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JAZZ: IT’S ONLY A PAPER BOOM 





50 (Well, Probably) Scripts in Silos 


As Tryouts Pitch for Haymakers 


Strawhat tryouts are apparently + 


still pie-in-the-sky for legit man- 
agements. Despite the rarity of 
Broadway payoffs from citronella 
circuit break-ins, the low-cost an- 
gle remains a compelling lure. 
Frem present indications, the 
barn-bow crop this summer will 
number somewhere around 
about the same as last year 
more or less par for the field. 











PAR’S 7-DAY WONDER 
VIA REHEARSAL SK 


Hollywood, July 2. 
What may be the shortest shoot- 


50,| ing schedule ever assigned 2 major 
and | studio production has been worked | 
|out for “Hear Me Good,” which | says 


BIG-PAY NAMES 
15, B.0. PAYOFE 


By MIKE GROSS 





In the practical world of show 
biz economics, the jazz artists are 
running ahead of the “boom’’—a 
|“boom” that’s reflected in the 
press and magazines rather than at 
the b.o. 

“The jazz artists themselves,” 
indie jazz promoter Don 


As always, some of the so-called|rolls at Paramount Monday (8).| Friedman, “are making the ‘boom’ 
tryouts appear to be cases of great | Film will be shot in seven days. 


expectations. Increasingly in re- 
cent seasons, the tryout tag is apt 
to be a matter of courtesy or just 


Short shooting schedule is the 
result of extensive pre-production 
planning, including three weeks of 


| financially unrealistic.” It’s his 

opinion that the “write-up” splurge 
| that jazz has been receiving recently 
| has thrown jazz artists’ salaries out 


false optimism. On the other hand, | dress rehearsals on completed sets | of proportion to their actual draw 


there has been at least one show,| nd utilization of the tape record- | potential. 


“An Evening With Beatrice Lil- 


ing method to help actors prepare 


lie,” put together primarily as a | their roles. ! t 
Hal March stars in the film’ are steadily hiking their price de-|Falmingo’s history including Judy 


silo belt vehicle and subsequently 


serving as a cleanup on Broadway. | Which Don McGuire wrote and will | mands. “This,” says Friedman, “is | Garland. 
| person built up to an average of $6) 


Despite the soaring cost of pro- | Produce and direct. 


duction and operation on the mos- 
quito trail, it’s still a bargain com- 
pared to the ruinous spiral on 
Broadway, Also, when authors 
and author-agents are unable to 
scare up a New York production 
for a script, the rural trial spin 
offers a chance to get a look at the 
piece in performance, plus audi- 
ence reaction (if any) and a hop- 
ing-against-hope stab at recog- 
nition. 

In the tabulations below, only 
the seemingly serious tryout proj- 
ects are included. _From advance 
reports, at least one, “Man in the 
Dog Suit,” is figured a _ virtual 
certainty for Broadway production 
in the fall. But haymow tourers 
such as George Jessel’s solo “Show 
Time” obviously don’t rate as 
“tryouts.” Also, items like Paul 
Green's “The Founders” and Ker- 
mit Hunter’s historical pageants 

(Continued on page 57) 





Remake of Hemingway 
‘Farewell’ Again Stirs 
Italy's World War I Vets 


Rome, July 2. 

Producer David O. Selznick 
called a hasty press conference 
here following a published protest 
by an Italian veterans group 
against the shooting of “A Fare- 
well to Arms” in this country. 
Original work included the Italian 
retreat before the Austrio-Hun- 
garians in World War I. 

Group of lecal vets of Werld 
War I including some generals 
and other high echelon officers, 
asked that work on the Hemingway 
novel be stopped, or, if the film 
was completed, that release of it 
in this .country..be. prohibited, 
Group said the. story “could be 
constructed. as degrading to the 
Italian Armed Forces.” Same com- 
plaint was. made when “Farewell” 
was filmed first. time. ° 

Selznick, in his press confab, 
asserted his film “contained noth- 
ing offensive nor even remotely 
damaging to Italian military 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Hits Conn. Barn 
Litchfield, Conn., July 2. 

Members of the local Roman 
Catholic parish have been warned 
to boycott the Litchfield Summer 
Theatre on the basis of “objection- 
able” shows it has presented. The 
ban was announced from the pulpit 
Sunday of last week (30) by 
Rev. Lawrence E. Skelly, of St. 
Anthony’s Church. 

According to parishioners, the 
priest condemned the strawhat’s 
current production,“ Pajama Tops,” 
and also cited such other recent 
offerings as “Rose Tattoo” and 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter.” 
He asserted that they are among 
seven plays found objectionable 
this season by the archdiocesan 
paper, but also mentioned that he 
has been following the summer 
theatre play ratings of the church 
magazine, Sign, and also the 
Legion of Decency classifications. 

Skelly has reportedly sent word 

(Continued on page 20) 





Stars Pay Own Fares 
To Danny Thomas Show 
For New Catholic Hosp. 


Memphis, July 2. 

Although cash. receipts are undis- 
closed, some 20,000 persons’ filled 
Russwood baseball park here for 
the benefit organized by Danny 
Thomas on behalf of St. Jude Hosp- 
ital. This. was fullfillment of a 
promise made by Thom to Cardi- 
nal Stritch of Chicago. Goal is the 
erection of a new $2,000,000 Cath- 
olic hospital inthe Memphis area. 

Thomas - had unusual support. 
All performers tvok care of their 
own travel tabs and other costs 
while the musicians’ and stage- 
hands’ locals, respectively, dead- 

(Continued on page 17) 


Despite the fact that 
many recent jazz tours have fallen 
by the b.o. wayside, the jazz artists 


making it difficult for promoters of 
concerts and festivals, as well as 
elub owners, to operate.” 
| He puts the price onus on the 
| handful of top jazz names operating 
|today. “The second-stringers are 
| okay when it comes to salary,” he 
| admits, “but a jazz promoter can’t 
| afford to gamble without a name 
and names are making a jazz pres- 
entation virtually prohibitive.” 
Any decent jazz package now, he 
|claims, costs a promoter between 
| $3,500 and $4,500 against 50% of 
the take from the first dollar. This 
leaves the promoter with 50% of 
the gross to take care of the cost 
of the hall, advertising and promo- 
tion expenses. “It's gotten so,” he 
states, “that you can’t go into New 
| York’s Carnegie Hall with only one 
show and make money. You need 
two performances and you've al- 


(Continued on page 56) 


Tsland In Sun’ 
Beats Dixie Rap? 


Hollywood, July 2. 

20th-Fox sales chief Alex Har- 
rison stated here that Darryl F. 
Zanuck’s “Island in the Sun” is 
outgrossing “King and I” in sup- 
posedly race-touchy cities of Lex- 
ington, Louisville, Oklahoma City 
and Charleston, W. Va. 

Resultantly the film will pick ub 
Texas, Virginia and Florida play- 
dates. 














Symphonic Soldiers: 
Tel Aviv, July 2. 

Zahal Symphony of Israel is 
a unique musical aggregation 
in that its conductor, Shalom 
Riklis, is a major in the Is- 
raeli army and his musicians, 
ages 18 to 21 and both sexes, 
are all enrolled Israeli soldiers. 

“Zahal” is abbreviation for 
the Hebrew designation, Zva 
Hagana Leyisreal, for this 
state's armed force: 








Stanton Speaks Up 


in Defense of 


Khrushchev Telecast, Editorializing 


Washington, July 2. 





PAYOFF IN LAS VEGAS 


Las Vegas, July 2. 

Jack Benny is hitting jackpot 
takes in his first Las Vegas book- 
ing at the Flamingo Hotel, Accord- 
ing to operator Al Parvin, about 
| 1,000 customers have been turned 
away at each show during -the first 
10 days. Up to 800 are being seat- 
led at each session. 
| Accerding to Parvin, the first 10 
|days of Benny’s engagement took 
in more coin than the first 20 days 
lof the preceding show, and 33% 
| more than any other layout in the 





The minimum $3 per 


|for food and $4 for drinks. Casino 
| biz also up by 33% especially on 
the slot machines, roulette and 
| blackjack. 


Skouras to Tour 
14 Soviet Cities 


Spvros P. Skouras, president of 
20th-Fox, is going to Russia in 
September as guest of the Soviet 
Government. 

Skouras discloses that he will 
make Russia his first stop, visiting 
some 14 cities in the Soviet Un- 
ion. He is planning also to tour 
some of the other countries in the 
Red orbit. 

Asked whether he'd go to Hun- 
gary, Skouras said he'd like to 
“but it’s difficult to get visas.” Be 
fore going behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, the 20th topper plans to visit 
South Africa, where his company 
has extensive holdings. 





Soviet trip for at least two years. 
(Continued on page 57) 


Costello Link to Vegas 
Prowled by Ill. and Ind. 
Through Insurance Firm 


Chicago, July 2. 

Impact of the - Tropicana case 
has state authorities in Illinois and 
Indiana also in the act supporting 
the efforts of New York and Ne- 
vada authorities to link Frank 
Costello to the operation of the 
Vegas _ nitery. According to a 
Chicago Daiiy News story, Illinois 
and Indiana insurance departments 
are investigating the Guarantee 





club totalling $2,801,111, or 30% 
of its assets as of last September. 

The insurance company obtained 
the Tropicana mortgage through 





(Continued on page 57) 


Skouras has been planning the | 


After maintaining a discreet and 


"JACK BENNY’S JACKPOT | vi:taiy"siasisie’stence'sor the 


past four weeks over criticism of 
CBS’ Nikita Khrushchev interview, 
Columbia prexy Frank Stanton to- 
day (Tues.) entered 2 strong de- 
fense of the web’s news operation 
|and furthermore declared that on- 
the-air editorializing is a must for 
| the future. 

Speaking before the National 
Press Club, Stanton led off his 
speech with a swipe at President 
Eisenhower's remarks anent CBS’ 
position as a “commercial enter- 
prise” in the Khrushchev situa- 
tion. “I come from a commercial 
organization,” Stanton said in his 
opening line. 

“A major duty of that organiza- 
tion is to report the news. A ma- 
jor right is to editorialize about the 
news.” 

Describing the television inter- 
view as “a wholly new dimension 
of journalism” which has the “abil- 
| ity to confront viewers with per- 
| sonalities in the actual process of 
| making news,” Stanton stated that 
|“‘in its use, we feel duty bound to 
| bring the most important men and 
ideas of our times to the Ameri- 
/ean people. And in the manner in 
which this is done we are deter- 
|mined to acquit ourselves as your 
brothers in a free press. 

“For if we define as ‘the most 
|}important men and ideas’ those 
that are most apt to affect import- 
antly the lives of our viewers and 
listeners and readers, then we 
| must, I think, place our whole con- 
| fidence in the wisdom of Jefferson's 
statement that the people ‘may be 
: (Continued on page 17) 





‘Bard Fest Brings Mobs, 
Culture, Exotic Foods 
To Artier Stratford, Ont. 


By PAUL A. GORMLEY 
Stratford, Ont., July 2. 

What does an annual diet of 
culture do for a town? Take this 
; once shabby railroad burg of 20,- 
000 population. It started with a 
Shakespeare Festival- in 1953 to 
| which has since been appended 
jazz music and film festivals. Here 
are some of the results: 

Besides getting free newspaper 
space, town has been visited by 
tourists from 32 of the American 
states, plus Hawaii, from European 
|lands and Koréa, Japan and In- 
| donesia. Overflow from hotels and 
|} motels puts money in pocketbooks 
| of room-renting burghers, not less 
than $35,000 each summer. The 
| whole town is spruced up, classier 
j}and definitely artier. Both long- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Reserve Life Insurance Co. here | hair and coo] jazz records now sell 
which holds a mortgage on the | two-for-one 


over former times. 
Film houses gross doubie when ex- 
hibiting Shakespeare, historical 


and art subjects. 
Not the least piquant develop- 


its former prexy Frank Jaffe who| ment in the town is a “Sourmet 
(Continued on page 56) 
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‘Aging’ Crack Riles Crawford 


She Sees Established ees: Power Keeping Film, 
Industry Afloat Today 





By DAVE KAUFMAN 


Hollywood, July 2 
Joan Crawford has unloosed a 
blast at a poll taken recently by | 


Extension mag, a Catholic; 
monthly. She asserts that if it 
weren't for the established, so- 
called “aging star,” the pix biz 
would be in really serious trouble 
today. Poll of mag's predomi- 


nantly youthful subseribers re- | 
flected a strong sentiment that the | 
stars of middie age or over should 
either quit or stop p!aying roman- 
tic roles opposite youngsters. 
Miss Crawford. rapped Exten- 
sion poll and other survgys indi- | 
cating the piciure-going audience 
today is mainly teenage. The star | 
declared “tney’re not getting their 
resuits from moviegoers. And 1| 
don’t think teenagers compr.se the | 
majority of the movie audiences. 
I'd hate to think what would hap- 
pen to picture business if Gregory 


Peck, Cary Grant, Gary Cooper, | 
Katherine Hepburn, Bette Davis 
and Jimmy Stewart retired. 
There's no reason why they 
should retire.” 

She took special exception to 
Extension poll's criticism of an 
older star such as Gary Cooper 


playing the romantic jead oppo-ite 
Audrey Hepburn in “Love in the 
Afternoon.” “I saw the picture 
and was enchanted by every min- 
ute of it. How will the younger 
stars make the grade if they don't 
have the well-known ones to 

Continued on ued on page 63) ; 


Tebaldi’s § Grand Evening 
At Lewisohn; Not SRO 
But a Tumult of Love 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
Renata Tebaldi, the Met’s tall- 


doll Italian prima donna, slimmed 
down 20 pounds during-her Ameri- 
can season, was a crashing success 
last Thursday (27) at Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y. The mob howled at 
the end and she fed them two en- 
cores and flung kisses in the pro- 
fusion only a diva from La Scala 
knows how to manage. She then 
wrapped herself in a stylish gown 


and went home to get ready to sail 
for Italy the next morning on the 
Christoforo Colombo. 

Since the soprano does not fly 
(many opera singer refuse), it was 
her last available night and Minnie 
Guggenheimer’s calculated risk 
that it didn’t rain, since there was | 
no “come again another day” pos- | 
sible. As it was, the threateningly | 
clouds an hour before the concert | 
probably kept the stadium consid- 
erably short of capacity, especially 
in the cheaper seats. False rumors 
of “no seats left” also hurt. 

Pushed to its limits, Lewisohn 
will held 20,000 people. It had 
about 14,000. That will still be one 
of the summer's best nights in at- 

Continued on page 63) 


VANDALS WORK HARD 
TO RUIN MEN'S ROOM 


Minneapolis, July 2 
Juvenile theatre vandalism is | 
taking new forms in some parts of | 
the territory. In Luverne, Minn., 
the local ozoner’s men’s room 


‘newly painted walls and ceiling | 


were “walked on.” 
It develops that the two culprits, 
who later were apprehended and) 
have agreed to pay for the damage, | 
entered the men’s room following | 
a rainstorm. After removing their | 
shoes they took turns standing on. 
each other upside down and side- 
ways to implant their footprints on | 
the ceilings and wall. | 
| 
| 


‘Variety’ Heads Part 
Of Satevepost’s OK 
‘Salute to Hollywood’ 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Themed on two premises—‘what 
does the magazine do to the read- 
er?”, and “what does the reader 
do to the rest of his world as a re- 
sult of having read the magazine’” 
—the conservative Saturday Eve- 
ning Post made a pitch for the 





film ad dollar at its recent “Salute 
to Hollywood.” 
The magazine described the 


event staged at the Beverly Hilton 
last week (24) as a “goodwill ges- 
ture to Hollywood at a time when 
it has become the fad to make it a 
whipping boy in print.” Highlight 
of the evening, which opened with 
cocktails and closed with dinner in 
the Bali Rbom, was the skit pre- 
sented by Robert S. Hills, associ- 
ate editor, who illustrated points 
made with graphs, pictures and re- 
(Continued on page 63) 


Judy’s 4 Wks. in London 


Hollywood, July 





Judy Garland will play “the 
Dominion Theatre, London, for 
four weeks starting Sept. 20 with 


a two-person concert, other being 
comic Alan King. He'll do the first 
half, she the second. She'll get 
50-50 split of gross. 

Miss Garland was offered similar 
terms at the Palladium but took 
the Dominion for seven shows 
weekly as against the Palladium’s 
12-show schedule. 





Wolfe Kaufman Joins Elite 

Paris, July 2. 
Wolfe Kaufman has been elected | 
to membership in the Syndicat 
Professionelle des Critiques Dra- 
matiques et Musicale. | 
Kaufman, former Vartety staffer | 
and former Chicago Sun drama} 
critic, currently living in Paris, thus | 
becomes the only American mem-! 
ber of the exclusive French critics’ 

association. 


| 
| 
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This Is Opera? 
Greensboro, N. C., July 2: 
Representatives of NBC 

Opera Co. visited Greensboro 
June 2 to inspect Aycock Audi- 
torium at Woman’s College and 
make plans for the presenta- 
tion of an opera here on Nov. 
18. 

The group also made a stop 
at Winston-Salem to visit 
WSJS-TV, the NBC television 
outlet there. 

Visitors were Lew Ames, 
director of the opera company; 
Robert Chandler, general man- 
ager; David Cantor, stage man- 
ager; Robert Cunnis, press di- 
rector; Robert Aaron, NBC 
station relations representa- 
tive; and two aids. They trav- 
elled i~ a chartered airliner. 








| Heidsieck, 


| tina, Richard’s senior by one year, 











Hurok’s Global 
Talent for US. 


Paris, July 2. 

S. Hurck spent a busy five days 
in Paris interviewing a couple of 
dozen longhair artists anxious to 
make an American trek, He signed 
a long-term contract with Eric 
young French pianist, 
who has never been in America. 

While here Hurok met with 
Leonide Kogan, violinist, and Emil 
Gilels, pianist, both from Soviet 
Russia, both of whom are being 
brought to America in January, 
lining up their dates and reper- 
toires. They both gave concerts in| 
Paris last week. 

After Moscow, Hurok will go to 
Warsaw to finalize some cultural 
exchange deals, also with the State 
Dept. blessing, then to London, 
to finalize deals for a return visit 
to the U.S. of the Old Vie late in 
1958 or early in 1959. 

Tentative deals in Italy, Spain 
and Austria will be held open by 
Hurok depending on length of his 
London visit, since he must return 
to New York early in August. 








Hurok’s Iffy Russe Deal 
Moscow, July 2. 

Attitude on the part of the U 5S. 
Congress, on the question of fin- 
gerprinting the roster of Soviet 
headliners slated to tour the U.S, 
is likely to determine whether the 
deal will be consummated. Impre- 
sario Sol Hurok has reached an 
agreement with the Bolshoi Thea- 
tre of Moscow for a 10-week jun- 
ket of the U. S. Among those slated 
to make the trip would be the Igor 
Moiseyey folk dance troupe, vio- 
linist David Oistrakh, pianist Emil 
Gitels, composer Aram Khatcha- 


(Continued on page 63) 





SKELTON’S HEARTBREAK TRIP 


Take Their Son, Leukemia Victim, 
on Fun Voyage 








Washington, July 2. 

Washington news corps, which 
takes its kings and heads of state 
in stride, was frankly touched by 
five day visit here of comic Red 
Skelton and his two children. The 
junket with a heart throb was part 
of a sightseeing jaunt through this 
country and Europe to bring ex- 
citement and fun into the life of 
nine-year old Richard Skelton, a 
victim of leukemia. Sister Valen- 





was along to share the fun. 

Comic and his family éame into 
| town sans fanfare or publicity in 
lan attempt to move about freely, 
but were spotted by newsmen, The 
agenda, which included the usual | 
tours of Capitol Hill, Mt. Vernon | 
and government buildings, also in- | 
cluded a look-see at the White | 
House with presidential Gen. | 
Homer Gruenther as guide. 

The Skeltons have already been | 
to Plymouth for the arrival of May- | 
flower II, to New York and to} 
Philadelphia. They leave soon for | 
Europe. 





EDDIE ALBERT’S VACASH 
Paris, July 2. | 

Eddie Albert, having concluded | 
filming in Darryl Zanuck’s “Fare- | 
well to Arms” here, has tucked his | 
wife, Margo, and their six-year- | 
old son, Eddie Jr., into an auto- | 
mobile for a slow three-week vaca- | 
tion tour of Europe. | 
They return here afterwards to | 
record some phonograph disks, +y- | 
ing back 
jend of Jul}. 


# Hollywood about the | 
| 


Tr TTT? 
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Paris, July 2. 
On the overall aura, prices have 
stabilized themselves. Italy is still 
much theaper than Franee but the 


spiral has not gone up again, and | 


once again revives an observation 
by this reporter, “Paris is like a 
beautiful woman, 
women always must be supported 
in handsome style.” 

Last season, striptease and 
snack-bar were the Yank evolu- 
tions, while Paris has always had 
female impersonators (Madame 
Artur’s, and the like), somehow 
Coccinelle at the Carrousel, has 
taken the epidermis display play 
away from the stripperies. 

Unabated Tourism 

Postwar tourist traffic has in- 
creased the savvy patois and Amer- 
icanisms for the trained heip in the 
deluxe hostelries and restaurants 
so that they now top you with in- 
digenously American expressions 
like “‘on the rocks.” It even dis- 
courages usage of restaurant 
French, and that also goes for the 
valet and femme fs chambre. They 
used to say iskey” but now 


Leaping U.S. Pix Embargo, 
Bald Yul Brynner Hits 





Madrid, But with Hair 


Madrid, July 2. 
“Port of New York,” an Eagle 
Lion 1949 release, opened here last 
night (July 1), ushered in with a 
jubilant big space ad campaign in-| 


| forming the Spanish public it could | 


at last see ’57 Oscar winner, Yul 
Brynner, described here as “the 
actor who revolutionized he-man 
appeal.” Motion Picture Export 
Assn. embargo of the local market 
during the past 22 months had, un- 
til last night, successfully kept the 
billiard bald star off Spanish 
screens. 

Victory of locale distrib Rosa 
Films is, however, only partial. Yul 
Brynner in “Port of New York” 


has an unstarred, minor role and— | 


disconcertingly—a headful of hair. 
To ease public identification, the 
distrib inserted side-by-side photos 
of the actor in some ads—one with 
and the other without. 

Local distrib also tampered with 
billing clause in actors’ contracts, 
giving Brynner’s name top prom- 
inence with “Port” stars Scott 
Brady and Richard Rober as lower | 
case forgotten men. 


Blackstone’s Booneing 


Paris, July 2. 

Milton Blackstone is off on a 
quick tour of Madrid, Rome and 
Vienna to hunt talent for Eddie 
Fisher’s tv programs, while Fisher 
is in London. Blackstone is also 
looking for talent for the Las 
Vegas Tropicana, and is setting up 
contacts in all European cities for 
future drift of talent. 

He will join Fisher in Paris next 
week, where Fisher will do « tele- | 
vision program, 
then to London. 








and beautiful | 


both returning 


aaeahahahaeaant 


More Paris-Rome Capers 


By ABEL GREEN #4444444 +444+44¢4¢+4644 


they know the difference between 
Scotch (still pronounced “Scutch”) 
and bourbon (still pronounced 
“Boorbohn’”’). 


These Tourist ‘Bites’ 

Tourism is such a big business 
to most European countries—it’s 
France’s No,.1 industry—that 
they’d be smart to cut out that 
hits-you-as-you're-leaving “airport 
tax.” It’s a chisel and a nuisance. 
Most of the times the tourist has 
unloaded his hot francs, sterling, 
lira or what-not, is content to use 
U. S. coins to tip for any last-min- 
jute luggage-toting for the weigh- 
ins (that, too, should be gratis, but 
is now a “bite” on the traveler), 
and then finds himself tapped for 
an “airport tax” (from one coun- 
,try to another) that ranges from 
$2 to $3.50 a head. This is.a para- 
dox amidst current European 
country moves to eliminate the 
“douane” (duty) nuisance, the red- 
tape and paper work, and open 
frontiers for free commercial ac- 
cess. 

Plane tourists are conditioned to 
the fancy viands and vintages, but 
as the services extend more and 
more into the east the traveler 
| notices good beer (in cans, a la the 
F American idea) from Switzerland 
and Germany are now put on east 
of Paris or Rome. 

Another thing: mechanical de- 
| lays are now accepted by almost all 
| passengers with the same casual- 
ness as a flat tire or aa overheated 
motor on the read. On the Rome- 
|\o-Madrid hop back, for instance, 
|there was a possible fire signal in 
| the pilot control. The engines were 
cut, just before the start of the 
|runway takeoff, the plane taxied 
| back to the main shed, there was a 
}re-check, and off again. The air 
pressure failing in Lisbon was met 
| with the same casual unconcern by 
almost all, as was the necessity to 
stop off at the Azores for refuel- 
ing before the long hop to Idlewild. 

Class Eateries 

An excellent gastronomique 
eatery is Le Relais de la Butte, 
near the Sacre-Couer in Montmar- 
| tre, where Charles, a chefs’ chef 
(member of the Freres en Gueule, 
one of those gourmet groups) holds 
forth. It’s especially good. 

Lasserre on the Ave. Franklin D; 
| Roosevelt is a class eatery of spe- 
| cial quality, with its trademarked 
and symbolic copper skillets for 
VIP members, which entitle them 
jto a cuffo bottle of champagne, 
| (Usually the invitation says come 
over in such un-touristy months 
like January or February, but the 
charm and the spirit and, above 
all, the quality cuisine is there). 

Fred Payne’s Bar on the rue Pig- 
alle remains a show biz haunt as it 
has been since the golden 1920s 
when he came over from Lon- 
don. Payne admits to being “70 
and a bit.” Like many a Montmar- 
tre and, for that matter, tonier en- 
vironment, hot dogs and hamburg- 
;ers are standard fare now, along 
| with the cognac and champagne. 
Offbeat eateries include a new 
one on the Left Bank titled Le 
Cannibal. Motif is mau-mau, 

(Continued on page 62) 
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LOTSA ACTIVITY, 
NOT MUCH ‘ART 


By HANS HOEHN 


Berlin, June 25. 

In the initial five days of the 
Berlin Film Festival the auspices 
could boast the participation of 42 
countries but the scarcity of visit- 
ing stars (only Errol Flynn and 
Trevor Howard so far) made things 
a bit lacklustre. But don’t misun- 
derstand. Never was there such a 
dizzy pace of screenings in and 
out of competition, meetings, re- 


_ BERLIN FESTIVA 





Col. Pfd. Pay $1.061, 

Board of directors of Colum- 
bia at its regular meeting last 
week declared a regular quar- 
terly dividend of $1.06% on 
the $4.25 cumulative preferred 
stock. 

Melon is payable Aug. 15 to 
stockholders of record Aug. 1. 


Heroes Are Tied: 
New Film About 








ceptions, cocktail parties and spe- 
cial luncheon. Even a professional | 
free-loader would complain of so} 
crowded a calendar. It is perhaps | 
symbolic that the festival’s own| 
publicity manager, Helmut Lud- 
wig, literally broke down on the | 
third day and had to be rushed | 
to the hospital. 

Critics, and not just the blase 
types, complain that the overall 
quality of the features thus far un- 
spooled lacks quality. Disney’s 
“Secrets of Life” fared best to this 
writing in respect of audience re- | 


action. The French “Arsene | 
Lupin” was given the polite brush | 
as “fairly amusing.” Norway's 


“Rendezvous With Forgotten Years” 
was a letdown. So, too, “The Mexi- 
can Revolution.” A second film 
from Mexico,” “Tizoc” had its par- 
tisans although by others evaluated 
as dull. Principal actor, Pedro In- | 
fante, and film's camerawork, | 
however, found general et 

| 


tion. 

Italy’s “Window to the Luna- 
park” was a very well made film | 
but nothing unusual. Great Brit-{ 
ain’s “Spanish Gardener,” drew | 
Okay reviews. 

America is again substantially | 


represented. Lineup _ includes 
Metro’s “Teahouse of August 
Moon,” “12 Angry Men” (UA), | 


“Wayward Bus” (20th) in addition | 
to Columbia’s short, “Mr. Magoo’s | 
Puddle Jumper” and MDisney’s 
“Secrets of Life’ and “Man in| 


(Continued on page 22) | 





Texas Town’s Critic Very 


Miffed at Any Film in | 


|U. S. release by Janus Films. 


Success of “Island in the Sun,” 
even in some of the Southern 
cities, has paved the way for an- 
other picture with a miscegenation 
theme—the French “The Heroes 
Are Tired.” 

Picture has been picked up for 
It 
stars Curd Juergens and deals with 
German and French fliers who, es- 
ecaping from the war, meet up in 
Africa. 

Janus prexy, Cy Harvey, said in 
Gotham last week that he had been 
worried about U. S. reaction to the 
theme in the French film, but that 
“Island” had established its ac- 
ceptability. 


| 


Republic Folding 
In Europe Next 


Republic Pictures appears to 
be shutting down all its branch 
offices outside the United States 
in still another move reflecting the 
company’s departure from the pic- 
ture business. Production is to be 


resumed, according to knowledge- 
able sources, but limitedly. 

Domestic distribution facilities 
expectedly will be trimmed, for the 
present national organization will 
not be required to handle Rep’s 
sharply reduced releasing schedule. 

There have been no announce- 
ments about the lopping off of of- 
fices abroad. But it’s known that 
division managers in several ter- 
ritories have been instructed to 
cease their operations by varying 
deadlines. 

It’s understood distribution of 
the Rep product in future will be 
via other companies and loeal dis- 
tributors who, as part of the deals, 
will absorb some of the Rep per- 
sonnel. This has already been done 
in Italy and Britain. 

Policy of the company is to place 
greater accent on laboratory and 
television work, the latter includ- 





producers. 


ing rental of studio space to tv film | 


L: NO GLA 


U.S. Venice Fund: $9,500 

Motion Picture Export Assn. 
has voted a 5,600,000 lire 
(around $9,500) budget to sup- 
port its promotional and other 
activities at the Venice film 
festival. 

Amount is less, but not by 
very much, than what MPEA 
allocated for the Cannes fest 
in May. Budget then was under 
$15,000. 





MOU 


BRITONS’ TWO 
TRADE SELVES 


By HAROLD MYERS 


Berlin, July 2. 
This year’s Berlin Film Festival 








O'Shea Estimate: 
‘Oklahoma’ Will 
Hit $13,500,000 


Release of “Oklahoma” has 
etched out a new pattern of suc- 
cessful releases for big pictures, 
Ted O’Shea, sales chief for Magna 
Theatre Cerp., opined in Gotham 
last week. He estimated that, in 
both roadshow and regular Cin- 
emaScope release, the Rodgers & 
Hammerstein musical should gross 
some $13,500,000 in the domestic 
(U.S. and Canadian) market alone. 

“Oklahoma” was the first Todud- 





AO picture. It’s been roadshown 
in 43 cities and so far has played 


(Continued on page 17) 





HOMEOFFICES FULLY BACK OWN REPS — 


AGREEMENT ON EUROPEAN TERMS 


Recommendations of the Con- 
tinental managers re the draft 
agreement on film rental terms 
were accepted in toto last week by 
the Motica FPieture Export Assn. 
board in New York. Decision was 
cabled to Paris and Rome in time 
for the: meeting of the ANICA dis- 
tributors’ section in the Italian 
capital Monday (1). 

The draft agreement, covering 
the 1957-58 and 1958-59 seasons, 
has been approved by AGIS, the 
Italo exhibitors unit. ANICA is the 


Italian industry organization in 
| which the producers and distribs 


Dat Ole Black ’n’ White 


Kingsville, Tex., July 2. | 

A one-man campaign of crusade | 
proportions for the all-out use of | 
color in all pictures produced for | 
theatrical release is being waged by | 
Juke Trussell, columpist and film 
reviewer of the local Kingsville 
Record. According to Trussell, in 
Kingsville (population, 17,000) 
prospective patrons will turn away 
from the boxoffice if they discover 
a picture is in black and white. 
Others, he says, will call the thea- 
tre in advance to ask if a picture 
is in color and “hang up in disgust 
when informed it isn’t.” 

In reviewing pictures, Trussell 
chides the producers of b&w films. 
In commenting on Jack Webb's 
“The D. L.,” he listed as one of its 
weaknesses the fact that it’s in| 
b&w. 

Writing about Universal's “Joe 
Butterfly,” Trussell noted that the 
color photography “is one of its 
better points.” He called attention 
to the fact that producer Aaron 
Rosenberg’s previous picture was 
“The Great Man” and he (Trussell) 
had “stirred up some correspond- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Harry Cohn Seeks Refund 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Harry Cohn hag filed suit for 
refund of $5,508.68 on 1946 income 
taxes. Federal Court action al- 
leges he paid $243,209.54 when he 
aetually owed only 237,700.86. Saiid 
overpayment resulted from Treas- 
ury’s disallowance of expenses, 
and depreciation on his yacht 
“Jobella” which he loaned to U. S. 
during war, and from Internal 
Revenue increasing his total long! 
term gain from ssale of shares in 
Columbia. 
Sam Briskin who was originally 
hired to negotiate purchase of 25,- 
129 shares was stock. 











are represented. 

ANICA and AGIS, as well as the 
U.S. and Italian distributor factions 
among themselves, have been’ at 
odds for some time over the new 
agreement. The meeting Monday 
was to establish a common distribu- 
tor. approach towards the new 
agreement. 

Point of contention are the num- 
ber and type of “special” films that 
are to be freely negotiable. This 
has become an issue elsewhere, too, 
since more and more of the Ameri- 
can product is in widescreen sys- 
tems and therefore has become 
general rather than special. 

The draft agreement provides 
that each company should have one 
film per season which would be 


‘12 Angry Men’ Best Film; 
British and Mexican Win 
Berlin’s Personal Awards 


Berlin, July 2. 

United Artists’ “12 Angry Men” 
won the top prize at the Berlin film 
festival today. The other American 
entries included Metro’s “Teahouse 
of the August Moon” and 20th- 
Fox's “The Wayward Bus.” 

Britain’s Yvonne Mitchell won 
the prize as best actress for “Wom- 
an in a Dressing Gown” and Mex- 
ico’s Pedro Infante was named 
best actor for his performance in 
“Tizoc.” Mario Monicelli rated the 





'best director prize for the Italian 


“Fathers and Sons.” 

Walt Disney's “Secrets of Life” 
copped top honors in the documen- 
tary class. “Twelve Angry Men” 
also won the International Catholic 





Film prize. 


freely negotiable. Hewever, a com- 
mittee would be set up to decide 
what that film should be.. Com- 
mittee would include reps of 
Italian distribution and exhibition. 
The Americans. think they should 
be in a position to designate their 
own specials. 

As for actual rental terms, the 
pact proposes virtually a status 
quo, ie. 25% of any company’s 





product can be sold at a top 50% 
and the rest at top 40%. 

The Italian exhibitors have 
called for a special conference to 
discuss publicity costs and hold- 
over provisions. The Continental 
managers, while not opposing such 
a confab, nevertheless are on 
record as favoring the present sys- 
tem, which they call fair and work- 
able. 





National Boxoffice Survey 





has been dullish as to news or 
significance. Not the least notable 
fact perhaps is the divided camp, 
for the first time, of the British in- 
dustry. In addition to the estab- 
lished British Film. Producers 
Assn. whose president, Sir Henry 
L. French was on hand, there was 
the new rump organization the Fed- 
| eration of British Film-Makers and 
its general secretary, Andrew Fil- 
| son. 

| The Federation issued a special 
| brochure to all newsmen explaining 
| why it had formed. Ivan Foxwell, 
| a founder-member, attended for the 
| screening of his latest production, 
“Manuela,” and broke the news 
| that Paramount had acquired U. S. 
| rights, for a sum reportedly in the 
| region of $280,000. 

In conjunction with the fest, but 
not as part of it, there has been 
quite a rash of prize giving. Eal- 
ing Films received » golden trophy 
|for “The Ladykillers,” voted the 
| best comedy of the year by the 
West German film critics in a poll 
conducted by “Star Revue” of Ham- 
burg. In the same poll, Fonda got 
the nod as the best male per- 
former (“War & Peace”) and Anna 
Magnani was named best actress 
for “Rose Tattoo.” In addition 
| Fonda also collected a seal of merit 
|from “Picturegoer, a British film 
|mag, for his performance in “12 
Angry Men” and Foxwell was acco- 
| laded by the same sheet for his 
| production of “Manuela.” 

+ More. so than in any previous 


|year, the seventh Berlin film fes- 
(Continued on page 22) 


‘Irwin Allen Doing a Todd 
With 62 Speaking Stars. 
For ‘The Big Circus’ 


Hollywood, July 2. 


Fourth production in the Todd- 
| AO process will be “The Big Cir- 














Biz Perking Pre-Holiday; ‘80 Days’ No. 1, ‘Sun’ 2d, | cus,” which Irwin Allen will pro- 
‘Prince’ 3d, ‘Wonders’ 4th, ‘Commandments’ 5th {duce as 4  multi-million-dollar 


For many key cities covered by 
Variety this session, this is re+ 
garded as a pre-holiday week since 
numerous theatres have stanzas 
which do not carry over into July 
4 or the long holiday week-end. 
Despite this and a tendency to look 
forward to new, strong product in 
the coming round, trade is holding 
up well currently. 

“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
is back in first place by a narrow 
margin as visitors in many keys 
helped to swell totals for this | 
pic. 
pic for two weeks running, is finish- 





“Island In Sun” (20th), No. 1 |in Chi. 


sessions at N.Y. Capitol and in 
Chicago. Stanley Kramer opus 
also is rated wow in L.A. Another 
big one, “Sweet Smell of Success” 
(UA), looms smash in N.Y., socko 
in 'Frisco and fine in Denver. 

“Beau James” (Par) shapes wow 
on initial round at N.Y. Astor. 
“Happy Road” (M-G), also new, 
looks big in N.Y. and Toronto. 
“Monster That Challenged World” 
(UA) is mild in L,A, 

“Public Pigeon No. 1” (U) is 
rated hotsy in Omeha. “Great 
American Pastime” (M-G) is okay 
“Little Hut,” from same 


| company, shapes trim in Chi and 


ing second, only a step behind “80 | okay in Philly. 


Days.” 


though playing in only five keys 
currently, is showing such strength 
it will cop third position. And the 
Olivier-Monroe starrer undoubted- 
ly will be heard from additionally 
in the future. “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) is winding up 
fourth. 

“Ten Commandments” (Par) is! 
taking fifth spot while “Something 
of Value” 
sixth. 

“Bernardine” (20th) is copping | 
seventh place, this first week out) 
in release to any extent. Pic scored 
heavily on batch of dates in New 
England, not included in listings. 
“D.I.” (WB), fifth a week ago, is 
landing eight position. “Johnny 
Tremain” (BV) rounds out the Top 
Nine. 

“20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col), 
“St. Joan” (UA) and “Lonely Man” 
(Par) are the runner-up pix. 

Batch of strong pix looms for 
forthcoming stanzas, judging from 
showings made in current round. 
Standout blockbuster is “Pride and 
Passion” which is terrific on preem 





: sd “Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par), | 
‘Prince and Showgirl” (WB), al-|jong high on list, looks good in| 
Chi, okay in Philly and big in L.A. | 


“Face in Crowd” (WB), 
Toronto, is fine in N.Y. 

“Rock All Night” (Indie) looms 
swell in Detroit. 
Back” is modest in Louisville. 


sock in 


Pages 10-11) 


| Technicolor extravaganza in which 
| a total of 62 stars will appear. Each 
| speaking part, the producer said, 
| will be handled by a star name. 
Allen, who recently completed 
|“The Story of Mankind” for War- 
|ners, said no release arrangement 
|has been set but “Circus” will be 
| offered to Warners first. 
Production starts early in Sep- 

tember at Jungleland with the big- 

gest circus ever assembled under 
| canvas. 


"AUSTRIANS AGREE TO 
PROTEST IN VIENNA 


Berlin, July 2. 
A notable victory was scored by 
the General Assembly of the In- 
ternational Federation of Film 





| Producers, holding its annual meet 


in closed session here, when it 


“Monkey on | persuaded the Austrian delegation 
lto press for the withdrawal of a 


(Complete Boroffiee Reports on | 


discriminatory tax proposed by the 
Austrian authorities on imported 


_ | dubbed pix. 








| 


Minneapolis, July 2. | 


TSlapping on a 


(M-G) will wind * Todd Facing 300 Editors | 


Austria recently drafted a law 
special toll on 
pictures dubbed outside the coun- 
try, which. would have been 12 
times as much as the tax normally 


| paid on imports. 


Mike Todd will be in Minneap- | Bowing to the unanimous view 


olis to greet 300 Minnesota edi-| 
tors, members of the state's Edi-| 
torial association, who'll be attend- | 
ing the opening of his “Around | 
the World in 80 Days” 
Academy July 12. 


It may be the biggest mass in- 


terview of Todd's colorful career. | 


But whether he'll interview the 
press, or vice versa, remains to be 


seen. 
Todd was born in a Minneapolis 
suburb. 


at the! 


on Broadway 
Wind.” 


of the Federation, the Austrian 
delegation agreed to make strong 
representations to their govern- 
ment to secure the withdrawal. 





Staats Cotsworth signed by 
20th-Fox to play the part of Seth, 
the editor, in the Jerry Wald pro- 
duction of “Peyton Place.” Cots- 
worth. expects to go to the Coast 
around mid-July. He was last seen 
in “Inherit the 
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TRADE FURTHER NOTES TOUGHENING 
OF HEARST’S MANHATTAN REVIEWERS 


Hiearst papers in New York—the + 


Mirror and the Journal-American 
—are taking a deliberately tougher 
stance in their film reviews. It’s 
believed that the reviewers have 
been told to call ‘em as they see 
"em. 

Gloves-off policy, which has been 
apparent for some time in the re- 
views of the Mirror’s Justin Gil- 
bert, now has begun to express 
iliself also via the Journal's Rose 
Pelswick, wno for years has been 
doing litle more than synopsizing 
pix. 

In fact, the Hearst review slant 
in the past has been to do little 
more than give a thumbnail sketch 
of the film content and let the 
reader decide from it whether or 
not he wants to see the picture. 
Trade woke up to the new approach 
in months past, when Gilbert began 
writing meaty reviews in an intelli- 
gent and forthright style. A recent 
Variery survey pegged him as one 
of the toughest scribes in town. 

Fact that the Hearst reviewers 
now appear on their own was 
underscored again last week via the 
Journal's evaluation of “Sweet 
Smell of Success,” which was 
headed: “Off-Beat Film A Total 
Loss For Lancaster.” Miss Pels- 
wick’s review called the picture 
“tasteless” and wondered out aloud 
why it was made. It said the char- 
acters “resemble nothing so much 
as a set of unsavory caricatures.” 
This kind of plain talk is practically 
unheard of in the Journal and may 
well set a new note. 

Gilbert in the Mirror was less 
harsh (in itself quite a switch) than 
the Journal, but he too didn't like 
the film. One possible explanation 
offered is that both reviewers saw 
in the picture’s columnist character 
a takeoff on Walter Winchell and 
therefore took an unusually defen- 
sive attitude. 

Hearst press, and some of the 
other papers too, in the past have, 
to an extent, been sympathetic to 
squawks from film company adver- 
tisers. Whether the new attitude 
reflects an unhappiness on the part 
of the papers with the volume of 
film advertising isn’t known. It is 
a fact that, recently, a film com- 
pany asked one of the Hearst 
papers to shift an unfavorable 
review to another page since it 
directly fronted a fullpage ad for 
the picture. Request was turned 
aown, 


Johnston Picking 
Single US. Film 
At Karlovy-Vary 


The American Film Companies 
will send out picture to the Czech 
Karlovy-Vary film festival. Picture 
will be selected by Motion Picture 
Export Assn. prexy Eric Johnston 
from a number of entries submitted 
by the companies. 

Che original deadline for submit- 
ting films for Karlovy-Vary was 
May 10. 

The normal selection procedure, 
currently being followed by MPEA 
to pick the Venice entries, is be- 
ing abandoned for the Czech event. 
Instead, the companies voted to 
leave the choice of the single-film 
representation up to the MPEA, 
ie., Eric Johnston. 

It's understood that RKO’s “The 
Brave One” was picked for the 
fest at one point, but was later 
dropped. There’s now a possibil- 
ity that another RKO picture— 
“The Young Stranger’’-—may go in, 
but it's not definite by any means. 

Also, “Young Stranger” is the RKO 
nomination for Venice. 





rhere’s been some hesitation to! 


go into the Karlovy-Vary fest, part- 
ly because the Czechs now seem in 


no mood to buy American films as 


once they had indicated tney might. 





Are Ya With Us? 


More than 1,000 teenagers 
turned up last week for the 
rock ’n’ roll block party staged 
outside the Gold Medal Studios 
in the east Bronx where the 
feature film, “Mr. Rock 'n’ 
Roll,” is being filmed. 

Rocky Graziano, making his 
screen and signing debut in 
the film, came out and said he 
would like to make a short 
speech about juvenile delin- 
quency. From the rear of the 
crowd, a voice spoke up. “Hey, 
Rocky! For or against?” 


Legion ‘A Rates 
Over ‘B 3-to-] 


“A” ratings outnumbered the 
“B"'s three-to-one for the first time 
in a long time in the Catholic 
National Legion of Decency ratings 
for the week of July 4. There were 
six films in the “A” classification 
and two in “B” (Morally Objec- 
tionable in Part for All). 

The two “B” tags were hung 
on “Love in the Afternoon” (it 
“tends to ridicule the virtue of 
purity by reason of an undue em- 
phasis on illicit love”) and “Sweet 
Smell of Success,” which was found 
to have low moral tone and sugges- 
tive situations. 


Drive-In Refused, Ask 
Okay for Dickinson Motel 


Kansas City, July 2. 
Dickinson theatre circuit owners 
are seeking a permit to build a 
motel on property owned by Glen 
W. Dickinson Sr., in Johnson 
County, Kansas, on the _ south- 
western edge of the Kansas City 





build a motel of 18 units to cost 
$800,000 

Previously Dickinson had sought 
a permit to build a drive-in theatre 
on the property but was refused. 
Dickinsin already operates two 
drive-in and two conventional thea- 
tres in a four-way first-run hook-up 
in the metropolitan area, as well as 
a first run art- house, and theatres 
throughout this section of the mid- 
west. 





Europe to N. Y. 
Gary Cooper 
Mony Dalmes 
Alexander Sandor Inc. 
Henri Michaud 
Claude C. Philippe 
Leonard Thompsen 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Pearl Bailey 
Kermit Bloomgarden 
Herman Cohen 
Yvonne DeCarlo 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
Michael Higgins 

Les Kaufman 

Anna Magnani 
- Marilyn Maxwell 
Hal B. Wallis 
George Weltner 
Betty White 








methopolitan area. Last week the, 
circuit asked the Mission Town-| 
ship Zoning Board for a permit to | 


‘Los Angeles Stage Farce 
‘Pajama Tops’ Due For 
Film Via Stan Seiden 


Los Angles, July 2. 

“Pajama Tops,” faree by Mawby 
Green and Ed Feilbert, which has 
been running in local legit houses 
for the past 36 weeks, will be 
filmed this Fall under a deal being 
finalized by Stan Seiden. He’s aim- 
ing for a Christmas release. 

Seiden was a member of the pro- 
|ducing group which o 
| opened the show at the Forum The- 
atre last year. It ran eight months, 
returning a profit of three and one- 
| half to one to its backers and then 
shuttered. Seiden took it over, 
joining forces with Theodore Tick- 
| tin, owner of the Civic Playhouse, 
land moved it to the latter house 
| where it is now in its fifth week. 


Jerry Lewis As 
Own Producer 
Ballyhoo-Crazy 


Jerry Lewis has taken on a back- 
breaking promotional schedule to 
bally his first Dean Martin-less 
picture, “The Delicate Delinquent.” 
Made under the banner of York 
| Productions, Lewis’ own company, 
and with the comedian listed as 
producer, Lewis, has a hefty stake 
in the picture being released by 
|{Paramount. Hence his effort to 
make sure that the public knows 
| about the picture. 
| From July 2 to July 20, Lewis 
will visit 17 cities to plug the film 
personally. He'll not only be avail- 
able for the usual round of press 
interviews, department store ap- 
pearances, radio-tv outings, -but 

(Continued on page 17) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Theodore Bikel 
Irving Briskin 
George Englund 
Sam Lurie 
Albert McCleery 
Rosalind Russell 
Mel Shavelson 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Dave Tebet 
Joseph R. Vogel 
Danny Welkes 
Walter Winchell 


N. Y. to Europe 
Charles Allen 
Mrs. H. Allwyn Innes-Brown 
Arthur Cantor 
Irving Cooper 
Walter Craig 
Bradford Dillman 
Florence Eldridge 
Dan Fisher 
Fredric March 
Elliott Martin 
Lucille A. Phillips 
Jason Robards Jr. 
Katherine Ross 
Harry Saltzman 
Renata Tebaldi 
Sam Tucker 


























Taplinger Will Test Hunch on Ad 
Placement “After” the Opening 


Film companies are scattering;go and see. I think we should 
their shots and undermining the|leave the interest-rousing part of 
effectiveness of their campaigns|it to the nation.1 magazines. The 
by concentrating newspaper ad|newspaper campaign should sell 
campaigns prior to the opening) the product that is on the screen.” 








of pictures and letting films “coast” | He stressed that he didn’t have 
once they're launched. }in mind cutting down on the news- 

That’s the opinion of Robert S.| paper ad’ budget, but rather fa- 
|Taplinger, the Warner Bros. pub-| vored shifting the weight of the 
lic relations v.p., who said in| campaign, and the timing of it, to 
| Gotham this week that™he intended | make it more applicable to the 
| to test his theory with the upcom-| merchandising of a film to the 


However, the U. S. State Depart-|ing “Band of Angels.” 


ment very definitely favors Ameri-|__ When the picture opens at the 


can participation and has made its) Paramount July 10, it'll be an 


|public. “When people want to go 
to the movies, and consult their 
-| papers, that’s when an ad is go- 


feelings known to the companies, |Nounced in the papers in advance. | ing t) count,” he held. 


There'll be an ad barrage jus 





Cy Harvey’s Janus Films has es- 


prior to the opening, and it'll be 


t; Asked what would happen if a 
picture received bad notices, Tap- 


tablished N.Y. offices. Ava Leigh-| continued during the run of the linger opined that a heavier ad 


ton, formerly of Times Film, will | filn. to help sustain it. 
be in charge. Janus distributes | said Taplinger, “what's the use 0 
imports, e j advertising something people can 


“After all,| concentration after release could 


f\well help to offset the impact 
t\of negative critical reaction, 








New York Sound Track 


oe ee i ied Oooo ees 


Charles Allen, the Wall Street broker, believed continuing pur- 
chases of Metro stock. His total holdings are now probably 70,000 
shares. Allen is also a heavy investor in Warner Bros., owning some 
50,000 shares in that company. He was originally associated with 
Boston’s Serge Semenenko in the buyout of the three Warner brothers 
. « » Gina Lollobrigida will star in “Solomon and Sheba,” which her 
own indie company will produce with Arthur Hornblow Jr. and Ed- 
ward Small for United Artists release ... Wall Street firm of Oppen- 
heimer & Co. foresees Columbia’s profits restored to the 1954-55 level 
at the end of its June 30, 1958 fiscal period. In the 1954-55 stanza, 
Col reported earnings of better than $4 per share. Brokerage com- 
pany’s optimism is based on the potential of Col’s upcoming releases, 
strong take expected from international market, and activities of 
Screen Gems, Col’s telepix subsid. 


Brigitte Bardot, sexsational French star, to burst upon Americans 
in three films: “God Created Woman,” Mademoiselle Striptease” 
and “House Across the Street” . . . William K. Zinsser, film critic of 
the N.Y. Herald Tribune, Sunday (30) wrote a feature piece plugging 
movie-going and airconditioned theatres (regular and drive-ins). Echo 
of Ogden Reid Jr. on the Metro board? Maybe more publishers should 
join film company boards. 

Negotiations for a new French film agreement were temporarily 
suspended in Paris when Jacques Flaud of the Centre National came 
down with a sore throat ... Henry Newman has set up a new firm to 
distribute indie U.S. films in Germany and Austria . . . Clark Gable 
has dropped plans for coming to Gotham for the “Band of Angels” 
preem ... Annemarie Duringer, signed by 20th-Fox, has withdrawn 
from the “Fraeulein” lead and is now in Europe to make a German 
film ... The N.Y. censor passed “Liane of the Jungie” despite a nude 
scene ... Otte Preminger to Europe for “Bonjour Tristesse.” 

Herbert Kline and Cyril Means Jr., who plan to do a film biography 
of Clarence Darrow, have purchased the screen rights to a new novel 
about the famous lawyer—“Clarence Darrow—Defender of the Lost,” 
which will be published by Julian Messner in the fall. Author Ernest 
Shenkin will also write the screenplay. Film rights were acquired for 
$75,000 plus a participation in the film’s profits . . . Metro homeoffice 
and studio pub-ad execs wound up three days of discussion on the 
world premiere plans for “Raintree County,” set for late September 
in Louisville . . . Lee Bergman, Columbia homeoffice exploiteer, has 
sold his first novel to Thomas Y. Crowell-for publication next year. 
Titled ‘None So Blind,” it has a race relations theme against a south- 
ern background. Bergman has retained the film rights. 

Otte .Preminger, producer of “Saint Joan,” answered a question by 
Al Collins, via “Tonight” over NBC-TV, Thursday (27), about “un- 
favorable’’ New York reviews, with the comment, “This picture is one 
on which you expect good reviews and not too much business. So far, 
it has been the other way around. Maybe this is better.” 

And after reading the reviews of “St. Joan,” Toronto Globe & Mail's 
legit critic Herbert Whittaker remarked last week, “The whole ven- 
ture was a piece of sheer effrontery on Preminger’s part, to suggest 
that he could hypnotize an untrained child into encompassing one of 
the longest and most difficult roles in the modern theatre. The re- 
viewers are generally agreed that the only moment in which little 
Jean Seberg succeeds is at the end when she is being burned at the 
stake. And the whole world knows how Preminger managed to get 
the right reaction then—by using real flames. Where he made his big 
mistake, presumably, was in not showing her real saints.” 

Lester Dinoff has left the Motion Picture Daily to become special 
writer and tradepress contact for Rank Film Distributors of America... 
Mike Todd and menage returning from Europe next month, which is 
earlier than planned . . . Warner Bros. mulling a roadshow policy for 
“Sayonara.” Picture now runs 312 hours. 

Floods and tornadoes are causing misery for theatres in various 
parts of Minnesota exchange area. Bad storms lately have been an 
almost daily occurrence.. The spring and summer weather has been 
the worst in history. Plenty of torrential rain. In Marshal, Minn., for 
example, water higher than the auditorium seats did heavy damage. 

Theo Richmond, publicity topper for Britain’s Charter Films, the 
Boulting Brothers producing company, is in N.Y. to confer with Con- 
tinental Films on release plans for the Boultings’ “Brothers In Law.” 
He's headquartering with Alfred Katz, personal representative for the 
Boultings in the U.S. . .. Ray Milland is in London to star in and 
direct “The Tale of Willie Gordon” for Metro . . . New American 
Library issuing a special film edition of Claude Anet’s “Ariane,” on 
which Allied Artists’ “Love in the Afternoon” is based . . . Dimitri 
Tiomkin interrupting his scoring chores on Cinerama’s “Search for 
Paradise” to fly to the Coast to confer with Hal Wallis and George 
Cukor on next assignment, “Woman Obsessed” . . . “Man of a Thou- 
sand Faces,” Universal's film biography of Lon Chaney, gets invita- 
tional press and exhibitor preview at the RKO 86th St. Theatre Tues- 
day (9) . . . Loew’s prexy Joseph R. Vogel to the Coast (again) for 
studio conferences ... V.p. and general counsel Ben Melniker and sec- 
retary Irving Greenfield will meet Vogel on the Coast next week for 
the company’s board meeting to be held at the studio July 11-12. 

French Film Office reports Jules Dassin (“Rififi”) plans a screen ver- 
sion of Dostoievski’s “The Brothers Karamazov” as his next produc- 
tion. Metro plans to do the same story with Maria Schell in the lead. 
Maybe Dassin can get Marilyn Monroe, who “acquainted” Hollywood 
with the classic in the first place . .. All the film companies are clos- 





‘| ing for the four-day July 4 period. Even Paramount capitulated . . . 


Robert Anderson to the Coast to write the screenplay for “The Nun's 
Story,” based on the Kathryfi Hulme book. Audrey Hepburn will star, 
Fred Zinnemann direct. ss 

Aurora Productions Inc. has been authorized to conduct a motion 
picture production business in New York, with. capital stock of 200 
shares, no par value. Jacob W. Abraham and Sidney Koenig, are direc- 
tors and filing attorneys. 

Time mag’s July 26 cover story is on Kim Novak. 

Richard Edelstein, Paramount topper in Spain, has been re-assigned 
to Paris as assistant to Continental manager, John Nathan. Edelstein 
was active in the Motion Picture Export Assn. distrib conflict with 
Spain as head of the MPEA group of agency ¢irectors set up to defend 
US. interests. New chief of the MPEA’s is Enrique Aguilar, Spain man- 
ager for Universal. 

Boris Kaplan, forraer Broadway producer and eastern talent exec 
for Paramount, signed as a term producer at Columbia and will launch 
“Shadow in the Wild” as his first assignment .. . Metro assigned “The 
Trail West” to Aaron Rosenberg as one of the big outdoor films of the 
year... Jesse Hibbs will direct “The Way Back” at Universal . . . Pro- 
ducer Joseph Kaufman set Lewis Allen to direct and Glynis Johns to 
co-star with Lana Turner in “Another Time-Another Place” which will 
be filmed in England this Fall ... Joseph Pasternak and Sam Katz 
have rights to the French novel “Three Blondes” by Pierre Dassete 
for lensing under their Euterpe Production banner at Columbia. . . 
Dana Lyon’s suspense yarn, “The Tentacles,” purchased by MGM and 
assigned to Milo Frank for production . . . Clarement Productions’ 
“Yuan” will start July 29 in Hong Kong. 

Our boy Bill Steif in San Francisco passes along a morbid-type 
tale, a form of American humor going the rounds in that city: ‘Well, 


j other than that, how did you like the show, Mrs. Lincoln?” 
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Ustinov Ducks ‘Egyptian’ 
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ARGENTINE MAY Y ‘LIBERATE’ B.0. 





‘Gunfight’ Shoots Way to Top of June; 
Industry Revives With New Product; 


Island In Sun’ Pace Is Strong 





(Following the final week each? 
month Variety publishes a prog- 
ress report on the film boxoffices 
in the domestic market. This is a 
summing up of the record and 1. “0.K. Corral” (Par). 
usually coincides with the realtistic 2. “Around World’ (UA). 
rankings of current releases. How- 3. “Island in Sun” (20th). 
evér, the monthly survey does not| 4 “7 Wonders” (Cinerama), 
pretend to be fully national nor a 5. “Commandments (Par), 
tally of the nation’s admissions. It 6. he D.L (WB). 
is substance of reports filed week 7. “Little Hut (M-G). 
by week by Variety correspond- > Desk Set” (20th). 
0. 


June’s Jumpers 


ent: in 24 key situations,—Ed.) : aan ath 


We Always Make 
Film Copy ‘Must’ 


_— 








After the depressed mood en- 
gendered in U.S. film showmen by 
May's miseries the joys of June 
have encouraged a resumption of 
interest. in going on. May may 
have been a little worse than May 
often is. June was certainly helped 
by three or four blockbusters plus 
a generally improved quality of 
new product. The over-all grosses 
reflect the fact that four films in 
the past month were over $1,000,- 


000 .grossers in the 24 cities re- Say S Look Mag 


ported by this journal. k ma 
“Genkght at OK. Corrnt” (Pe) | gine Oe ee ee chad 
copped first place in the June race| America’s top entertainment. 
for laurels by a nose. Pic caught | Testimonial came in a letter from 
on from the first and figured/ J.C. Herrick, Look executive, re- 
high in ratings for four successive | printed in one of the series of 
weeks. “Around World in 80/COMPO ads in Editor & Pub- 
~ Ph ae -_ - Fg en Msher. 
ond. Stamina of this pic. even Herrick wrote that, in 20 years 
(Continued on page 20) of publishing, Look had never 
had an issue without a “movie” 


Universal Earnings From |°,,,™°*ig2,,, Picture, Personality 


Look has been devoted to amuse- 

Carefully-Budgeted Films ments (15% to 20%) than to any 
° ° other category,” the Herrick let- 
Hailed in Bache Paper ter ran. “With this policy, Look 

The shares of Universal “appear nes p doen pte satis eo ae 
to be one of the overlooked equities “ . ’ 
in the motion picture industry,” ac- This I believe is evidence that 
cording to a staff memorandum is- the American public still regards 
sued by a Wall Street brokerage the motion picture as an essential 
house. The report, made by Bache form of entertainment. We are 
& Co., points out that in recent happy to note that more and more 
years U has earned more money,,,,, newspapers sre showing that they, 
from film production than most of too, recognize the movies’ reader- 
the larger companies in the indus- ship value. They are increasing 
try. It notes, too, that U has not the space they give motion pic- 
as yet consummated a deal for the tures and are improving the ap- 
sale or lease of its backlog films eee of their entertainment 
to television. sections. 

According to Bache, the value of| Latter observations is somewhat 
these films on a per share basis is | @t variance with the frequent and 
equal to a major portion of the| loud complaints of the film com- 
market price of the shares. This ppaies to the effect that the papers 
factor, the Wall St. firm stresses,| if anything are cutting down on 
coupled with U's high asset value| “free” space~ devoted to films, 
and its excellent past operating rec-| Often in favor of tv copy. 
ord, “reduces the speculative risks| Look, along with the other top 
inherent in the shares of motion | general circulation mags, is heav- 
picture companies.” As a result,|ily in competition for the Holly- 
Bache terms U’s shares as “specula-| wood ad dollar. 
tively attractive for capital appre- 
ciation.” 

No analysis of U can be complete 
without including Decca Records, Austin, July 2. 
according to Bache. Decca, it) Clyde Butter has been appointed 
points out, controls over 80% of| executive secretary of the Texas 
U’s stock and this factor “implies| Drive-In Theatre Assn. by Eddie 
that an eventual merger of the! Joseph, prez of the group. 


two companies is probable.” , 
Bache favors U’s policy of mak- Buttler’s a local ad-press rep. He 


: has spent years in radio and video 
ing medium budget pictures with 
wide appeal. It feels that perhaps in Houston and New Orleans. 








Butter’s Drive-in Post 








MPEAFIGHTS 100 
LOW ADMISSION: 


Increase in admission prices and 
possibly complete liberation of ad- 
mish scales are expected in Argen- 
tina following the elections on 
July 28 

Disclosure came last week as 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
took issue with Bernard Gates, Al- 
lied Artists’ Latin American top- 
per, over his charge (VARIETY, 
June 19) that the U.S. distributors 
in latin republics were refusing to 
do anything about the Government- 
dictated low admission prices for 
low-wages economies, 

The N.Y. foreign managers ex- 
pressed surprise at Gates’ assertion 
in the light of known MPEA at- 
tempts to get local governments to 
raise admission scales as much as 
possible. 

Due to strong and continuous 
pressure from the companies, the 
local film boards and MPEA’s Rob- 
ert Corkery, who's in charge o 
Latin America, admission prices 
have gone up in at least five coun- 
tries. The companies have held off 
for the moment in: Mexico when 
they were assured by the powerful 
local exhibitor group that the gov- 
ernment couldn't be budged on the 
issue uned present political cir. 
cumstances. 

Brazil Situation 

In Brazil, where prices were 
raised as much as 80% for various 
‘scope pictures, the American com- 
panies have actually gone to court 
to challenge the government's right 
to fix prices. In other countries, 
too, there is continuous behind-the- 
scene activity and pressure to get 
prices upped. 

It’s conceded, however, that 
Latin American governments tend 
to keep prices artificially low so as 
not to add further discontent among 
the working people who have very 
limited cash incomes. It’s conceded 
also that in one or two instances, 
after prices were raised, they had 
to be reduced again as the result 
of a popular outcry. 

In dollar area (Venezuela) and the 
Caribbean boxoffice scales already 
are quite high, and it’s the prevail- 
ing opinion in New York that it 
would be a mistake to push then 
up still further and thereby out of 
reach of the average person. 

In Chile, a price liberation de- 
cree was signed on June 17. Admis- 
sions there were upped three times 
during the past 18 months, mostly 
due to the efforts of the MPEA 
working with the local film board. 
In Argentina, admission scales 
were upped last year, but then 
again reduced, though not to the 
original level. In Peru, there was 
a 100% increase a year ago. Here, 
again, public outery forced a cut- 
back of 50%. According to Cork- 
ery, it'd be foolish for the moment 
to press for more since the market 
couldn’t stand it. 

In Colombia, the American in- 
dustry was in part responsible for 
the recent shift of admission con- 
trols from the central government 





‘Squeeze-Unsqueeze Speed Essential, 
Technical Problems in Lab Delay 


Movietone Newsreel Going C’Scope 


* Switch of the 20th-Fox Movie- 
tone newsreel to CinemaScope may 
be delayed pending expansion of 
the company’s optical department 
in New York where footage can be 





Fireworks at Drive-In 


Prudential Theatres’ will 
mark Independence Day eve 


tonight (Wed.) at its three squeezed and unsqueezed rapidly. 
Long Island drive-ins with a Certain problems have arisen 
“gigantic” fireworks display. | since the original decision to put 
These will be held at the All- [out a C’Scope black-and-white 


}reel. One of them is the commit- 
| ment 20th has via its United Pres 
| television tieup. Also, certain for- 
| eign accounts must be served in 
regular 2-D. 

The only immediate way of get- 
ting around all this would be te 
have the reel shot in double version, 
i.e. in CinemaScope and standrad 
This, however, is considered much 
too expensive. 

Also, Movietone uses footage 
from freelancers all over the 
world, and they send in their mate- 
rial in 2-D, Such film has to be 
“squeezed” for a CinemaScope reél 

According to 20th technicians, 
the unsqueezing of CinemaScope 
is no problem, though it takes time 
Procedure its to virtually “scan* 

the CinemaSecope negative frame- 
or 0 by-frame, concentrating on the ac- 
tion in the picture and eliminating 
the sides. Squeezing a normal pic- 

Warner Brothers not only wel-|ture into C’Scope proportion 
comes but “aggressively seeks” in-| doesn't represent much of a difti- 
dependent producers with ideas | culty. 
and talent, Benjamin Kalmenson, Same _ unsqueezing procedure 
WB exec v. p., told the company’s | would have to be followed by 20th 
sales convention in New York last should the company decide to ga 
week. jalong with any of the projected 

Kalmenson, stressing continu-| home pay-tv systems. CinemaScope 
ance of the Warner open-door pol- |as such can't be shown on the air, 
icy, said the company would “‘con-| For promotion purposes, 20th has 
tinue to present fine pictures made | | unsqueezed chunks of footage that 


Weather Drive-In at Copiague 
as well as at the Commack and 
Massapequa ozoners. 

Fireworks will precede the 
regular showing of the sites’ 
usual twin-bill film programs. 
Prudential points out there'll 
be no increase in the admish 
scale for the aerial bombs, 
roman candles, etc. - 


Warners Endorse 
Freelance Sources 











ee eee 


by independent companies utilizing | 
our production and distribution fa- 
cilities.” 

In a message to the meeting, 
prexy Jack L. Warner saw a bright | 
future for the company. “There | 
will be no letup in our drive to) 


position of entertainment leader- 
ship Warner Bros. has enjoyed | 
since the company’s founding,” 

Warner said. “With many of the 
current bestselling novels and top| 
Broadway. hits on our completed | 
or in-preparation schedule, we are | 
constantly adding to our pre-emi- | 
nent story properties: 


will continue to bring to Warner | 
Bros. the finest, most imaginative | 
creative talent.” 

Earlier, Roy Haines, WB general 
sales manager, told his crew that 
they could expect “the most im- 
portant and diversified product 
ever released by your pemors | 
during the next six months.” 


a wide variety of topics, appealing 
to all ages. 

In his talk, Kalmenson stated | 
that “The day of mediocrity in mo- | 
tion picture entertainment is long | 
past. Our studios are interested | 
in the purchasing of pre-sold prop- 
erties and by pre-sold I mean best-| 





to the local mayors. 


(Continued on page 20) | 





this policy is the reason for U’s 
success 


“Thus, when a film produced at 
moderate cost attracts a large audi- 
ence, substantial profit accrues to 
the producing company. 





The Motion Picture Export 
Ottawa, July 2. —_ he — ee 4 

Peter Ustinov says he never saw planhed uses monies tied up 
20th-Fox’s “The Egyptian,” one of| the socalled 40% account in Italy. 
three Hollywood films he appeared | Move fcilowed the Italian request 
in, “because I disliked making the | for a $4,000,000 loan out of that ac-| 
picture so much.” count to Italian production which 
Bearded English actor is visiting | is squeezed for adequate financing. 
here with his Ottawa-born wife,| The 40% account takes in coin 
ex-actress Suzanne Cloutier, and | which the Americans are supposed 
their two children, one born in to be using for production in Italy. 
Hollywood. Her father is Queen's | According to the Italians, who com- 
Printer Edmond Cloutier. | plain there isn’t enough U.S. activ- 
Ustinov opens in the lead of his | ity production-wise in Italy, there 
West End success “Romanoff and | are now some $8,000,000 in the ac- 
Juliet,” which he authored, in Bos-|count. They. want 50% of it as a 
ton about Sept. 9. Ceorze S. Kauf-| loan. 
man directs. He e--~~'s to hit | MPEA survey so far has shown 





have any money in that particular 
account. (They are allowed to use 
or remit the remaining 60° in one 
way or another). Other compa- 
nies have large amounts tied up, 
though it’s said that the $8,000,000 
figure of the Italians is exagger- 
ated. 

The companies that do have coin 
blocked say that these sums are 
either allocated for specific pro- 
duction projects planned for the 
future or else held in reserve for 
stories which the studios have on 
the planning boards and may do in 
Italy. In any case, it’s contended, 
it isn’t true that, just because there 
may have been a-temporary lull in 
U.S. filming in Italy, the money 





Broadway in mid-October. | that some of the companies don't 





is just lying there useless. 


maintain and further establish the | 


other two years. 


negotiating important deals which | P 


into action. 


were to be shown on various tv 
shows. 


Fail to Restore Censors; 
Pennsylvania Free Of : 


Bluenoses for 2 Years 


Film censorship is a dead issue 
| in Pennsylvania for at least an- 
State Legisla- 
{ture adjourned late last week be- 
fore a bill designed to reestablish 





censorship could reach the floor 
We also are |°f the House and it therefore ex- 


ired. 

Agitation for renewal of a blue- 

pencil stature had been strong 
= indeed it was feared thai the 
ensors would be legislated back 

Similar situation ob- 


tained in Ohio where a bill re- 
establishing a film censorship au- 
| thority was allowed to die. 


Pennsylvania Legislature will 


- 4 that the product covered | not reconvene until 1959. 


PRESSAGENTS DECLINE 





SELF-PUNISHMENT 


Members of the N. Y. Screen 
Publicists Guild at a meeting last 


week overwhelmingly defeated a 
proposal for an increase in fines 
and subsequent expulsion from the 
union for non-attendance at unit 


cig! die JKEWARM N.Y. SLANT: ON ITALIANS’ 
| NEW BID TO BORROW UNREMITTABLE $$ 


While the basic sentiment among | 
the companies is still against an- 
other loan to the Italians, it is also 
true that the matter has not been 
put formally to the MPEA board, 
and—according to one good source 


—it may never be presented as a_ 


formal resolution on which a vote 
would be required. 


The loan idea was first ad-| 


vanced to MPEA prexy Eric John- 
ston by Ejitel Momfiaco of Italy's 
ANICA in Rome in April. Feel- 
ing now seems to be that, if the 
American companies can prove that 
they have specific plans for utiliza-| 
tion of the money, there then) 


would be no very good reason for 
the Italians to tap the fund. 


meetings. 

Plagued by absences during the 

long period between contract ne- 
| gotiations, a group within the 
Guild sought to raise the current 
fine of $1 for each meeting missed 
to $5 for the first absence, $10 for 
the second, and expulsion from the 
| union for the third. Voting on the 
| proposal brought out the largest 
turnout of SPGites in months. 

The SPG represents pub-ad staff- 
ers at Warner Bros., Columbia, 
Universal, United Artists, 20th-Fox 
and Metro. 





Promote Paul Kamey 

Paul Kamey, Universal publicist, 
has been hoisted by eastern pub-ad 
chief Charles Simonelli to ‘the 
| newly-created post of assistant 
;}eastern publicity manager. He'll 
| aide Philip Gerard, the company’s 
eastern publicity manager. 

Kamey has been with U for 
eight years. Prior to that he was 
in the publicity departments of 
| Metro and 20th-Fox. 
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Loving You 
(V'VISION-COLOR-SONGS) 





Elvis Presley returns in a pic- 
ture tailor-made to his talents. 
It's a rock ’n’ roller with a 
good story-line that shapes as 
a juve trade natural, 





Paramount release of Hab B. Wallis 
preduction, Stars Elvis Presley, Liza- 
beth Scott, Wendell Corey; features Do- 
lores Hart, James Gleason, h Dumke, 
Paul Smith, Ken Becker; Jana nd. Di- 
posses by Hal Kanter; script, Herbert 

aker and Kanter, from a stery by Mary 
Agnes Thompson; camera (Technicolor), 
Charlies Lang; numbers staged by Charles 
O’Curran; music arranged and conducted 
by Walter Scharf; vocal accompaniment, 
The Jordanaires; editor, Howard Smith. 


Previewed at the Capitol Theatre, N. Y., 
June 20, ‘57. Running time, 101 MINS. 
Deke Rivers . Elvis Presley 





2) Lizabeth Scott 
. Wendell Corey 


Glenda ved 
Tex Warner .. 






Susan Jessup .... -.+» Dolores Hart 
ari enced +eee James Gleason 
Tallman .. . Ralph Dumke 
keeter -»» Paul Smith 
Wayne «+» Ken Becker 
Dalay .....-cccccveccccovcses Jana Lund 





Though the rock ’n’ roll craze 
perhaps passed its peak, there's 
little question that a sizeable part 
of the citizenry will welcome Elvis 
Presley back for his second screen 
appearance. AN easy guess that 
customers will be young in years 
appearance, An easy guess is that 
have to be if they're to match the 
rock ‘n’ roller’s gwn lungpower in 
the picture itself, 

Producer Hal B. Wallis has 
chosen wisely in picking ‘Loving 
You” as a vehicle for Presley. It's 
a simple story, in which he can 
be believed, which has romantic 
overtones and exposes the singer to 
the kind of thing he does best, 
ie. shout eut his rythms, bang 
away at his guitar and perforin 
the strange, knee-bending, hip- 
swinging contortions that are his 
trademark and that, for unfathom- 
able reasons, induce squealing 
noises from his young fans. 

Apart from this, Presley shows 
improvement as an actor. It’s not 
a demanding part and, being rcur- 
rounded by a capable crew of per- 
formers, he comes across as a sim- 

fe but pleasant sort. Herbert 

aker and Hal Kanter have fash- 
joned an okay script spiked with 
folksy humor interwoven’ with 
some sentimental strains. The 
corny aspects probably don’t mat- 
ter. As a matter of fact, they'll 
probably help. 

Wallis has given the film a plush 
mounting, in VistaVision and Tech- 
nicolor, which adds to the values. 
Working with Presley are Lizabein 
Scott and Wendell Corey, both de- 
lineating definite characters and 
doing well in the laughs depart- 
ment. Film introes a newcomer, 
Dolores Hart, in an undemanding 
role as Presley's girl. Even so, 
the young actress conveys a very 
pleasing personality and handles 
her chores with charm. She ought 
to be seen again. 

Story has Presley picked up by 
Miss Scott, a publicity girl touring 
with a hillbilly band on a whistle- 
stop tour. She gets Corey, the 
leader of the outfit, to take on 
Presley, and they stunt him into a 
rock ‘n’ roll personality. Of 
course, there are complications and 
Presley takes himself off just as 
he’s supposed to go on a national 
video show. Miss Scott brings him 
back for the happy finish that sees 
Presley and Miss Hart and Corey 
and Miss Scott united, 

Director Kanter exploits the 
various facets that have contrib- 
uted to Presley's succes€. He sings 
a lot of songs, some of ‘em west- 
ern ballads and the rest of the rock 
‘n’ roll, boggie-woogie variety. 
Among the numbers heard are 
“Hot Dog,” “Lonesome Cowboy,” 
“Got a Lot of Livin’ To do,” “Let's 
Have a Party,” “Detour,” “Dancing 
on the Dare” and the theme song— 
“Loving You.” It’s all highly ex- 
ploltable stuff. Film shapes as a 


sangup attraction for the hinter- | 


lands and should be a crowd-pleas- 
er in the keys where Presley is 
still a draw with the youngsters. 

Miss Scott as the ambitious pub- 
licity gal can’t be taken seriously, 
but she does okay. Corey displays 
a comic talent and is very good as 
tex Warner, James Gleason con- 
tributes the pro touch, as do Ralph 
Dumke, Paul Smith and Jana 
Lund. Latter scores in the role 
of a smitten teenager. Kanter's 
direction consciously pitches the 
proceedings to the teenage mental- 
ity. There'll always be those who'll 
find the whole Presley phenome- 
non either laughable or even dis- 
gusting, yet these probably won't be 
those who'll ga to see the film 
anyhow. It’s surely not a critics’ 
picture, but, from the looks of it, 
it's boxoffice. And who's t quar- 
rel with that in 1957? 

Charles Lang's photograph: is 
pleasing in Technicolor. How «rd 
Smith's editing is competent. 


| Rip 
| Leslie N 


Charles O’Curran staged the vari- 
ous numbers with imagination and 
the Jordanaires offer good backing 
for Presley. Cel, Tom ge 
s manager, gets credit as 
Technical Advisor, and take that 
literally and seriously. He's an ex- 
pert property developer. _ Hift. 





God Is My Pariner 
(REGALSCOPE) 





Contrived ot with “faith” 
angles. Pretty slow. Only Wal- 
ter Brennan name possibly to 
attract. Small returns indi- 
cated. 





Hollywood, June 28. 


Twentieth-Fox release of a Sam Hersh 
production. Stars Walter Brennan; co- 
stars Marion Ross, Jesse White; features 
Nelson Leigh, Charles Lane, Ellen Corby, 
Paul Cavanagh. Directed by William F. 
Claxton. Screenplay, Charles Francis 
Royal; camera, alter Strenge; editor, 
Robert Fritch; music, Paul Dunlap. Pre- 
war June 26, 57. Running time, 79 


Dr. Charles Grayson su WUEing Brennan 







Gordon Palmer ......+++.+-: ohn Hoyt 
Francis Denning Marion Ross 
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“God Is My Partner,” produced 
by religioso filmmaker Sam Hersh, 
is more apt for the church market 
than theatrical release. Film is 
short on the punch necessary for 
the commercial screen and goes 
somewhat overboard in final se- 
quences on the faith theme for 
regular audiences. Against that 
generality, church or evangelical 
patronage may be pleased. 


The Charles. Francis Royal 
screenplay is mised on a suc- 
cessful, elderly surgeon being 


brought to trial on a charge by 
two nephews that he is incom- 
petent to handle money after cer- 
tain so-called eccentric activities. 
The basic plot never quite holds 
water, since the “proof” offered 
isn’t enough for any audience to 
credit, even though the jury seems 
so inclined. Narrative unfolds via 
a series of flashbacks from court. 
room action, where Walter Bren- 
nan is being defended by Marion 
Ross, as the prosecuting attorney 
first presents his case, then the de- 
fense by tearing down the “half- 
truths” offered by the prosecu- 
tion’s witnesses. Pic takes its title 
from Brennan, testifying why he 
donated $50,000 to his church, ex- 
plaining that without the Diety he 
could never have become the great 
surgeon that he had become. 
William F. Claxton’s over-leis- 
urely direction keeps film at a 
sometimes tedious tempo and 
script doesn’t allow much realism 
in portrayals. Brennan fares best, 
managing to make his work count. 
Technical credits are competent- 
ly handled, Walter Strenge, cam- 
era; Ernst Fegte, art direction; 
Robert Fritch, editing; Paul Dun- 
lap, music. Whit. 





X the Unknown 





Poor and complicated science- 
fictioner not for discriminating 
audiences. 





Hollywood, June 21. 


Warver Bros. release of an Anthony 
ction. Stars Dean Jagger, 
Edward pman, Leo McKern; features 
William Lucas, Peter Hammond, Michael 
r, Anthony Newley. Directed by 
orman. Story-screenplay, Jimmy 
Sangster; camera Gerald Gibbs; editor, 
James Needs; music, James Bernard. Pre- 
viewed June 19, ‘57. Running time, 
7? MINS. 





This picture earries a complicated 
structure difficult to follow. The 


|“unknown” that.serves as the men- 


ace in science-fiction yarn is so 
vague that audiences may be over- 
mystified, with result film will 
have hard even in least dis- 
criminating situations. Dean Jag- 
ger is only name. Anthony Hinds 
production deals with a com- 
pressed force from the center of 
the earth which escapes via fis- 
sure on earth’s crust to feed on 
energy found above, but subject 
is so nebulous as scientists admit 
they are meeting with an unknown 
phenomenon. 

Jagger plays an atomic scientist 
in .Scotland, called upon to solve 
the mystery of persons suffering 
from severe radiation burns after 





it’s figured some unkn« element 
has escaped through fissure. 
| His scenes are very t:. ¥, a gen- 


| eral fault in script of Jimmy Sang- 
| ster with Jagger are Edward Chap- 
| man, as director of atomic research 
|lab, who doesn’t hold to any of 
| Jagger’s theories, and Leo Mc- 
| Kern, investigator for the British 
Atomic Energy Comimission. Roles 
are strictly static and Leslie Nor- 
man's direction isn’t able to rise 
above what was handed him. 

Ww 


' hit. 


Beginning of the End 





Disa nting first effort by 
AB- Pictures Corp. .Low- 
budget, exploitation entry. 


Grasshoppers run mad; so does 
mediocrity. 





Republic release of AB-PT Pictures 
Corp. production. Stars Peggy Castle, 
Peter Graves and Morris Ankrum. Pro- 
duced and directed by Bert I. Gordon. 
Screenplay, Fred Freiberger and Lester 
Corn. Previewed in Yr, June 28, °57. 
Running time, 73 MINS. 

Audrey 
Ed 


Peggy Castle 
Peter Graves 
Morris Ankrum 


Richard Benedict 


General Hanson 
Corporal Mathias 


Captain Barton ....... ames Seay 
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i ee sesssccesees Don Eitner 
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Taggert . Pierre Watkin 


General Short ..... Frank Wilcox 





As the first release of the brand- 
new AB-PT Pictures Corp. (a sub- 
sidiary of the American Broadcast- 
ing-Paramount Theatres family) 
this release rates as a disapoint- 
ment. It’s not just old hat, but 
old scream, an echo of all the 
horror “monsters” sired by King 
Kong. Laden with mumbo-jumbo 
about atomic energy and radiation, 
this picture, on which Rert I. Gor- 
don takes the credit-blame as pro- 
ducer and director is a sorry of- 
fering for openers. 

Even taken on its own terms— 
as a low-budget exploitation pic- 
ture—“Beginning of the End” 
hardly reflects the best showman- 
ship of a major theatre circuit. 
Based on its low cost, its protected 
haven in the AB-PT houses, and 
its susceptibility to exploitation, 
the film can conceivably wind up 
a modest money-maker. Too, the 
backing the picture will receive 
from AB-PT may work to the ad- 
vantage of other exhibitors. But 
it’s still a letdown of expectations. 

Summarizing the plot of “Begin- 


the story of several dozen similar 
films. Mysterious deaths suddenly 
occur in an area where there is a 
government scientific station. This 
time it is an agricultural labora- 
tory in the midwest where, by the 


use of radioactive material, straw- | Lo 


berries and similar fruits are 
grown to the size of footballs. 
Somehow grasshoppers come in 
contact with the radioactive mate- 
rial and grow into 10-feet tall mon- 
sters. These monsters immediate- 
ly menace the nation. The Illi- 
nois National Guard is called up. 
Town and cities are destroyed as 
mere humans and their modern 
weapons cannot halt the invasion. 
A national emergency is declared 
and the Dept. of Defense takes 
over the defense of Chicago. 

The hopped-up grasshoppers in- 
vade the Windy City and are seen 
ploughing through armies. lumber- 
ing down streets, frightening a 
panic-stricken population, and 
crawling up tall buildings. All 
this is accomplished by obviously 
artificial superimpositions of 
drawings and the employment of 
stock footage. A way naturally is 
found to halt the monsters. They 
are lured into Lake Michigan 
where they are killed by the 
(surprise!) cold water. 

The Fred Freiberger and Lester 
Corn screenplay is ludicrous, bring- 
ing out every cliche in plot and 
dialog. Peggie Castle is unconvinc- 
ing as a national magazine news- 
hen-photographer; Peter Graves 
makes a gallant try as the young 
scientist and Morris Ankrum is 
artificially harassed as the com- 
manding general. The camera- 
work (uncredited) and the editing 
(ditto) match the scenario. Holl. 


The Unearthly — - 





Cheap. horror programmer 


built around the mad doctor 
theme. Fodder for the very 
unsophisticated. 





Hollywood, June 29. 
Republic release of an AB-PT produc- 
tion. ‘Stars John Carradine; features 
Allison Hayes, Myron Healy; with Sally 
Todd, Marilyn Buford, Arthur Batanides, 
Tor Johnson, Harry Fleer, Roy Gordon, 
Guy Prescott, Paul McWilliams. Producer- 
director, Brooke L. Peters. Screenplay, 
Geoffrey DennisJane Mann, from Miss 
Mann’s original. Camera, Merie Connell; 
editor, Richard Currier; art director. 
Daniel Hall: music. direction, Henry 
Varse, Michael Terr. Previewed, June 28, 
57. Running time, MINS. 
Prof. Charles Conway ....John Carradine 
Grace Thomas ..........+. Allison Hayes 
Mark Houston ... -Myron Healy 
i Sally Todd 
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| Capt. Rogers ............... Guy Prescott 
| Police Officer ........- Paul MacWilliams 
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| The mad doctor bit again. 
There's nothing to recommend this 
'one beyond its cheapness, Fod- 


ning of the End” is like rehashing g 


der for a 
market. 
Doe John Carradine and assist- 
ant Marilyn Buford are conducting 
experiments on human guinea pigs 
in an isolated sanatorium—some- 
thing to do with transplanting 
glands and extending the life span 
“forever.” Among the intended 
victims of Allison Hayes and My- 
ron Healy. To no one’s particular 
surprise, Healy turns out to be a 


very unsophisticated 


wood’s bulkier bit players, made up 
as a cellarful of doc Carradine’s 
“mistakes.” 

Geoffrey Dennis and Jane Mann 


| adapted Miss Mann's original with 


a maximum of cliches and a mini- 
mum of originality. Brooke L. 
Peters produced-directed with a 
heavy hand and no particular dis- 
tinction. g 

Carradine plays the doc broad- 
ly, as good a way as any. 
is only other competant thesp in 
cast. Miss Hayes, Miss Buford and 
Sally Todd, another of doc’s vic- 
tims, lend some visual pleasure to 
the proceedings, but 
aren’t up to unrewarding assign- 
ments. Tor Johnson, as the doc’s 
muscle man, and Arthur Batanides 
and Harry Fleer, other victims, are 
acceptable. 

Technical credits are competant, 
but show the effect of a short 
budget. Kove. 


The Buckskin Lady 





Fairish outdoor tale though 
scripting attempts to add 
“character” dimension fliv. 





Hollywood, June 25. 


United Artists release of a Bishop- 
Hittleman Pictures production. Stars 
Patricia Medina, Richard Denning, Gerald 
Mohr, Henry Hull; features Hank War- 
den, Robin Short, Richard Reeves, Doro- 
thy Adams. Producer-director, Carl K. 
Hittleman; screenplay, David Lang, Hit- 
tleman, from Francis §. Chase Jr. story; 
Ellsworth Fredericks; editor, 
sk; music, Albert Glasser. 
Title song, Glasser, Maurice Keller. Pre- 
ese June 24, 57. Running time, 66 
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Hank Warden 
oes Robin Short 
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Strictly for the program trade is 

this low-budget western. There’s 
enough action to compensate for 
half-hearted attempts of scripters 
David Lang and Carl K. Hittleman 
(who also produced-directed) to 
add character dimension to F. S. 
Chase’s story. These attempts get 
bogged down and serve no purpose 
but to slow pace. 
Patricia Medina portrays femme 
gambler in small western town, 
who’s supporting her drunken doc- 
tor father, Henry Hull, with her 
shady earnings. Also, she’s lady 
love of jocal top gunman, Gerald 
Mohr. 

Into town rides new doc, stal- 
wart Richard Denning, and in 
short order she’s fallen for him 
and tries to go straight. Naturally, 
complications set in and to save 
him, she rides off with Mohr. But 
when Mohr turns outlaw, she 
yearns for home and Denning, es- 
pecially after she catches a bullet 
picturesquely in her attractive 
Shoulder. When Denning catches 
-? to rescue her, she has to plug 

ohr with his own gun to save her 
true love. Then she and Denning 
can amble off toward the sunset 
together. 

Director Hittleman manages sev- 
eral fairly exciting fights and one 
bitterly amusing chase sequence, 
but otherwise his helming is rou- 
tine for the course. Emoting rare- 
ly rises above the elementary. 
Miss Medina, attractively clad in 
revealing gowns and tightfitting 
jeans, does a good job of register- 
ing sex, but otherwise rarely has 
a chance to change expression. 
Same applies to stereotyped roles 
of Denning and Mohr, who look 
perturbed and sneer throughout, 
respectively. Hull is appropriately 
weak and befuddled. 

Hank Warden is good as loyal 
friend of Miss Medina and Den- 
ning, who gets killed for his pains. 
Robert Short, in as a combo bar- 
keeper - ballad -strummin’ trouba- 
dor, hasn't a chance to develop his 
role into anything meaningful. 
Dorothy Adams, 
and Richard Reeves also turn in 
capable support chores. 





Technical credits are competent- 


|ly standard, except for choppy cut- 
| ting. 


ove, 


Healy|R 


otherwise | 2 


Bryon Foulger | 


Bernardine 
(C’SCOPE-COLOR) 





In the groove for y 

and tee untheweel sis. 
sters but Pat Boone entry is 
mild item for general market, 





20th-Fox release of Samuel G. Eng 
production. Stars Pat Mg = 
Moore, Janet Gaynor and mn Jagger, 
Features Richard Sargent, James Drury, 


cop, who blows the whistle on the Rennie Burne. | Walter Abel, Natalie 
proceedings with the proper | Schaefer, ewell. Directed by 
amount of derring-do. Finale has| $f", (v3, oan ae 
cops discover a band of Holly-j| Chase; camera (C’Scope De Luxe 

Color), Paul Vogel; editor, David Brether- 


ton; music, Lionel Newman; songs, “Ber- 
nardine” and “Technique” by Johnny 
Mercer, and “Love Letters in the Sand” 
by Nick and Charles Kenny and J. Fred 
Coots. Previewed in New York June 20, 
‘57. Running time, 94 MINS, 
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Pat Boone being an important 
figure among the younger set, it 
figures that his cinematic outing in 
“Bernardine” will receive their at- 
tention. Further, the Samuel G. 
Engel offering concerns itself 
with teenagers, and this means 
those at student age ought to feel 
the picture was made especially 
for them. To boot, there are sey- 
eral vocals by the star. 

Title song is a bright paean to a 
young man’s ideal girl and in cir- 
culation on the Dot label. The re- 
tailer action hasn't been strong yet 
but very well could pick up. It’s 
backed with the oldie, “Love Let- 
ters in the Sand” (Nick and 
Charles Kenny and J. Fred Coots), 
and this has been getting top-of- 
the-list spins. Third number is 
“Technique,” by Johnny Mercer 
(who also composed the title song) 
and its chances are fair enough 
considering the familiar Calypso 
beat and clever lyrics. Boone does 
them all in winning style, a selling 
factor for the picture. 

Engle’s production, based on the 
mildly-received Mary Chase play, 
is not in the true sense a run- 
of-the-audience entertainment, 
Those removed from teenagers 
and, in this case, their fancies and 
frolics and nye chatter likely will 
| find only mild diversion in the en- 
|try. Indeed, it seems that the 
script goes overboard in depicting 
ali the adult characters as near- 
|morons in contrast with the very 
hip juveniles on view. 

Boone is a member of the local 
| high school graduating class and a 
numerically limited clique whose 
main interests are motor boat rac- 
ing, cars and, m conversation- 
ally, girls. Terry Moore is a new- 
in-town telephone operator who 
answers to the description of their 
mentally-sketched ideal. Richard 
Sargent lays claim to her, having 
“discovered” her, but Boone's 
brother, James Drury, as an officer 
on leave from the Army, wins the 
gal and Sargent impulsively enlists 
in the military. 

That’s about it, in the broad 
sense. In between there’s lots of 
big words that make but small 
talk as mouthed by Boone and his 
classmates. As directed by Henry 
Levin, the treatment is _light- 
hearted except for Sargent’s ro- 
mantic setback, 

Performances are so-so. Boone 
is strong with a pop vocal but he 
acts with a strained-for nonchal- 
ance that is not oming. And 
the camera work, in De Luxe color 
and CinemaScope, makes him out 
too much of a pretty-boy. Miss 
Moore is attractive and fits her 
part well, Sargent comes off tops 
as the clumsy would-be Casanova. 
who lacks “technique.” Janet Gay- 
nor smiles and behaves pleasantly 
a Sargent’s widowed mother (a 
stronger part would have been 
welcome on her return to the 
screen) and Dean Jagger, as her 
admirer, meets the requirement of 
the Theodore Reeves script. 

Ronnie Burns (son of George 
Burns and Gracie Allen), Walter 
Abel, Natalie Schaefer, Isabel 
| Jewell and others in the cast all 
| Work fair enough. Jack Costanzo 
and orchestra do a bongo number 
|which provides a fair amount of 
coler. 

Set decorations by Walter M. 
Scott and Stuart A. Reiss appear 
|te be from out of a House Beauti- 
|ful type of women’s mag. Tech- 
i nical credits all okay. Gene. 
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Metro Wants Out of ‘No Blade of Grass’ 





Second-Guess on Satevepost Buy Believed Fear Of 
Production Costs = 








Question before the house: Why 
is Metro trying to unload “No 
Blade of Grass,” which it bought 
only a couple of months ago for 
around $80,000? - 

Scott Meredith agency last week 
contacted all the story departments 
of the film companies, making it 
plain that M-G would be quite will- 
ing to part with the yarn for the 
same amount it originally paid for 
it. ; 

Explanation (considered a lame 
one) given was that Metro wouldn’t 
sign the release form of the Satur- 
day Evening Post, where the story 
originally appeared. It’s about 
what happens if all the food should 
disappear from the earth. 

Educated guess as to why Metro 
wants to part with the property is 
that, on closer examination, it 
found it difficult to shape it into 
a motion picture drama. Produc- 
tion cost would be tremendous. 
Columbia, originally unhappy when 
M-G snapped up the story, now is 
coldshouldering a deal. 

“No Blade of Grass” was one of 
the major story purchases under 
the new regime at Metro. Latter 
apparently isn’t willing to just let 
a difficult second-guessed proper- 
ty sit on the shelf, as might have 
been done in the old Louis B. 
Mayer days. 


NEWSMEN ‘WINCE’ WHILE 
SEEING ‘SWEET SMELL’ 


Washington, July 2. 

Private screening of “Sweet 
Smell of Success,” with an appear- 
ance of Burt Lancaster, drew an 
unusually large number of Wash- 
ington newsmen and columnists to 
MPAA’s plush Academia. Many of 
scribes present said they winced 
at film's portrayal of an unscrupu- 
lous, ruthless Broadway columnist. 


Appearing with Lancaster on tub- 
thumping tour was Barbara Nic- 
hols, who plays supporting role in 
film. Along for the ride were Mrs. 
Lancaster and their two young sons. 


Briefs From Lots 


Hollywood, July 2. 

British actress Patricia Cutts 
makes her first U, S. film bow with 
Danny Kaye in Sol C. Siegel's 
“Merry Andrew” at Metro... 
Howard Pine handed production 
reins on “Devil at My Heels,” auto- 
biography of former 
track star Zamperini, which 
will be made at Universal from a 
Syd Boehm screenplay .. . Reike 
Oyamo, 10-year-old Japanese girl 
signed to a term contract by 20th 
after appearing’ in “Stopover 
Tokyo,” will be brought to this 
country by her parents next month 
for her first assignment . . . Asso- 
ciates and Aldrich signed a two- 
picture releasing deal with United 
Artists for “The Snipe Hunt” and 
“Now We Know,” both to be di- 
rected by Robert Aldrich, 

“Cry Terror” is new tag for Me- 
tro’s “The Third Rail” . . . Michael 
Blankfort will produce and direct 
Edna St. Vincent Millay biopic for 
Columbia Pictures, adapted from 
Robert Farr’s upcoming biog, “I 
Burn My Candle at Both ds” 
... Edmond O’Brien and Mona 
Freeman snagged star roles in 
Col’s “The Trial of Captain Bar- 
rett,” Sam Katzman production . . . 
Raphael Hayes will script “The 
Shadow in the Wild” for Col... 
Randy Stuart set as femme lead op- 

osite George Montgomery in Al- 
ied Artists’ “New Day at Sun- 
down”... Warners cast Andy Grif- 
fith to star in “Onionhead,” which 
Norman Taurog will direct .. . 
Jack Cummings Productions will 
indie produce “The Will Adams 
Story” in Japan, adapted from 








Herbert A. Gowen book, “Five For- | Pre 


eigners in Japan” . . . Gina Lollo- 
brigida will play Sheba in Edward 
Small-Arthur Hornblow’s “Sol- 





ring Rita Hayworth, at the Pal- 
ace Theatre. 

Joe Templeton of WFAA 
and his “Carnival of Music” 
which broadcast from the Pal- 
ace Theatre lobby from 1:30 to 
3 p.m. on the opening day. 

A $100 Record Library from 

will be given away to 
some teenager. 


Stagehands in East 
Echo West Coast: 
Damn Home-Toll 


Theatrical unions in New York 
State, as represented by the Coun- 
cil of International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, have 
again registered their opposition to 
any form of home-toll television. 
Action of the eastern unionites fol- 
lows similar declaration-by the Cal- 
ifornia State Theatrical Federa- 
tion. 

In a statement signed by Thomas 
Murtha, chairman of the 10th Dis- 
trict, N. Y. Council of IATSE, the 
labor group went on record with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission “that it now feels more 
strongly than ever that any form 
of toll tv would injure the present 
status of all its members, and that 
the unions are united in their de- 
termination to see that this ‘grab’ 
of the air waves should not be con- 
doned.” 

Murtha indicated that he was in 
full agreement with the California 
State Theatrical Federation that to 
permit toll tv would be “an in- 
fringement on the property right 
now enjoyed by the general public 
on a no-fee basis.” He also took 
issue with the AFL Film Council, 
which has taken the position that 
home-toll would aid employment. 
“It would have the opposite effect,” 
said Murtha, “if this vicious sys- 
tem was ever permitted.” 

There is an undisclosed connec- 
tion between the N. Y. Couneil of 
IATSE and Theatre Owners of 
America in the fight against home- 
pay tv. Murtha’s statement was 
distributed to the press by TOA‘’s 
N. Y. office. 








SUES ON ‘TRAPEZE’ 


Daniel Fuchs Claims Lift from His 
Collier’s Tale 








on peze,” claiming 

ment of copyright, breach of im- 
plied contract, and violation of con- 
fidential relationshiy > 


Fuchs charges “Trapeze” was 
copied “in substantial ” from 
story originally titi “Daring 


Young Man” which appeared in 
Colliers during 1940. Rights, ex- 
cept magazine rights, reverted to 
him in 1956, 





Hollywood, July 2. 

George Bagnell was re-elected 
president of the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund at the annual meeting 
of the organization. 

Al B, Hilton, formerly sec- 
ond , Was upped to first vice 
sident, succeeding the late 
Mitchell Lewis. Otto Kruger, Sol 
Lesser and Valentine Davies were 
named 2d, 3d and 4th veepees re- 


THEATRES oTARVE 
FOR BOOKINGS 


Circuits trying to run kiddie 
shows are finding it 
difficult te get cooperation from 
the film companies. Problem has 
again come into focus with the on- 
coming of the summer months and 
the end of school. 

Motion Picture Assn. of America 
still maintains its Children’s Film 
Library, but, say exhibitors, most 
of the time there are no prints 
available of the “recommended” 
films. , 

Television is partly to blame for 
total situation. Very few pictures 
of direct appeal to children are 
made nowadays (Walt Disney be- 
ing a notable exception). Oldies 
that would fit perfectly into chil- 
dren’s shows, have been sold to 
syndicators, Either that, or the 
companies would have to make 
new acetate prints from the old 
negatives, and aren't eager to un- 
dertake the expense. 

One of the circuits again run- 

ning its traditional Saturday after- 
noon kiddie matinee is the Walter 
Reade chain in New Jersey. Reade 
has made up his own list of suit- 
able children’s films and has sub- 
mitted them to the local PTAs for 
approval. Circuit runs these shows 
in eight or nine of its towns, sell- 
ing a series of 10 tickets in ad- 
vance for $1, 
While the juve matinees are 
hardly money-making propositions 
for the theatres, some exhibs are 
strongly conscious of the need to 
attract the rapidly growing chil- 
dren population and draw it away 
from the tv sets. They feel that, 
of the consciousness of the movie 
theatre isn’t instilled at that stage, 
the youngsters will never regain 
the film-going habit as adults. 


Whitney's Pair To 
Buena Vista Co. 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Cc. V. Whitney’s “Missouri 
Traveler,” recently completed, and 
“Young Land,” which rolls Aug. 1, 
will be released by Disney's Buena 
Vista distributing outfit. 

“Traveler” previously was set 
for Warner release but deal never 
finalized. Two films represent an 
investment of $4,000,000. 


a nn 82 Paya 


Otto Preminger’s “Saint Joan,” 
a United Artists release, has been 
set for 92 key dates over the next 
three weeks, according to distribu- 
tion v.p. William J. Heireman. 

Film version of the G. B. Shaw 
play, starring newcomer Jean Se- 
berg, has opened in New York and 
at Marshalitown, Ia., hometown of 














_KID FILMS GONE FISHING (IN TV) 





Public Trial’ of Home-Toll TV 
Forseen as Inevitable Though 


Practicality Still Questioned 


»* 
7 





Optimistic Note 
Manchester, N. H., Juiy 2. 

Clean entertainment _ still 
pays off, and the short work 
week for most laboring folk 
holds great promise for the fu- 
ture of moving pictures in the 
opinion of Edward J. Fahey, 
who has spent 34 years in the 
amusement business. 

Fahey, general manager of 
the Shea chain’ theatres here, 
together with Pine Island Park 
and the Pine Island Drive- 
In, finds hardtops attracting 
increasing crowds of teenagers, 
while the drive-ins are doing a 
thriving family business. 


Why More Delay? 
Telemeter Prods 
Stalling FCC 


Washington, July 2. 
International Telemeter Corp., a! 
Paramount Pictures subsidiary, | 
told the Federal Communications | 
Commission today (Tues.) that it 
considered further toll-tv tests 
unnecessary. It urged the Com- 
mission to go ahead immediately 
and authorize pay-as-you-see with- 
out further trial runs. Telemeter 
was the first company to respond 
to the FCC’s call for comments on 
how tests might be conducted. The 
deadline for filing is July 28. 

Telemeter stressed the problem 

of getting investors to put up large 
coin for a limited test. It also 
made it plain that it favored large- 
scale use of pay-as- you-see by ca- 
ble, but said it would cooperate 
fully should tests be authorized. 
The company said that, during a 
test period, the networks could be 
expected to put on the type of 
shows that would discourage view- 
ers re fee-tv, 
The Telemeter brief said it could 
provide cable service at $100 per 
home, that figure including all 
costs for decoders, lines, installa- 
tion, studio, etc. 


Chaplin Records ‘King’ 


Paris, July 2. 
Charles Chaplin came in from 
Switzerland this week t oconduct 
the recordings of music from his 
new film “A King in New York.” 
s “King” opens in Lon- 
don next September and in Paris 
the following month. He told 
Variety he would have no press 











Miss Seberg. 


Subscription television, which has 
held the spotlight in recent months 
due to the controversy over the 
proposed Dodgers and Giants move 
to the west coast, appears to be 
heading for a practical, working 
test. : 

Pro and con discussion still con- 
tinues re the legal aspects of pay- 
tv and a “public trial,” but the 
opinion is growing that the new 
video wrinkle can’t be smoothed 
out before it’s had some practical 
operational testing. It's figured 
that, one way or another, ie., by 
cable or over-the-air, pay-as-you- 
see will be offered to the setowners 
to test their reaction. 

What works, in part, against the 
“let-us-lose-our-shirts-if-we-want-to” 
proponents who've been pressing 
for a test are the economics of a 
trial run. The key to toll-tv is vol- 
ume. It’s volume, i.e., a large num- 
ber of subscribers, that is a condi- 
tion to any real test. 

But volume means a very large 
investment via decoders, cables, 
etc., etc. And investors willing to 
put millions into a venture . that 
stands a good risk of being 
scrapped in a year or two later are 
rare. Furthermore, it’s argued, it'll 
be difficult to obtain the kind of 
programming that makes pay-video 
worth while until and unless there 
is sufficient “circulation.” 

Where The Supply? 

Already, there are reports that 
the organizers of the Bartlesville, 
Okla., closed-circuit experiment 
are having some trouble lining up 
a supply of film product. At the 
same time, there is now no ques- 
tion at all that most of the distribu- 
tors, given a sufficient number of 
installations in homes, would go 
along. 

Roy Disney just recently went on 
record with the statement that, if 
and when pay-tv arrives, it would 
constitute a “logical method of ex- 
panding distribution channels for 
theatrical motion pictures.” Many 
other film exhibs take the same at- 
titude. : 

The Federal Communications 
Commission has. been manifestly 
stalling, possibly impressed by the 
not inconsiderable opposition to 
home-toll in the Congress and also 
by. the well-publicized efforts on 
behalf of local “cable” (which 
would be outside the jurisdiction 
of the FCC). 

One of the factors that has con- 
sistently weakened the argument 
of the home-video-for-pay oppo- 
nents has been their rather trans- 
parent selfish motives. This is par- 
ticularly obvious in the instance of 
the film theatres, many of whom 
would oppose a subscription serv- 
ice going out over the air (ie., not 
under their control) while back- 
ing it via cables, under which they 
can be enfranchised. This incon- 





showings beforehand. 





The Moving Finger 


Continuing the developing trend 
of bypassing a Broadway engage- 
ment, Paramount is arranging a 
saturation neighborhood run in 
some 100 theatres in the N.Y. met- 
ropolitan area for “Omar Khay- 
yam” in mid-August. This follows 
on the heels of Par’s decision to re- 
lease “Loving You,” the Elvis Pres- 
ley starrer, in the same manner 
during July. 

Par’s move marks the third time 
over a relatively short period that 
a film company has decided to do 
without a Broadway run for a 
medium budget picture. Colum- 
bia successfully revived this tech- 
nique with “Garment Jungle” sev- 
eral months ago and appears to 
have started a new trend. In a 


Similar vein, Universal has been 











omon and Sheba,”.for UA releise. 


spectively. 


skipping first-run engagements in | 
Chicago’s loop and has been ship-' 


In Outlying N.Y. for ‘Khayyam’ 


Writes 100 Dates 


ping the pictures directly to the 
neighborhood houses. 

The distributors, on the basis 
of the recent experiences, have 
found this method more satisfac- 
tory, particularly for so-called me- 
dium budget films. Many pictures 
in this category have failed to re- 
coup their advertising costs in 
single downtown engagements in 
N.Y. or Chi. Frequently it takes 
about $25,000 to open one of the 
entries on Broadway. By spending 
the same amount of money and 
having the pictures in spots where 
it can be seen immediately, it has 
been discovered, results in better | 
returns in relation to the advertis- 
ing and bally coin spent. Indica- 
tions are that as a result of these 


sistency has hurt the anti-toll case 
and has stripped-it of much of its 
urported logic. 

4 “oo Those ‘Consumers’ 

The pay-in-the-parlor promoters 
—Skiatron, Telemeter and Zenith 
—have ardently pushed the point 
that they would gladly put them- 
selves at the mercy of consumers, 
though the latter now have adver- 
tising-supported programming. 
Press spotlighting of the Dodgers 
and Giants, tied so closely to the 
New York clubs’ open enthusiasm 
for home revenues (both have con- 
tracts with Skiatron), has served 
to support the thesis of those who 
hold that, in a free economy, a new 
system based on fees must not be 
suppressed without even a day-in- 
court for the profit of status quo 
telecasters. 

While many are now willing to 
back a home-toll “trial,” there's 
also some skepticism over its ulti- 
mate practicability in the face of 
repeated polls putting segments of 
the public on record as to their 
relative willingness to pay. Com- 
plicating the outlook is the release 
of so many old but good features, 








tests more and more pictures will 
be sent out to the outlying areas 
on a first-run basis. 


exhibited originally in theatres and 
now on home screens for free, wth 
plugs. 
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TABLE EVENT- 
Cary Grant 


LOVES 


Deb Orah Kerr 


on the Mediterranean...across an ocean 
and all over New York! 





IN 
LEO McCAREY'S 


An Jepa 
to Rememb er "eee 


CINEMASCOPE coor by Dé LUXE . forget! 








» an 





with 
R'CHARD DENNING ¢ NEVA PATTERSON ¢ CATHLEEN NESBITT / 
ROBERT Q. LEWIS * CHARLES WATTS + FORTUNIO BONANOVA 








PRODUCED BY DIRECTED BY j 


JERRY WALD LEQ McCAREY ) 


SCREENPLAY BY 


~ DELMER DAVES and LEO MeCAREY 


ORIGINAL STORY BY LEO McCAREY AND MILOREO CRAM 
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L.A. Biz Looking Up; Pride’ Whopping 


$38,000, ‘Wonders’ 
Loud 176, 33d, ‘80 Days’ Boffo 306 


|pointments is “Johnny Termain,” 


Great 426, ‘10C's 





Los Angeles, July 2. +— 


First-run grosses are looking wp 
this session, being even ahead «f 
last week, with one sock opener 
and several fat holdovers and.ex- 
tended-runs bolstered by July 4 
holiday. “Pride and Passion” 
shapes wham $38,000 in teeoff 
week at Fox Wilshire. 


Hard-ticket pic, “Seven Won- 
ders of World” is going for a big 
$42,000 in fourth session at War- 
ner Hollywood. Another in this 


category, “Around World in 80 


Days” is rated hefty $30,000 or 
better in 28th stanza at the Car- 
thay while the hard-ticket opus, 
“10 Commandments,” still is steady 


with $17,000 in 33d round at War- 
ner Beverly. 
Science - fiction 


bill, ‘Monster 


That Challenged World” and 
“Vampire,” looks moderate $15,- 
500 in three spots. “Island in Sun” 
is rated strong $24,000 in third 
frame at Chinese. “Love in After- 
noon” is mild $22,500, second 


week, two houses. 

“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” looms 
fine $10,000 in fifth round. “Some- 
thing of Value” is closing third 
Pantages week at okay $9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; $1.50- 
$2.40)—"Pride and Passion” (UA). 
Wow $38,000. Last week, house 
closed. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $692,300 
(Based. on 23 theatres) 

OB ar 26,400 


(Based on 21 theatres) 





Philly Biz Spotty: 
DL’ Rousing 196 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

Biz is spotty currently but the 
15,000 attending the National Edu- 
cational Assn. confabs are proving 
a big help. They are improving 
trade especially for “Seven Won- 
ders of World.” “Island in Sun” 
continues terrific in second stanza 
at the Fox. 
girl” is rated good at Randolph. 
“The D.1.” looks great at Goldman. 
“20 Million Miles To Earth” shapes 
great at Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.80)— 
re Woman” (M-G) (6th 
wk). 


Downtown, Iris (SW-FWC) (1,757; | $7,000 


756; 90-$1.50) — “Trooper Hook” 
(UA) and “Buckskin Lady” (UA). 
Fair $10,300. Last week, Downtown 
and Iris, with Uptown, “20 Million 
Miles to Earth” (Col) and “The 
27th Day” (Col), $25,000. 

State, New Fox (UATC-FWC) 
(2,404; 965; 90-$1.50)—"The Weap- 
on” (Rep) and “Spoilers of Forest” 
(Rep). Light 
State, “This Could Be Night” (M-G) 
and “Bailout at 43,000 Feet” (UA) 
(2d wk), $2,700; New Fox, with 
Globe, “Love Lottery” (Indie) and 
“Lost Continent” (Lopert), $3,000. 

Orpheum, Hawaii, Uptown (Met- 
ropolitan-C&S-FWC) (2,213; 1,106; 
1,715; 80-$1.80) — “Monster That 
Challenged World” (UA) and “The 
Vampire” (UA). Mild $15,500. Last 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Value’ High $11,000 In 
Balto; ‘Joe’ Fancy 66, 
‘Sun’ Torrid 116, 3d 


Baltimore, July 2. 
Although biz is bright in a few 
spots here currently, the general 
biz picture is only fair. The strong- 
est entry is “Something of Value,” 
smash at the Town. Only other new 
yroduct is “Joe Butterfly” at the 
fayfair, ‘vhich is doing nicely. 
Holdovers and double bills are not 


helping the situation. “Island in 
Sun” is still strong in its third 
week at the Century while “Bache- 


lor Party” at the Playhouse is hold- 
ing nicely. “Around World in 80 
Days" shapes staunch in the 28th | 
frame at the Film Centre. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (‘Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- 


$6,900. Last weck, | 000 


Boyd (SW-Cinerama) (1,430; 
$1.25-$2.60)—"“‘Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (62d _ wk). 
Okay $7,500. Last week, $7,200. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 55-$1.80)—"‘'Is- 
land in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). Wham 
$33,000. Last week, $50,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,250; 65- 
$1.25)—"D.I.” (WB). Great $19,- 
. Last week, “Garment Jun- 
gle” (Col), $11,000. 

Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75- 
$1.25) (closed Sundays)—‘‘Green 
Man” (DCA) (5th wk) Good 
$4,500. Last week, $5,500. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 90-$1.49) 
—"Battle Hell” (DCA) (2d wk). 
Thin $12,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; $2- 
$2.75\—“Around World in _ 80 
Days” (UA) (27th wk). Smart $13,- 
000. Last week, $14,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 99- 


$1.80)—“Prince and Showgirl’ 
WB). Good $11,000. Last week, 
“10 Commandments” (Par) (3ist 
wk), $15,000. 


Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— | 


“Beyond Mombassa” (Col). Dim 
$9,000. Last week, “Johnny Tre- 
main” (BV), $14,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 
“20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col) 
and “27th Day” (Col). 


000. Last week, “River’s Edge” 
(20th) and “Storm Rider” (20th), 
$8,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-T) /99-$1.80)— 


“Little Hut” (M-G) (5th wk). 
$3,500. Last week, $5,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.40)— 
“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par) 
(5th wk). Okay $7,500. Last week, 
$11,000. 


Oke 


Tremain’ Modest $6,500, 
Port; ‘San’ Torrid 106 
Portland, Ore., July 2, 
New pix are being taken over 
the bumps here this round, with 
‘only the foreign “La Strada,” in 


original form, doing okay for the 
review. One of the major disap- 


moderate at Liberty. “Island in 
Sun” is torrid in third session tat 
Fox. “Around World in 80 Days” 
still is big in 11th stanza at the 
| Broadway. 


; Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (980; §2- 
$2.50) — “Around World” (UA) 
(11th wk), weekends. Sturdy $12,- 
500, Last week, $12,200. 





“Prince and Show- | 


Thin $5,500. Last week, | 


Great $16,- | 


Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
—“Island In Sun” (20th) and “Two 
| Grooms for Bride” (20th) (3d_ wk). 
| Hefty $10,000. Last week, $12,100. 
| Guild (Indie) (400;; $1.25)—“La 

Strada” (T-L). Tail $3,000. Last 
week, “Wee Gordie” (Indie) (7th 
wk), $1,600, 

| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
| $1.25) — “Johnny Tremain” (BV) 
|}and “Duel At Apache Wells” (Rep). 
|Moderate $6,500. Last week, 
| ‘Something of Value” (M-G) and 
|“Canyon River” (AA) (8 days), 
$6,400. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 

| $1.25) — “Beyond Mombasa” (Col) 
land “The Strange One” (Col). Slim 
| $4,500. Last week, “D.I.” (WB) and 
|“Paris Does Strange Things” (WB), 
| $7,500. 
| Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.25)—“Lonely Man” (Par) and 
“Buster Keaton Story” (Par). Dull 
$5,500. Last week, “Tammy and 
Bachelor” (U) and “Man Afraid” 
|(U), $6,700. 


Tammy Tall 126, 
Toronto; ‘War’ 96 


Toronto, July 2. 
Newcomer “Something of Value” 
|is topping the city at upped prices, 
with a smash take. “Tammy and 
the Bachelor” shapes hefty, but 
i\“D. 1.” looks fair. “Saint Joan” 
j}looms light. “War and Peace” is 
| back for big trade at pop prices. 
| Of the holdovers, “Face in Crowd” 
remains strong in second stanza. 
| Showing increased grosses over 
previous week are such long-runs 
as “Oklahoma” in 63d and “10 
|}Commandments” in 32d stanza. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Carlton, Colony, Fairlawn (Rank) 
|} (2,518; 859; 1,165; 60-61 )— “St. 
| Joan” (UA). Light $10,000. Last 
| week, “20 Million Miles to Earth” 
(Col), $16,000. ; 
| Christie, Danforth, Humber, Hy- 
j\land (Rank) (877; 1,350; 1,205; 
| 1.357; $1) — “Doctor at Large” 
(Rank) (3d wk). Holding big at 
| $16,000. Last week, $18,000. 
| Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
| State (Taylor) (1,054; 955; 694; 698; 
| 50-75)—“Voodoo Island” (UA) and 
“Pharaoh’s Curse” (U) (reissues). 
| Okay $13,500. Last week, “Bailout 
| 43,000" (UA) and “Fort Laramie” 
| (UA), $13,000. 
| Eglinton, Towne, Westwood 
|(Taylor) (1,080; 693; 994; $1) — 
| “Happy Road” (M-G). Big $15,000. 
| (Continued on page 18) 











‘Tammy’ Lively $8,000, Mpls.; ‘Joan’ 
4G, ‘Tremain’ Fair 76, ‘Sun’ 66, 3d 


Minneapolis, July 2. 
“Tammy and the Bachelor” and 
“Johnny Tremain” are off to the 
best boxoffice start among 





$1.25)—“‘Island in Sun” (20th) (3d 
wk). Hot $11,000 after $14,000 last 
frame 

Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25) — “For Whom Bell Tolls” 
(Par) (reissue) (2d wk), Okay 
$2.500 after $4,000 opener. 

Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; 
$1.50-$2.50)—"“ Around World” (UA) 
(28th wk). Stawnch $1,500 after 
$16,000 last week. 


Five West (Schwaber) (560; 50-)| 
$1.25)—"Green Man” (DCA) (4th 
wk. Nice $3,100. Third $4,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; | 
50-$1.25)—“Johnny Tremain” (BV) 
(2d wk). Tepid $6,000 after aoeaed 
in first 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 50-$1.25)— | 


‘Joe Butterfly” (U). Nice $6,000. 
Theater was closed for 10 days} 
before this opening. 

New Fruchtman) (1,600; 50- | 
$1.25\—“Kronos” (20th) and “She- | 
Devil” (20th). Good $6,000. Last | 
week, “Monkey on Back” (UA) and 
“Buster Keaton Story” (Par), 
$ 4 000 » 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50- | 
$1.25\—“Bachelor Party” (UA) (3d 
wk). Good $4,300 after $4,500 in 
second 


Stanley SW) (3,200; 50-$1.25) — 
“D1.” (WB Okay with $12,000. 
Last week, “Face in Crowd” (WB), 
same. 

Town ‘Rappaport) (1,400; 50- 
$1.25) — “Something of Value” 
(M-G Solid $11,000. Last week, 
“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Day 


World Exploded” (Col), $8,000. 


newcomers, “Tammy” looks sturdy 
at State. 
new entry, “Saint Joan,” doesn’t 
seem able to get up much steam. 


Two twin bills of lesser fare may | 


land in the profit column. One is 
“Untamed Youth” and “Hooked,” 
okay at Lyric. The other, “The 


|Seventh Sin” and “Showdown at 
| Abilene,” shapes learn. 
| are “Island in Sun,” okay in its 


Holdovers 


third week at Radio City, and 
“Something of Value,” fair in its 
second at the Gopher. Still virile 
is “Seven Wonders of World,” in 
47th stanza at Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (SW-Cinerama) (1,150; 


|(Cinerama) (47th wk). Convention 
and other visitors helping this one 
to remain plenty healthy at stou 
$12.5C0. Last week, $13,000. 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)—- 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 
|wk). Considering adverse condi- 
tions, this one doing all right. 
F: “4c. Last week, $6,500. 
| Lyr’e (Par) (1.000; 85-90)—“Un- 
\ tamed Youth” (WB) and “Hooked” 





the | 
Only other important | 


| $1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” | 


| (Indie). 
|}younger element. Okay $4,500 
Last week, “Kronos” (20th) and 
“She-Devil” (20th), $4,200. 

Radio City ‘Par)( 4,100; 85-90)-— 
“Island in Sun” (20th) (3d wk) 
| First picture in months*to hold for 
|third stanza at this house. Okay 
$6,000. Last week. $11,000. 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 75- 
90)—“Johnny Tremain” (BV). Kids 
in particular going for this one 
Children’s admissions tilted from 
25c. to 35c. 


Mild $7,000 or over. 
Last week, “Giant Claw” (Col) and 
“Night World Exploded” (Col), 
$7,500 


RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-90)-— 
“Seventh Sin” ‘M-G) and “Show- 
|down in Abilene” (U). Lean $3,500 


|Last week, “Shoot-Out Medicine 
Bend” (WB) and “Counterfeit | 5° 
Plan” (WB), $3,800. . 


State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)—“Tam- 
my and Bachelor” (U). Not win- 
ning any crix plaudits, but the 
public here is going for it. Fancy 


$8,000. Last week, “Oklahoma 
(AA), $6,000. 

World «Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)-— 
“Saint Joan” (UA). Given good 


campaign and may build. However, 
only moderate £*.000 looms. last 


week, “Constant Husband” (Indie},| groups from 


$3,200. 





Getting some play from | 





Prince’ Hotsy $22,000, Hub Leader; 


‘Werewolf’ Big BE, 


‘Bernardine 106 


Boston, July 2. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

CO eee $2,744,450 
(Based on 22 cities and 242 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,922,000 
(Based on 23 cities and 236 

theatres.) 


Price’ Wow 156, 








The Hub boxoffice is jumping 
with a rash of coin-getting new 
product despite the continued heat 
wave here. Youngsters out of 
school is helping. “Prince and 
Showgirl” leads the field with a 
smash take at the Met. “I Was 
Teenage Werewolf” and “Invasion 
of Saucer-Men” combo is rated 
sockeroo at Paramount and Fen- 
way. “Saint Joan” is only fair at 
the Beacon Hill. “20 Million Miles 
to Earth” shapes bright at the 
Pilgrim. 

“Johnny Tremain” kicked off 
solidly at the Mayflower day-date 
with 17 nabe houses in greater 
Hub. MHoldovers are great with 
“Something of Value” looking hep 
in second round at State and Or- 





Buff; ‘Earth’ 146 


Canadian holidays, with thou- 
sands of*residents coming to this 


city, are upping biz at nearly ail! 


locations this stanza.. Standout 
newcomer is “Prince and Show- 
girl,” smash at the 2,000-seat Cen- 
ter. “Johnriy Tremain” also looks 
socko at Paramount in nine days. 
“20 Million Miles To Earth” shapes 
neat at Lafayette. “Island in Sun” 
still is potent in third session at 
the Buffalo. Both “Around World” 
and “Seven Wonders” are. doing 
better than last stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 60-85 
“Island in Sun” (20th) and “Gun 
Duel in Durango” (20th) (3d wk). 
Potent $12,000. Last week, $14,500. 

Paramount (ABPT) (3,000; 60-85) 
pen pec Tremain” (BV) and 
“Men of Sherwood Forest” (Indie). 
Nifty $16,000 in 9 days. Last week, 
“Lonely Man” (Par) and “Buster 
Keaton Story” (Par), $11,000. 

Center (ABPT) (2,000; 60-85)— 
“Prince and Showgirl” (WB). Sock 
$15,000. Last week, “I Was Teen- 
Age Werewolf” (AI) and “Invasion 
of Saucer Men” (AI) (9 days), 
$10,200. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 60-85)— 
“20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col) 
and “27th Day” (Col). Big $14,000. 
Last week, “Tammy and Bachelor” 
(U) and “Mister Cory” (U), $6,500. 

Century (Buhawk) (1,400; $1.50- 
$3)—“Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (13th wk). Big $12,000 or 
over, Last week, $9,500. 

Teck (SW-Cinerama) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40) —“‘Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (44th wk). 
Good $7,500. Last week, $7,000. 


Cincy Big; ‘Bernardine’ 
Smooth $13,000, ‘Value’ 
Great 116, ‘Sun’ 126 


. Cincinnati, July 2. 

Another bumper session is in 
prospect for major stands this 
week. New bills “Bernardine” in 
the Palace and “Something of 
Value” in the Grand are neck and 
neck for smash takings. “Island 
in Sun” is a sturdy holdover at 
the big Albee in third. “Johnny 
Tremain” retains big second round 
strength at Keith’s. Both hard 
ticket offerings are in high clever. 
“Around World in 80 Days” shapes 
to improve for third straight week 
to great total and “Seven Wonders 
of World” keeps rolling solidly in 
56th frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
“Island in Sun” (20th) (3d wk). 
Solid $12,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20-$2.65) —.“Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (56th wk). Increasing 


— 





pheum. “Bernardine is nifty at the 
'Memorial in first h.o. week. Hard 
} ticket shows are holding stout with 
“Seven Wonders of World” sturdy 
in 45th; “10 Commandments” oke 
|in 33d; and “Around World in 80 
| Days,” the leader with near capac- 
lity in 12th frame. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,372; $1.90-$2.75) 
—“1@ Commandments” (Par) (33d 
wk). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
$5,500. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (678; 

90-$1.25)—"St. Joan” (UA). Fair 
$8,000 or near. Last week, “Fan- 
tasia” (BV) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$4,000. 
" Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
$1.25-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders’ 
(Cinerama) (45th wk). Good $13,- 
500. Last week, $14,000. : 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1.25)— 
“John and Julie” (Indie) (2d wk), 
Second week opened Sunday (30). 
Last week, mild $4,500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10) 
~—“I Was Teenage Werewolf” (AI) 
and “Invasion of Saucer-Men” (AI), 
Torrid $7.000 or over. Last week, 
“D.1.” (WB) and “Naked Gun” (In- 
die) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—*“Bachelor Party” (UA) (11th wk- 

(Continued on page 18) 


, 
Det. Okay; Tammy’ Tasty 
e ’ 
$16,000, ‘Rock Night’ Hep 
é > p 
156, ‘Sun’ Big 206, 3d 
Detroit, July 2. 
Biz is generally fine, but a few 
weak spots are showing up this 
stanza among the downtowners, 
“Rock All Night” is heading for 
a great session at Broadway- 
Capitol. “Tammy and Bachelor® 
shapes fine at the Michigan. 
“Loney Man” is below par at 


Palms. “Island in Sun” is hold- 
ing terrific in third week at the 





Fox. “Around World 80 Days” 
steps up its pace in 27th stanza at 
the United Artists. Also improv- 


ing over last week’s figures are 
long-termers “Seven Wonders of 
World” in 47th week at Music Hal 
and “10 Commandments”-in 32d 
round at Madison. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90- 
$1.25)—“Island in Sun” (20th) and 
“Two Grooms for Bride” (20th) (3d 
wk). Great $20,000. Last week, 
$27,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4,000; 
90-$1.25)—“Tammy and Bachelor’ 
(U) and “Weapon” (Col). Fine 
$16,000. Last week, “Joe Butter- 
fly’ (U) and “Phantom Stage 
Coach” (Indie), $12,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25)— 
“Lonely Man” (Par) and “Kettles 
on Old MacDonald’s Farm” (‘U), 
Fair $10,000. Last week, “Gar- 
ment Jungle” (Col) and “Burglar” 


(Cob, $15,000, 
Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25- 
$2.75) — “10 Commandments” 





juve trade helpful in getting sock 
$18,000. Last week, ditto. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.25)— | 
“Something of Value” 
Sock $11,090. Best grosser here in 
some weeks. Holds for second. 
Last week, “Tarzan and Lost Sa- 
fari” (M-G) and “Vintage” (M-G), 
at 75c-$1.10 scale, $6,000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Johnny Tremain” (BV) (2d wk). 
Hefty $7,000 in 6 days after $8,700 


iw. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Bernardine” (20th). Swell $13,- 
000 or near. Holds for second 
round. Last week, “D.I.” (WB), at 
75-$1.10 scale, $10,000. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1,300; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“Around World” (UA) (3d 
wk). Continuing upward trend 
reaching $19,000 after great $18,- 
000 second frame. Advance sale 
perking up and buses unloading 
Columbia, O., and 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


(M-G). | 


(Par) (32d wk). Terrific $16,000. 
Last week, $14,000. 
Broadway-Capitel (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25)—“‘Rock All Night”. (in- 
die) and “Drag Strip Girl” (Indie) 
Swell $15,000. Last week, “20 Mil- 
lion Miles to Earth” (Col) and “27th 
Day” (Col) (24 wk-3 days), $8,000. 
United Artists (UA) 1,668; $1.25~ 
$3)—“Around World” UA) (27th 


wk). Socko $18,500. Last week, 
$16,500. 
Adams (Balaban). (1,700; 90- 


$1.25) — “Something of Value” 
(M-G) (34 wk). Down to $11,500, 
but still good. Last week, $14,000. 

Music Hall (SW-Cineram a) 
(1,205; $1.50-$2.65)—“Seven Won- 
ders” (Cinerama) (47th wk). Ter- 
rifie $17,800. Last week, $17,300. 

Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25)— 
“Barefoot Contessa” (UA) and 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (reissues), 
Slow $4,500. Last week, “Invita- 
tion to Dance” (M-G) and “Vintage” 
(M-G), $5,200. 
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Chi Still Strong; ‘Pride’ Mighty 
$70,000, ‘Silk’ Wham 196, ‘St. Joan’ 
Big 106, Bernardine’ Tidy 176, 2d 


4 





Chicago, July 2. + 


More potent product blows into 
the Windy City this frame and the 
upsurge in b.o. action continues. 
Chicagoland fair, drawing 50,000 to 
city daily, is helping trade, too. 

Biggest starter is “Pride and 
Passion,” at State-Lake with a 
mighty $70,000 likely. The Loop 
Theatre is. doing great with “Silk 
Stockings,” at $19,000 or over. 
“St. Joan” starts off at the Gar- 
rick with a warm $10,000. “Sierra 
Stranger” and “Spin Dark Web” 
shape active $7,600. 

Second framers are running bet- 
ter than par for most part witlr 
“Green Man” doing fanciest box- 
office “Beginning of End” with 
“Unearthly” slips to an okay sec- 
ond frame. “Bernardine” winds 
up with a tidy second round at the 
Chicago. 

“Island in Sun" remains healthy 
for third frame at Oriental. “Lit- 
tle Hut” shapes durable in fourth 
at the Woods. “Gunfight at O.K. 
Corral” looks fair for fifth frame 
at United Artists. 

Todd's Cinestage carries “Around 
World in 80 Days” into 13th week 
without any softening in its capa- 
city business. “Seven Wonders of 
World” is still mighty at Palace 
for its 28th week while “10 Com- 
mandments” keeps steady for its 
32d set at McVickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carnegie (H&E Balaban) (480; 
90)—“It Happened in Park” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Nice $2,800. Last week, 


$3.500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Bernardine” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fast $17,000. Last week, $28,000 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1.400; 
$1.25) — “Subsequent-run. Last 
week, “Loser Takes All” (DCA) (3d 
wk), $5,000 for 5 days 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“St. Joan” (UA). Sock $10,000. 
Last week, “Sea Devils” (Cap) and 
“Flying Leathernecks” (Cap) (re- 
issues) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Grand (Indie) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— 
“Sierra Stranger” (Col) and “Spin 
a Dark Web” (Col). Fine $7,600. 
Last week, “Beyond Mombassa” 
(Col) and “Hellcats of Navy” (Col), 
$5,000. 

Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G). Terrific 
$19,000, Last week, “Seventh Sin” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $5,300 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘DL’ Stout $10,000, Best 
K.C. Newcomer; ‘Party’ 
Same, ‘Desk’ Oke 126 


Kansas City, July 2. 

Some improvement is being 
shown in theatre traffic currently. 
“D. 1” at Para t and “Bache 
lor Party” at the Midland both 
loom good. “Around World in 80 
Days” in fifth week at the Tower 
continues to be a leader while 
*“Cinerama Holiday” at the Mis- 
souri holds steady. “Desk Set” in 
four Fox Midwest theatres is bare- 
ly okay. “Bailout at 43,000” in 
four Dickinson theatres looks mod- 
erate. Heavy rains continue to hold 
back hiz, especially at the drive-ins, 

Estimates for This Week 

Dickinson, Glen, Shawnee Drive- 
in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
(750; 700; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 75c 
person)—“Bailout at 43,000” (UA) 
and “Gun Duel at Durango” (UA). 
Fairish $10,000; hurt by rains. Last 
week, “Tall T” (Col) and “Storm 
Over Nile” (Col), $12,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-90)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) and “Afri- 
can Queen” (UA) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Okay $1,000. Last week, 


Midland (Loew) (3,500; 60-80)— 
“Bachelor Party” (M-G) and “A 
Woman’s Devotion” (Rep). Good 
$10,000 or near. Last week, “Soame- 
thing of Walue” (M-G) and “Crime 
of Passion” (UA), $9,500. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
$1.25-$2) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
(Cinerama) (17th wk). Firm $10,- 
000. Last week, same. 

Pararnount (UP) (1,900; 75-90)— 
“D. 1.” (WB). Stays nine days as 
house moves to July 4 opening; 
sturdy $10,000. Last week, “Face 
in Crowd” (WB), $5,000. 

Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
(750; 75-90)—“Inside Girls’ Dormi- 
tory” (Indie). Moderate $1,200. 
Last week, “Love Lottery” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $900. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$2) — 








“10 Commandments” (Par) (20th | week, “Island In Sun” (20th) (2d 
(Continued on page 18) wk), $9,000, RIES 
1uyce Jef i oW 19 SHLs 


Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates as re 
ported herewith from the vari- 
cus key cities, are net; L.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
stimated figures are net in- 


The nthetic’ admission 
rices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 


DI Sturdy 236, 
D.C.; ‘Sun’ 166, 34 


Washington, July 2%. 
Mainstem biz is off because “of 
heat and a cortsiderable batch of 
holdovers. Attractive among new- 
comers “Man on Fire” and 
“The D.I.”, latter in 2 spots, “Is- 
land in Sun” continues big in third 
Capitol week, and stays a fourth. 
“around the World” also is keep- 
ing up its strong pace. “Seven 
Wonders of World” is up to a fancy 

figure in 27th week. 
Estimates for This Week 


(SW) (1,490; $1.25) 
Solid $8,000. 
51 bad. “Face (WB), 


Crowd” 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25) 
—“Island in Sun” (20th? Fine 
yeneees in third stanza after $22,- 
000 last week. Holds. 
bia (Loew) (1 174: 70-95 )— 
“Kronos” (20th) and’ “She-Devil” 
(20th). Nice $8,000. Last week, 
“Ride Back” (Col), $7,000 
——- nana (1,859; ” 70-90)— 
“Deadl antis” (U) and “Girl in 
Kremiiy (U). Thin $5,500. Last 
week, “Johnny Tremain” (BY), 
Metropolitan sw) (1,100; 85- 
$1.25)—“D.I,” Big $15,000. 
Stays, Last week, Wace in Crowd” 
(WB), $8,900. 
Palace (Loew) (2,360; 85-$1.25)— 
“Man on a _ om Good $17,- 


000. Last “So “tae 
Value” (M-G) < oa fw $12 
Plaza (T-L) (290; 90-$1.50)— 
“Miller’s Beautiful wite™* (DCA) 
(2d wk). Good looking $4,000 after 


ny 
‘ Trans- (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) 
—“Lizzie” (M-G) (2d wk-4 days). 
— $2,000 after $3,500 first week. 
(SW) (i, 100; Be, 
“peeaml World in 80 ” (UA) 
(13th wk). Great. $24, Last 
week, 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,300; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“Seven Wonders of 
World” oe 
Bounce: 
$13,800 


‘VALUE’ SMART $11,000, 
L’VILLE; ‘TREMAIN’ 106 


Louisville, 

General wicket pace in this 
Bluegrass metropolis is lively this 
week, but a couple of spots are 
mildish. tees” “Something Of 
Value” is strong. Directly across 
Fourth Street, “Johnny Tremain” 
looks healthy at Rialto. “Man 
Afraid” and “Kettles On Old Mac- 
Donald’s Farm” looks good at the 
Kentucky. “Around World in 80 
Days” is rated wow in fifth stanza 
at the Brown. 

for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-.A.) (900; 
$1.25-$2.40)—“Around World in 80 
Days” (UA) (5th wk)., Looks to 
land wow # or near, Last 
week ,$13,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 50-85) 
—"“Man Afraid” (U) and “Kettles 
on Old MacDonald’s Farm” (U). 
Good $6,000. Last week, “Pdblic 
Pigeon No. 1” (U) and “Young 
Stranger” (U), $7,000. 

Loew’s (United Artists) (3,000; 
50-85) — “Something Of Value” 
(M-G). Strong $11,000. Last week, 
“Baehelor Party” (UA) and “Man 
From Del Rio” (UA), $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’ s) (1,000; 
50-85)—““Monkey On Back” (UA), 
Likely modest $4,500. Last week, 
“War Drums” (UA) and “Spring 
Reunion” <e. $6, 

Ria (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
50-85)—“Johnny Tremain” (BV) 
and “Spoilers Of Forest” (20th). 
Healthy $10,000 or a bit over. Last 


come. 





Ambassador 
—"D.I.” (WB). 


to $15,000 after 








(27th aan. 000 





‘ , 2 
Hellcats’ Nifty $8,000, . 
Indpls; ‘Sun’ 946, 2d 
Indianapolis, July 2. 
Biz is fairly g at first-runs 
here this stanza ym torrential 
rains on fringe of Hurricane Aud- 
rey that made going rough for 
outdoor amusements. “Island in 
Sun,” in second week at the Indi- 
ana, still is top money film, with 
“10 Commandments,” in 23d week 
at Lyric, being close, “Hellcats: of 
Navy” at Loew's shapes nice. 
“Kronos” at Circle looks oke. Com- 
pletely remodelled Keith's will 
open July 2 with “Prince and 
Showgirl,” to present full lineup 
of first-run houses here for first 
time since January. 
tes for This Week 
Cirele (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 60- 
90\—“Kronos” (20th) and “She- 
Devil” (20th). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “D. 1.” (WB) "od “Crime of 
Passion” (UA), $11,000 
Indiana (C-D) (3,200: 60-90) — 
a in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $9,500 after $17,000 opener. 
Loew's (Loew) (2,427: 60-85) 
“Hellcats of Navy” (Col) and 
“Guns of Fort Petticoat” {Co 
Nifty $8,000. Last week, “Some- 
thing of Value” (M-G) and “War 
.000. 


Drums” (UA), 
Lyric (C-D) (900; $4.25-$2.20)— 
(Par) (23d 


“10 Commandments” 
$9,000. Last week, 


‘Bernardine’ Boff 
$17,000, Pitt Ace 


Pittsburgh, July 2. 

Pat Boone’s hot boxoffice - 
his first picture, “Bernardine,” 
grabbing the brass ring Galion 
this week. Should stick around for 
a stretch. “Island in Sun” holding 
up great at Harris and may go an- 
other stanza. Both nabe art houses, 
Squirrel Hill and Guild, have win- 
ners in “Strange One” and “Gold 
of Naples,” respectively. “Johnny 
Tremain” is a great disappoint- 
ment at the Stanley, and is mighty 
sad 6 days. “Something of 
Value” shapes okay in second Penn 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 80-$1.25)— 
“Bernardine” (20th). The Boone 
boy’s proving a blockbuster with 
at least $17,000, huge counted on 
for first stanza. Naturally sticks. 
Last week, “Tammy and Bachelor” 
(U), $8,500 in 9 days. 

Guild (Green) (500; 85-99)-— 
“Gold of Naples” (DCA). Strong 
$3,750, or ter. Last week, 
“Nana” (Times) (4th wk), $1,700. 

Harris (Harris) (2,165; 80-$1.25) 

—“Island in Sun” (20th) (3d wk). 
Still strong, with top weekends, 
and ought to go through the holi- 
day, with “Fire Down Below” (Col) 
opening July 12. Looks like tor- 
rid $11,000. Last week, $13,500. 

Nixon (Rubin) (1,400; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(12th wk). Pace is steady and the 
profit still big. Just short of $15,- 
, big. Last week, same. 

Penn (UA) (3,300; 80-$1.25)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 





wk-6 days). Not quite up to hopes 
= okay $9,000. Last week, $13,- 


“Sweet Smell of Success” 
ig ag sw) (900; 85-99) 
—*Strange One” (Col). Fine press 
reception. Big $4,500, (5th wk), 
may be around for awhile. Last 
week, “Bachelor Party” (UA) 
$2,400, and could have stayed on. 
Stanley (SW) (3,800; 80-$1.25)— 
“Johnny Tremain” (BV}. Took out 
extra space over weekend in hope 
of getting vacationing small fry but 
they’re not coming. Will be lucky 
to do sad $6,000 in 6 days. Last 
week, “I Was a Teenage Were- 
wolf” (Indie) and “Invasion Sau- 
cer Men” (Indie), $4,000. 
Warner (SW) (1,500; $1.25-$2.40) 
—"10 Commandments” (Par) (16th 
wk). Inching up a bit again to 
socko $11,500. Last week, $11,000. 


‘Monster’ Big $10,000, 
Seattle; ‘Sun’ 9G, 3d 
Seattle, July 2. 
Boxoffice for the two long-run 
pix “Around World” and “Cine- 
rama Holiday,” look to build here 
this summer. However, currently 
there are few pix doing much out- 
side of these upped-scale films. 
But “Island in Sun” still is smash 
in third round at Fifth Avenue. 
“Monster That Challenged World” 
is loud at Coliseum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse ‘Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50)-—“‘Around World in 80 
Days” (UA) (11th wk). Swell $13,- 
000. Last week, $13,400. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870; 90- 
$1.25)—“Monster That Challenged 
(Continued on page 18) 





New Pix Boom B'way; ‘Pride’ Terrif 
$128,000, ‘Beau’ Boff 356, ‘Success 
Sock 406, ‘Joan’ 126, ‘Prince’ 1426 


Launching of four new pictures, 
three of them blockbusters geared 
for the Fourth of July week trade, 
is proving a vast help to Broadway 
trade this week. In addition, the | 
end of school term for thousands | 
of youngsters plus some cooler | 
weather contributed to the upbeat. 
Heavy rainstorms Saturday night 
and late Sunday afternoon cooled 
the atmosphere, but failed to halt 
the usual trek to the beaches over 
the weekend. 

New champ from the standpoint 
of total coin is “Pride and the Pas- 
sion” at the Capitol. Helped by 
expected big trade on July 4 with 
its holiday scale and a $2.50 gen- 


eral admission top last Saturday | 


and Sunday nights, this Stanley 


Kramer opus looks to hit a mighty | ¢ 


$128,000 in its initial session end- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.), 

“Beau James” is next in line 
with a wow $35,000 or near open- 
ing round at the Astor. “Sweet 
Smell of Success” looms as third 
best with a smash $40,000 expected 
in first stanza at the State. “St. 
Joan” is 7 fair $12,000 or near 

at the Victoria. 
and Showgirl” with 
stageshow is heading for great 
$142,000 in current (3d) session at 
the Music Hall, still the standout 
showing for Broadway deluxers. 
“Island in Sun” with iceshow looks 
to hit a smash $88,000 in third | 


stanza at the Roxy. Both pix, of | 


course, continue. 

“The D.I.” wound up its fourth 
week last night (Tues.) with fair 
$23,000, same figure as third round, 
at the Paramount. Par flagship 
brings in a Rock-’n’-Roll stageshow 
with “Beginning of End,” initial 
AB-PT picture, today (Wed.). “Face | 
in Crowd” rounded out its fifth 
frame last night with fine $9,500 
at the Globe. Mayfair is bringing 
in “Delicate Delinquent” today 
(Wed.) after three slow weeks with 
“Scandal in Sorrento.” 

“Fernandel the Dressmaker” 
opened very good at the Paris last 
Saturday (29). “Happy Road” con- 
tinues socko at the Plaza with $14,- 
700 for first full week. 

“Around World” held at capac- 
ity $37, 100 in 37th session at the 
Rivoli. “10 Commandments,” with 
boost from two extra shows, is 
heading for great $45,000 in cur- 
rent (34th) week at the Criterion. 
“Seven Wonders,” now in 65th 
Stanza, hit a big $34,900. in 64th 
round at the Warner. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“Beau James” (Par). First week 
ending today (Wed.) looks to hit 
wow $35,000. Holds, natch! In 
ahead, “Something of — (M-G) 
oe. —s days), $11, 

Carnegie . Carnegie) 
(912541. 80) — “Nana” (Times) 
(12th wk). The 11th frame ended 
Thursday (27) was big $6,200 as 
— $5,700 in 10th week. Stays 
or 

Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25-$1.80) 

—‘“French, They Are Funny Race” 
(Cont) (7th wk). Sixth round ended 
Monday (1) was good $4,700, Fifth 
was $6,100. “Maid in Paris” (Cont) 
due in July 12. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.75) 

—"“Pride and Passion” (UA). Initial 
session winding tomorrow (Thurs.) 
is heading for mighty $128,000, 
which takes in July 4. Last week. 
“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par) 
(4th wk), $20,000, for one of heftiest 
engagements here in months. 
“Pride” was getting $2.50 as gen- 
eral admission at night on Satur- 
day and Sunday. It will be among 
three or four biggest pix to play 
the Cap. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,671: $1.80- 
$3.30)—“‘10 Commandments” (Par) 
(34th wk). This round winding 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is headed for 
great $45,000 in 17 shows. The 33d 
week was $38,000 for 15 shows. 
Continues indef. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—Torero” (Col) (7th wk). Sixth 
frame concluded Monday (1) was 
solid $9,500. Fifth was $8,300. 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 
—“Face in Crowd” (WB) (6th wk). 
Fifth round ended last night (Tues.) 
was fine $9,500 or near. Fourth 
was $11,400. 

Guild (Guild) (450: $1-$1.75) — 
“Green Man” (DCA) (7th 
Sixth stanza finished vesterday 


(Tues. was socko $10,000 after | 


$9.500 in fifth round. 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79-$1.80) | 


— “Delicate Delinquent” (Par) 
Ovens today (Wed.). In ahead. 
“Scandal in Sorrento” DCA) (34 
wk), landed mild $7,500 despite 
previews. 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 





,'$1.80)—"Miller's, Beautiful, Daygh- 


wk). | 


ter’ (DCA) (4th wk). Third session 
finished Mon (1) was trim 
$5,000. Sec week, $7,500 

| “Bambi” (BV) (reissue) due in next. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Seventh Sin” (M-G) and. vaude. 
Week ending today (Wed.) looks 
to hit nice $14,000 in 6 days. Last 
week, “Dino” (AA) and vaudeville 
$16,000. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2)—“Beginning End” (Rep) 
with Rock ‘n’ Roll stageshow. 
Opens today (Wed.), the film being 
the first AB-PT screen production. 
Last week, “The D. I.” (WB) (4th 
wk), was fair $23,000 same in third 
stanza. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1,50)—“Fernandel the Dressmak- 
Indie}. ned Saturday (29), 
with very biz. In ahead, “Ju- 
lietta” (Kings) (2d wk-5 days), lean 
$2,800 after $6,000 in first week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.85)—‘Prince 
and Showgirl” (WB) and stageshow 
(3d wk). This session winding to- 
day (Wed.) is heading for great 
$142,000. Second week was $145,- 
000. Stays on for some time, espe- 
cially in view, of its stamina. Hall 
had- biggest weekday of engage- 
ment last. Wednesday (26). 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 

—*Around World” (UA) (38th wk). 
The 37th week concluded last night 
(Tues.) was capacity $37,100 in 10 
shows. Previous week was the 
same for like number of perform- 
ances. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Happy Road”  €M-G) (24 wk), 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Prince’ Smash $16,000, 
Frisce; ‘Success’ Sock 
156, ‘Sun’ Sultry 146 


San Francisco, July 2. 
First-run biz here is excellent 
nearly all down the line currently 
with “Prince and Showgirl” an 





“Sweet Smell of Success” both 
smash. The longrun “Around 
World in 80 Days” and “Seven 


Wonders of World” still are raking 
in big coin. “Island in Sun” con- 
tinues sock in third Fox round 
“Lonely Man” looks good at 
Golden. Gate while “Something of 
Value” is nice in second Warfield 
session. “D.I.” looms dandy in 
second Paramount frame. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90- 
$1.25)—“Lonely Man” (Par) and 
“Buster Keaton Story” (Par). Good 
$13,000 or close. Last week, 
“Dragstrip Girl” (AI) and “Rock 
All Night” (AD, $10,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)\— 
“Island In Sun” (20th) and “Break 
In Circle” (20th) (3d wk). Smash 
$14.000. Last week, $22,500. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
—"Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Nice $16,000. Last week, 
$16,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) 
—"“D.I." (WB) and “Counterfeit 
Plan” (WB) (2d wk). Dandy $12,- 
000. Last week, $22,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; %#- 
$1.25) — “Prince and Showgiri” 
|(WB). Smash $16,000. Last week, 
|“20 Million Miles To Earth” (Col) 
and “27th Day” (Col), $15,000. 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (32d wk). Great $19,- 
800. Last week, $19,300. 

Uniied Artists (No. Coast) (1, 207; 
90-$1.25\—“Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess” (UA) and “Gun Man Down” 
(UA). Socko $15,000. Last week, 
“Trooper Hook” (UA) and “Square 
Ring” (Rep), $5,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 
$2.20)—“10 Commandments” (Par) 
(6th wk). $7,500. Last 
week, same. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1.25)— 
|“Green Man” (DCA). Excellent 
|$9.200. Last week, “Gate of Heli” 
(Indie) (reissue) (2d wk), $1.500. 
| Clay (Rosener) (400; $1.25)\—~ 
“Fernandel Dressmaker” (Indie) 
(3d wk). Big $3,000. Last week, 
ditto. 

Vogue (SF. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25\—"Gold of Naples” (DCA) 
(5th wk). Hep $3,000. Last week, 
same. 

Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1.25)— 





“Nana” (Times) (5th wk). Oke $2,- 
200. Last week, $1,500. 

Coronet (United California) 
(1,250; $1.50-$3.75) — > Around 
World In 80 Days” (UA) (27th wk). 


Terrific $27,000, Last week, $25,- 
',Q09. 
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TAKE A TIP FROM M-G-M! 


"TIP ON A DEAD JOCKEY” | 
ALIVE WITH ACTION! 





OUT OF MEDITERRANEAN SKIES A MYSTERIOUS PARACHUTE! 


Above is the artist’s conception of the scene at an isolated 
air-strip outside Madrid. It is the climax of a drama in which 
an ex-war pilot, who has lost his nerve, overcomes his 
fear of flying again in a breath-taking emergency involving 
| . = two beautiful women, a fortune in contraband and the 
Robert Taylor Dorothy Malone = Tht eyn ational Police. Your patrons want ACTION! Here it is! 


* 


M-G-M presents ROBERT TAYLOR - DOROTHY MALONE in “TIP ON A DEAD JOCKEY” co-starring 
Gia Scala + with Martin Gabel + Marcel Dalio + Screen Play by Charles Lederer - Based on the New Yorker 
Magazine Story by Irwin Shaw + In CinemaScope + Directed by Richard Thorpe « Produced by Edwin H. Knopf 
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Hint Italians May Blame U. S. Major 
Cos. If Exhib-Distrib Confabs Fai 


4 





Rome, June 25. 

Indication that Italians plan to 
place the blame for a_ potential 
breakdown of current distributor- 
exhibitor negotiations for a new 
pact squarely on the American 
companies is contained in the latest 
issue of* the official AGIS organ, 
Giornale dello Spettacolo. 

While the head on the story; 
regarding the talks indicates that 
a solution is imminent, the text 
speaks of “not improbable” 
changes of mind or even turn- 
abouts of position which would 
prejudice approval of the pact. It 
claims this would be especially due 
to the work of Yank major com- 
pany reps who, the text ironically 
goes on, “must, it seems, draw their 
inspiration in the matter from di- 
rectives issued in New York or 
Paris.” } 

The AGIS bulletin admits to con- | 
siderable controversy in the sector | 
of “excéptional film” rentals (nam- 
ing three pix for consideration in 
this category: “Around World in 
80 Days” (UA), “10 Command- 
ments” (Par) and Chaplin's “A 
King in New York’’). 

Still according to the AGIS 
source, there is general agreement 
to rental term (one-fourth of com- 
pany quotas at 50%, plus three 
lialian pix; three-quarters of com- 
pany quotas at 40%), publicity ex- 
penses regulation, aid to, small 
exhibs, as well as to the formation 
of ‘a committee of vigilance 
(ANICA-AGIS) governing joint dis- 
putes. 


> 


Sir Alex King Honored 
By Glasgow University 


Glasgow, July 2. 
Sir Alexander King, Scot cinema 
magnate has received a top honor, 
the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws at Glasgow University. King 
teed off in show biz as a 12-year- 
old theatre program seller in the 
old Princess's Theatre here. 
Citation said his university had 
been a theatre by nfght and a desk 
in local shipping offices by day. 
He had gained fame “by imagina- 
tion, enterprise, hard work, and 
the kindness and hospitality with 
which he maintains the firest tra- 
ditions of-the city of Glasgow.” 


Mex Tourist Biz 
Ahead of 1956 


Mexico City; June 25. 

April was far ahead in number 
of tourist visitors and their spend- 
ing as compared with the same 
month last year, reported the 
Mexican Tourist Assn. (AMT). 
There were 42,076 trippers in 
April this year who spent $39,000,- 
000. The 36,101 tourists in April 
of 1956 left behind $24,000,000, 





Story also hints that if agree-| said AMT. 


ment on the above is not reached 
before June 30 (after almost six 
months of confabs), AGIS would be 
foreed ‘by law to ask for govern- 
ment takeover of the dispute. 


Additional Italo Cities 
May Close Certain Days 
Like Naples’ Shutdown 


Rome, June 25. 

While the Italian press continues 
to talk up the argument that the 
closing of all Naples film houses 
every Wednesday is an exhibitor 
protest move, it appears likely that 
other regions of the boot of Italy 
will follow the Neapolitan example. 
The exhib group governing houses 
in the Lazio region (Rome and sur- 
rounding provinces) has just voted 
an order of the day calling for the 
“gradual” shutdown of. minor 
showcases in the area, leading to 
a wider closing of these houses 
even for several days a week. Un- 
affected are the first-runs, especi- 
ally in Rome proper. 

Meanwhile, reports from Liguria 
(Genoa and provinces along the 
Riviera) indicate that exhibs there 
are seriously considering a closure 
order for one or more days a week, 
affecting all 500 pic houses in that 





crowdedregion. 
Vincenzo Barattolo, head of 
Naples AGIS (exhib), has just 


backed his edict closing Naples’ 
115 cinemas with the following 
statistics and comment. Accord- 
ing to. Barattolo, while _ since 
January 1956, the decline in atten- 
dance in other Italo centers has 
been around 15-20%, the Neapoli- 
tan drop at one point reached 42%. 
He cited five points as the major 
reasons for the current Naples 
exhib plight. Film heuses begin 
to empty at 8 p.m., when ty starts. 
Naples is the city which, compared 
to its economic level, has the most 
tele sets. The cost of tickets has 
increased because of high taxes. 





Italo to Moscow Fest 


Rome, June 25. 

A number of Italian directors 
and producers have agreed to at- 
tend the upcoming sixth World 
Youth Festival, to be held in Mos- 
cow July 29-Aug. 11. 

Event has a subsection devoted 
to features, documentaries, and 
amateur films by directors under 
35 years of age. 





Mex Spieler Goes 80 Hours 
Mexico City, June 25. 
Current marathon announcer 
champ of Mexico is Carlos Car- 
dona, a sturdy youngster of Mexi- 
cali, on the California border. He 
spieled for 80 hours, his goal, and 
raised $36,000 for Mexicali’s Red 
Cross. 
Finished, he had coffee and re- 





sumed his regular mike chore. 


However, local hotelmen com- 
plain of the current piz doldrums 
which they attribute to an alarming 
paucity of visiting foreigners. Re- 
ports are that there is such a guest 
scarcity that the big, swank new 
modernesque inns and business 
are not even making expenses. 

Hotel operators explain the 
seeming paradox of their com- 
plaints about under par trade and 
announcements by tourism brass 
that things are as good as they 
ever were, with agreement that 
the actual number tourists now is 
about the same as it was at this 
time during in recent years. How- 
ever, they say spending of the cur- 
rent trippers is much less, and 
this is so apparent when many 
spurn the higher priced hotels, 
cafes, stores, ete. According to 
the hostelers, thousands of Ameri- 
cans have come to visit Mexico on 
far less than they normally spend 
at home. 


3 COUNTRIES PLAN 
TO FILM TOLSTOI YARN 


Frankfurt, June 25. 

Following in the wake of Para- 
mount’s success*in filming the Tol- 
stoi novel, “Waf and Peace,” three 
European countries are climbing 
on the Tolstoi bandwagon to do a 
huge co-production on another 
book by the Russian, “The Resur- 
rection.” 





The Tolstoi novel is to be adapt- 
ed for a film to be shot this year 
by companies .in Germany, Italy 
and France. Bavaria Films, repre- 
senting German ‘interests, are un- 
derwriting 50° of the production 
costs, and the remainder is split 
between Rizzoli of Italy and Lou- 
reau of France. Horst Buchholz, 
—_— star in Germany, has the 
ead. 





Wanamaker Plans To 


Revive. Theatre Club 


Liverpool, July 2. 

Sam Wanamaker, U. S. actor- 
manager, plans to revive the Pi- 
galle Theatre Club here. Onera- 
tion, with liabiilties of $180,000, re- 
cently went into voluntary liquida- 
tion. Formerly the Shakespeare 
vaudery, it was formed as a the- 
atre club a year ago, with mem- 
bership of more than 6,000. 

Wanamaker plans to revive in- 
terest with a presentation of Ar- 
thur Miller’s “A View from the 
Bridge” starting Sept. 16. Crigi- 
nal cast as seen in London will be 
pacted where possible. Plan is sim- 
ilar to one for hypoing interest in 
the Citizens’ Theatre, Glasgow, 
where the Arthur Miller play will 
also be produced Sept. 1. 

Plays not unlike those produced 





at the Watergate Theatre Club, 
Comedy Theatre, London, are 
planned. 


}eral speeches during the meeting. | rected by Ray Dicks. 


New Plan for Japanese | 


Nat’l Theatre in Tokyo 


Tokyo, June 25. 

Demands for a Japanese national 
theatre are again being heard, and 
a plan is now being promoted by 
members of the Diet, as well as 
performers and intellectuals for 
such a building in Tokyo. The pro- 
posed Setup would involve a thea- 
tre with 32,000 square yards of 
floor space, including facilities for 
opera, kabuki, Bumraku puppets 
and a school for actors. 


A council of promoters will be | 


set up to obtain government aid 
for the project. 


Yank Pix Made 
In Brit. Still 
Get Levy Help 


London, July 2. 

Pictures made in Britain with 
American finance will still be elgi- 
ble for levy benefits. The regula- 
tions covering the statutory Pro- 
duction Levy, which are due to go 
into operation Oct. 20, have just 
been released, and do not make any 
changes about the type of product 
which will be entitled to support 
from the British Film Production 
Fund. In the main, the regulations 
governing the statutory levy, fol- 
low closely the pattern set by its 
voluptary predecessor. 

The main impact of the-regula- 
tions will be felt by the large pic- 
ture houses, who will have to bear 
the major brunt of levy collection 
from their admissions. The smaller 
houses will have less to shell out. 
There will be no levy on seats be- 
low 12c. Above that, they will 
rise in stages from a quarter of a 
cent on gross prices up to 18¢ to 
1%ec on gross prices of 40c and 
above. 

Theatres which will be eligible 
for exemption from levy dues will 
be those exempted from admissions 
tax and those with net takings 
less than $420 a week. 

There is strong disappointment 
here among producers of second 
features, who through the British 
Film Producers Assn. pressed their 
claim for special treatment in the 
form of a double allowance for 
their product. There are no pro- 
visions for this in the regulations. 

The British Film Fund Agency 
is empowered to determine the 
amount which, in its opinion, 
should be payable for each picture 
in a program rented from the same 
distributor. This applies whether 
the pictures are under the same 
contract or not. Provision is made 
that where payment is made in re- 
spect of a picture that is subse- 
quently found to be a telefilm, the 
payment may be recovered as a 
contract debt in court. 


INT'L EXHIBS SELECT 
DUTCHMAN AS PREXY 


Rome, July 2. 

The UIEC (International Exhibi- 
tors Assn.) assembly concluded its 
work at The Hague this week by 
voting the Dutch delegate, -Mie- 
dema, its new president. “Italo Ge- 
mini, Italo exhib topper, declined 
renewal of his presidential post af- 
ter two years in office, feeling that 
regular change in the top charge 
would benefit the association. Vin- 
cenzo Barattolo, another Italian ex- 
hib official, was voted veepee by 
the delegates present (from 
France, Italy, Spain, West Ger- 
many, Holland, Belgium, Austria 
and Great Britain). 

Next UIEC meet will be held in 
Madrid, Oct. 16-18. A special com- 
mittee has been named meanwhile 
to study the problem of exhib-pro- 
ducer relations, to be a main topic 
at the Madrid conclave. 

Principal business discussed at 
The Hague meeting were: (1) ren- 
tal terms, higher ones were op- 
posed, especially “exceptional pic- 
tures”; (2) relationship with tv; 
(3) lowering of government taxes 
on admissions; (4) special films for 
children; (5) appeal to producers 
to better technical, artistic and 
moral standards. Reference to 
moral standards was made in sev- 








Arg. Exhibs Catch Up on Backlog 
Of Old Pix; Govt. 


Stalling Annoys 


Buenos Aires, June 25. 





Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
In 3-Week London Run 


London, July 2. 
The Old Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
Ballet Company, now part of the 
Royal Ballet, open a three-week 
season at Sadler's Wells Theaire 
tonight (Tuesday), after completing 
a tour of the Continent. This will 
mark the final season to be pre. 
sented under the administration of 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre. It will also 
be the Company's first appearance 
here for over a year. Starting in 
September, the Company will be 
under the wing of Covent Garden. 
Ballets to be presented du 





ton’s .“Apparitions” and a new 
production of “Gisselle.” 


Naples Ends Wed. 





Naples, June 25. 
After three weeks of strictly en- 
forced Wednesday pic theatre 
shutdown here, the edict was sud- 
denly and unexpectedly lifted here 
today by the local AGIS (exhib) 


? 


this season will be Andree Howartl’s 
“La Fete Etrange,” Frederick Ash- 


Cinema Closings 


By dint of quick turnover of re- 
lease, some 10 to 12 weekly, ex- 


|hibitors here and throughout Ar- 
}gentina have caught up with the 
big backlog of foreign films kept 
out of circulation by Peron’s strict 
regulations. And Buenos Aires is 
now well abreast of latest films 
|from over the world. “Friendly 
| Persuasion” (AA) was launched re- 
jeently at the Gran Rex soon after 
its Cannes Film Fest award. Film 
ran three weeks. - 

Biz is uniformly good this win- 
ter both in first-runs and nabe 
theatres. In. fact, there doesn't 
seem enough houses to handle the 
patrons. Scalping still prevails 
and likely will continue until there 
are more cinemas or admission 
scales are tilted. The price boost 
jmay not come until sometime in 
|July. And exhibs are annoyed 
over the slow-motions of the gov- 
ernment in authorizing these 
promised price boosts. 

They also are infuriated by the 
National Screen Institute's bland 
assumption of jurisdiction over 
their biz under the new Film Law, 
which they describe as nearly as 
bad as under Peron. Antonio Aita, 
now prexy of the new Screen In- 
Stitute, has dictated what exhibs 
“must” show and how they must 
split their playing time. Exhibs, of 
course, hope that the Supreme 
Court will halt this dictatorship 
and that the.27 clauses of the Film 
=e" will be revoked. 














toppers. Move was made following! It's pointed out that the Film 
a plea by the provincial governor | Law forces exhibs to help produ- 
of the Naples area, and is termed | cers although the exhibitors pay 
“temporary.” | far more taxes to the state. And 
In his petition,. the governor 2°t all provinces have agreed to 
noted that the shutterings had | accept the 10% Screen Institute 
caused an adverse effect both on | boxoffice tax. 
the Naples populace, deprived of| Once the sliding admish scales 
its film fare for three Wednesdays| are set, and the higher ducat 
in a row, and on employees of the | prices for deluxe first-runs and 
theatres since it meant a drop in| central nabes, biz in lesser houses 
salaries for them. |should improve and relieve con- 





Naples’ AGIS, in “temporarily” | 8@Stion in the uptown district 
suspending the shutdown edict, re- | houses, 
served itself all future decisions| Besides “Persuasion,” “Solid 
on the matter following due consid-| Gold Cadillac” (Col), “Prince of 


eration. It’s felt here that pressure | Players” (20th), “Opposite Sex” 
from the labor unions involved,| (M-G) and “Blood Alley” (WB) are 
rather than spectator complaints, | either playing or about to open. 
are behind the Naples governor's | Oddly enough the biggest Amer- 
plea for reconsideration of the ican film impact was made by 
drastic measure. “Rock Around Clock” (Col) be- 
| Cause Bill Haley and the Platters 
| won disk attention here before the 


LOOK OUT GIRLS’ HELD .,eninet, dat Sas not mean 
UP BY PARIS CENSORS 





Among the hits were “Written on 


Wind” (‘(U), “Guys and Dolls” 
Paris, July 2. (M-G), “I'll Cry Tomorrow” (M-G), 
“Mister Roberts” (WB), “Eddy 


or the 
canner one On Gite” tbe- Duchin” (Col), “Man Who Knew 
fiez Vous Fillettes), were puzzled | 700 —_ (Par), “Man in Gray 
this week because it never appeared | , ane Suit” (20th), “Golden 
in any of the chree big houses| rm” (UA) and “Bus Stop” (20th). 
where advertised to play. Film) 
had been a “forbidden to those | 
under 16” category pic, but the 
Censorship Control Committee, un-| 
der the Centre Du Cinema reversed | 
itself. declared the pic immoral and | 
held up release until many cuts! 
were made. Madrid, June 25. 
Producer Robert Dorfmann is; As the Motion Picture Export 
now meeting with reps of the! Assn, embargo of the Spanish mar- 
Ministry of Information in a last ket enters its 22d month, there is 
chance to overrule the CCC and evidence that Spain has reached 
get his pic out after his big pub the bottom of the Italian barrel in 
expense. Meanwhile a U.S. wes- a seaich for screen fare substi- 





Going Into 22d Month 


tern was substituted in the three 
cinemas. * 

Pic is a detective-gangster ac- 
tioner. It stars Antonella Lualdi, 
Robert Hossein, Andre Luguet and 
a batch of top Gallic starlet lookers., 
It concerns an innocent young girl 
who gets mixed up with the under- 
world, and it delves into the seedy 
side of criminal practices. 


Com’! Tele for BFA 
Annual Film Awards 
London, July 2. 
Presentation of the British Film 
Academy annual awards, which 
will take place at the Odeon, Lei- 
jcester Square, July 11, will be 
covered by Associate-Rediffusion, 
{the London weekday commercial 
tv programmers, for airing the fol- 
| lowing night. This will be the first 
time that commercial tv will have 
filmed the event. 
| Leslie Mitchell will be on stage 
to emcee the show. Script for the 
A-R 45-minute transmission will 
be written by Peter Hunt. Pro- 
jgram will be produced and di- 


- 








tutes. Five openings in Madrid 
| last night (June 17) failed to turn 
}up either a Yank or Italo film, and 
the swing now seems to be head- 
ing in the direction of England. 

| With preeming last night of 
Herbert Wilcox’ “King’s Rhap- 
sody” starring Errol Flynn and J. 
Arthur Rank’s “Mad About Men,” 
there will be a record total of four 
British pix in first-runs at the 
Same time. Robert Sparks’ pro- 
duction, “Scotland Yard,” opened 
last week and a Michael Redgrave 
| starrer, “The Green Scarf,” is now 
|in its third week. 

Germany is represented in the 
current batch of openers via “The 
Princess and the Captain.” An- 
lother Rhinelander coming in this 
week is “Empress Sissi.” France 
lends moderate product support 
\this week with “The Vagabond 
Prince.” Gallic “Diaboliques” is 
now in its eighth socko week at 
| the Capitol. 

Only one Spanish pic has shown 
any stamina since the year dawned 


but that one pic, “El Ultime 
Cuple” (The Last Song) is now in 
its seventh smash week at the 
Rialto. 
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Madrid Neutrals See Yanks Fluffing 
Dale Carnegie Act at San Sebastian 


s 





(Editor’s note on the story 
which follows: In Manhattan, 
the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. is now “reconsidering” 
participation at the San Se- 
bastian Film Festival on a plea 
te do so from the Sp@niards. 
This new willingness refiects 
partial acceptance of the argu- 
ment that American presence 
will demonstrate good will an 
important consideration in the 
continuing disagreement be- 
tween the two lands). 


Madrid, July 2. 

The breakdown of distrib nego- 
tiations between Spain and the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. had given 
rise to a belief among film ob- 
servers here that MPEA should 
launch a “public relations” cam- 
paign in Spain during the continu- 
ing deadlock: months for added 
strength when talks are ultimately 
resumed late this year. 

Upcoming Int’l Film Festival at 
San Sebastian, it is felt; could pro- 
vide the jump-off for such a cam- 
paign and regret is voiced that a 
festival invitation to the Motion 
Picture Ass'n of America was 
turned down by Griffith Johnson 
on the grounds “. . . this associa- 
tion and its member companies do 
not now have facilities for the im- 
portation and distribution of films 
in Spain.” 

Observers here, admitting the 
Eric Johnston organization try for 
agreement in recent parleys was all 
give and no get, say MPEA can 
now achieve far more via astute 
public relations than could ever be 
achieved by another indefinite 
petulant withdrawal. 

San Sebastian is the summer 
home of the Franco Government 
and film fest will draw govern- 
ment cream, including those min- 
isters whose final consent is need- 
ed in an eventual Spain-MPEA en- 
tente. San Sebastian will also 
host the big.majority of the na- 
tion’s film critics, fan mag editors, 
assorted film scribes, radio bab- 
blers and telefilmers. All branches 
of the Spanish film industry will 
be prominently represented, in- 
cluding sectors close to the U. S. 
distribs. 

As evaluated here, the July 21-28 
film event offers MPEA a plum for 
making friends, consolidating the 
pro - Hollywood predilection of 
Spain moviegoers and counteract- 
ing the bad press MPEA has had 
here throughout the impasse. 

Those smart to Spanish ways say 
a U. S. VIP delegation sprinkled 
with Hollywood stars and handled 





with U. S. public relations know- | 


how could do more to restore U. S. 
distrib positions in Spain than a 
bundle of parleys with the self- 
serving Madrid distributors. 

Absence of MPEA at San Sebas- 
tian, on the contrary, may bring re- 
newed charges of “vengeance treat- 
ment” and give further credence 
to press tales here of film over- 
lords in New. York who only play 
ball after writing their own game 
rules. 


N.J. Fire Destroys 





Priceless Films 


Middlesex, N. J., July 2. 

Priceless films stored by major 
motion picture companies in a 
vault at the United Storage Corp., 
Lincoln Blvd., were lost in a fire 
attributed to heat and spontaneous 
combustion today. The vault is 
located on property formerly oc- 
cupied by the Pathe Film Labora- 
tories Inc., but now used by the 
storage firm 

Joseph Hoey, vault manager, 
said both positive and negative 
prints had been stored in the vault 
and that damage would run to 
“thousands of dollars.” He de- 
clined to estimate the actual loss, 
saying that the worth of the films 
would depend on the value put on 
them by the owners. But he de- 
scribed them as “priceless.” 

The Fire Dept. reported that 
one of the films lost was “The Last 
of the Mohicans.” a 

Four volunteer fire companies 
were on the scene for an hour 
after the temperature rise had 
triggered a sprinkler system and 
sounded an alarm at police head- 
quarters. 


4 
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Critic Turned Publicist 
Burlington, Vt., July 2. 

A gal who used to see 350 

features a year says movie 

producers have risen to the 

challenge of television and that 

motion pictures are here to 


stay. 

Helen Popkavich, film critic 
that was of the now defunct 
Boston Post and current press- 
agenting for a producing com- 
pany, voiced her opinions on a 
visit here during a swing 
around New England. 

“A woman doesn’t buy a new 
hat to sit in front of the tele- 
vision,” Miss Popkovich de- 
clared. “She’s been home all 
day, and she wants to get out 
of the house at night. 

“And now to a drive-in. May 
I say drive-ins aren’t air-condi- 
tioned?” 


SET UP STUDY GROUP 
ON ‘RECREATION’ WAGES 


Albany, July 2. 
Appointment of a nine-member 
Minimum Wage Board, to review 


Standards in the amusement and 
recreation industry, was made 
Monday (1) by State Industrial 
Commissioner Isador Lubin. 

Labor representatives are: Mi- 
chael J. Mungovan, of Albion, for 
IATSE; Alfred Harding, of New 
York, for Actors’ Equity; Thomas 
Shortman, New York, vice-presi- 
dent, Local 328, Building Service 
Employees Union. 

Chairman of the Byard and one 
of the three public members is 
Paul R. Hayes, professor of Law, 
Columbia U. 

Emanuel Frisch, of Neponsit, 
chairman of the Board of the Met- 
ropolitan Motion Picture Theatres 
Assn., Joseph Geist, of Belle Har- 
bor, president-owner of Rock- 
away’s Playland, and Reuben A. 
Dankoff, Rochester bowling alley 
owner, represent management. 

The current minimum ‘wage 
standards for the industry,estab- 
lished in April, 1951, fixed an 
hourly minimum of 75c for work- 
ers—with some variations based 
on size of community or specific oc~ 
cupations. Ushers, at 50c and 55c, 
are the lowest paid. 


Held Off in Illinois 
Springfield, I1., July 2. 














Opposition of exhibitor groups 
| helped to defeat two bills voted 
down by committees of the Illinois 
| State legislature last week. 

A measure providing for a mini- 
mum wage of 75c for all employees 
|in the state was defeated in the 
| Senate Committee on Industrial Af- 

fairs by a vote of seven to four. 
A before the committee 
on behalf of the Illinois theatres 
| were Ralph Lawler, president of 
the United Theatres of Illinois; 
George Kerasotas, chairman of the 
board, the Duncan Kennedy, head 
of Publix-Great States Theatres. 

A bill calling for county censor- 
ship of films and other entertain- 
ment was defeated by the close 
vote of seven to six by the License 
and Miscellany Committee. 
pearing before this group were 
Kerasotes, J. B. Giachetto, Frisi- 
na Amusement 
Kirsch, Allied Theatres of Illinois. 


3 PHILLY HOUSES SOLD 


Ellis Acquires Roosevelt, Nixon 
and Tower (3,119-Seater) 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

All capital stock of the TNFR 
Realty Co., including three of the 
area’s largest nabes were sold in 
a $1,500,000 stock deal to the 
Amel Theatres Co., of which A. M. 
Ellis is president. Transaction was 
negotiated by Lionel Friedman, 
Strouse, Greenberg & Co. 

Included in the settlement were 
the 1,800 seater Roosevelt; the 
Nixon with 1,870 seats and the 
3,119 seat Tower, second only to 
the midtown Mastbaum (4,370). 
All three houses are under long- 
term leases negotiated by the 
Friedman firm to Paramount Pic- 
tures Corp., which will continue 
to operate them. 








were purchased from the Frei- 
hofer and Nirdlinger estates. 





Newman-Leckebush-Runge 
To Handle American Indie 
Releases for Germany 


New distributing outfit has been 
formed in Germany by a group 
headed by Henry Newman who 
previously was with United Art- 
ists’ foreign department at its 
homeoffice. Company, to be known 
as Film Import, G.M.B.H., will 
specialize in release of independ- 
ently produced American pictures. 

Associated with Newman in the 
venture are Dr. Walter Leckebush, 
a German film pioneer, and Guen- 
ther Runge, formerly a sales exec 
with several of the American 
majors, Leckebush has distribu- 
tion facilities throughout Ger- 
many and Austria as well as a 
dubbing studio with headquarters 
in Munich. 

Six films are currently set for 
release. Deals are underway for 
12 more pix for 1958 distribution. 
Already pacted is an exclusive ar- 
rangement with Alexander Beck 
Films under which the latter's 
product will be handled in Ger- 
many by Film Import. Beck will 
also rep the German distrib in re- 
spect to acquisition of fresh pix 

Film Import has already estab- 
lished offices in Frankfurt, Ber- 
lin, Munich and Hamburg. New- 
man, whose in charge of all pur- 
chasing, recently arrived in New 
York on a product-buying mission 
and returns to Germany shortly. 
Runge has been named sales chief 


for the company. He’ll headquarter 
in Hamburg. 





KRAMER FILM’S MANUAL 


160 Pages of Matter Supporting 
‘Pride & Passion’ 








A feature manual for Stanley 
Kramer's “The Pride and the Pas- 
sion,” containing 160 pages of edi- 
torial matter -plus a set of 11x14 
stills, is being distributed by 
United Artists this week to 2,000 
editors and exhibitors. 

Promotional piece is packaged 
with a color cover illustrated with 
head drawings of the stars—Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra and Sophia 
Loren. Manual contains a tab index 
listing 31 categories of stories—by- 
liners, features, column items, bi- 
ographies and fillers. 





Pre-Releasing, Then Withdrawing 
From Market, Called Evasion 
Of Decree in Philly Suit 


«+ 
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Homefolksy Borgias 
Minneapolis, July 2, 

The !ocal neighborhood 
“fine arts” Avalon's news- 
paper ad for “Lucrezia Bor- 
gia,” containing the line “‘cof- 
fee and cookies served” under 
the film's title, caused Min- 
neapolis Morning Tribune col- 
umnist George Grim to remi- 
nisce. 

“Now, as I remember the 
Borgia family,” commented 
Grim, “they also had a habit 
of serving refreshments.” 


FLAUD HITS HANDLING 
OF CANNES FILM FEST 


Paris, June 25. 
Jacques Flaud, head of the gov- 
ernmental Centre Du Cinema, is 
giving the recent Cannes Film 
Festival (May 2-17) a black mark 
in his report to the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. He feels 





that Cannes, although stiJl the top| 


international competitive fest, lost 
much of its prestige this year be- 
cause of sloppy organization and 
lacklustre choice of films. 

Flaud maintains that prexy 
Robert Favre Le Bret’s assertions 
about the need for more money 
are false. He feels that the fault 
is in the poor preparation, and 
lack of more careful screening of 


newspapermen so as not to over- 
look the important ones. 
Flaud also says that even if the 


fest is a diplomatic affair the festi-| 


val has a right to turn down *un- 
suitable entries. This was not 
exercised this*year with too many 
mediocre films shown. He also 
feels that personalities should be 
decided upon well in advance so 
as to avoid any confusion as hap- 
pened this year. The commercial 
side is also an important part of 
the fest to Flaud, and he feels 


that on this score it again made a| 


good showing this year. 





4N.0U-Feet Shot to Ad-Pub Order 


$250,000 Budget to Make Maximum Use of Ceylon 
Background of Columbia’s ‘River Kwai’ 





Forty thousand feet of special 
background footage, to. be em- 
ployed for a unique promotion 


Sam Spiegel during the’ produc- 
tion of “The Bridge on the River 
Kwai,” which was completely 
filmed on location in Ceylon. Co- 
lumbia, which is releasing the 
film, has allocated a budget of 





Ap-| 


Co., and Jack! 


distribution of the special films. 
Aim is to convert the raw footage 
| into promctional tools for use in 
theatres, on video, in schools and 
colleges, and in. clubs and organi- 
|zgations. None of the extra film 
| has been extracted from the actual 
| production. 
| Columbia and Spiegel called the 
| press to Col’s homeoffice projection 
room Friday (26) to show the spe- 
cial films and to outline the plans 
for their use. According to Spiegel, 
who returned to London over the 
weekend, “this was not just random 
shooting.” The producer said that 
long before the picture went into 
production, the shooting script was 
analyzed by the pub-ad staffers 
who developed film stories for tele- 
vision and theatrical use. A spe- 
cial unit consisting of a camera- 
man and a writer covered every 
phase of the production during 
“Kwai's” ten months of shooting. 
When the editing is completed, 
Spiegel stated, Col will have 
special stories on film angled for 
news, women’s, children’s and in- 
terview shows as well as footage 





TNFR Realty has owned the) 
properties since 1935, when they | motion picture film to full advan- 
tage in merchandising important | 
jumentary film, 


| pictures,” Spiegel said. 


for club and school usage. “In the 
past, the industry has seldom used 


campaign, was shot by producer | lywood 





$250,000 for the preparation and | 





Portion of the special footage | 


shown the press included the build- 
ing of a bridge, the effect of a Hol- 
film unit on the native pop- 
ulation, the arrival on location of 
the. stars (William Holden, Alec 
Guinness, Jack Hawkins, Sessue 


Hayakawa, Geoffrey Horne, Ann | 


Sears and several Siamese actress- 
es), the stars and unit members at 
work and play, fashion shows us- 
ing Sinhalese models and fashions, 
the preparations for the blowing up 


of the bridge, and the logistic prob- 


lems of making a picture in a re- 
mote area, 


Some of the footage shown to 
the press has already been edited 
into three and a half minute news+ 
reel clips which have been spotted 
on tv and in theatres. Several spe- 
cial stories were produced by the 
unit for tieups with specific tv 
shows. For example, a clip, fea- 
turing Alec Guinness and showing 
scenes in Ceylon, was employed as 
a basis for a question on tv's 
“Break the Bank.” 

The raw footage is being edited 
in London by director David Lean 
who will convert it into two sep- 
arate featurettes, a half-hour and 
15-minute subject for use in the- 
atres and television. Spiegel, with 
the assistance of William Holden, 
who was in New York to confer 
to Col officials, served as narrators 
for the raw footage. 

As another promotional stunt, a 


print of the raw footage will be | 


turned over to a university that has 
a motion picture course. Students 


| will be asked, as a classroom exer- 


cise, to edit the material for a doc- 


Federal Court suit instituted by a 
group of Philadelphia exhibitors 
against Paramount places under 
judicial serutiny a déstributor prac- 
tice that has drawn exhibitor beefs 
since the intitrust decrees were 
first entered almost 10 years ago. 

There is to be “reasonable” clear- 
ance between runs, and the dis- 
tributor is enjoined from setting 
admisison prices, according te the 
judgments. Yet, by the method of 
inviting bids on the big pictures 
the distrib, where epic-sized prod- 
uct is involved, actually obtains 
upped admisison scales. 

And the pre-release system—lim- 
ited runs and then withdrawing a 
picture from release—means the 
second-run theatre owner has what 
many consider an “unreasonable” 
wait for the choice pictures. 

The case in Philadelphia revolves 
around “Ten Commandments.” It 
played first run, as per usual, and 
Par thereupon set up bidding 
among the second runs, five of 
which were to be awarded the pic- 
ture. This was carrying the pre- 
release idea too far, complained 
competitor exhibs. They sued. 
| Intriguing to the trade is the 
extent to which a film company 
| may eall the'turns on sale of its 
| own pictures. The first round went 
| to Par, for the apparent reason that 
a vast amount of production money 
| (about $13,000,000) was at stake and 
special sales treatment was in or- 
der. Move for an injunction against 
the company was denied. 

However, there are some basic 
principles involved and many in 
the trade are watching the Philly 
courtroom contest for some prec- 
edents. The ultimate decisions, it's 
expected, ought to make clear the 
| amount of freedom a film company 
actually has. If that freedom is too 
limited, it could discourage elab- 
| orately budgeted pictures in the 
| future. 








TOA Memo Under 
Federal Study 


Theatre Owners of America has 
been notified by Rep. Abraham 
Multer, chairman of the subcom- 
mittee of the Small Business Ad- 
ministration Committee, that the 
exhibitor organization’s memoran- 
dum relating to government loans 
for theatres has been turned over 
to the subcommittee'’s counsel, Irv- 
ing Mannis, “for proper analysis.” 
* According to TOA, Rep. Multer 
expressed interest in the memoran- 
dum on behalf of the motion pic- 
ture industry.-In all probability, 
TOA will appear before the com- 
| mittee again to Voice its view to 
obtain strong legislation for easing 
the loan requirements of the SBA. 

Meanwhile, high praise for the 
accomplishment of Philip Harling, 
who prepared the memorandum, in 
obtaining promises of greater aid 
for film interests from the Senate 
| Small Business Committee was 
| voiced by Sam Pinanski in a gtate- 
;}ment issued through the Cauncil 
|of Motion Picture Organizations 
| office ‘ 








Connell-Giordino Await 


| Referee’s Decision In 


} 


_ Fight Against Turndown 


Albany, July 2. 

| Official Referee Christopher J. 
| Heffernan reserved decision in aa 
jaction by James H. Connell and 
|James Giordino, operators of a 
| Troy gasoline service station, to 
|force the Town of Brunswick to 
}issue them a permit for construc- 
tion of a $62,000 drive-in theatre 
|in Haynersville, five miles outside 
Troy. 

| Through Attdrney John F. 
| Lucey, of Albany, the pair told 
| Heffernan Thursday (27) that they 
purchased a 16 - acre tract on 
Troy - Hoosick Falls Road, for 
$16,000, After spending consider- 
able amounts for architectural and 
engineering fees, the Trojans ap- 
plied to the Town Board for a per- 
‘mit and were refused. 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


For Week Ending Tuesday (2) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1957 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk. 
174% 11% ABC Vending 92 1634 15% 1658 +1 
247, 2033 Am Br-Par Th 323 2214 2058 4 2034 —l 
36% 2934 CBS “A” ... 92 317% 31 31% —%% 
3542 29% CBS “B” ... 64 3142 30 31 — % 
20% 17 Cal Ft... e. 31 191% 1834 18% —%*% 
183g 133% Decca...,... 66 1758 17% 17% —-M% 
115 81°4 Eastman Kdk. 134 111 107% 109% —1% 
4% 3%. EME. ...5 2.5 695 438 3% 488 +% 
9% 73% List Ind. .... 362 9% 7% 934 +2 
22 185g Loew’s .. 211 1934 19% 1936 +% 
9% 7% Nat. Thea... 88 812 8 8 —% 
36% 28% Paramount .. 104 36% 35 36 —1% 
1838 14% Phi 213 1634 153% 16%4 +1% 
40 3153 RCA 275 3812 38% 384% +h 
84% 51% Republic 19 614 638 638 —% 
13% 115g Rep., pfd. .. 5 12% 12 12 — %*% 
1842 14% Stanley War. 25 17% 17% 17% —_ 
29% 25% Storer ...... 42 2634 25% 25% _ % 
3034 22% 20th-Fox .... 49 28% 2736 275% — % 
73 69 Univ. pfd. .. *30 7138 711% 71% —%*% 
287% 225¢ Warner Bros. 26 23% 23 23 — 
121% 91% Zenith .. 70) 8«6(119 115% 116% +% 
American Stock Exchange 
44% 3% Allied Artists 16 334 358 356 —%*% 
10% 856 All’d Art. pfd. 5 87% 8% 8% —- 
11%, 934 Asse. Artists. 114 1038 934 934 _ 
1% 5g C&C Super. 135 V% 13/16 13/16 — 
644 45% DuMont Lab 50 45% 45% — % 
45, 2% Guild Films . 126 312 3% 3% —"* 
9% #7 Nat'l Telefilm 123 81g 7 734 — % 
734 3% Skiatron .... 253 7% 612 65% —% 
8% 6 Technicolor . 110 634 6 656 + % 
5% 3% Trans-Lux 2 548 5 @® 5 —% 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
Ampex .. i Joules Ratees sipdndh ... 49% 53 — 
Chesapeake Industries .........s.ee000+5 1% 2% — 
Cinerama Inc. peddcceebenovedscan: One 15g _ 
Cinerama Prod. de de beedaesecdees ex: Me 318 +% 
DuMont Broadcasting ............0++.+-+. 7% T% + %4 
Magna Theatres Ty eer, ees 2% -- 
Official Films ine vieedawekesieoeacel eee 1%4 —% 
PO <= 2 1.5 Kawase ob ius Wrath deserve aie 186 —l1 
United Artists Corp. .......c.0e2ceeeeee 21 2134 +% 
U. A. Theatres ovad peedbesbuveeus 4 56 —%\% 
Walt Disney apith saonteusing 23% 251% +™M% 





* Actual Volume. 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 











Stanton Speaks Up 





es 


Continued from page 1 





safely trusted to hear everything | primarily and organs of news sec- 
true and false and to form a cor- Ondarily”; that newspapers are un- 


rect judgment between them.’ If 


| 
| 
| 


der control of a single ownership 
whereas a network comprises inde- 


we do not believe this, there is no | pendently -owned affiliates, and’ 
hope for a free press. Indeed there “without resorting to cumbersome 


will be no use for it, because there 
will be no free society for it to 
serve. 
Exposing People to Ideas 

‘Et seems to me that you either 
accept Jefferson’s proposition or 
you'reject it. It cannot be watered 
down. You can’t say that it’s all 
right for some people to be exposed 
to ideas or personalities but it’s 
dangerous for others to be so ex- 
posed. You can’t say the people 
can be trusted once in a while or 
almost all the time. Once you start 
doing that, who is going to make 
the exceptions and on what 
grounds?” 


Specifically citing the Khrushchev | 


interview, Stanton said that in 
pushing for it, “we were as 
much aware of our responsibility 
as we were of our freedom. We 
were doing our job as journalists. 
Khrushchev and his views are of 
great importance to our world and 
to the world of our children. The 
less this man—or any man of his 
importance—remains a myth or a 
dark legend or a mystery to the 
American people, the more certain 
they are to size him up correctly.” 

Turning to the right to editori- 
alize, Stanton admitted CBS has 
moved slowly in on-the-air editori- 
alizing but declared that “we know 
very well that we will have not 
achieved full stature in journalism 
until, having found the proper so- 
lution, we exercise fully and wisely 
as possible our right to editorial- 
ize.” He said the web has moved 
slowly on the matter because it 
involves “a whole cluster of prob- 
lems that call for much wiser so- 
lutions than we now have, and not 
until they are found do we at CBS 
feel that we can exercise this sig- 
nificant right fully and in the pub- 
lic interest.” 

He cited as the problems the 
fact that editorializing is a new 
function for broadcast media, as 
compared with newspapers which 
“historically were organs of opinion 








procedures of pre-screening, it 
would be most difficult to take edi- 
torial positions acceptable to all 
our affiliated stations—positions 
for which they as licensee would 
be willing te accept responsibility.” 

Stanton rejected the two other 
methods of maintaining editorial 
balance—the socalled “spectrum” 
method employed by ABC of using 


|commentators of varying political 


positions, and the use by regular 
newsmen of editorial comment. He 
said the spectrum method “pro- 
vides no assurance of fairness and 
balance on particular issues.” As 
to the use of newsmen as editorial- 
ists, he declared that “reporting 
and editorializing are separate and 
quite distinct functions” and that 
“intermingling the two enervates 
them both.” 


Yank Films Still Top 
Aussie B.0.; ‘Anastasia,’ 
‘Peace,’ ‘Giant’ Leaders 


Sydney, June 25, 

Winter span coast-to-coast sees 
film biz maintaining a very even 
tempo as solid fare is preemed 
from the U.S. and Britain. Major~ 
chain executives are reported as 
highly satisfied with financial re- 
sults as the year’s first half ends. 

“You Can’t Run Away From It” 
(Col) is smash on initial week at 
the State for Greater Union Thea- 
tres here. “Anastasia” (20th) is in 
its fourth month for Hoyts. “Giant” 
(WB) looks a cinch for longrun, 
with “War and Peace”,(Par) okay 
on three-a-day. Others marqueed 
include “Calypso Heatwave” (Col), 
“Wrong Man” (WB), “Friendly 
Persuasion” (AA), “Designing 
Woman” (M-G), “Burning Hills” 
(WB) and “Three Brave Men” 
(20th), Foreign pix include “The 
Fiends” (Kapferer) and “Toto, the 
Toreador” (Kapferer), 





Alabama & Ga. Get 
A Fill-in on Pay-See; 
Sindlinger Very Cheerful 


Atlanta, July 2. 

Alabama and Georgie theatre 
owners and operators, assembled 
jin convention here, got the pitch 
on pay-see telvision from Z. H. 
Garfield, president of Jarrold Elec- 
tronics Corp., of New York. Not 
too many of them were too happy 
over what they heard, 

Jarrold pointed out that there 
is a place in the industry for 
“cable theatres” in the home as 
well as television and motion 
pictures theatres. He said, how- 
ever, that the new system is not 
necessarily a threat to any other 
| branch of the industry. 

He described the process in a 
talk to the joint annual conven- 
tion of the Alabama Theatres Assn, 
and the Motion Picture Owners 
and Operators of Georgia held at 
|the Dinkler Plaza Hotel last week. 

Garfield said an experiment now 
being conduc'ed by his company in 
Bartlesville, Okla., has proved mo- 
tion pictures can be transmitted 
via coaxial cable into home and 
into individual tv theatre screens. 
The system now is_ technically 
feasible, he declared. He told the 
theatre men that economic condi- 
tions and other variable factors 
| would govern the time when the 
| system can be put into widespread 
| use He indicated that there 
should be several more experi- 
ments similar to the one at Bart- 
| lesville before the operation could 
| be perfected. 
| E. G. Stellings, president of the 
| Theatre Owners of America, gave 
|\the keynote address of the con- 
|vention. He said the association 
has made it easier for theatre own- 
ers to obtain loans through the 
Small Business Administration. He 
also revealed plans for a $3,000,000 
(sic) advertising and promotion 
campaign designed primarily to 
give a lift to theatre owners and/ 
or operators. 

Al Sindlinger, the business 
analyst, hung no crepe in his talk. 
He predicted a bright future for 
the motion picture industry. He 
based his rosy view on the fact 
that theatres permit audiences to 
participate in an activity—a feel- 
ing which television and other en- 
tertainment media in the home do 
not provide. This means, he elab- 
orated, participating in going to 
the theatre as wel) as what is hap- 
pening there. 

“You don't get the same feeling 
viewing something in your living 
room that you do in a theatre with 
other people,” he theorized. 

Sindlinger pointed out that be- 
cause more and more people are 
watching old movies on television 
proves they are interested in the 
product. Sindlinger said his com- 
pany interviewed more than 100,- 
000 people who have had oppor- 
tunities to have subscription tv, 
eable theatre and other systems 
proposed or projected. 

“There will be some form of 
| pay-television within the next five 
jor 10 years,” he predicted. But, 
jhe added that he did not know 
| what form it would take and would 
not attempt to predict how soon 
it would be in widespread use. 

Then he tossed the salving bit 
of prophecy when he the 
film showmen that the new medi-| 
um would not supplant motion pic~ 
ture theatres. ; 

R. B. Wilby, of Atlanta, retired 
veteran theatre builder and opera- 
tor and founder of the Wilby- 
Kincey theatre chain, was honored 
with a resolution which lauded his 
“legacy of integrity and accom- 
plishment.” 

J. H. (Tommy) Thompson, of 
Hawkinsville, was re-elected to the 
presidency of the Georgia group 
for his 12th straight term. He 
founded the MPTOOG. Others re- 
elected were executive vice presi- 
dent O. C. Lam, of Rome; E. D. 
Martin, of Columbus,’ treasurer; 
and John Thompson, of Gaines- 
ville, secretary. Harold T. Spears, 
of Atlanta, was elected to a vice 
presidency. P 

Alabama association re-elected 
R. M. Kennedy, president; Mrs. 
Lester M. Neely Jr., Dan W. Da- 
vis, James W. Gaylord Jr., and 
Rufus Davis Jr. vice presidents; 
| T. E. Watson, secretary-treasurer; 
}and Mack Jackson, TOA represen- 
' tative 


| 
| 
| 
| 














Rival Operators | File Objections 


Fight National’s California Bid and Loew’s Florida 
Site—Both Need Judge’s Consent 





R. L. BENDICK SUES 


Asks $55,166 on Breached 
Whitney Employment 





Los Angeles, July 2. 

Producer-director-writer Robert 
L. Bendick filed a $55,166 breach 
of contract suit against C. V. Whit- 
ney Pictures, chargirg the indie 
“wrongfully” violated a _ pact 
under which he was to work ex- 
clusively for the firm for $1,000 
per week. Action alleged his serv- 
ices were terminated at the end 
of the first year of a two year con- 
tract. 

Damages sought represent the 
balance due under the contract 
terms. 


U's Eastern Sales 
Div Crowi 

The eastern sales division is 
again emerging triumphant in Uni- 
versal’s annual sales drives now 
that television has completely sat- 
urated the rest of the country. In 
previous years—before television 
had fully inundated the south and 
west—the east usually wound up 
last or next to last in the ratings. 

The eastern division finished 
first in the 1957 sales drive just 
completed and it also took top spot 
in 1956. In contrast, the southern 
division was No. 1 in 1955 and in 
1953 while the western division 
finished first in 1954. 

According to the results of U's 
Sales campaign, when all things 
are equal, that is, when all areas 
face the competition of television 
equally, it appears that a film com- 
pany can really do ,big business 
when business in the heavily-pop- 
ulated east is big. Sales drive sta- 
tistics also reveal that a company 
can do better*in the east with 
class product as opposed to action 
product. 

Top branch in the U.S. in most 
recent drive was New York. Bos- 
ton, New Haven, Jacksonville and 
Philadelphia finished in that order. 
Winning district was Boston which 
comprises in addition to the Hu 
City—Albany, Buffalo, New Haven 
and Washington. District made up 
of Cleveland, Detroit, Philadel- 
phia and Pittsburgh finished sec- 
ond, with third place honors going 
to the Atlanta, Charlotte, Cincin- 
nati, Jacksonville and Memphis 
district. The winning division, as 
noted previously, was the east. 

U_ will distribute $50,000 in 
prize money to the winning divi- 
sion, district, branch and office 
managers, salesmen and bookers. 








Jerry Lewis 








he’ll put on special shows three 
times a day in each city at theatres 
where “The Delicate Delinquent” 
|is booked. 
| Unique aspect, of course, of 
Lewis’ p.a. tour is the three-time- 
aday shows he'll put on gratis at 
each theatre. He’s carrying with 
him a four-piece combo as well as 
terper Dick Humphreys. He'll have 
fan entourage of 10 people travel- 
ing with him, including his per- 
sonal secretary, valet, pressagent, 
and road manager. Herb Stein- 
berg, Par’s exploitation chief, is 
also going along to look after Par’s 
interest. Also tied in with the trip 
are Decca Records, for whom the 
;comedian records; Oldsmobile, his 
tv sponsor which will provide all 
local transportation, and NBC-TV, 
over which Lewis is seen. NBC 
will film and tape aspects of the 
trip for showing on the network. 

To meet the demands of the 
heavy schedule, which will find 
Lewis in a different city almost 
every day (ranging from Toronto 
to Dallas), a United Airlines plane 
has been chartered for the entire 
trip. Before starting. out on his 
key city tour, Lewis made a whirl- 
wind visit in and out seven north- 
ern New Jersey cities. This rep- 
resented a homecoming celebra- 
tion for the Newark-born comedian. 
The visit was recorded on film for 
showing on the NBC “Today” and 
“Home” shows. 








b | 


Opposition developed last week 
in New York Federal Court against 
two theatre circuits seeking Gov- 
ernment permission to acquire ad- 
ditional hardtop theatres. Both 
circuits—National Theatres and 
Loew's Theatres—are operating 
under Government consent decress. 

The Broadway Theatre Corp. of 
Santa Ana, Cal., and the Southern 
California Amusement Co, opposed 
the petition of National Theatres 
to build a conventipnal house in 
Garden Grove, Cal., on the ground 
that National's entry would repre- 
sent undue competition. South- 
ern California Amusement, for ex- 
ample, reported that its expects to 
open a theatre, to be calied the 
Grove, in Garden Grove on July 31. 

The antitrust division of the 
Dept. of Justice did not take a pro 
or con position on National's peti- 
tion. As a consequence, Judge Ed- 
mund L, Palmieri, who has been 
hearing all cases stemming from 
the Government's antitrust actions 
against the motion picture indus- 
| try, requested the Dept. of Justice 
|to submit a statement felative to 
|the situation. The court, however, 
| stressed that the Justice Dept. 
; Should noi reach a conclusion, The 
| Government agency promised to 
| deliver the statement in a week. 
| In another hearing, also before 
Judge Palmieri, involving Loew's 
| Theatres petition to acquire a 
} LESS saat house currently being 
built in the Sea Isle section of 
| Florida, 19 miles north of Miami 
Beach, opposition was registered 
by the Wometceo Circuit, , headed 
| by Mitchell Wolfson. The same 
chain a'so opposed Loew's recent 
| acquisition of the Riviera Theatre 
| in Coral Gables, Fla., but the court 
| gave Locw’s the green light after 
|hearing the arguments of both 
|}companies. The court reserved de- 
| cision on the new Loew’s petition. 
Unlike reutral position taken on 
National's retition, Justice Dept. 
did not oppose Loew's application, 
saying it saw no evidence that com- 
petition would be unduly re- 
strained. 


O'Shea Estimate 


Continued from page 3 eee 




















off around 8,000 C’Scope dates. 
O'Shea estimated that the picture 
eventual'y will rack up 14,000 U.S. 
and 1.650 Canadian bookings in 
the C’Scone version. Abroad, it's 
jhandled by RKO. Domestically, 
the C’Scope version is released by 
20th-Fox. 

O'Shea’ said™ Magna’s next, 
“South Pacific,” currently in pro- 
duction with Mitzi Gaynor and 
Rossano Brazzi starring, will be 
ready for opening Christmas or 
New Year's 1957, or for Washing- 
ton’s Birthday, 1958. It'll again be 
| roadshown, with 20th releasing the 





Continued from pase 4 Geme C’Scope version. 


O'Shea believes the future of 
|roadshows is a great one. “Give 
people a good, big show, and they 
don't mind paying higher admis- 
sions,” he holds. But only 50 
towns in the U.S. are of a size suf- 
ficient to sustain a long roadshow 
run. 

Magna is peddling all-purpose 
projection machines that can be 
adjusted to any size film. At the 
moment, 43 theatres are equipped 
| with such machines, he disclosed. 
| Units are made by Phillips in Hol- 
jland. Installation and equipment 
; once cost $74,000. It’s now down 
to where an exhibitor can pay olf 
}at $13,500, amortizing his cost on 
| a per-picture basis. 
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| Danny Thomas Show 


| 
| 
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| headed their services. Ditto the 
ball club ushers. 

Celebs on hand included Jane 
Russell, Susan Hayward, Roberta 
Sherwood, Lou Costello and har- 
monic player Freddie David. Elvis 
Presley, a local boy, took a bow. 
Arthur Godfrey was biMed but 
didn’t show. 

Abe Lastfogel, of the William 
| Morris Agency and prexy of the 
| Danny Thomas St. Jude Hospital 
Foundation, was also present and 
| helped produce the show. 
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‘Bernardine’ Brisk 136, 
Prov.; ‘Earth’ Solid 86 
Providence, July 2, 
“Bernardine” at Majestic seems 
slated for most of coin this week, 


as a month-long drought broken 
only ‘by a brief shower Sunday, has 





Picture Grosses 


‘SUN’ BRIGHT 106, 


| BROADWAY | 
(Continued from page 11) 
’ . : 
OMAHA; ‘PIGEON airs eevee tne E700. Piet | most of Rhode Island crowding the 
Omaha, July 2. ‘three days hit $9,000, business | Peaches. 4 ee ae — ye ed 
Biz is slightly above average at week of house ending on Sundays. D@PPY sie fa a “ hy 
the downtown first-runs this week | Continues. To pu" wy — “ke Fs td 
despite big crowds at the Ak-Sar-| " Roxy (Nat'l. The.) (5,717; $1.25- | Men’ and RK ee xt ins 
Ben races and burlesque at the |$950)—‘“Island in Sun” (20th) | Gate” are mild and slow respec 


Town Theatre. It’s the first burley | with stageshow (3d wk). This | ‘ively. 
here for three years. “Island in| round winding today (Wed.) looks | Estimates for This Week 
Sun” is high at the Orpheum, and to hold with great $88,000 or near.| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)— 


may hold over, “Public Pigeon | Second was 
No. 1” looks big at Brandeis, Ket. | 

tles on McDonald Farm” shapes 
modest at the Omaha. “Johnny 
Tremain,” panned by local critic, 


$98,500. Continues, | “China Gate” (20th) and “Shadow 
with “Affair To Remember” (20th) | of Fear” (UA). Slow $4,000. Last 
due in next. | week, “I Was A Teenage Were- 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)—/ wolf” (Indie) and “Invasion of. 
“Sweet. Smell of Success” (UA).| Saucer Men” (Indie), $4,500. 





is fairish at the State. ‘Initial week finishing today (Wed.) | (S-W) (2.200: 65-80)— 
Estimates for This Week looks to hit great $40,000, best fig- | “Rermartine”™ (oth) “a 3 Out- 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90)—/ ure for any United Artist pic tO | laws” (20th). Packing them in far 
“Public Pigeon No, 1” (U) and) play this house and tops here 1D | solid $13,000. Last week, “Way- 
“Young Stranger” (RKO). Hep $5,-| months. Holds, natch! | ward Bus” (20th) and “Smiley” (E), 


000 or near. Last week, “Wayward | Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— $4,500 
Bus” (20th) and “Love Lottery” | “Third Key” UV. 


(Rank) (5th wk). 


(Indie), $3,300. Fourth session finished Saturday | State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)—"12 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-90) | (29) was good $10,000. Third was' Angry Men” (UA) and “Seventh 
—Kettles on McDonald’s Farm” | $11,500 » $ Sin” (M-G). Mild $7,500. Last 


week, “Bachelor Party” (UA) and 





Re: Chicago Booking Situation 


Chicago, July 2 

Latest upshot on nabe breaks for first runs here indicates likell- 
hood of increased action. Universal’s next package is not being booked 
by the Stanley Warner houses, Highland and Rhodes on the southside, 
but will be booked by the Coston chain’s Hamilton Theatre in that 
neighborhood. 

Paramount will pair “Buster Keaton Story” with the earlier an- 
nounced nabe release of Elvis Presley’s “Loving You,” making what 
it considers a family-style package. Meanwhile the success of the 
Universal package was confirmed chiefly in the drive-ins. 

Several distribs indicate that the chief objection to releasing their 
backlog product to outlying theatres for first run is the already tight 
situation for play dates during the summer. Most feel their grosses 
could be seriously compromised by subsequent runs from the potent 
product now in the Loop. Therefore, further moves into nabe breaks 





|}are not expected until fall. 
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Madrid: ‘We Were Fair’ 


By HANK WERBA 
Madrid, July 20. Spain distribs with 10 or 20 U. 8. 











(U) and “Men Afraid” (U), Mild | Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540: 
$4,500. Last week, “Giant Claw” | $1-$1.50)—“La Strada” (T-L) (5ist 


(Col) and “Night World Exploded” wk), The 50th round finished Sun- | 


(Col), $5,009. ‘day (30) was okay $4,300. The 
Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75-| 49th week was $4,500. Stays on, 
90)—“Island in Sun” (20th). Sock with new pic due about the first 


$10,000. Last week, “Joe Butter-! of August. 

fly” (U), $7,000. | WVietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
State (Goldberg) (850; 75-90)—)|—*St, Joan” (UA) (2d wk). First 

“Johnny Tremain” (BV). Fairish | stanza ended last night (Tues.) was 

$3,500. Last week, “Seventh Sin }fair $12,000 or close. In ahead, 

(M-G), $3,500, |“Wayward Bus” (20th) (3d wk), | 


} 


- $7,500. 

‘Success’ | Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1.600; 
Success Sweet 13G, $1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders” 
Denver; ‘Sun’ 11G, 3d_ ‘Cinerama) (95th, wk). The 64th 
Denver, July 2, | round complete turday (29) was 
“Sweet Smell of Success” at | Dig $34,900 in 15 shows, The 63d 
Paramount is best entry of week | Week wae cereee a ig perform- 

and is holding over. It’s rated | are ys on in et, . 
nice. “Island in Sun” looms big | ,,.World (Times) (501; 95-$1-50)— 
in third stanza at Centre, and will | “Stella” (Burstyn) (4th wk). Third 
stay a fourth week. | “Around | frame ended Sunday (30) was sock 


World in 86 Days” still is hosty in | *% Seeond was $8,800. 


seventh session at Tabor, and will 
CHICAGO 


stay an eighth at least. “Bernar- 
(Continued from page 11) 








dine” is rated fair in second week | 
at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 70-90)\— (32d wk). Neat $17,000. 
“Johnny Tremaine” (BV) (2d wk)! week, $16,500. 


Last 


Good $3,000. Last week, $5,000. | Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; 70-$1.25)— | “Great Americ&n Pastime” (M-G) 
“Island in Sun” (20th) (3d wk).| and “Passport to Danger” (Indie). 


Big $11,000 or close; holding. Last | Passive $4,500. Last week, “Two 
week, $13,000. Grooms for Bride’. (20th) and 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,428; 70-90) “Badlands Montana” (20th}, $4.500 


—‘Lonely Man” (Par). Fair Oriental (Indie) (3.400; 90-$1.50) 
$5.500. Last week, “Gunfight at|—‘“Island in Sun” (20th) (3d wk). 
O.K. Corral” (Par) (4th wk). |Hotsy $22,000. Last week, $24,- 
Deaver (Fox) (2,525; 70-90\—/000. ~ 

“Bernardine” (20th) and “Lure of| Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1.434; 
Swamp” (20th) (2d wk). Fair | $1.25-$3.40) — “Seven Wonders” 
$9,500. Last week, $13,000 for re-|(Cinerama) (28th wk). Wonderful 
gular week. Local House of Hope | $31.000. Last week, same. 


realized $11,000 from world preem | 
night at $12.50 top. .,, |“Beginning of End” (Rep) and 

Esquire (Fox) (742;,70-90)—‘“Al-| “Unearthly” (Rep) (2d wk). Down 
bert Schweitzer” (Indie). Good/to earth but still solid $10,000. 


$2,500. Stays. Last week, on re-) Last week, $20,000. 

issues. | State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90- 
Lakeshore Drive-in. (Monarch) ¢).g0)—“Pride and Passion” (UA). 

(1,000 cars; 75)—“Delinquents” | Mighty $70,000. Last week. “Dino” 


(UA) and “Bailout at 43,000 Feet” |(aa) and “Untamed Youth” (WB) 


(UA). Neat 8,000 or near. Last | 9q wk), $12,000. 
week, “Hot Rod Runtble” (AA) and | Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: $1.25) 
“Calypso Joe” (AA), $6,500. —“Green Man” (DCA) (2d wk). 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 70-90\— | tHeayy duty for greenbacks at 
“Something of Value” (M-G) and ¢7 0999. Last week, $7,800. 
“Last Man to Hang” (Col) (2d wk).|  ‘Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036: 


Poor $5,000. Last week, $10,000. 1$1.75-$3.50) — “Around World” 
Paramount (Wolfberg) _ ‘2,200; (ta) (13th wk). Capacity $24,800 
70-90)—"Sweet Smell of Success Last week, $25,500. 
(UA) and “Ride Back” (UA), Nice 
$13.000. Holds on. Last week, $1.50) —“Gunfight at O.K. Cerral” 
“D1” (WB) and “Counterfeit | (p3,) (5th wk). Fair $9,000. Last 
Plan” (WB) (2d wk), $10,500. | week, $11,000. 
Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— Wools’ (Essaness) (1.200; 90- 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA)|¢) 59) «Tittle Hut’ (M-G) (4th 


(7th wk). Hep $9,000. Stays over. | yy). 
Last week, $9,000. 


TORONTO 


(Continued from page 10) 


Trim $15,000. Last week, 


$16.000. , 
| World (Indie) (606; 90)—“Mag- 
nificent Seven” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Rese eae tak “he 
ast week, “Mareh Hare” (FD),|_ Ziegfel s .25- 
Faint and Tome, oa, SMR Boat salon st week 
Holl . Palace, Runny } ’ ls y 
(FP) 1.709: 1,486; 1,385; 60-75)— | $4,000. 








“Face in Crowd” pane 5 
Sock $12,000. Last week, 500. | 
Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10)— | SEATTLE 


“D. LL” (WB). Fair $11,000. Last | (Continued from page 11) 
week, “Wayward ee (2d World” (UA) and “Vampire” (UA). 
wk), $12,500 for eight days. Great $10,000. Last week, “Gar- 
_hgew's (Loew) (2.006; 75S G) | ment Jungle” (Col) and “Wicked as 
Lofty $19,000. Last week, “Little | Come” (Col), $6,600. 

Hut” (M-G) (3d wk), $9,500 at $1|. Pifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
top. $1-$1.50)—“Island in Sun” (20th) 


Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.50-$2)—"“Ok- | and “Two Grooms” (20th) (3d wk). | 


lahoma” (Magna) (63d wk). Perked Huge $9,000 or near. Last week, 
to nice $7,000. Last week, $6.000. | $11,700, 

University (FP) (1,536; 60-$1)—_| 
“War and Peace” (Par). First time 


at pop seale, fine $9,000 or near. Good $4,500, Last’ week “Tammy 
Last week, “For Whom Bell Tolls” | ~ ee , £ 
(Par) (reissue) (5th wk), $6.000, | "4 Bachelor” (U) (24 wk), $3,600. 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 


y , * x Ries 
Uptown (Loew) (2096, 00-31) | $1.25—"D.L° (WB) and- “Duel at 


“Tammy agd Bachelor” (U). Hefty 


$12,000. Last week, “Kettles on 
Old MacDonald's ' Farm” (U),! $8,000. Last week, $11,800. 
$5,500 | Paramount (SW) (1,282; $1.20- 
York (FP) (877: $1.25-$2)—“10 $2.65)—“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
(Par) (32d wk). (12th wk). Swell $9,200. Last week, 


Commandments” 
Oke $4,500. Last week, $4,000. ‘| $38,900. 


; $3.30)—“10 Commandments” (Par) | 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1.400; 65-90)— | 


Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- | 
$1.25) — “Johnny Tremain ” (BY). | 


Apache Well” (Rep) (2d wk). Hep | 


“5 Steps to Danger” (UA), $9,000. 
| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65- 
80)—"20 Million Miles to Earth” 
(Col) and “27th Day” (Col). Neat 
$8,000. Last week, “Buster Keaton 
Story” (Par) and “Lonely Man” 
(Par), $5,000. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 10) 

| week, Orpheum, Hawaii, with Fox 
Beverly, “Lonety Man” (Par) and 
|“Buster Keaton Story” (Par), $15,- 
800. 





Four Star (UATC) (865; $1-$1.75) 
—“St. Joan” (UA). Small $4,200. 
Last week, “Loser Take All” (DCA) 
land “Widow” (DCA) (2d wk), 
$1,700. 

El Rey ‘FWC) (861: 90-$1.25)— 
“20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col) 
land “27th Day” (Col) (moveover). 
}Poor $2,000. Last week, “Albert 
Schweitzer” (Indie) (Sth wk), 
| $1,800 (6 days). 

Downtown Paramount, Wiltern, 
|Vogue (ABPT-SW-FWC) (3.300; 
2.344: 885; 80-$1.80)—“D. 1.” (WB) 
and “Counterfeit Plan” (WB) (2d 
wk). Light $17,000 or over. Last 
week, $28,700. 
| Egyptian, Hillstreet (U ATC- 
RKO) (1,503; 2,752; 80-$1.80) — 
|“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (2d wk). 
Fair $22,500. Last week, $21,600. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood, Ritz, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 756; 1.330; 
1,248: 90-$1.50) “Bernardine” 
(20th) and “Lure of Swamp” (20th) 
(2d wk). NSG $12,500 in 5 days. 
Last week, $21,300. 
| Chinese (FWC) (1.908; $2-$2.40) 
—‘Island in Sun” (20th) (3d wk). 
| Strong $24,000. Last week, $24,- 


| 600. 
| Pantages (RKO) (2,812; $1.10- 
| $1.75) — “Something of Value” 
|(M-G) (3d wk). Okay $9,000 or 
near. Last week, $9,500. 
| Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
| (1,468: 90-$1.80) — “Gunfight O. K. 
Corral” (Par) (5th wk-6 days). Big 
$10.000 or close in final week. 
Warner Hollywood (SW:+Cine- 
rama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven 
|Wonders” (Cinerama). Started 
| fourth week Sunday (30) after wow 
$40,500 last week. 
Carthay (FWC) (1,138: $1.75- 
$3.50)—“‘Around World 80 Days” 


week, $27,100. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1.612; 
$1.50-$3.30)—"10 Commandments” 
(Par) (33d wk). Steady $17,000, 
and up from last week’s $15,700. 
| Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 
—‘Fernandel Dressmaker” (Indie) 
}(8d wk). Okay $2,800 after $3,100 


last week. 
Canon (Rosener) (533; $1.50)— 
| “Magnificent Seven” (Indie) (2d 


| Wk). Good $3,800 after $3,900 last 





- week. 

Crest, Sunset (Lippert) (800: 
540: $1.25-$t.50)—“Miller’s Beauti- 
| ful Wife” (Indie). Fast $6,500. 
| KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 11) 


| wk). Handsome $6,000; stays, Last 
week, ditto. 
| Tower (Fox . Midwest) (1,145; 


$1.25-$2)—“‘Around World” (UA) 
|(5th wk). Smash $12,000; holds. 
Last week, same. 


| Uptown, Esquire, Fairway, Gra- 


nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2,043; 820; 
700; 1,217; 75-90)\—“Desk Set” 
(20th) and “Way To the Gold” 
(20th). Oke $12,000. Last week, 


Island in Sun” (20th) plus “Two 
Grooms for Bride” (20th) (2d wk) 
at Esquire and Granada, $10,000. 

Plaza (Fox Midwest) (1,900; 90) 
|— “Let’s Be Happy” (AA) with 
| Stageshow of Paul Pagano studio 
dancers. Moved from usual subse- 
quent-run policy to first-run for a 
Rhoden Week drive entry. Nice 
$6,500. Last week, subsequent-run. 


Ti dispel intimations in VarretTy 
that Spanish distributors were the 
heavies in film parley breakdown 
between the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. and Spain, official minutes 
of the recent distrib exee council 
assembly were made available to 
this correspondent. As reported in 
Variety (June 12), this meeting 
voted down a film peace formula 
elaborated by MPEA Mediter- 
ranean rep Charles Baldwin (sec- 
onded by Continenta] toppers from 
Metro and Universal) and Spain 
negotiator Joaquin Agusti. 

Augsti, distrib chief appointed 
by the Government to represent 
Spain in parleys, chaired the ses- 
sion. He situated the proposed 
agreement textually among the 
contiguous limitations. previously 
announced by government film 
authorities. Major limitation was 
the reduced annual import quota 
of 80 U. S. films (100 in ’54). Hope 
was voiced that industry-to-indus- 
try agreement to end the 22- 
month conflict would wring a good 
will concession from the Govern- 
ment, increasing the annual U. S. 
quota from 80 to 90. Within this 
framework, the specific peace 
proposals were: 

(1) MPEA agencies in Spain to 
be granted a basic minimum of 70 
U. S. pix (78 in '54) to cover Spain 
overhead and come up with a mod- 
est profit balance. 

(2) Local distribs to get 42 im- 
port licenses, with MPEA furnish- 
ing 21 films on a percentage dis- 
tribution basis. Of the 42, MPEA 
assumed the obligation to provide 


“-BOSTON 
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5 days), Nice $4,000. “Monte Carlo 
Story” (UA) opens tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-90)— 
“Bernardine” (20th) and “Lure of 
Swamp” (20th) (2d wk). Solid 
$10,000. Last week, $16,500. “Is- 
land in Sun” (20th) opens tomor- 
row (Wed.). 

Mayflower (ATC) (689; 65-95)— 
“Johnny Tremain” (BV), Fat $7; 
000. Returned to first-run from 








| United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90-| (UA) (30th wk). Big $30,000. Last | (er dar with Mayflower flagship 


for day-date in 17 Greater Hub 
| houses, 

| Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 90- 
| $1.25)—“Price and Showgirl” (WB) 
jand “Deep Adventure” (Indie). 
Fancy $22,000 or near. Last week, 
“Wayward Bus” (20th) and “Bad- 
aes of Montana” (20th) (2d wk), 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60- 
$1.10)—“I Was Teenage Werewolf” 
(Al) and “Invasion of Saucer-Men” 
(AI). Hot $16,000. Last week, 
“D.L” (WB) and “Naked Gun” 
(Asso) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Pilgrim (NET) (1,000; 65-95)— 
“20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col) 
and “27th Day” (Col). Mild $5,500. 
Last week, “Whispering Smith” 
and “Streets of Laredo” (reissues), 


$4,000. 

Saxon (Saxon) (1,100; $1. 
| $3.30) — “Around World” (UA) 
| (12th wk). Eleventh week ended 
| Friday (28) was stout $24,000 for 
11 shows. Last week, $25,500. 

Trans-Lux (Trans-Lux) (500; 75- 
$1.10)—“Bed of Grass” (T-L) and 
“Love Lottery” (Cont) (2d run). 
“Grass” puts house in first-runs 
with neat $4,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 90- 
$1.25) — “Something of Value” 
(M-G) and “Spring Reunion” (UA) 
(2d wk-5 days). Second week 
opened Saturday (29). Last week, 
solid $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) and 
“Spring Reunion” (UA) (2d wk-5 
days). Second week opened Satur- 
day (29). Las tweek, fine $9,000. 











films (depending on annual Spain 
import quota of 80 or 90) and un- 
derwrite the remainder with films 
produced by the U. S. in co-ven- 
tures with other countries. Eight 
additional coproductions would go 
to MPEA to bolster smaller mem- 
ber allotments and restore overall 
78 fims imported by MPEA in °54. 

(3) MPEA would distribute only 
18 U. S. pix in Spain during first 
three months of the agreement 
(effective Sept. 15) in order to re- 
duce Hollywood competition and 
give local listribs a headstart in 
unloading fall flickers (mostly Eu- 
ropean) already programmed for 
*57-'58. 

Local distribs first pointed out 
that the coproduction gimmick, 
main support of the peace plan, 
involved tampering with film 
agreement signed by the Spanish 
Government with the governments 
of Italy, Germany, and others. Im- 
porting Italo-American coproduct 
as Italian entries would undermine 
the Italian quota and hurt friendly 
nation producers. Agusti assured 
that MPEA would work out the ad- 
justments with other countries and 
make the necessary compensations, 
However, distrib execs, in the 
majority, remained skeptical that 
U. S. coproduction would feasibly 
compensate Spanish distribs for 
taking the short of the annual ale 
lotment. 

Main distrib argument against 
acceptance was that MPEA agen- 
cies were disproportionately well 
provided for, clinching 70 of the 80 
(maybe 90) U. S. films allowed into 
Spain annually. This breakdown 
of the basic quota proved that 
MPEA was primarily interested in 
feeding its own and continued to 
ignore the fact that infant Spanish 
distribs in Aug. '55 (MPEA embare 
go date) were now healthy, hi 
distrib adults—some of whom wer¢ 
doing more business now - thay 
some MPEA members had done in 
"54. 

Insistence on equal treatment 
was followed by the observationg 
that local distribs would be happy 
to see the Government raise the 
annual quota to 120 U. S. films. 
thus permitting an MPEA allote 
ment of 78 and an indie distrib ale 
lotment of 42 (5:2 ratio). But if 
dwindled hard currency reserves 
make this impossible, ae 
should in all fairness apply th 
5:2 measuring stick all along the 
line. Present formula, we ge, | 
to majority voice, penalized 
distribs for the inadequate ime 
port quota set by the Government 
and this they could not accept, 

As the meeting uncovered no 
new formula, the one proposed 
the assembly was put to a vot 
and defeated by five to four wit 
two abstentions, 20th-Fox, Unie 
versal and United Artists’ Iberian 
outlet, C. B. Films, voted to ace 
cept as did Mercurio, a major ine 


50- | dépendent distrib. Two abstentions 


came from CEA and As Films, ime 
portant film industry corporations, 
Agusti, head of CEA Distribution, 
abstained on the grounds he negoe 
tiated and proposed the peace 
formula. 

MPEA’s Enrique Aguilar (U 
proposed a unanimous vote o 
thanks and confidence to negotiar 
tor and ehairman Agusti 
which the council accorded. Agusti, 
during the course of the meeting, 
paid tribute to the MPEA negotiat- 
ing team for having made giant 
strides toward a settlement. Min- 
utes of the three-hour meeting did 
not reflect any of the acrimony 
usually present whenever the pro- 
longed film impasse is debated. 
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Chamber of Commerce’s ‘Or Else’ 
To Alderman on Costly Fast Time 


Minot, N. D., July 2. 4 

After the city council for a sec- 
ond time rejected a move to re- 
acind daylight saving time In this 
city of 30,000, the Chamber of 
Commerce comprising the leading 
business men, took the matter in 
hand at an indignation meeting 
and decided to “lay down the law” 
to the aldermen. 

Following its vote of 25 to 2 in 
favor of return to standard time 
the Chamber called upon the 
mayor to summon the aldermen for 
a special meeting to act upon the 
matter immediately. If this is not 
done the membership will attend 
the next regular meeting in a body 
and make its wishes felt, it was 
announced. 

It develops that at the last coun- 
cil meeting, when the aldermenre- 
affirmed continuance of fast time 
until Labor Day, the mayor had 
misinformed the body that peti- 
tions presented. asking for a return 
to normal time contained only 
about 500 names. As a matter of 
fact there were over 2,506 signers. 

During the week the local daily 
newspaper’s columnist reported 
that the town is in danger of losing 
its baseball club because DST has 
hurt attendance so greatly. 

The council originally adopted 
DST by only a one vote margin. 
Since then all surrounding towns 
as well as about 20 more through- 
out the state either have rescinded 
or rejected it. 

Among those appearing at the 
last council meeting asking for a 
return to standard time was the 
owner of one of the town’s two 
movie theatres. The local outdoor 
theatre and Earl Beck, its manager, 
have a court suit pending to knock 
it out on the grounds the council’s 
action in establishing it was in vio- 
lation of the state constitution. 
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Church Goycott 
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to local merchants not to exhibit 


LST posters, although it isn’t clear 
whether he meant to apply the 


erder to “objectionable” plays or 
for all the barn’s productions. Mer- 
chant members of the St. Anthony's 
parish are expected to comply, but 
nen-Cathotic storekeepers have In- 
dicated that they won't go along. 
As it happens, a showdown on that 
phase of the situation hasn't 


occurred, as posters for last week’s 
“Tattoo” were not delivered here, 
having been delayed in New York 
by the American Railway Express 
strike 


a 





‘Gunfight’ Tops 
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smaller cities, has astonished even 
the boosters. 

“Island in Sun” (20th) landed 
third place on advance word-of- 
mouth plus exploitation, advertis- 
ing and publicity job of the 20th- 
Fox staff. Film still was in first 
place in weekly ratings as the 
month ended, indicating it may 
continue its high standing in July. 

“Seven Wonders of World” (Cin- 
erama) rested fourth, same posi- 
tion it held in May, also an indi- 
cation of staying powers. “10 Com- 
mandments” (Par), June’s fifth 
spotter, had been number two in 
May, and previously No. 1 for 
three months in succession. “The 
D. 1.” « WB), a newcomer, finished 
sixth, good considering that some 
exhibitors see lack of femme ap- 
peal. - 

“Little Hut’ (M-G), a slow 
starter in some locations, grabbed 
off, seventh money. “Desk Set” 
(20th) wound up eighth, never 
managing to rise higher than fifth 
in weekly tabulations by Vanriery. 
It was ninth in May. 

“Wayward Bus,” also 20th-Fox, 
finished ninth. “Face in Crowd” 
(WB) was 10th-place winner, the 
fact that the film lacked stars 
known to film patrons apparently 
hurting its chances. 

“Bachelor Party”. (UA), which 
was seventh in May; “20 Million 
Miles to Earth” (Col) and “Joe 
Butte: fly” (U) were the three run- 
ner-up pix for the month. 

Several new pix were just being 
launched as the month wound up. 
“Bernardine” (20th) shapes as a 
potentially sisong grosser, judging 
from what it did in some five or 
six keys the final week in June. 
“Johnny Tremain” (BV) was in 
much the same category. 

“Something of Value” (M-G), 
another newie, displayed enough to 
finish sixth the final June stanza, 
and ‘likely will be heard from in 
the future. “Love in Afternoon” 
(AA) did nice on its initial play- 
date. “Prince and Showgirl” (WB) 
opened big at N.Y. Music Hall. 

“Tommy and Bachelor” (U), a 
runner-up the final week last 
month, also was given a chance of 
catching on. “Garment Jungle” 
(Col) wound up ninth one week 
last month. 

“Monkey on Back” (UA) fin- 
ished 10th in another stanza in 
June but obviously was not up to 
|hopes in many key cities. “Could 
Be the Night” (M-G), which was 
10th in May, managed to finish as 
a runner-up pic another week. 

“Beginning of End” (Rep), ini- 
tial AB-PT production, opened 
smash in Chi, “Public Pigeon No. 





Attendance at the strawhat de- 
creased last week, but how much 
that was due to the church boycc'', 
the basic draw of the play or the 
fact that it has already been seen 
here in a film version, wasn’t ap- 
parent, It’s figured that loss of 
Catholic patronage may be partly 


offset by increased attendance by 
non-Catholics. However, the large 
Catholic population in nearby 
Waterbury and Torrington may be 


a factor 

Two crities who regularly cover 
the Litchfield theatre are caught in 
the controversy. They are George 


Dillon, of the Waterbury Repubii- 
can and Marie Casseidie, Litchfield 
stringer for the Torrington Regis- 
ter. Both praised “Tattoo”? when it 


previously played the strawhat 
four years ago, but after Skelly’s 
denunciation of the Tennessee 
Williams drama last Sunday, they 
found it “horrid” and “objection- 


able.” 

Leonard Altobell, who has oper- 
ated the barn for the last 12 years, 
defends his record with the spot 


and the quality of his shows. “I 
fee! that people should have the 
right to attend a play if they so 
desire,” he says. “This is a free and 
democratic country, and people 
should be able to decide for them- 


selves whether they wish to attend. 

“The people who come to this 
theatre axe of normal intelligence 
and are able to form their own 
opinions and judgments Without 
dogmatic laws. Any group that 
sets itself up to order what people 


1” (U) landed several fine play- 
dates. “Lonely Man” (Par), al- 
though a bit spotty, cashed in on a 
couple of strong engagements. 

“Dino” (AA), which did okay 
for type of pic it is in Chi, was 
rated nice in N.Y. “I Was Teen- 
Age Werewolf” (AIP) scored a 
couple of smart playdates the first 
week out. 





| EXHIBS AWARD PRIZES | 


FOR FILM REPORTING 


| 
Atlanta, July 2. 
Cc. M. MelIntosh of the daily 
| Augusta hronicle-Herald and 
| Shirley Barker of the weekly Clay- 
ton Tribune were named winners 
| in a contest for the best film-report- 
| ing published by Georgia news- 
| papers between Jan. 1 and May 1. 
| The contset, sponsored by the Mo- 
/tion Picture Theatre Owners and 
| Operators of Georgia, resulted in 
'27 entries from both daily and 
weekly newspapers throughout the 
state. 

The two first prize winners will 
receive all-expense paid trips to 
Hollywood for two. As a result of 
a tie for second place in the daily 
category, duplicate awards of $250 
savings bonds were presented to 
George Doss of the Macon Evening 
News and Dorothy Smith of the 
Waycross Journal Herald. Second 
place winner in the weekly news- 
paper category was Alva L. Hay- 
ward of the Warrenton Clipper. 

The awards were presented at 
the joint annual convention of the 
Georgia exhibitors’ group and Ala- 
bama Theatres Assn. A_ special 
booth at the convention displayed 
the scrapbooks submitted in the 
contest and samples of the thou- 
sands of inches of publicity re- 
ceived by the motion picture in- 
dustry. 

According to J. H. Thompson, 
| president of the Georgia theatre 
unit, the event was one of the most 
rewarding ever undertaken by the 
organization. He added that the 
presence of many Georgia news- 
paper editors and writers at the 
opening luncheon of the convention 
“will bring additional goodwill and 
cooperation from the newspaper 
people in the future.” 
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selling books and successful stage 
plays that have proven theselves 
audience-wise. It is our firm con- 
viction that stories are more im- 
|portant than names. When you 
can effect a combination of both, 
the result is bound to be profitable 
motion picture entertainment.” 

Exec said the studio’s talent de- 
velopment program had been inten- 
sified and would result in more 
important stars. 

At. the meeting, WB v. p. in 
charge of advertising and public 
| relations, Robert S. Taplinger; Gil 
Golden, national advertising man- 
| ager; Meyer M. Hutner, national 
| publicity manager, and W. W. 
| Brumberg, who heads the field ex- 
ploitation staff, presented merchan- 
|dising plans for the summer and 
| fall releases. 


| 


Rank to Open in Trinidad 


London, July 2. 

Continuing its expansion plans, 
J. Arthur Rank Overseas Film 
Distributors, shortly will open of- 
= in Trinidad. The Trinidad of- 
ces will be directly responsible 
|to London and will not be part of 
| Latin American setup. 
| T. M. Lindner, who's been ap- 
| pointed special rep of JAROFD, 
will leave London within the next 
few days to set up offices in Port 
of Spain. 























Rome, July 2. 
Europe’s first modern drive-in 


pected to open just outside Rome 


volved both financially as well as in 
the technical know-how that goes 
behind designing the locally still- 
unknown type of al fresco show- 
case. 

Unusual feature of the up-to-date 
setup will be that customers at the 
drive-in, which will be located out 





| way south of the Eternal City, will 
be able to listen to the soundtrack 


either in English or in Italian. | 


Loew is adding a second synchro- 


(according to local claims) is ex-| 


early in August, with Loew in-| 


on the Cristopher Columbus high- | 


are to see and where they are to go | nized (English language) magnetic 


is against democratic principles.” | soundtrack to that already on the | 

The producer says he has re-|Italo-dubbed film, and spectators 
ecived mail from both patrons and | will be able to switch from one to 
non-patrons, all criticizing the | the other via a button on all the 
action of Skelly. } speakers. 


Loew Know-How, Valerio’s License 


Behind Europe's First Class Drive-In 


| Loew is partnered in the project 
with an Italian exhib, Vasco Va- 
| lerio, who runs 27 other showcases. 
Split is 50-50, but it’s believed that 
Metro is the prime mover via its 
know-how in the field, the local 
partner perforce having no work- 
ing knowledge in the drive-in sec- 
tor. In exchange, Valerio came up 
with the hard-to-come-by license 
for the drive-in, only one each be- 
ing. currently allowed in major 
Italian centers under. stringent 
laws governing theatre openings. 
Drive-in is licensed for some 750 
ears of unspecified size. As an ex- 
periment, temporary bleachers will 
be built this year to accommodate 
the motor-scooter trade. If this 
proves a financial success, a per- 
manent amphithatere will be built 
for the two-wheel trade, which in 
addition offers noise-baffle prob- 
lems in the question of approach to 
; the viewing area, 





Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Considering the oft-voiced concern over what would happen should 
the Hollywood Production Code lift its restriction on dope themes, 
the anticipated ‘flood’ of such pictures hasn’t developed. There have 
been several films dealing with dope peddling and addition, but few 
major ones, 

Latest to treat the subject of addiction is 20th-Fox’s “A Hatful of 
Rain,” which last week saw the cycle complete—U. S. Narcotics Com- 
missioner Harry J. Anslinger, formerly a stout foe of having the screen 
say anything at all about narcotics, formally endorsed “Hatful” and 
said it would help the treatment of addicts. 

It was in good part the position of the Commissioner which, in years 
past, kept the Motion Picture Assn. of America from revising the Code 
in re the narcotics ban. It was finally lifted last December. Prior to 
_ “The Man With the Golden Arm” was released without a Code 
se 


One current film out and revolving around the dope habit is “Monkey 
on My Back,” the Barney Ross story, which originally ran into diffi- 
culties with the Code over the scene showing the plunging of the 
needle into the arm. Another film is “Pickup Alley” and yet another 
is “Dope Ship,” the title of which now has been changed to “Cargo X.”* 

What appeared te please Commissioner Anslinger in “Hatful” was 
that it was pointed towards seeking the help from proper authorities. 
He warned relatives who give loved ones money for narcotics, likening 
it to “putting more poison in their veins.” Anslinger’s position orig- 
inally had been that virtually any dramatization of the dope habit on 
oe > ga was apt to rouse the kind of interest that would create new 
addic 





General reluctance of exhibitors, particularly small operators, to 
invest in new equipment is pointed up by the-unused gear presently 
lying around in theatres. These are holdovers from the period when 
efforts were being made to revitalize the industry with new processes 
and new_gimmicks. It was a period of uncertainty and no one was 
quite sure what system, what sound method or what innovation would 
help lure customers into the theatres, 

Presently collecting dust in numerous theatres throughout the 
country are units designed for the dual snychronization of projectors 
for the showing of the short-lived 3-D pictures. About 100 of the 
larger cinemas are equipped with large-secreen, closed-circuit television 
units which haven't been used in a long time. The theatres were the 
prime outlets for the championship fights promoted by the International 
Boxing Club. However, with the IBC shut out of the upcoming heavy- 
weight championship fight, the event is returning to conventional 
home video and the theatre tv units will remain idle. The closed- 
circuit entrepreneurs who had envisioned important b.o. events via 
closed-circuit have long since shifted their attention to business meet- 
ings using hotels as outlets and have forgotten the theatres. 

An unknown number of theatres which installed magnetic sound 
systems find them useless as the film companies have shifted 
mainly to optical tracks. Many of the early screens for CinemaScope 
have been scrapped and replaced with better ones. 

Although exact figures are unavailable, it’s roughly estimated that as 
much as $3,000,000 in unused equipment can be found in theatres 
throughout the U.S. 





Current industry attempt to influence more newspaper coverage of 
pictures and players has a special twist. Throughout the years imagina- 
tive gimmicks designed to draw fourth estators’ interest have paid off 
And this brings up the question of whether the press is indifferent 
to the picture business per se or simply finds the usual publicity ap- 
proaches too commonplace to rate newsprint attention. 

Example of the way.reporters and editors give a play to the special 
angled pitch is shown in the way Allied Artists’ “Love in the After- 
noon” has been spotlighted. AA sent seven French femmes with show 
business. backgrounds on the road. They called at the city desks and 
simply talked about the picture and French amour. This was no great 
enterprise on the part of AA, but it at least was somewhat different. 
The press went for it, with stories and cuts prominent in many of the 
big dailies (some on Page 1) throughout the country. : 





Kristina Soederbaum, Swedish-born actress-wife of German picture 
director Veit Harlan, revealed in Berlin that attacks, stemming from 
the fact that she is the wife of Harlan, are still continuing against her. 
Quite recently, it was called an “open scandal” in the German press 
that she attended a theatrical performance of “Diary of Anne Frank” 
in Munich. On one occasion, some spit in her face. Once she and her 
husband were invited for the opening of a picture, but this invitation 
turned out to be a trap and they were whistled out of the cinema. 
She still gets letters full of hate. 

Miss Soederbaum said that she would understand if these attacks 
came from Jewish people or other victims of the Nazi regime. “It may 
sound strange,” she told Variety, “but our biggest opponents today 
are Germans who actually liked it quite well under Hitler.” 





August or September starting date will be firmed shortly on “The 
Naked and the Dead” which producer Paul Gregory will make on 
location in Hawaii for RKO. Gregory reported that U.S. Army ap- 
proval has been obtained and final phases of the script now are being 
discussed with Gen. Higgins. 

Gregory is currently in New York to discuss with CBS-TV execs 
the details of his 90-minute spectacular “Cresendo,” set for Sept. 29, 
plans to launch his platform play “The Rivalry,” in Vancouver Sept. 20. 
Based on the Lincoln-Douglas debates, the Norman Corwin script will 
star Raymond Massey, Agnes Moorehead and Brian Donlevy. 





National Screen Service trailer for Russ-Field’s “The Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown” will carry a new animated paper sculpture that gives a 
three-dimensional effect sans use of glasses. Device, first time ever 
used, was developed by Robert Winquist, Chouinard Art School in- 
structor who never has worked in films before. 

Sculptured paper cutouts will be a feature of the trailer and United 
Artists has ordered 800 private for nationwide saturation campaign 
prior to August release of comedy. 





Employment contracts for Robert W. Coyne, special counsel, and 
Charles E. McCarthy, information director, of the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations, are up for negotiation. The two execs have been 
working without pacts right along. Given the job of .working out 
employment agreements with them is a committee comprising Abe 
Montague, Columbia’s v.p. in charge of domestic distribution, and 
circuit operators Robert J. O’Donnell, Leo Brecher and Max Cohen. 





Still another market survey is on the horizon. It’s been proposed 
by Walter Reade as a COMPO project and endorsed by the COMPO 
exec committee .. . Also re COMPO, 8,242 theatres paid membership 
dues to this organization last year. And a new member this year is 
the Theatre Equipment & Supply Manufacturers Assn. 





Sound department at RKO studio on Coast will be skeletomized in 
a few weeks when the studio winds dubbing and scoring of “Stage 
Struck.” Four permanent members of the department as well as sev- 
eral temporary employees have been handed their notices. Depart- 
ment head John Aalberg will remain but henceforth studio’will call 
in technicians on special assignment whenever soundmen are required. 
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Now...the exclusive high fidelity sound track album 
from Stanley Kramer’s dramatic motion picture 


Backed by the same grand-scale promotion that has 
strongly supported such other Capitol releases as 


THE KING AND I + GIANT + HIGH SOCIETY + CAROUSEL 
SAINT JOAN * A FACE IN THE CROWD + OKLAHOMA! 
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Isian, Swiss Terms to U.S. Better 
So Europeans Veto Festivals 
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Berlin, July 2. 

The General Assembly of the 
International Federation of Tilm 
Producers, meeting here during 
the run of the seventh annual film 
festival, has so far refused to give 
official recognition to next year’s 
Brussels film festival, scheduled 
to run in conjunction with the 
Belgian capital’s World Fair. Fed- 
eration adopted this stand because 
of the country’s continuing dis- 
criminatory attitude to the Euro- 
pean producing nations, 

The Belgians allow the Amer- 
ican distribs to remit 65% of their 
earnings, but European producers 
have considerably less advantage- 
ous terms. That puts Belgium in 
conflict with the Federation rules, 
which stipulate that festivals can 
only be supported if all member- 
nations are given equal treatment. 

The Brussels fest is skedded to 
run in two parts. The first, limited 
to shorts, will start on May 20, 
1958, and run for a week. The 
feature festival will tee off May 
30 and continue through June 13. 

The General Assembly also gave 
the thumbs-down to the Locarno 
Festival for the second year run- 
ning, also because the Swiss au- 
thorities have conceded better 
terms to the American industry 
than te the European producers. 
In both cases, the Motion Picture 
Assn., while rowing in with major- 
ity opinion, has adopted a con- 
cillatory line towards achieving of- 
ficial blessing for both junkets. 

In the event that the Federa- 
tion gives official support to the 


Belgian fest, next year’s General 
Assembly meet will take place in 
Brussels. Otherwise, the venue 


will be switched to Vienna. | 


‘KEEP US INFORMED 
ON ARBITER TALKS’ 


Austin, July 2. 

Texas Drive-In Theatre Owners 
Assn. has asked that it be given 
representation at the conferences 
now being held to establish an in- 
dustrywide arbitration system. 

Eddie Joseph} local theatre own- 
er and operator, and prez of the or- 
ganization, has dispatched a letter 
to Ralph D. Hetzel of the Motion 
Picture Assn, of America in N. Y. 
advising him that the MPAA 
“should in all fairness, see that our 
organization is represented at the 
conference. Since we are directly 
affected by whatever decisions are 
made at these meetings, we feel 
that if good relationship and better 
understanding of the problems that 
affect us are to be achieved, we 
must be represented.” 

Ernest Stellings, prez of Thea- 
tre Owners of America, said his 
association would not be adverse 
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HARRY BRANDT CARRIES ON 


Independent Theatre Operators 
Put Up Annual Slate 


Harry Brandt was nominated last 
week to again head the Independ- 
ent Theatres Owners Assn. for 
the new fiscal year. Nominated for 
v.p. posts were Max A. Cohen, Wil- 
liam Namenson, Julius Sanders, 
Norman Leff while up for treasurer 
and secretary are Leon Rosenblatt 
and Edith Marshall, respectively. 

Nominated for the board were 
Samuel Einhorn, Norman Elson, 
Sam Freedman, Bob Goldblatt, Al 
Greene, Jack Hattem, Jack Hey- 
man Ben Knobel, Sam Keonig, Lar- 
ry Kurtis, Murray LeBoss, Martin 
Levine, Al Margolies, Melvin Mil- 
ler, Irving Renner, Ray Rhone, 
Jack Rochelle, Tom Rodgers and 
Murray Schoen. . 


San Sebastian Fest 
Shapes Bigger This Yr. 
With FIAPF Approval 


Madrid, June 25. 
Spurred by*major festival status 
granted at the recent Cannes meet- 
ing of the International Federa- 
tion of Producers Associations 
(FIAPF), the San Sebastian Film 
Festival committee is trying for 
the glitter and world ballyhoo that 
make Cannes and Venice standout 
gatherings. Calendared for July 








| 21-28, fest will.be a composite of 


the Cannes and Venice festival pat- 
terns. All countries present av 
Cannes have received invitations 
to San Sebastian. Communist coun- 
tries will get invites too, despite 
lack of diplomatic ties with Spain, 
via the FIAPF offices. 

Two golden seashells (Concha 
d'Oro) will be awarded to the best 
feature and top short. The inter- 
national Catholic Cinema Office 
will offer its own award for the 
best picture shown. In addition, 
the city of San Sebastian and local 
personalities will give prizes for 
best performances and direction. 

An international jury, headed by 
Festival President Juan Pergola 
(mayor of San Sebastian), will con- 
sist of four Spaniards and a nom 
g’eminence from England, France, 
Italy and Germany. 

U.S. participation at San Sebas- 
tian is a big question mark at the 
moment. At the FIAPF meeting 
in Cannes, upgrading of San Se- 
bastian Festival was voted unani- 
mously with Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. delegate F. W. Allport 





to inviting the Texas drive in 
group to participate in the delibera- | 
tions, according to Joseph. 
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Nein Glamour 

——ae Continued from page 3 Gee | 

Space” (a short suoject) are this | 


country’s entries. With the excep- 
tion of the Disney items (all U. S. 
pictures have still to be shown as 
this report is filed with New York. | 

On the evening of June 28 U. S. 
film biz holds its reception at Har- | 





abstaining on the grounds his or- 
ganization does not have a pact 
with Spain. MPEA nevertheless 
has received an invite from Mayor 
Pergola. 


UA ‘Viking’ Handout 
Kids Hollywood Censors 


Under the heading “What a 
Choice!” a publicity handout from 
United Artists last week poked 
subtle fun at the Code Administra- 





nack House with Fred Gronich | ¥ s 
fronting for the Motion Picture Ex- mh. yr eg Ad y pied: 
port Assn. a nomenclature which .the Shur- 
Curner B. Shelton, Film Division | |ock office has tried hard to avoid, 
chief of U. S. Information Agency jis argument being that the the 
at Washington, is due in. Ditto Code represents “self-regulation” 
Nathan D. Golden of the Dept. of | distinct from censorship. 
Commerce, Others from States in-| Asking “Want to be a movie 
clude Albert E. Petersen, chief in- | censor?” the release related the 


formation officer 17 §, Mission in| case of Kirk Douglas’ “The Vik- 
Berlin; Donald D. Duke, chief of | ings,” now filming in Norway. It 
film division, U.S. is at Bonn and! contains a scene in which Tony 
Jay Carmody, of Washington Stat | Curtis, as a Viking warrior, is cap- 
who is a member of the feature | tured by the English. The pun- 
film jury. jishment. They cut off his right 
—— |hand, In the same picture, a fal- 


“New Vork Theatre J &: “ears 


face. The dwner breaks the bird's 
wing so he’ll never be able to fly 
| again. 

| Faced with these two scénes, the 
UA handout related, the Code 
ruled that the hand-cutting busi- 
nees was okay,-but the breaking of 
the bird's wing represented “ex- 
cessive brutality.” Story didn’t 
detail how each scene was pre- 


sented, which is a strong considera- 
J ition re Code approval. 
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RAGIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
MARILYN MONROE + LAURENCE OLIVIER 
In 
THE PRINCE AND THE SHOWGIRL” 


A Warner Bros Release - TECHNICRLOR® 
cond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 














Word From Berlin Is: 
Bring Own Bedstead 


Berlin, July 2. 

Again the ceremonies opening 
Berlin’s Film Festival seemed end- 
less, and often silly. Tedium was 
increased by translating each talk 
into English and French. This 
slowed things down, but even so 
the Italians complained, “What 
about us?” 

The grand parade of stars open- 
ing day was less than memorable 
since half of the 37 introduced 
were uncharted in cinematic heav- 
ens. Human touch came when 
Henny Porten, who was big in sil- 
ents, drew a sentimental ovation 
which nearly reduced her to tears. 
She dreams of resuming her film 
career. 

Second loudest “ovation,” went 
to Errol Flynn and his wife Pat- 
ricia Wymore. Errol carried a cane 
(a novelty around here) with his 
tux and excused himself: “Mein 
Deutsch is lousy .. .”. England’s 
Trevor Howard, already a regular 
participant in the local pie fetes, 
was also warmly hailed. 

German fans eagerly await pro- 
mised appearances in town of Gary 
Cooper, Henry Fonda and Debbie 
Reynolds. 

Con-current with the Festival's 
own schedule it is odd to note the 
Atelier am Zoo, an art cinema un- 
der the Zoo-Palast, showing Amer- 
ica’s “Big House” (1930) and Great 
Britain’s “Atlantic”. 

Leo J. Horster, Walt Disney rep 
in Germany points up fact that 
there hasn’t been a Berlin Film 
Festival which didn’t showcase a 
Disney production. (This year, it’s 
“Secret of Life’ and “Man in 
Space”) . . , And Disney has al- 
ready revealed entry for 1958 Fes- 
tival: It's “Perry.” Herzog-Film, 
incidentally sent out two invita- 
tions to its reception. Repeat to 
make sure nobody forgot, Herzog 
distribs Disney pix in Germany... 

Punsters dubbed this year’s fes- 








7 


Up to His Clavicle in Plaudits 





Herman Wobber’s Ret 


irement Highlighted By 


Offer of Another Job 





USUAL SECRECY PREVAILS 


Albert Vs. Columbia and 
Kalamazoo Cases Settled 


Chicago, July 2. 

Two settlements of antitrust 
suits against theatre chains and 
film distribs were made out of 
court here through the legal offices 
of Seymour Simon and Sheldon 
Collen. 

Charles Albert, et al. versus Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp., et al., was 
filed in Northern Ohio District 
Court in 1952. Albert, operator of 
State Theatre in Urichsville, Ohio, 
suits against theatre clans and 
cuit for $396,000 in seeking com- 
petitive bidding for first run prod- 
uct there. Seymour Simon and 
Horace Adams (Cleveland) repre- 
sented plaintiffs. 

Kalamazoo Drive-In Theatre Co. 
also won a settlement versus ma- 
jor distribs and Butterfield Thea- 
tre Circuit having filed suit on 
similar charges in US. District 
Court for Western District of 
Michigan at Grand Rapids. The 
plaintiff operates theatre in Kal- 
amazoo, Michigan. Working with 
Simon and Collen was attorney 
Elden W. Butzbaugh of Benton 
Harbor. 
1956. 

In neither case was amount of 
settlement made public, 


Britons Divided 


Continued from page 3 























(tte 
tival, which” winds tonight (-Tues.) 
with the screening of Metro’s “’Tea- 
house of the August Moon,” has 
become a trading centre for mo- 
tion picture distribs and exporters. 
Because of this, it has almost been 





tival “Hassival.” Because of ac- 
tor O. E. Hasse\being in three fes- 
tival contenders 


on jamais,” both French 
and Germany's “Last Ones Shall 
Be First”... 

“Manuela,” Lion International | 
production world-preemed here 
has quickly found a distributor for 
Germany. Paramount took on this 
British entry ...Ivan Foxwell, 
producer of “Manuela,” and a 
handsome guy mistaken by some 
fans to be film star. 

Noted are many festival pix in 
which children play leading role, 
per England’s “Spanish Gardner,” 
Denmark's “Be Dear to Me,” Ja- 
pan’s “Horse Boy” and “Father 
Love” and Italy’s “The Window to 
the Luna Park” and “Fathers and 
Sons.” 

Miss Elli Silman perhaps the 
Number One agent in Berlin tele- 
graphed bids to her privete party. 
She has 156 names on her talent 
roster. : 

Oscar Martay, the man who 
started the Berlin film fetes in 
1951, strolling about the Ku-damm. 
Few seem to remember him. Some 
ask what he’s doing now. Martay 
is married to Renate Barken, Ger- 
man actress. Marriage produced 
a bambino last year. 

Errol Flynn staying at Hotel 
Gehrhus. He didn’t like his rooms 
in the Kempinski. However, bulk 
of the Americans are at the Kemp- 
Linski ..» . Hotel situation is again 
frightful this year. Many guests had 
to lodge in private quarters. The 
new Hilton-operation hotel, still 
building am desperately needed. 

Club of Berlin Film Journalists 
will hand a prize to the festival's 
“most amusing guest” and Henry 
Fonda gets prize of German film 
critics (as best foreign male star 
for “War & Peace”). 

Hardiest festival guest will prob-| 
ably be Japan’s Izumi Yukimura. | 
She arrived June 19 and stays over 
the whole period (last sear’s long- 
est-stayer was Egypt's’ Magda). 

Sweden's star contingent is par- 
ticularly big this year: Ulla Ja- 
cobsson, Folke Sundquist, Bjoern 
Bjelvenstam, Gunvor Ponten. 

Photos showing Marlon Brando 
wearing German officer’s uniform 
(from his pic, “The Young Lions”) 
currently making the local press 
rounds, B.Z. had it even on front 
page. 

John Harris, head of Television- 
Film Productions here, to sell 25 
independent pix (“C” product) 
|from America. He has set up an 
loffice in Munich. 








“Arsene Lupin” | 
(as Emperor Wilhelm II) and“Sait- 
items, } 


completely stripped of what little 
glamor it possessed. 

At the same time, however, the 
festival has a major political role, 
recognized by Washington. 

No Berlin Straw Vote 

or the first timewsince its in- 
ception, the festival has dropped 
its poll of the Berlin public due 
largely to the criticisms published 
last year when, for the second time 
running, a mediocre German entry 
had walked off with the first prize. 
This year the prizes are being 
awarded solely on jury verdict. 

Some German journalists are re- 

angry with Variety for its 
role in ending the public vote, but 
it’s no secret that the MPEA mem- 
ber companies would have declined 
te participate if the poll had it 
been 
International Federation of Film 
Producers made its attitude clear 
earlier in the year and urged that 
the local public vote be dropped. 

This year the jury, as well as 
the hundreds of visiting newsmen, 
have had a tough assignment, cov- 
ering a minimum of four screen- 
ings a day to cope with the un- 
spooling of 31 features, nine full 
length documentaries and 60 shorts, 
making a round total of 100 sub- 
jects. There's a growing feeling 
here that the volume of product is 
getting out of hand and that au- 
thorities will have to introduce 
some form of limitation, as is now 
being done in Cannes and Venice. 

If limitation were imposed, it 
would automatically take care of 
a continuous grouse about the poor 
quality of much of the product. 

Frederick S. Gronich, who heads 
the MPEA office in Frankfurt, was 
responsible for the organization of 
the American reception, which was 
one of the social highlights of the 
fest. So great was the clamor for 


| invites that they assumed a black 
{market value and were being of- 


fered along the Kurfurstendamm 
for 22 marks ($5.50). Mare Spie- 
gel, MPEA topper in Europe, came 
in specially from Paris for the oc- 
casion; while Fayette W. Allport, 
chief of the Association’s London 
office, who was around for the 
meetings of the International Fed- 
| eration of Film Producers, delayed 
his return to London to be on hand. 





Russo Adds Oceanside 2 
San Diego, July 2. 

Sam Russo, local exhib, closed 
a deal with Irwin Sklar and will 
take over the Crest and Town The- 
tres in nearby Oceanside. 

He will operate the houses on a 
long-term lease. 





Suit was filed in May,|. 


In any event, the | 





San Francisco, July 2. 

Herman Wobber, hale and 77, is 
taking on a new job. 

It was offered him by 20th-Fox 
President Spyros Skouras in a 
wire to Wobber’s Golden Anni- 
versary luncheon at the Sheraton- 
Palace last week. Skouras wants 
to make 20th’s longtime Western 
Division manager his “personal 
representative in the U. S. and 
overseas.” 

Wobber, celebrating 50 years in 
the film business, called the job 
“a very flattering offer” and 
added: 

“I’ve always been a good sol- 
dier. Chances are I'll get the pass- 
ports out.” 

So what was billed as Wobber's 
/retirement luncheon was, in real- 
ity, what one of a dozen speakers 
|called “an interlude between serv- 
ices to the motion picture busi- 
ness.” 

The luncheon was sponsored by 
the San Francisco Variety Club - 
and attended by almost 500 pro- 
duction and distribution execs, all 
chums of Wobber. Chief Barker 
Irving (Bud) Levin spoke briefly 
then turned matters over to em- 
|cee Paul Speegle. 
|» A number of Wobber’s friends 
then spoke. Among them: 

Jesse Lasky Sr.: “I have been 
'Herman’s friend for 48 years... 
| I wouldn’t have missed this lunch- 
eon if I'd been in Paris, London 
or Israel. He has been a wonder- 
fu. influence ,. . of all the men 
in the industry, the most honest, 
most truthful, the finest character 
the motion picture industry ever 
| bred is Herman Wobber.” 
| Alex Harrison: “It’s very diffi- 
| cult, as Herman’s protege, to speak 
| objectively, but I'll try. This is a 
{great mind, a man whose career 
| has. spanned the entire life of the 
{motion picture industry... . we 
{should use his career as an in- 
|spiration to all of us. He has 


| fought for the industry over the- 





years second to nobody. And it is 
|more than an industry. It is the 
greatest means of selling the 


American way of life ever devised: 
should the industry be dissolved, 
|the job of the State Department 
would be increased a thousand- 
fold.” 

Assemblyman Caspar W. Wein- 
berger, representing Gov. Good- 
win J. Knight and the State Legis- 
lature, presented Wobber with a 
scroll and Wobber finally spoke, 
briefly. 

“This wasn’t a job to me, this 
was a devotion. I practically ran 
; te work every day for 50 years. 
|1'm going to be lost—I feel like a 
|capon when he first realizes what's 
happened to him.” 


IA VOTES DISAPPEAR; 
WHOLE NEW ELECTION 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Chapter Two-—-The Case of the 
Missing Ballots. 

Exec board of IATSE Local 728, 
Studio Electricians, over the week- 
end recommended to Local’s mem- 
bership that they start all over 
again with their annual elections. 
Matter will be decided at member- 
ship meeting, July 8. 

To recapitulate, at recent elee- 
tion Al Franklin beat out incum- 
bent R. A. (Nick) Nichols for biz 
;agent. Election results were later 
challenged, but when appointed 
| committee attempted recount, bal- 
|lots, stored in union office, turned 
| up missing. They still haven't 
been found, nor ,has any clue to 
what happened to them. 


Seek Palance for ‘Snorkel’ 
Hollywood, July 2. 
Jack Palance is being paged by 
Associated Artists Productions to 
star in “The Snorkel,” slated for 
production in England in late 
| August. By that date, Palance will 
| have completed his toplining role 
}in “Flower of May,” filmization of 
| the Blasco Vincente Ibanez tome 
| now being produced in Mexico by 
| Olallo Rubio Jr. with Roberto Ga- 
| baldon directing. 
| “Snorkel” screenplay is by Jim- 
|my Sangster and Peter Meyers and 
| is based on yarn by Anthony Daw- 
son, 
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Closed-TV's Strange Bedfellows 


Rapidly growing field of closed-circuit television equipment is 


finding new clients, some of them 
day. Already used 


for the strangest purposes, every 


in such widely ¢iversified fields as atomic 


energy, railroad freightyard traffic, railroad ticket sales and shop- 
lifting detection, the closed-circuit setups, which range anywhere 
from a single camera and one monitor to more than 100 in each 
installation, are getting some new goings-over. 

Dage Television division of Thompson Products Corp., the 
leading manufacturer of the closed-circuit equipment (cameras, 
monitors, amplifying units and self-contained stations), has had 


some eyebrow-lifters in the form 
the orthodox setups like the nine 


of recent sales. Over and above 
department stores using units to 


detect shoplifters; the two military installations (one already built 
in West Germany, the other scheduled to go up in September in 
the Azores); the “weathervision” units enabling a centrally located 
meteorologist to brief widely scattered groups of pilots (just in- 
stalled at McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.), a medical education unit 
at St. Luke’s Hospital, Chicago, Dage has completed or contracted 


for the following installations: 


A “visit-vision” setup enabling hospital patients to “visit by 
closed-circult from the lobby with people normally refused entry 
to a hospital, children for example. 

A “sidewalk superintendent” setup for a new Lexington Ave. 
skyscraper currently under construction in N.Y. The building, a 
40-story unit under construction by the Minskoff realty interests, 
will have a front facade during construction which will house 
three monitors carrying pictures from strategically located cam- 
eras covering the entire construction operation. 

A “counter unit” at Nathan’s in Coney Island, which will cover 
the entire length of the hot-dog dispenser’s counter, enabling a 
“spotter” stationed at a monitor to order clerks to various locations 
along the counter where the traffic’s particularly congested with 


hot-dog-hungry patrons: 











You Can't Kid TV on KNXT 


Shavelson, Rose’s Ad Copy Plugging ‘Beau James’ 
Rejected as Detrimental to Medium 





a 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Turnabout obviously is not fait 
play as far as television is con- 
cerned. 

For years, the medium has had a 
good time needling Hollywood, its 
product and the industry in general. 
But KNXT has flatly refused to 
accept spot announcements plug- 
ging “Beau James,” because the 
spots poke fun at tv. 

Time for the spots was purchased 
by the Weiser Advertising Agency 
for producers Mel Shavelson and 
Jack Rose, but the copy was-nixed 
on the grounds that it was “detri- 
mental io the best interests of tv.” 

Disputed copy reads “Hey you. 
You look terrible. I mean it. You 
are suffering from T.T., which 
means Television Tension. Now 
why don’t you stop looking at this 
silly little box; stop straining your 
eyes on this bleak, foggy picture. 
Tear yourself away from these 
nauseating wavy lines and break 
away right now from this tele- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Libby-Owens Coin 





For NCAA Grid |e 


In its network bow, the Libby- 
Owens-Ford glass outfit has enabled 
NBC-TV to post the SRO. sign on 
its nine NCAA national football 
games via purchase of one-quarter 
sponsorship. 

In the football deal, Libby- 
Owens is taking one-quarter of all 
nine nationally-televised games, 
with the others lined up for the 
football being Sunbeam, Zenith and 
Bristol-Myers on the national front. 

In addition, NBC signed Kemper 
Insurance, a branch of All-State 
Insurance, to sponsor the 15-min- 
ute “scoreboard” segment following 
all of the national games. Sports- 
caster for the wrapup isn’t set yet. 


NBC-Bankrolled Carson 
Pilot Peddled by ABC 


NBC paid for the pilot on a ‘Yack 
Carson telefilm, didn’t sell it once 
it was made, and now ABC-TV is 
out to peddle the show. The Car- 
son half-hour is called “Johnny 
Come Lately.” 

NBC let it go when the sales op- 
tion lapsed, but it’s reported that if 
the show is sold on ABC the NBC 
contract with Carson allows it to 
recapture initial production costs. 
ABC hasn’t picked a time slot for 








the show. 


Encore 
Toronto, July 2. 
Day after Reg Stevens, chief 
technician at CFRB, Toronto, 
returned to work on crutches 
after breaking his left leg in 
two places, he tripped in studio 
and broke the same leg. 
He’s now back in hospital. 


Built-In Educ] 


TV for Public 
Housing in N.Y, 


A cooperative educational tele- 
vision project—believed to be the 
first of its kind in the U.S.—will 
bring varied educational training 
via closed-circuit into the houses 
of 608 families living in e@ public 


housing area in Manhattan's Chel- 
sea district. 

The project, linking the John 
Lovejoy Elliot Houses with Public 
School 33, the Hudson Guild Neigh- 











CHAD CONTRACT \Jaffe-Phillipson’s Coronet Prod. 
Sets $20,000,000 Budget for TV 


IN IDEOLOGIES 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

One of the more intriguing 
aspects of the upcoming television 
season—-and one which obviously 
will be watched closeiy by every- 
body in the business — is the 
virtual extreme in programming 
ideologies attending the NBC vs 
CBS program semesters next fall, 
for never before has there been 
such a wide variance in network 
philosophy. Who is right and which 
network will reap the major bene- 
fits (in profits and ratings) from 
the both-ends-of-the-pole concepts 
will not be known for months to 
come, but it's readily apparent 
even now that very much, includ- 





at stake. 

Two events at NBC within the 
past fortnight (coupled with a 
brace of incidents at CBS within 
the same time span) perhaps best 
reflect the divergent approaches of 
the two major networks. The dis- 
closure last week that Ted Mills 
and Ben Park, two of the top 
creative craftsmen within the 
public affairs-documentary orbit at 
NBC-TV, were leaving the com- 
pany to form their own independ- 
ent production outfit, and the) 
previous week's revelation that | 
Nat Wolff was exiting his key NBC | 
berth in program development, are | 
perhaps typical offshoots of the | 
policies being pursued at NBC) 
under the programming regime of 
exec véepee Bob Kintner. 

In an extension of the thinking | 
that prevailed at ABC when Kint-| 
ner prexied that network prior to! 
his moveover as Bob Sarnoff’s No. | 
I aide, NBC has virtually abdicated 
any pretense of creating shows | 
from within. Of the score or so} 
of new programs that will preem 
on the network in the fall, every 
one without exception has been 
an out-and-out buy from the out- 
side (most of them coming out of 
the MCA shop) but on the whole 
involving, along with MCA, such 
“external giants” in the talent- 
packaging orbit as William Morris, 
General Artists Corp., Ted Ashley, 
Henry Jaffe, etc. (All of which is 
a far cry from the Pat Weaver days 
at NBC with the network's “build- 
ing from within” and its credo of 
joint development, which gave it 
part ownership in such entries as 
“Dragnet,” “This Is Your Life,” 
etc.) 

In recent weeks, however, there’s 
been a gradual liquidation of 
NBC's creative program forces, 
both in the areas of entertainment 
and public affairs (as witness the 
recent®*manpower defections.) Cut 
on the Coast the NBC creative 
team of Elliott Lewis-Milt Josefs- 
berg- Carroll Carroll was recently 


ing a whole way of leadership, is | 








lopped off and creative 
there has slowed down to a walk. 
(Continued on page 40) 


Entries; Three Las 


Vegas Specs 





? 


Nielsen’s Trendex 


Last Friday's (28) “Person 
to Person” on CBS-TV, which 
bracketed A. C. Nielsen, the 
rating man, with humorist H. 
Allen Smith, smothered the 
competition on the Trendex 
tallies, copping a 15.9 for the 
10:30 to 11 p.m. segment as 
against a 9.1 for the Gillette 
bouts on NBC-TV. 

P to P’s audience share was 
equally as impressive: 34.8 
against 19.9 





ABC Bags Kaiser 


With $7,000,000 
Sun. TY Billings 


Kaiser Aluminum gave ABC-TV 
its biggest single chunk of new 
business in years and the network 
its first major Sunday night enter- 
tainment package. Bankroller 
signed a weekly commitment for 
the entire hour of “The Maverick,” 
a cowboy series produced by War- 
ner Bros., to be shown between 
7:30 and 8:30 p.m. 

Over the period of a year Kaiser 
will be forking out $7,000,000 net 
in time and talent, the network 
said. Gross time charges will be in 
the vicinity of $3,300,000 on the 
year, the rest in production costs. 
It gives the network a program- 
ming foothold in five nights in- 
stead of four, Saturday and Mon- 
day still being relatively weak 
nights. 

James Garner, a thesp under con- 
tract to Warners, will play the lead. 
However, there is under consider- 
ation a plan to give Garner, who 

(Continued on page 36) 


Soph & Mike Todd In 
y's ’ 
BBC-TV’s ‘A-2’ Show 
London, July 2. 
Sophie Tucker and Mike Todd 
will be featured in Friday's (5) air- 
ing of BBC-TV’s show “A-Z.” Both 
will appear on film. Miss Tucker's 
spot was specially lensed several 
weeks ago when she was appearing 


at the Cafe de Paris in London. 
Mezzo-soprano Blanche Thebom, 





activity | who’s over here to appear in the 


Covent Garden production of “The 
Trojans,” will also be in the show. 


NEXT WEEK! 
“ARIET 


12th Annual Radio and Television 
Review and Preview 








SEE PAGES 28-29 





Hollywood, July 2. 
Biggest production splurge by 
one producing outfit for the next 
television season, which may reach 
$20,000,000, has been blueprinted 
by Coronet Productions, formed 
last February by Henry Jaffe and 
William Phillipson. More than half 
of the firm's output has already 
been firmed for sponsorship and 
slotted in peak network time. 


Among the new Coast projects 
will be three full hour specs re- 
moted from Las Vegas, the first 
major network attraction from the 
desert spa. Exquisite Form (bras) 
will bankroll, with the first one in 
the fall and the other two in the 
spring. Phillipson will be execu- 
tive producer and is now screening 
top femme names as emcee and 
production and writing talent for 
the three extravaganzas. Show will 
have variety-musical format and 
Vegas headliners will be supple- 
mented by other star talent to be 
flown in. 

Previously set and sealed by 
Coronet were the Chevy series of 
9 hour shows, and the Shirley 
| Temple series of 16 hour-long fairy 
| tales. Deal with Screen Gems for 
| the Temple series is only for use 
of the Columbia studio facilities, 
with Coronet paying below-the- 
line costs and retaining full con- 
trol of all other elements. Phillip- 
son will be executive producer on 
the filmed fantasies. 

In the Chevy group of 49 will be 
| 20 to 24 from Dinah Shore; 10 
| others of equal major calibre, some 
|to be remoted beyond the NBC 
| color studios in Burbank, and re- 
| mainder of lesser budgeted shows 
for the summer months. Jaffe will 
} act as executive producer only on 
the Chevy shows. 

Others being readied for produc- 
tion are: 

Series of 39 half hour programs 
based on “The 10 Commandments” 
and to be filmed by Screen Gems. 

“Half Way House,” series of 
half-hour comedies by Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse, with 
Norman Lessing adapting, to be 
filmied by Screen Gems. 

Series of half hour childrens 
stories to be filmed here. 

Series of half-hour suspense 
mysteries for filming here. 

Of Coronet’s entire seasonal out- 

(Continued on page 36) 


Tom Loeb's New 
Status on Specials 


Tom Loeb has been upped to 
director of special programs at 
NBC-TV, taking charge of pro- 
gramming of all spectaculars for 
the network for next season. Loeb, 
whose last assignment had been 
producer on “Tonight” for the past 
few weeks, takes over a post which 
has been vacant until now, with 
nighttime programming veep Bob 
Lewine having handled it on a tet- 
porary basis. 

Dave Tebet continues under 
Loeb as manager of special pro- 
grams, maintaining the continuity 
of the operation. The spec pro- 
gramming had been handled by 
the trio of Lewine, Tebet and Nat 
Wolff (with a programming assist 
from program sales veep Mike 











| Dann), but Wolff's resignation as 


V.p. over program development 


|cued Loeb’s appointment. 





‘PLAYHOUSE 90’ 
MULLS DARROW BI0 


Hollywood, July 2. 
A television bio of famed crimi- 
nal attorney Clarence Darrow is 
being mapped by CBS-TV's “Play- 
house 90” for next season. 





Writer hasn’t yet been assigned 
to the teleplay, but producer Mar- 
tin Manulis has the Darrow project 
on his agenda, and will make the 
scripting assignment shortly. 
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Belgian, Swiss Terms to U.S. Better 
So Europeans Veto Festivals 


Berlin, July 2. 

The General Assembly of the 
International Federation of Film 
Producers, meeting here during 
the run of the seventh annual film 
festival, has so far refused to give 
official recognition to next year’s 
Brussels film festival, scheduled 
to run in conjunction with the 
Belgian capital’s World Fair. Fed- 
eration adopted this stand because 
of the country’s continuing dis- 
criminatory attitude to the Euro- 
pean producing nations. 

The Belgians allow the Amer- 
ican distribs to remit 65% of their 
earnings, but European producers 
have considerably less advantage- 
ous terms. That puts Belgium in 
conflict with the Federation rules, 
which stipulate that festivals can 
only be supported if all member- 
nations are given equal treatment. 

The Brussels fest is skedded to 
run in two parts. The first, limited 
to shorts, will start on May 20, 
1958, and run for a week. The 
feature festival will tee off May 
30 and continue through June 13. 

The General Assembly also gave 
the thumbs-down to the Locarno 
Festival for the second year run- 
ning, also because the Swiss au- 
thorities have conceded better 
terms to the American industry 
than to the European producers. 
In both cases, the Motion Picture 
Assn., while rowing in with major- 
ity opinion, has adopted a con- 
ciliatory line towards achieving of- 
ficial blessing for both junkets. 

In the event that the Federa- 
tion gives official support to the 
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HARRY BRANDT CARRIES ON 
Independent Theatre Operators 
Put Up Annual Siate 





Harry Brandt was nominated last 
week to again head the Independ- 
ent Theatres Owners Assn. for 
the new fiscal year. Nominated for 
v.p. posts were Max A. Cohen, Wil- 
liam Namenson, Julius Sanders, 
Norman Leff while up for treasurer 
and secretary are Leon Rosenblatt 
and Edith Marshall, respectively. 
| Nominated for the board were 
Samuel Einhorn, Norman Elson, 
Sam Freedman, Bob Goldblatt, Al 
Greene, Jack Hattem, Jack Hey- 
man Ben Knobel, Sam Keonig, Lar- 
ry Kurtis, Murray LeBoss, Martin 
Levine, Al Margolies, Melvin Mil- 
ler, Irving Renner, Ray Rhone, 
Jack Rochelle, Tom Rodgers and 
Murray Schoen. ’ 


San Sebastian Fest 
Shapes Bigger This Yr. 
With FIAPF Approval 


Madrid, June 25. 
Spurred by major festival status 
| granted at the recent Cannes meet- 
ing of the International Federa- 
| tion of Producers Associations 
|(FIAPF), the San Sebastian Film 
Festival committee is trying for 
‘the glitter and world ballyhoo that 








Belgian fest, next year’s General | make Cannes and Venice standout 


Assembly meet will take place in 
Brussels. Otherwise, the venue 
will be switched to Vienna. 


‘KEEP US INFORMED 
ON ARBITER TALKS’ 


Austin, July 2. 
Texas Drive-In Theatre Owners 


Assn. has asked that it be given 
representation at the conferences 
now being held to establish an in- 


dustrywide arbitration system. 
Eddie Joseph; local theatre own- 
er and operator, and prez of the or- 
ganization, has dispatched a letter 
to Ralph D. Hetzel of the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America in N. Y. 
advising him that the MPAA 
“should in all fairness, see that our 


organization is represented at the 
conference. Since we are directly 
affected by whatever decisions are 
made at these meetings, we feel 
that if good relationship and better 
understanding of the problems that 
affect us are to be achieved, we 
must be represented.” 

Ernest Stellings, prez of Thea- 
tre Owners of America, said his 
association would not be adverse 
to inviting the Texas drive in 
group to participate in the delibera- 
tions, according to Joseph. 
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Space” (a short subject) are this 
country’s entries. With the excep- 
tion of the Disney items (all U. S. 
pictures have still to be shown as) 
this report is filed with New York. | 

Ox the evening of June 28 U. S. | 
film biz holds its reception at Har- | 
nack House with Fred Gronich 
fronting for the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn, | 

rurner B. Shelton, Film Division 
chief of U. S. Information Agency 
at Washington, is due in. Ditto | 
Nathan D. Golden of the Dept. of 
Commerce. Others from States in- 
clude Albert E. Petersen, chief in- 
formation officer U. S. Mission in 
Berlin; Donald D. Duke, chief of 
film division, U.S. is at Bonn and 
Jay Carmody, of Washington Stat 
who is a member of the feature 
fiim jury. 

















RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
MARILYN MONROE + LAURENCE OLIVIER 
In 
“THE PRINCE AND THE SHOWGIRL” 


A Warner Bros. Release - TECHNICOLOR® 
cond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





New York Theatre | 


gatherings. Calendared for July 
| 21-28, fest will -be a composite of 
| the Cannes and Venice festival pat- 
terns. All countries present av 
Cannes have received invitations 
tc San Sebastian. Communist coun- 
tries will get invites too, despite 
lack of dipiomatic ties with Spain, 
via the FIAPF offices. 

Two golden seashells (Concha 
d'Oro) will be awarded to the best 
feature and top short. The Inter- 
national Catholic Cinema Office 
will offer its own award for the 
best picture shown. In addition, 
the city of San Sebastian and local 
personalities will give prizes for 
best performances and direction. 

An international jury, headed by 
Festival President Juan Pergola 
(mayor of San Sebastian), will con- 
sist of four Spaniards and a nom 
g’eminence from England, France, 
Italy and Germany. 

U.S. participation at San Sebas- 
tian is a big question mark at the 
moment. At the FIAPF meeting 
in Cannes, upgrading of San Se- 
bastian Festival was voted unani- 
mously with Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. delegate F. W. Allport 
|abstaining on the grounds his or- 
| ganization does not have a pact 
|with Spain. MPEA nevertheless 
| has received an invite from Mayor 
| Pergola, 


UA ‘Viking’ Handout 








Under the heading “What a 
Choice!” a publicity handout from 
United Artists last week poked 
subtle fun at the Code Administra- 


It also referred to the Code as 
“the official Hollywood censors,” 
a nomenclature which .the Shur- 
lock office has tried hard to avoid, 
its argument being that the the 
Code represents “self-regulation” 
distinct from censorship. 

Asking “Want to be a movie 
censor?” the release related the 
case of Kirk Douglas’ “The Vik- 
ings,” now filming in Norway. It 
‘contains a scene in which Tony 
Curtis, as a Viking warrior, is cap- 
tured by the English. The pun- 
ishment. They cut off his right 
hand. In the same picture, a fal- 
con attacks Douglas and rips his 
face. The dwner breaks the bird's 
wing so he'll never be able to fly 
| again. 

Faced with these two scénes, the 
UA handout related, the Code 
ruled that the hand-cutting busi- 
ness “2s okay,-but the breaking of 
the bird’s wing represented “ex- 
cessive brutality.” Story didn’t 
detail how each scene was pre- 





| 


sented, which is a strong considera- | 


ition re Code approval. 


j;man actress. 


| Kids Hollywood Censors 





Word From Berlin Is: 
Bring Own Bedstead 


Berlin, July 2. 

Again the ceremonies opening 
Berlin’s Film Festival seemed end- 
less, and often silly. Tedium was 
increased by translating each talk 
into English and French. This 
slowed things down, but even so 
the Italians complained, “What 
about us?” 

The grand parade of stars open- 
ing day was less than memorable 
since half of the 37 introduced 
were uncharted in cinematic heav- 
ens. Human touch came when 
Henny Porten, who was big in sil- 
ents, drew a sentimental ovation 
which nearly reduced her to tears. 
She dreams of resuming her film 
career. 

Second loudest “ovation,” went 
to Errol Flynn and his wife Pat- 
ricia Wymore. Errol carried a cane 
(a novelty around here) with his 
tux and excused himself: “Mein 
Deutsch is lousy .. .”. England’s 
Trevor Howard, already a regular 
participant in the local pie fetes, 
was also warmly hailed. 

German fans eagerly await pro- 
mised appearances in town of Gary 
Cooper, Henry Fonda and Debbie 
Reynolds. 

Con-current with the Festival's 
own schedule it is odd to note the 
Atelier am Zoo, an art cinema un- 
der the Zoo-Palast, showing Amer- 
ica’s “Big House” (1930) and Great 
Britain’s “Atlantic”. 

Leo J. Horster, Walt Disney rep 
in Germany points up fact that 
there hasn’t been a Berlin Film 
Festival which didn't showcase a 
Disney production. (This year, it’s 
“Secret of Life’ and “Man in 
And Disney has al- 
ready revealed entry for 1958 Fes- 
tival: It's “Perry.” Herzog-Film, 
incidentally sent out two invita- 
tions to its reception. Repeat to 
make sure nobody forgot, Herzog 
distribs Disney pix in Germany... 

Punsters dubbed this year’s fes- 
tival “Hassival.” Because of ac- 
tor O. E. Hasse\ being in three fes- 
tival contenders “Arsene Lupin” 
(as Emperor Wilhelm II) and“Sait- 
on jamais,” both French items, 
and Germany's “Last Ones Shall 
BOormm ... 

“Manuela,” Lion International 
production world-preemed here 
has quickly found a distributor for 
Germany. Paramount took on this 
British entry ... Ivan Foxwell, 
producer of “Manuela,” and a 
handsome guy mistaken by some 
fans to be film star. 











Space”)... 


which children play leading role, 


Denmark's “Be Dear to Me,” Ja- 
pan’'s “Horse Boy” and “Father 
Love” and Italy’s “The Window to 
the Luna Park” and “Fathers and 
Sons.” 

Miss Elli Silman perhaps the 
Number One agent in Berlin tele- 
graphed bids to her private party. 
She has 156 names on her talent 
roster. 

Oscar Martay, the man who 
started the Berlin film fetes in 
1951, strolling about the Ku-damm. 
Few seem to remember him. Some‘ 
ask what he’s doing now. Martay 
is married to Renate Barken, Ger- 
Marriage produced 
a bambino last year. 

Errol Flynn staying at Hotel 
Gehrhus. He didn’t like his rooms 
in the Kempinski. However, bulk 
of the Americans are at the Kemp- 
inski .. . Hotel situation is again 
frightful this year. Many guests had 
to lodge in private quarters. The 
new Hilton-operation hotel, still 
building am desperately needed. 

Club of Berlin Film Journalists 
will hand a prize to the festival’s 
“most amusing guest” and Henry 
Fonda gets prize of German film 
critics (as best foreign male star 
for “War & Peace”). 

Hardiest festival guest will prob- 
ably be Japan’s Izumi Yukimura. 
She arrived June 19 and stays over 
the whole period (last year’s long- 
est-stayer was Egypt's Magda). 

Sweden's star contingent is par- 
ticularly big this year: Ulla Ja- 
cobsson, Folke Sundquist, Bjoern 
Bjelvenstam, Gunvor Ponten. 

Photos showing Marlon Brando 
wearing German officer’s uniform 
(from his pic, “The Young Lions”) 
currently making the local press 
rounds, B.Z. had it even on front 
page. 











John Harris, head of Television- 
| Film Productions here. to sell 25 
|independent pix (“C” product) 
from America. He has set up an 
ioffice in Munich, 


Upto His Clavicle in Plaudits 


Herman Wobber’s Retirement Highlighted By 
Offer of Another Job 





USUAL SECRECY PREVAILS 


Albert Vs. Columbia and 
Kalamazoo Cases Settled 








Chicago, July 2. 

Two settlements of antitrust 
suits against theatre chains and 
film distribs were made out of 
court here through the legal offices 
of Seymour Simon and Sheldon 
Collen. 

Charles Albert, et al. versus Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp., et al., was 
filed in Northern Ohio District 
Court in 1952. AYbert, operator of 
State Theatre in Urichsville, Ohio, 
suits against theatre clans and 
cuit for $396,000 in seeking com- 
petitive bidding for first run prod- 
uct there. Seymour Simon and 
Horace Adams (Cleveland) repre- 
sented plaintiffs. 

Kalamazoo Drive-In Theatre Co. 
also won a settlement versus ma- 
jor distribs and Butterfield Thea- 
tre Circuit having filed suit on 
similar charges in US. District 
Court for Western District of 
Michigan at Grand Rapids. The 
plaintiff operates theatre in Kal- 
amazoo, Michigan. Working with 
Simon and Collen was attorney 
Elden W. Butzbaugh of Benton 
Harbor, 
1956. 

In neither case was amount of 
settlement made public, 


Britons Divided 
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Suit was filed in May, | 





San Francisco, July 2. 


Herman Wobber, hale and 77, is 
taking on a new job. 

It was offered him by 20th-Fox 
President Spyros Skouras in a 
wire to Wobber’s Golden Anni- 
versary luncheon at the Sheraton- 
Palace last week. Skouras wants 
to make 20th’s longtime Western 
Division manager his “personal 
representative in the U. S. and 
overseas.” 

Wobber, celebrating 50 years in 
the film business, called the job 
“a very flattering offer” and 
added: 

“I've always been a good sol- 
dier. Chances are I'll get the pass- 
ports out.” 

So what was billed as Wobber's 
retirement luncheon was, in real- 
ity, what one of a dozen speakers 
called “an interlude between serv- 
ices to the motion picture busi- 
ness.” 

The luncheon was sponsored by 
the San Francisco Variety Club - 
and attended by 500 pro- 
duction and distribution execs, all 
chums of Wobber. Chief Barker 
Irving (Bud) Levin spoke briefly 
then turned matters over to em- 
cee Paul Speegle. 
|» A number of Wobber’s friends 
then spoke. Among them: 

Jesse Lasky Sr.: “I have been 
Herman's friend for 48 years ... 
I wouldn’t have missed this lunch- 
leon if I'd been in Paris, London 
He has been a wonder- 








jor Israel. 


Noted are many festival pix in| 


per England’s “Spanish Gardner,” | 


|ful influence , . . of all the men 
in the industry, the most honest, 
most truthful, the finest character 
the motion picture industry ever 
bred is Herman Wobber.” 

Alex Harrison: “It’s very diffi- 
cult, as Herman’s protege, to speak 
objectively, but Ill try. This is a 
great mind, a man whose career 
has. spanned the entire life of the 
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tival, which” winds tonight (Tues.) | 
with the screening of Metro's “Tea- | 
house of the August Moon,” has | 
become a trading centre for mo-| 
tion picture distribs and exporters. | 
Because of this, it has almost been 
completely stripped of what little 
glamor it possessed. 





| At the same time, however, the motion picture industry... . we 
| festival has a major political role,| Should use his career as an in- 
}recognized by Washington. |spiration to all of us. He has 


No Berlin Straw Vote | fought for the industry over the- 
| For the first time=since its in-| Years second to nobody. And it is 
ception, the festival has dropped|™more than an industry. It is the 
| its poll of the Berlin public due | 8reatest means of selling the 
largely to the criticisms published | American way of life ever devised: 
| last year when, for the second time | Should the industry be dissolved, 
| running, a mediocre German entry |the job of the State Department 
| had walked off with the first prize. would be increased a thousand- 
|This year the prizes are being | fold.” : 

| awarded solely on jury verdict. | Assemblyman Caspar W. Wein- 
Some German journalists are re-| berger, representing Gov. Good- 
| portedly angry with Vaariery for its | win J. Knight and the State Legis- 
role in ending the public vote, but | lature, presented Wobber with a 
it’s no secret that the MPEA mem-|scroll and Wobber finally spoke, 
ber companies would have declined | briefly. : 
to participate if the poll had it “This wasn’t a job to me, this 
been ré¢tained. In any event, the | Was a devotion. I practically ran 

















International Federation of Film|to work every day for 50 years. 
Producers made its attitude clear |I'm going to be lost—I feel like a 
earlier in the year and urged that | capon when he first realizes what's 
the local public vote be dropped. | happened to him.” 
Pa — ~ jury, as well as 
hundreds of visiting newsmen, 
have had a tough assignment, cov- IA VOTES DISAPPEAR; 
ering a minimum of four screen- 
ings a day to cope with the un- WHOLE NEW ELECTION 
spooling of 31 features, nine full 
|length documentaries and 60 shorts, Hollywood, July 2. 
| making a round total of 100 sub- Chapter Two—The Case of the 
| jects. There’s a growing feeling | Missing Ballots. 
| here that the volume of product is| Exec board of IATSE Local 728, 
getting out of hand and that au-|Studio Electricians, over the week- 
thorities will have to introduce | end recommended to Local’s mem- 
some form of limitation, as is now | bership that they start ail over 
being done in Cannes and Venice. | again with their annual elections. 
If limitation were imposed, it| Matter will be decided at member- 
would automatically take care of | ship meeting, July 8. 
a continuous grouse about the poor| To recapitulate, at recent elee- 
quality of much of the product. tion Al Franklin beat out incum- 
Frederick S. Gronich, who heads | bent R. A. (Nick) Nichols for biz 
the MPEA office in Frankfurt, was| agent. Election results were later 
responsible for the organization of | 
the American reception, which was | 
one of the social highlights of the | 
fest. So great was the clamor for | 
invites that they assumed a black | 
market value and were being of- 
fered along the Kurfurstendamm 
for 22 marks ($5.50). Mare Spie- 
gel, MPEA. topper in Europe, came 
in specially from Paris for the oc- 
easion; while Fayette W. Allport, 
chief of the Association’s London 
office, who was around for the} 
meetings of the International Fed- | 


eration of Film Producers, delayed 
his return to London to be on hand. 





Russo Adds Oceanside 2 
San Diego, July 2. - | 

Sam Russo, local exhib, closed | 
a deal with Irwin Sklar and will) 
take over the Crest and Town The- | 
tres in nearby Oceanside. | 
He will operate the houses on a/| 
long-term lease, : 





challenged, but when appointed 
committee attempted recount, bal- 
lots, stored in union office, turned 
up missing. They still haven't 
been found, nor ,has any clue to 
what happened to them. 


Seek Palance for ‘Snorkel’ 
Hollywood, July 2. 

Jack Palance is being paged by 

Associated Artists Productions to 

star in “The Snorkel,” slated for 

production in England in late 

August. By that date, Palance will 





| have completed his toplining role 


in “Flower of May,” filmization of 
the Blasco Vincente Ibanez tome 
now being produced in Mexico by 
Olallo Rubio Jr. with Roberto Ga- 
baldon directing. 

“Snorkel” screenplay is by Jim- 
my Sangster and Peter Meyers and 
is based or yarn by Anthony Daw- 
son, 
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Closed-TV's Strange Bedfellows 


Rapidly growing field of closed-circuit television equipment is 
finding new clients, some of them for the strangest purposes, every 
day. Already used in such widely diversified fields as atomic 
energy, railroad freightyard traffic, railroad ticket sales and shop- 
lifting detection, the closed-circuit setups, which range anywhere 
from a single camera and one monitor to more than 100 in each 
installation, are getting some new goings-over. 

Dage Television division of Thompson Products Corp., the 
leading manufacturer of the closed-circuit equipment (cameras, 
monitors, amplifying units and self-contained stations), has had 


some eyebrow-lifters in the form 
the orthodox setups like the nine 


of recent sales. Over and above 
department stores using units to 


detect shoplifters; the two military installations (one already built 
in West Germany, the other scheduled to go up in September in 
the Azores); the “weathervision” units enabling a centrally located 
meteorologist to brief widely scattered groups of pilots (just in- 
stalled at McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.), a medical education unit 
at St. Luke’s Hospital, Chicago, Dage has completed or contracted 


for the followi ~ installations: 


A “visit-visiou” setup enabling hospital patients to “visit by 
closed-circuit from the lobby with people normally refused entry 
to a hospital, children for example. 

A “sidewalk superintendent” setup for a new Lexington Ave. 
skyscraper currently under construction in N.Y. The building, a 
40-story unit under construction by the Minskoff realty interests, 
will have a front facade during construction which will house 
three monitors carrying pictures from strategically located cam- 
eras covering the entire construction operation. : 

A “counter unit” at Nathan’s in Coney Island, which will cover 
the entire length of the hot-dog dispenser’s counter, enabling a 
“spotter” stationed at a monitor to order clerks to various locations 
along the counter where the traffic’s particularly congested with 


hot-dog-hungry patrons 











You Cant Kid TV on KNXT 


Shavelson, Rose’s Ad Copy Plugging ‘Beau James’ 
Rejected as Detrimental to Medium 





> 





Hollywood, July 2. 

Turnabout obviously is not fai 
play as far as television is con- 
cerned. 

For years, the medium has had a 
good time needling Hollywood, its 
product and the industry in general. 
But KNXT has flatly refused to 
accept spot announcements plug- 
ging “Beau James,” because the 
spots poke fun at tv. 

Time for the spots was purchased 
by the Weiser Advertising Agency 
for producers Mel Shavelson and 
Jack Rose, but the copy was-nixed 
on the grounds that it was “detri- 
mental to the best interests of tv.” 

Disputed copy reads “Hey you. 
You look terrible. I mean it. You 
are suffering from T.T., which 
means Televisian Tension. Now 
why don’t you stop looking at this 
silly little box; stop straining your 
eyes on this bleak, foggy picture. 
Tear yourself away from these 
nauseating wavy lines and break 
away right now from this tele- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Libby-Owens Coin 
For NCAA Grid 


In its network bow, the Libby- 
Owens-Ford glass outfit has enabled 
NBC-TV to post the SRO sign on 
its nine NCAA national football 
games via purchase of one-quarter 
sponsorship. 

In the football deal, Libby- 
Owens is taking one-quarter of all 
nine nationally-televised games, 
with the others lined up for the 
football being Sunbeam, Zenith and 
Bristol-Myers on the national front. 

In addition, NBC signed Kemper 
Insurance, a branch of All-State 
Insurance, to sponsor the 15-min- 
ute “scoreboard” segment following 
all of the national games. Sports- 
caster for the wrapup isn’t set yet. 


NBC-Bankrolled Carson 
Pilot Peddled by ABC 


NBC paid ior the pilot on a Jack 
Carson telefiim, didn’t sell it once 
it was made, and now ABC-TV is 
out to peddle the show. The Car- 
son half-hour is called “Johnny 
Come Lately.” 

NBC let it go when the sales op- 
tion lapsed, but it’s reported that if 
the show is sold on ABC the NBC 
contract with Caréon allows it to 
recapture initial production costs. 
ABC hasn’t picked a time slot for 
the show. 











Encore 
Toronto, July 2. 
Day after Reg Stevens, chief 
technician at CFRB, Toronto, 
returned to work on crutches 
after breaking his left leg in 
two places, he tripped in studio 
and broke the same leg. 
He’s now back in hospital. 


Built-In Educ 
TV for Public 
Housing in N.Y. 


A cooperative educational tele- 
vision project—believed to be the 
first of its kind in the U.S.—will 
bring varied educational training 
via closed-circuit into the houses 
of 608 families living in a public 
housing area in Manhattan's Chel- 
sea district. 

The project, linking the John 
Lovejoy Elliot Houses with Public 
School 33, the Hudson Guild Neigh- 
borhood House, and the Lower 





West Side Health Centre, will be! lopped 


financed by a $200,000 grant from 
(Continued on page 40) 





CHARP GONTRAST 
IN IDEOLOGIES 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

One of the more intriguing 
aspects of the upcoming television 
season—and one which obviously 
will be watched closely by every- 
body in the business — is the 
virtual extreme in programming 
ideologies attending the NBC vs 
CBS program semesters next fall, 
for never before has there been 
such a wide variance in network 
philosophy. Who fs right and which 
network will reap the major bene- 
fits (in profits and ratings) from 
the both-ends-of-the-pole concepts 
will not be known for months to 
come, but it’s readily apparent 
even now that very much, includ-| 
ing a whole way of leadership, is 
at stake. 

Two events at NBC within the) 
past fortnight (coupled with a 
brace of incidents at CBS within 
the same time span) perhaps best 
reflect the divergent approaches of 
the two major networks. The dis- 
closure last week fhat Ted Mills 
and Ben Park, two of the top 
creative craftsmen within the 
public affairs-documentary orbit at 
NBC-TV, were leaving the com- 
pany to form their own independ- 
ent production outfit, and the 
previous week's revelation that 
Nat Wolff was exiting his key NBC | 
berth in program development, are | 
perhaps typical offshoots of the | 








exec véepee Bob Kintner. 


that prevailed at ABC when Kint- 
ner prexied that network prior to | 
his moveover as Bob Sarnoff’s No. | 
I aide, NBC has virtually abdicated | 
any pretense of creating shows | 
from within. Of the score or so. 
of new programs that will preem 
on the network in the fall, every 
one without exception has been 
an out-and-out buy from the out- 
side (most of them coming out of | 
the MCA shop) but on the whole 
involving, along with MCA, such 
“external giants” in the talent- 
packaging orbit as William Morris, 
General Artists Corp., Ted Ashley, 
Henry Jaffe, etc. (All of which is 
a far cry from the Pat Weaver days 
at NBC with the network's “build- 
ing from within” and its credo of 
joint development, which gave it 
part ownership in such entries as 
“Dragnet,” “This Is Your Life,” 
etc.) 

In recent weeks, however, there's 
been a gradual liquidation of 
NBC’s creative program forces, 
both in the areas of entertainment 
and public affairs (as witness the 
recent*manpower defections.) Out 
on the Coast the NBC creative 
team of Elliott Lewis-Milt Josefs- 
berg- Carroll Carroll was recently 
of and creative activity 
there has slowed down to a walk. 








(Continued on page 40) 


Jaffe-Phillipson's Coronet Prod. 
Sets $20,000,000 Budget for TV 


Entries; Three Las 


Vegas Specs 





Nielsen’s Trendex 


Last Friday's (28) “Person 
to Person” on CBS-TV, which 
bracketed A. C. Nielsen, the 
rating man, with humorist H. 
Allen Smith, smothered the 
competition on the Trendex 
tallies, copping a 15.9 for the 
10:30 to 11 p.m. segment as 
against a 9.1 for the Gillette 
bouts on NBC-TV. 

P to P’s audience share was 
equally as impressive: 348 
against 19.9 





ABC Bags Kaiser 
With $7,000,000 
Sun. TV Billings 


Kaiser Aluminum gave ABC-TV 
its biggest single chunk of new 
business in years and the network 
its first major Sunday night enter- 
tainment package. Bankroller 


7:30 and 8:30 p.m. 
Over the period of a year Kaiser 


| will be forking out $7,000,000 net! 


in time and talent, the network 
said. Gross time charges will be in 
the vicinity of $3,300,000 on the 
year, the rest in production costs. 
It gives the network a program- 
ming foothold in five nights in- 
stead of four, Saturday and Mon- 
day still being relatively weak 
nights. 

James Garner, a thesp under con- 
tract to Warners, will play the lead. 
However, there is under consider- 
ation a plan to give Garner, who 

(Continued on page 36) 


Soph & Mike Todd In 
ye 2 ’ 
BBC-TV’s ‘A-Z’ Show 
London, July 2. 
Sophie Tucker and Mike Todd 
will be featured in Friday's (5) air- 
ing of BBC-TV’s show “A-Z.” Both 
will appear on film. Miss Tucker's 
spot was specially lensed several 
weeks ago when she was appearing 
at the Cafe de Paris in London. 
Mezzo-soprano Blanche Thebom, 
who's over here to appear in the 
Covent Garden tion of “The 
Trojans,” will also be in the show. 





NEXT WEEK! 
TET 





12th Annual Radio and Television 
Review and Preview 


SEE PAGES 28-29 








+ Hollywood, July 2. 

Biggest production splurge by 
one producing outfit for the next 
television season, which may reach 
$20,000,000, has been blueprinted 
by Coronet Productions, formed 
last February by Henry Jaffe and 
William Phillipson. More than half 
of the firm’s output has already 
been firmed for sponsorship and 
slotted in peak network time. 

Among the new Coast projects 
will be three full hour specs re- 
moted from Las Vegas, the first 
major network attraction from the 
desert spa. Exquisite Form (bras) 
will bankroll, with the first one in 
the fall and the other two in the 
spring. Phillipson will be execu- 
tive producer and is now screening 
top femme names as emcee and 
production and writing talent for 
the three extravaganzas. Show will! 
have variety-musical format and 
Vegas headliners will be supple- 
mented by other star talent to be 
flown in. 


| Previously set and sealed by 





Coronet were the Chevy series of 
49 hour shows, and the Shirley 
Temple series of 16 hour-long fairy 
tales. Deal with Screen Gems for 
| the Temple series is only for use 
|of the Columbia studio facilities, 
with Coronet paying below-the- 
jline costs and retaining full con- 


policies being pursued at NBC | signed a weekly commitment for | trol of all other elements. Phillip- 
under the programming regime of | the entire hour of “The Maverick.” | 5° Will be executive producer on 


a cowboy series produced by War-| the filmed fantasies. 
In an extension of the thinking | nor ly to 4, shown between | 


In the Chevy group of 49 will be 

0 to 24 from Dinah Shore; 10 
| others of equal major calibre, some 
|to be remoted beyond the NBC 
color studios in Burbank, and re- 
| mainder of lesser budgeted shows 
| for the summer months. Jaffe will 
|} act as executive producer only on 
the Chevy shows. 

Others being readied for produc- 
tion are: 

Series of 39 half hour programs 
based on “The 10 Commandments” 
and to be filmed by Screen Gems. 

“Half Way House,” series of 
half-hour comedies by Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse, with 
Norman Lessing adapting, to be 
filmied by Screen Gems. 

Series of half hour childrens 
stories to be filmed here. 

Series of half-hour suspense 
mysteries for filming here. 

Of Coronet’s entire seasonal out- 

(Continued on page 36) 


Tom Loeb’s New 
Status on Specials 


Tom Loeb has been upped to 
director of special programs at 
NBC-TV, taking charge of pro- 
gramming of all spectaculars for 
the network for next season. Loeb, 
whose last assignment had been 
producer on “Tonight” for the past 
few weeks, takes over a post which 
has been vacant until now, with 
nighttime programming veep Bob 
Lewine having handled it on a tem- 
porary basis. 

Dave Tebet continues under 
Loeb as manager of special pro- 
grams, maintaining the continuity 
of the operation. The spec pro- 
gramming had been handled by 
the trio of Lewine, Tebet and Nat 
Wolff (with a programming assist 
|from program sales veep Mike 
| Dann), but Wolff’s resignation as 
|V.p. over program development 
| cued Loeb’s appointment. 


“PLAYHOUSE 90’ 
MULLS DARROW BIO 


Hollywood, July 2. 

A television bio of famed crimi- 
nal attorney Clarence Darrow is 
being mapped by CBS-TV’s “Play- 
house 90” for next season. 

Writer hasn't yet been assigned 
to the teleplay, but producer Mar- 
tin Manulis has the Darrow project 
on his agenda, and will make the 
scripting assignment shortly. 
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lvian, Swiss Terms to U.S. Better 
So Europeans Veto ‘Festivals 


Berlin, July 2. 

The General Assembly of the 
International Federation of Film 
Producers, meeting here during 
the run of the seventh annual film 
festival, has so far refused to give 
official recognition to next year’s 
Brussels film festival, scheduled 
to run in conjunction with the 
Belgian capital’s World Fair. Fed- 
eration adopted this stand because 
of the country’s continuing dis- 
criminatory attitude to the Euro- 
pean producing nations. 

The Belgians allow the Amer- 
ican distribs to remit 65% of their 
earnings, but European producers 
have considerably less advantage- 
ous terms. That puts Belgium in 
conflict with the Federation rules, 
which stipulate that festivals can 
only be supported if all member- 
nations are given equal treatment. 

The Brussels fest is skedded to 
run in two parts. The first, limited 
to shorts, will start on May 20, 
1958, and run for a week. The 
feature festival will tee off May 
30 and continue through June 13. 

The General Assembly also gave 
the thumbs-down to the Locarno 
Festival for the second year run- 
ning, also because the Swiss au- 
thorities have conceded better 
terms to the American industry 
than to the European producers. 
In both cases, the Motion Picture 
Assn., while rowing in with major- 
ity opinion, has adopted a con- 
ciliatory line towards achieving of- 
ficial blessing for both junkets. 

In the event that the Federa- 
tion gives official support to the 


Belgian fest, next year’s General 
Assembly meet will take place in 
Brussels. Otherwise, the venue 


will be switched to Vienna. 


‘KEEP US INFORMED 
ON ARBITER TALKS’ 


Austin, July 2. 

Texas Drive-In Theatre Owners 
Assn. has asked that it be given 
representation at the conferences 
now being held to establish an in- 
dustrywide arbitration system. 

Eddie Joseph} local theatre own- 
er and operator, and prez of the or- 





ganization, has dispatched a letter 
to Ralph D. Hetzel of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America in N. Y. 
advising him that the MPAA 


“should in all fairness, see that our 
organization is represented at the 
conference. Since we are directly 
affected by whatever decisions are 
made at these meetings, we feel 
that if good relationship and better 
understanding of the preblems that 
affect us are to be achieved, we 
must be represented.” 

Ernest Stellings, prez of Thea- 
tre Owners of America, said his 


association would not be adverse 
to inviting the Texas drive in 
group to participate in the delibera- 


tions, according to Joseph. 








= 


| Nein Glamour 
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Space” (a short subject) are this 
country’s entries, With the excep- 
tion of the Disney items (all U. S. 
pictures have still to be shown as 
this report is filed with New York. 

On the evening of June 28 U. S. 
film biz holds its reception at Har- 
nack House with Fred Gronich 
tronting for the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn, 

rurner B. Shelton, Film Division 
chief of U. S. Information Agency 
at Washington, is due in. Ditto 
Nathan D. Golden of the Dept. of 
Commerce, Others from States in- 
clude Albert E. Petersen, chief in- 
formation officer U. S. Mission in 
Berlin; Donald D, Duke, chief of 
film division, U.S. is at Bonn and 
Jay Carmody, of Washington Stat 
who is a member of the feature 
film jury. 




















RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
WARILYN MONROE + LAURENCE OLIVIER 
In 
“THE PRINCE AND THE SHOWGIRL” 


A Wainer Bros. Release - TECHNICOLER ® 
cond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





New York Theatre | 





HARRY BRANDT CARRIES ON 


Independent Theatre Operators 
Put Up Annual Slate 








Harry Brandt was nominated last 
week to again head the Independ- 
ent Theatres Owners Assn. for 
the new fiscal year. Nominated for 
v.p. posts were Max A. Cohen, Wil- 
liam Namenson, Julius Sanders, 
Norman Leff while up for treasurer 
and secretary are Leon Rosenblatt 
and Edith Marshall, respectively. 

Nominated for the board were 
Samuel Einhorn, Norman Elson, 
Sam Freedman, Bob Goldblatt, Al 
Greene, Jack Hattem, Jack Hey- 
man Ben Knobel, Sam Keonig, Lar- 
ry Kurtis, Murray LeBoss, Martin 
Levine, Al Margolies, Melvin Mil- 
ler, Irving Renner, Ray Rhone, 
Jack Rochelle, Tom Rodgers and 
Murray Schoen. . 


San Sebastian Fest 
Shapes Bigger This Yr. 
With FIAPF Approval 


Madrid, June 25. 
Spurred by*major festival status 
granted at the recent Cannes meet- 
jing of the International Federa- 
{tion of Producers Associations 
|(FIAPF), the San Sebastian Film 
| Festival committee is trying for 








‘the glitter and world ballyhoo that |! 


make Cannes and Venice standout 
gatherings. Calendared for July 
21-28, fest will.be a composite of 
the Cannes and Venice festival pat- 
terns. All countries present av 
Cannes have received invitations 
to San Sebastian. Communist coun- 
tries will get invites too, despite 
lack of diplomatic ties with Spain, 
via the FIAPF offices. 

Two golden seashells (Concha 
d'Oro) will be awarded to the best 
feature and top short. The Inter- 
national Catholic Cinema Office 
will offer its own award for the 
best picture shown. In addition, 
the city of San Sebastian and local 
personalities will give prizes for 
best performances and direction. 

An international jury, headed by 
Festival President Juan Pergola 
(mayor of San Sebastian), will con- 
sist of four Spaniards and a nom 
g’eminence from England, France, 
Italy and Germany, 

U.S. participation at San Sebas- 
tian is a big question mark at the 
moment. At the FIAPF meeting 
in Cannes, upgrading of San Se- 
bastian Festival was voted unani- 
mously with Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. delegate F. W. Allport 
|abstaining on the grounds his or- 
| ganization does not have a pact 
|with Spain. MPEA nevertheless 
| has received an invite from Mayor 
| Pergola, 


| 


‘UA ‘Viking’ Handout 
Kids Hollywood Censors 


Under the heading “What a 
| Choice!” a publicity handout from 
| United Artists last week poked 
subtle fun at the Code Administra- 


It also referred to the Code as 
| “the official Hollywood censors,” 
'a nomenclature which .the Shur- 
lock office has tried hard to avoid, 
jits argument being that the the 
'Code represents “self-regulation” 
distinct from censorship. 

Asking “Want to be a movie 
censor?” the release related the 
case of Kirk Douglas’ “The Vik- 
ings,” now filming in Norway. It 
contains a scene in which Tony 
Curtis, as a Viking warrior, is cap- 
tured by the English. The pun- 
ishment. They cut off his right 
hand. In the same picture, a fal- 
con attacks Douglas and rips his 
face. The dwner breaks the bird's 
wing so he'll never be able to fly 
again. 

Faced with these two scénes, the 
UA handout related, the Code 
ruled that the hand-cutting busi- 
ness was okay, but the breaking of 
the bird's wing represented “ex- 
cessive brutality.” Story didn’t 
detail how each scene was pre- 
sented, which is a strong considera- 
ition re Code approval. 


| 

















Word From Berlin Is: 
Bring Own Bedstead 


Berlin, July 2. 

Again the ceremonies opening 
Berlin’s Film Festival seemed end- 
less, and often silly. Tedium was 
increased by translating each talk 
into English and French. This 
slowed things down, but even so 
the Italians complained, “What 
about us?” 

The grand parade of stars open- 
ing day was less than memorable 
since half of the 37 introduced 
were uncharted in cinematic heav- 
ens. Human touch came when 
Henny Porten, who was big in sil- 
ents, drew a sentimental ovation 
which nearly reduced her to tears. 
She dreams of resuming her film 
career. 

Second loudest “ovation,” went 
to Errol Flynn and his wife Pat- 
ricia Wymore. Errol carried a cane 
(a novelty around here) with his 
tux and excused himself: “Mein 
Deutsch is lousy .. .”. Engiand’s 
Trevor Howard, already a regular 
participant in the. local pie fetes, 
was also warmly hailed. 

German fans eagerly await pro- 
mised appearances in town of Gary 
Cooper, Henry Fonda and Debbie 
Reynolds. 

Con-current with the Festival's 
own schedule it is odd to note the 
Atelier am Zoo, an art cinema un- 
der the Zoo-Palast, showing Amer- 
ica’s “Big House” (1930) and Great 
Britain’s “Atlantic”. 

Leo J. Horster, Walt Disney rep 
in Germany points up fact that 
there hasn’t been a Berlin Film 
Festival which didn't showcase a 
Disney production. (This year, it’s 
‘Secret of Life” and “Man in 
Space”) . . . And Disney has al- 
ready revealed entry for 1958 Fes- 
tival: It’s “Perry.” Herzog-Film, 
incidentally sent out two invita- 
tions to its reception. Repeat to 
make sure nobody forgot, Herzog 
distribs Disney pix in Germany... 

Punsters dubbed this year’s fes- 
tival “Hassival.” Because of ac- 
tor O. E. Hasse‘ being in three fes- 
tival contenders “Arsene Lupin” 
(as Emperor Wilhelm II) and“Sait- 
on jamais,” both French items, 
and Germany's “Last Ones Shall 








Be First”... 
“Manuela,” Lion International 
production world-preemed here 


has quickly found a distributor for 
Germany. Paramount took on this 
British entry ... Ivan Foxwell, 
producer of “Manuela,” and a 
handsome guy mistaken by some 
fans to be film star. 

Noted are many festival pix in 
which children play leading role, 
per England’s “Spanish Gardner,” 
Denmark’s “Be Dear to Me,” Ja- 
pan’s “Horse Boy” and “Father 
Love” and Italy’s “The Window to 
the Luna Park” and “Fathers and 
Sons.” 

Miss Elli Silman perhaps the 
Number One agent in Berlin tele- 
graphed bids to her private party. 
She has 156 names on her talent 
roster. 

Oscar Martay, the man who 
started the Berlin film fetes in 
1951, strolling about the Ku-damm. 
Few seem to remember him. Some 
ask what he’s doing now. Martay 
is married to Renate Barken, Ger- 
man actress. Marriage produced 
a bambino last year. 

Errol Flynn staying at Hotel 
Gehrhus. He didn’t like his rooms 
in the Kempinski. However, bulk 
of the Americans are at the Kemp- 
inski .., . Hotel situation is again 
frightful this year. Many guests had 
to lodge in private quarters. The 
new ilton-operation hotel, still 
building am desperately needed. 

Club of Berlin Film Journalists 
will hand a prize to the festival’s 
“most amusing guest” and Henry 
Fonda gets prize of German film 
critics {as best foreign male star 
for “War & Peace”), 

Hardiest festival guest will prob- 
ably be Japan’s Izumi Yukimura. 
She arrived June 19 and stays over 
the whole period (last year’s long- 
est-stayer was Egypt’s Magda). 

Sweden's star contingent is par- 
ticularly big this year: Ulla Ja- 
cobsson, Folke Sundquist, Bjoern 
Bjelvenstam, Gunvor Ponten. 

Photos showing Marlon Brando 
wearing German officer’s uniform 
(from his pic, “The Young Lions”) 
currently making the local press 
rounds, B.Z. had it even on front 
page. 

John Harris, head of Television- 
Film Productions here, to sell 25 





independent pix (“C” product) 
from America. He has set up an 
loffice in Munich, 





Up to His Clavicl in Planits 


Herman Wobber’s Retirement Highlighted By 
Offer of Another Job 








USUAL SECRECY PREVAILS 


Albert Vs. Columbia and 
Kalamazoo Cases Settled 


San Francisco, July 2. 

Herman Wobber, hale and 77, Is 
taking on a new jeb. 

It was offered him by 20th-Fox 
President Spyros Skouras in a 
wire to Wobber’s Golden Anni- 
versary luncheon at the Sheraton- 
Palace last week. Skouras wants 
to make 20th’s longtime Western 
|Division manager his “personal 
|representative in the U. S. and 
| overseas.” 

Wobber, celebrating 50 years in 
the film business, called the job 
“a very flattering offer” and 
added: 

“T’ve always been a good sol- 
dier. Chances are I'll get the pass- 
ports out.” 

So what was billed as Wubber's 


Chicago, July 2. 

Two settlements of antitrust 
suits against theatre chains and 
film distribs were made out of 
court here through the legal offices 
of Seymour Simon and Sheldon 
Collen. 

Charles Albert, et al. versus Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp., et al., was 
filed in Northern Ohio District 
Court in 1952. Abert, operator of 
State Theatre in Urichsville, Ohio, 
suits against theatre clans and 
cuit for $396,000 in seeking com- 
petitive bidding for first run prod- 
uct there. Seymour Simon andj} 
Horace Adams (Cleveland) repre- | retirement luncheon was, in real- 
sented plaintiffs. ity, what one of a dozen speakers 

Kalamazoo Drive-In Theatre Co. | «ailed “an interlude between serv- 
also won a settlement versus ma-|jces to the motion picture busi- 
- ae and Butterfield Thea- | ness.” 

ircuit having filed suit on 
similar charges in US. District &.. wh gee ee cat J 
Court for Western District of and attended by almost 500 pro- 
Michigan at Grand Rapids. The| quyction and distribution execs, all 
plaintiff operates theatre in Kal- chums of Wobber. Chief Barker 
amazoo, Michigan. Working with Irving (Bud) Levin spoke briefly 
Simon and Collen was attorney then turned matters over to em- 
Elden W. Butzbaugh of Benton cee Paul Speegle. 
— Suit was filed in May, A number of Wobber’s friends 
. a _'then spoke. Among them: 
In neither case was amount of Jesse Lasky Sr.: “I have been 


settlemen i 

ieelladanarat Herman’s friend for 48 years ... 
= I wouldn’t have missed this lunch- 
* ss eon if I'd been in Paris, London 
Britons Divided or Israel. He has been a wonder- 
ful influence , . . of all the men 
Continued from page 3 So in the industry, the most honest, 
most truthful, the finest character 
|the motion picture industry ever 

bred is Herman Wobber.” 

Alex Harrison: “It’s very diffi- 
cult, as Herman’s protege, to speak 
objectively, but Ill try. This is a 
great mind, a man whose career 
has spanned the entire life of the 
{motion picture industry... . we 
festival has a major political role,| Sould use his career as an in- 
recognized by Washington. |spiration to all of us. He has 

No Berlin Straw Vote | fought for the industry over the 

For the first time=since its in-| years second to nobody. And it is 
ception, the festival has dropped |™more than an industry. It is the 
its poll of the Berlin public due | 8teatest means of selling the 
largely to the criticisms published | American way of life ever devised: 
last year when, for the second time | Should the industry be dissolved, 
running, a mediocre German entry | the job of the State Department 
had walked off with the first prize.| would be increased a thousand- 
This year the prizes are being | fold.” : 
awarded solely on jury verdict. Assemblyman Caspar W. Wein- 

Some German journalists are re-| berger, representing Gov. Good- 
portedly angry with Vaarrery for its | win J. Knight and the State Legis- 
role in ending the public vote, but | lature, presented Wobber with a 
it’s no secret that the MPEA mem-| scroll and Wobber finally spoke, 
ber companies would have declined | briefly. 
to participate if the poll had it| “This wasn’t a job to me, this 
been rétained. In any event, the | Was a devotion. I practically ran 


International Federation of Film|to work every day for 50 years. 
Producers made its attitude clear |I'm going to be lost—I feel like a 

This year the jury, as well as 
the hundreds of visiting newsmen, 1A VOTES DISAPPEAR; 
ings a day to cope with the un- 
spooling of 31 features, nine full WHOLE NEW ELECTION 
jects. There’s a growing feeling | Missing Ballots. 
here that the volume of product is| Exee board of IATSE Local 728, 
some form of limitation, as is now!bership that they start all over 
being done in Cannes and Venice.|again with their annual elections. 
a continuous grouse about the poor; To recapitulate, at recent elee- 
quality of much of the product. /tion Al Franklin beat out incum- 
responsible for the organization of | challenged, but when appointed 
the American reception, which was | committee attempted recount, bal- 
invites that they assumed a black|been found, nor ,has any clue to 
market value and were being of-| what happened to them. 
gel, MPEA topper in Europe, came 
in specially from Paris for the oc- 

Jack Palance is being paged by 
office, who was around for the | Associated Artists Productions to 
7 : eq | Production in England 

eration of Film Producers, delayed | PF , 
his return to London to be on hand. | August. By that date, Palance will 


earlier in the year and urged that | capon when he first realizes what's 
have had a tough assignment, cov- 
length documentaries and 60 shorts, Hollywood, July 2. 
getting out of hand and that au- Studio Electricians, over the week- 
If limitation were imposed, it | Matter will be decided at member- 
Frederick S. Gronich, who heads | bent %. A. (Nick) Nichols for biz 
one of the social highlights of the | lots, stored in union office, turned 
fered along the Kurfurstendamm 
Seek Palance for ‘Snorkel’ 
casion; while Fayette W. Allport, 
| star in “The Snorkel,” slated for 
| have completed his toplining role 





7 


























tival, which” winds tonight (Tues.) 
with the screening of Metro’s “Tea- 
house of the August Moon,” has 
become a trading centre for mo- 
tion picture distribs and exporters. 
Because of this, it has almost been | 
completely stripped of what littie | 
glamor it possessed. 

At the same time, however, the 














the local public vote be dropped. | happened to him.” 
ering a minimum of four screen- 
making a round total of 100 sub- Chapter Two—The Case of the 
thorities will have to introduce |end recommended to Local’s mem- 
would automatically take care of | ship meeting, July 8. 
the MPEA office in Frankfurt, was | agent. Election results were later 
fest. So great was the clamor for | up missing. They still haven't 
for 22 marks ($5.50). Mare Spie- 

Hollywood, July 2. 
chief of the Association's London 
meetings of the International Fed- | ia? tebe 





, | in “Flower of May,” filmization of 
Russo Adds Oceanside 2 |the Blasco Vincente Ibanez tome 
San Diego, July 2. - | now being produced in Mexico by 
Sam Russo, local exhib, closed | Ojallo Rubio Jr. with Roberto Ga- 

a deal with Irwin Sklar and will | baldon directing. 
take over the Crest and Town The-| “Snorkel” screenplay is by Jim- 
tres in nearby Oceanside. |my Sangster and Peter Meyers and 
He will operate the houses on a/ is based on yarn by Anthony Daw- 





long-term lease, ‘ son, 
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NBC’S OUTSIDE VS. CBS’ INSIDE 





Closed-T'V’s Strange Bedfellows 


Rapidly growing field of closed-circult television equipment is 
finding new clients, some of them for the strangest purposes, every 
day. Already used in such widely diversified fields as atomic 
energy, railroad freightyard traffic, railroad ticket sales and shop- 
lifting detection, the closed-circuit setups, which range anywhere 
from a single camera and one monitor to more than 100 in each 
installation, are getting some new goings-over. 

Dage Television division of Thompson Products Corp., the 
leading manufacturer of the closed-circuit equipment (cameras, 
monitors, amplifying units and self-contained stations), has had 
some eyebrow-lifters in the form of recent sales. Over and above 


the orthodox setups like the nine 


department stores using units to 


detect shoplifters; the two military installations (one already built 
in West Germany, the other scheduled to go up in September in 
the Azores); the “weathervision” units enabling a centrally located 
meteorologist to brief widely scattered groups of pilots (just in- 
stalled at MeGuire Air Force Base, N.J.), a medical education unit 
at St. Luke’s Hospital, Chicago, Dage has completed or contracted 


for the following installations: 


A “visit-vision” setup enabling hospital patients to “visit by 
closed-circuit from the lobby with people normally refused entry 
to a hospital, children for example. 

A “sidewalk superintendent” setup for a new Lexington Ave. 
skyscraper currently under construction in N.Y. The building, a 
40-story unit under construction by the Minskoff realty interests, 
will have a front facade during construction which will house 
three monitors carrying pictures from strategically located cam- 
eras covering the entire construction operation. : 

A “counter unit” at Nathan’s in Coney Island, which will cover 
.he entire length of the hot-dog dispenser’s counter, enabling a 
“spotter” stationed at a monitor to order clerks to various locations 
along the counter where the traffic’s particularly congested with 


hot-dog-hungry patrons 











You Can't Kid TV on KNXT 





Shavelson, Rose’s Ad Copy Plugging ‘Beau James’ 
Rejected as Detrimental to Medium 





> 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Turnabout obviously is not fair 
play as far as television is con- 
cerned. 

For years, the medium has had a 
good time needling Hollywood, its 
product and the industry in general. 
But KNXT has flatly refused to 
accept spot announcements plug- 
ging “Beau James,” because the 
spots poke fun at tv. 

Time for the spots was purchased 
by the Weiser Advertising Agency 
for producers Mel Shavelson and 
Jack Rose, but the copy was-nixed 
on the grounds that it was “detri- 
mental to the best interests of tv.” 

Disputed copy reads “Hey you. 
You look terrible. I mean it. You 
are suffering from T.T., which 
means Television Tension. Now 
why don’t you stop looking at this 
silly little box; stop straining your 
eyes on this bleak, foggy picture. 
Tear yourself away from these 
nauseating wavy lines and break 
away right now from this tele- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Libby-Owens Coin 
For NCAA Grid 


In its network bow, the Libby- 
Owens-Ford glass outfit has enabled 
NBC-TV to post the SRO- sign on 
its nine NCAA national football 
games via purchase of one-quarter 
sponsorship. 

In the football deal, Libby- 
Owens is taking one-quarter of all 
nine nationally-televised games, 
with the others lined up for the 
football being Sunbeam, Zenith and 
Bristol-Myers on the national front. 

In addition, NBC signed Kemper 
Insurance, a branch of All-State 
Insurance, to sponsor the 15-min- 
ute “scoreboard” segment following 
all of the national games. Sports- 
caster for the wrapup isn’t set yet. 


NBC-Bankroiled Carson 
Pilot Peddled by ABC 


NBC paid for the pilot on a Jack 
Carson telefilm, didn’t sell it once 
it was made, and now ABC-TV is 
out to peddle the show. The Car- 
son half-hour is called “Johnny 
Come Lately.” 

NBC let it go when the sales op- 
tion lapsed, but it’s reported that if 
the show is sold on ABC the NBC 
contract with Caréon allows it to 
recapture initial production costs. 
ABC hasn’t picked a time slot for 
the show. 








Encore 
Toronto, July 2. 
Day aftér Reg Stevens, chief 
technician at CFRB, Toronto, 
returned to work on crutches 
after breaking his left leg in 
two places, he tripped in studio 
and broke the same leg. 
He’s now back in hospital. 


Built-In Educ] 
TV for Public 


Housing in N.Y 
ousing in N.Y. 

A cooperative educational tele- 
vision project—believed to be the 
first of its kind in the U.S.—will 
bring varied educational training 
via closed-circuit into the houses 
of 608 families living in a public 
housing area in Manhattan's Chel- 
sea district. 

The project, linking the John 
Lovejoy Elliot Houses with Public 
School 33, the Hudson Guild Neigh- 
borhood House, and the Lower 











CHARP CONTRAST 
WN IDEOLOGIES 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


One of the more intriguing 
aspects of the upcoming television 
season—and one which obviously 
will be watched closely by every- 
body in the business — is the 
virtual extreme in programming 
ideologies attending the NBC vs 
CBS program semesters next fall, 
for never before has there been 
such a wide variance in network 
philosophy. Who is right and which 
network will reap the major bene- 
fits (in profits and ratings) from 
the both-ends-of-the-pole concepts 
will not be known for months to 
come, but it’s readily apparent 





even now that very much, includ- 
ing a whole way of leadership, is | 
at stake. 

Two events at NBC within the 
past fortnight (coupled with a 
brace of incidents at CBS within 
the same time span) perhaps best 
reflect the di ‘ergent approaches of 
the two major networks. The dis- 
closure last week that Ted Mills 
and Ben Park, two of the top 
creative craftsmen within the 
public affairs-documentary orbit at 
NBC-TV, were leaving the com- 
pany to form their own independ- 
ent production outfit, and the 
previous week’s revelation that | 
Nat Wolff was exiting his key NBC | 
berth in program development, are 
perhaps typical offshoots of the | 
policies being pursued at NBC 
under the programming regime of | 
exec véepee Bob Kintner. | 

In an extension of the thinking | 
that prevailed at ABC when Kint- 
ner prexied that network prior to | 
his moveover as Bob Sarnoff’s No. | 
I aide, NBC has virtually abdicated | 
any pretense of creating shows | 
from within. Of the score or so) 
of new programs that wili preem 
on the network in the fall, every 
one without exception has been 
an out-and-out buy from the out- 
side (most of them coming out of 
the MCA shop) but on the whole 
involving, along with MCA, such 
“external giants” in the talent- 
packaging orbit as William Morris, 
General Artists Corp., Ted Ashley, 
Henry Jaffe, etc. (All of which is 
a far cry from the Pat Weaver days 
at NBC with the network's “build- 
ing from within” and its credo of 
joint development, which gave it 
part ownership in such entries as 
“Dragnet,” “This Is Your Life,” 
etc.) 

In recent weeks, however, there’s 
been a gradual liquidation of 
NBC’s creative program forces, 
both in the areas of entertainment 
and public affairs (as witness the 
recent®*manpower defections.) Out 
on the Coast the NBC creative 
team of Elliott Lewis-Milt Josefs- 








(Continued on page 40) 


Jaffe-Phillipson’s Coronet Prod. 
Sets $20,000,000 Budget for TV 


Entries: Three Las 


Vegas Specs 





Nielsen’s Trendex 


Last Friday's (28) “Person 
to Person” on CBS-TV, which 
bracketed A. C. Nielsen, the 
rating man, with humorist H. 
Allen Smith, smothered the 
competition on the Trendex 
tallies, copping a 15.9 for the 
10:30 to 11 p.m. segment as 
against a 9.1 for the Gillette 
bouts on NBC-TV. 

P to P’s audience share was 
equally as impressive: 348 
against 19.9 





ABC Bags Kaiser 


With $7,000,000 
Sun. TV Billings 


Kaiser Aluminum gave ABC-TV 
its biggest single chunk of new 
business in years and the network 
its first major Sunday night enter- 
tainment package. Bankroller 
signed a weekly commitment for 
the entire hour of “The Maverick,” 
a cowboy series produced by War- 
ner Bros., to be shown between 
7:30 and 8:30 p.m. 

Over the period of a year Kaiser 
will be forking out $7,000,000 net 
in time and talent, the network 
said. Gross time charges will be in 
the vicinity of $3,300,000 on the 
year, the rest in production costs. 
It gives the network a program- 
ming foothold in five nights in- 
stead of four, Saturday and Mon- 
day still being relatively weak 
nights. 

James Garner, a thesp under con- 
tract to Warners, will play the lead. 
However, there is under consider- 
ation a plan to give Garner, who 

(Continued on page 36) 


Soph & Mike Todd In 
9 6 ’ 
BBC-TV’s ‘A-Z’ Show 
London, July 2. 
Sophie Tucker and Mike Todd 
will be featured in Friday's (5) air- 
ing of BBC-TV’s show “A-Z.” Both 
will appear on film. Miss Tucker's 
spot was specially lensed several 
weeks ago when she was appearing 
at the Cafe de Paris in London. 
Mezzo-soprano Blanche Thebom, 
who’s over here to appear in the 
Covent Garden production of “The 
Trojans,” will also be in the show. 





NEXT WEEK! 
AARIET 





12th Annual Radio and Television 
Review and Preview 


SEE PAGES 28-29 | 














. Hollywood, July 2. 
Biggest production splurge by 
one producing outfit for the next 
television season, which may reach 
$20,000,000, has been blueprinted 
by Coronet Productions, formed 
last February by Henry Jaffe and 
William Phillipson. More than half 
of the firm’s output has already 
been firmed for sponsorship and 
slotted in peak network time. 


Among the new Coast projects 
will be three full hour specs re- 
moted from Las Vegas, the first 
major network attraction from the 
desert spa. Exquisite Form (bras) 
will bankroll, with the first one in 
the fall and the other two in the 
spring. Phillipson will be execu- 
tive producer and is now screening 
top femme names as emcee and 
production and writing talent for 
the three extravaganzas. Show will 
have variety-musical format and 
Vegas headliners will be supple- 
mented by other star talent to be 
flown in. 

Previously set and sealed by 
Coronet were the Chevy series of 
49 hour shows, and the Shirley 
Temple series of 16 hour-long fairy 
tales. Deal with Screen Gems for 
the Temple series is only for use 
of the Columbia studio facilities, 
with Coronet paying below-the- 
line costs and retaining full con- 
trol of all other elements. Phillip- 
son will be executive producer on 
the filmed fantasies. 

In the Chevy group of 49 will be 
20 to 24 from Dinah Shore; 10 
| others of equal major calibre, some 
|to be remoted beyond the NBC 
color studios in Burbank, and re- 
mainder of lesser budgeted shows 
for the summer months. Jaffe wil! 
act as executive producer only on 
the Chevy shows. 

Others being readied for produc- 
tion are: 

Series of 39 half hour programs 
based on “The 10 Commandments” 
and to be filmed by Screen Gems. 

“Half Way House,” series of 
half-hour comedies by Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse, with 
Norman Lessing adapting, to be 
filmied by Sereen Gems. 

Series of half hour childrens 
stories to be filmed here. 

Series of half-hour suspense 
mysteries for filming here. 

Of Coronet’s entire seasonal out- 

(Continued on page 36) 


Tom Loeb’s New 
Status on Specials 


Tom Loeb has been upped to 
director of special programs at 
NBC-TV, taking charge of pro- 
gramming of all spectaculars for 
the network for next season. Loeb, 
whose last assignment had been 
producer on “Tonight” for the past 
few weeks, takes over a post which 
has been vacant until now, with 
nighttime programming veep Bob 
Lewine having handled it on a tem- 
porary basis. 

Dave Tebet continues under 
Loeb as manager of special pro- 
grams, maintaining the continuity 
of the operation. The spec pro- 
gramming had been handled by 
the trio of Lewine, Tebet and Nat 
Wolff (with a programming assist 
|from program sales veep Mike 
| Dann), but Wolff's resignation as 
|V.p. over program development 
| cued Loeb’s appointment. 


“PLAYHOUSE 90’ 
MULLS DARROW BIO 


Hollywood, July 2. 

A television bio of famed crimi- 
nal attorney Clarence Darrow is 
being mapped by CBS-TV’'s “Play- 
house 90” for next season. 

Writer hasn't yet been assigned 
to the teleplay, but producer Mar- 
tin Manulis has the Darrow project 
on his agenda, and will make the 
scripting assignment shortly. 
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MAGNUSON REPORT LIKELY T0 HAVE 


WIDESPREAD INDUSTRY REPERCUSSIONS 


By JACK LEVY 
Washington, July 2. 

Extensive changes in tv network 
practices in dealing with adver- 
tisers and affiliates were called for 
last week in a Senate report which 
warned that if its recommendations 
are not carried out “the networks 
may attain such a position df over- 
whelming dominance that the pub- |; 
lic interest will require the impo- 
sition of detailed sand rigid govern- 
ment regulation.” 

The report, a staff document ts-| 
sued by the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, of which Sen. 
Warren G. Magnuson (D., Wash.) 
is chairman, was prepared under 
the supervision of Kenneth Cox, 
special counsel to the Committee. 
The Committee unanimously 
agreed to its release but withheld 
forma! approval of its reeommenda- 
tions pending comment from the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion and the Department of Justice. 

In transmitting the report to the 
FCC, Sen. Magnuson notified the 
agency his Committee intends to 
continue “close supervision” over 
developments and practices in tv 
networks. 
on the recommendations not later 


than 90 days after the Commis- | 


sion’s network study is completed 
(approximately Sept. 30). When 
these comments are received, he 
said, the recommendations in the 
staff report may be revised. The 
Justice Dept. was asked for its 
views “at an early date.” 

A challenging document of 101 
pages, notable for its clarity in ap- 
praising the testimony taken by the 
Committee at hearings in the 
Spring of last year, the report is 
expected to have widespread reper- 
cussions. Following a methodical 
presentation of the charges and 
contentions made by Richard A. 


Moore, prexy of KTTV in Los An- 
geies, and others, it comes to these 
conclusions: 

That the combination of option 
time and must-buy enables the net- 


works to determine, in effect, what 
the nation watches on its tv sets. 
Concentration of Control 
That while there are “sound rea- 
sons’ for permitting networks to 
own and operate stations, questions 
might be raised as to possible un- 
due concentration of control over 
the medium exerted by “the pres- 
ent extent of their ownership.” 
That the proposal by Sen. John 
W. Bricker (R., O.) to put the net- 
works under direct reguletion of 
the FCC should be held in abey- 


ance until the Commission's net- | 


work study is completed. 

That clearance for network pro- 
grams outside of option time ag- 
gravates the problems of the non- 
network advertiser, the independ- 
ent program producer, the inde- 
pendent station, and the public. It 
is therefore nevessary to impose 
restrictions “to prevent television 
from becoming a completely na- 
tional medium serving no local 
need and almost entirely de- 
pendent on network service.” 

That it would be improper for a 
network “to tie the use of its own 
staging services to a sale of time 

(Continued on page 40) 


NBC Buys ‘Flicka’ 
For 39-Wk. Run 


TCF-TV, the 20th-Fox telefilm 
subsid, has gotten a new lease on 
life via its first sale of the season, 
an order from NBC-TV for 39 new 





“My Friend Flicka” films. Web 
hasn't lined up a sponsor for the 
series yet, nor has it found a time 
period, though its Monday and 
luesday 7:30 to 8 periods are pos- 
sibilities, as is the Sunday 6:30 
slot 

Flicka” had a _ year-and-a-half 
run on CBS-TV, a year of it under 


Colgate sponsorship. Latter had to 
bow out, however because of budge- 


tary problems, and the show was 
carried by Columbia as a sustainer, 
with an additional deal for reruns 
for summer use. CBS-TV finishes 


with the reruns in September. 
Meanwhile, however, NBC had 
taken an option on the show, and 
this week decided to excercise it 
for new product for the fall. 





Ayres Back to ABC 


Charles Ayres, who successively 
headed the ABC and NBC Radio 
networks, is -7. to ABC as 
a tv salesman. He left ABC about 
two years ago for NBC, 
latter web six months ago. 

Since his departure from NBC, | 
Ayres has not been active in the) 
|industry. He'll report to Gene | 
| Wyatt, ABC-TV national sales | 
ener: 


Doerfer Named 
As Head of FCC. 


Washington, July 2. 

















He calied for comments | 


} 
| 
President Eisenhower yesterday | 
|(Mon.) designated Comr. John C. 

Doerfer as the new chairman of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission succeeding George C. Mc-! 
Connaughey’ whose term expired 
June 30. Doerfer was notified of 
his appointment in a certificate 
from the White House. Since there | 





Ford’s FCC Nod 


Washington, July 2. 
Frederick W. Ford was nom- 
inated today (Tues.) to a 
| seven-year term on the FCC, 


| succeeding to the vacancy left 
| by the retiring George C. Mc- 


rently assistant to Deputy At- 
torney General William P. 
Rogers, was with the FCC 
Staff from 1947 through 1953, 
and at the time of his depar- 
ture was chief of the hearings 
division of the FCC’s Broad- 
cast Bureau. He was the first 
FCC counsel on the Richards 
hearings in 1959. 
Ford is a Republican. 


| 
Connaughey. Ford, 47, cur- | 
| 





was no mention of a time limit, 
it’s presumed he will head the 
agency at least until 1960 when his 
seven-year term expires. 


Prior to joining the Commissjon 
in 1953, Doerfer was Chairman of 
the Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission, A lawyer, he was City 
Attorney of West Allis, Wis., from 
1940 to 1948, having been elected 
on a nonpartisan ticket. He has 
since been active in Republican 
polities. 

Meanwhile, there was no indica- 
tion as to who would be named to 
fill the commissionership left va- 
cant by McConnaughey’s depar- | 
ture. 

McConnaughey announced his re- 
turn to the practice of law. He has | 
formed a partnership with George | 
O. Sutton, Washington lawyer, and 
Robert L'Heureux, who reverand 
ously resigned as Congressional 
liaison fer the FCC. The firm has 
opened offices in Washington (in 
the National Press Bldg.) and Co 
lumbus, O. 

McConnaughey’s departure was 

(Continued on page 36) 
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and left | | 


|CBS on the project, 
| ceeding on his own in its devel- 











Swing and Sway with 
SAMMY KAYE 


Now Mid-western tour 


July 3—Arnold’s Park, Iowa; 4— 
Gleenwood, Minn.; 5—Muskego 
Beach, Wis.: 6—Middletown, Ohio, 


Radio: Sunday Serenade—ABC, 
Columbia Records Exclusively. 
Just released: CHARM BRACE- 
LET. b/w PAST MY PRIME. 
An Album of Beautiful Recitations 
“SUNDAY SERENADE OF 
POETRY” 





Mull New Year’s Entry 
As Hayward’s Ist Spec; 
Dicker Martin-Merman 


Leland Hayward’s first spec un- 
der his five-year commitment to 


| CBS-TV will be telecast around the 


end of the year, possibly as a New 
Year’s Eve entry, and will be a re- 
vue-form vehicle bearing the ten- 
tative title, “What a Year!” No 
talent set yet, but Hayward is un- 
derstood to be talking. to Mary 
Martin and Ethel Merman for star- 
ring roles in the 90-minute spec. 
Hayward, of course, brought 
Misses Martin and Merman to- 
gether in the memorable Ford an- 
niversary spec some seasons back. 

As of the moment, the project is 
on the tentative side, except for 


|the year-in-review theme and the 
Hayward has | 


timing of the show. 
had only a couple of meetings with 
and is pro- 


opment. Under his five-year deal 
with CBS, he’s committed to de- 
liver one spec per year and one 
new series per year, in which he 
gets an ownership stake. 


Telerama’s’ Likely 4006 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Final figure of $400,000 is ex- 
pected from June 22-23 City of 
Hope “Telerama” teletiion on 
KTLA, plus accompanying house- 
to-house solicitation. 

Preliminary figures issued by 
general chairman Harry Karl in- 
dicated a $250,000-plus take. 

















Communications Commission last 


is to conduct 
VHF operation.” 


for it. 
Under FCC policy, 
commercial purposes. The 


the dual coverage. 


which telecasts an average of 78 
UHF channel 47. 


per pupil to support WQED. The 
tional contribution. 

Grant of the application will 
“duopoly” rule which prohibits a 





Channel 12 was added to New 
to provide the city with a third V. The channel is open to com- 
petitive applications but WJMR has filed several applications to 
use it experimentally pending a decision on the inevitable contest 


Station told the Commission it 
to program for more classrooms It also hopes to provide special- 
ized educational services for industries and professions. 

Nearly 100 public schools in the area voluntarily contribute 30s 


FCC Okays Dual V & U Station 


Washington July 2. 


First UHF-VHP dual operation was authorized by the Federal 


week with issuance of a permit 


to WJMR-TV in New Orleans, an ultra high station, to use VHF 
channel 12 on an experimental basis. Stated purpose of the grant 
“a direct a comparison of simultaneous UHF and 


Orleans about two months ago 


experimental stations cannot be used for 
station, 
UHF programs on the VHF channel but will not charge extra for 


therefore, will duplicate its 


A dual operation of a permanent nature was proposed in an 
application filed with the agency by Pittsburgh's educational tv 
station, WQED, which operates on VHF channel 13. The station, 


hours per week, applied for use 


wants to expand its operations 


Catholic Diocese makes an addi- 


require a waiver of the FCC's 
licensee from having more than 


one of the same type station in a community. 


Highlights of Magnuson Report 


Washington, July 2. 
Here are some highlights of the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee staff report on the network phase of its tv inquiry: 


On the claim of restriction on network affiliates the report finds- 


that “the impact of the affiliate-network partnership, and the at- 
tendant desire of the affiliate to maintain hig relations with the 
network on a friendly and prafitable basis, is so strong that a high 
degree of program control is, in fact, exercised by the network.” 

On the claim of restriction on non-network producers of pro- 
grams the report finds “that an independent film producer or 
syndicator—like a network—can afford to produce a high quality 
program only if he can be reasonably sure of getting national 
circulation for it. That involves, of course, getting clearance in 
most of the major markets in the country—and in all but a hand- 
ful of areas this means over stations affiliated with one or more 
networks, And like the network, an independent producer needs 
good time periods if he is to have a chance of recovering the cost 
— a first-run syndicated program within a reasonable length of 
time. 

“However ... a large part:of the best evening time is occupied 
by the networks by virtue of their option-affiliation leverage. If 
the independent producer is excluded from [major] markets, this 
may so increase the risks of the venture, or so lengthen the time 
required to recover the investment, that he may decide not to 
make the proposed series at all unless he can get assured clearance 
through a national sale for network release.” 

On the claim of restriction on advertisers the report finds that 
“even when time is available, the shadow of the option may dis- 
courage the local advertiser from full use of television” and that 
even if he finds a good time period “he is then up against the 
growing shortage of new high-quality syndicated film programs. 
If he is to compete in a good time period with network program- 
ming, he must have something which will be attractive to the pub- 
lic . . . It therefore seems thaf local and regional advertisers, 
having been excluded from network tv by the must-buy, may be 
seriously impeded in their efforts to sponsor quality programs in 
the peak viewing hours as a result of the option rights of the 


network.” 








Then There Was 1 


As of the summer, when 
“Big Story” goes to reruns, 
there will be only one live 
half-hour dramatic show left 
on television. 

That's the CBS-TV Sunday 
morning religioso entry, “Look 
Up and Live.” 


New MBS Format 
Invites 2506 Biz 


Mutual, which a little over three 
weeks ago put into effect its news 
}and music programming format, 
just has inked about $250,000 in 
new biz, mainly spots around its 
news shows, taken by eight national 
sponsors. 

The clients are Beltone Hearing 
Aid, Equitable Life, Florists Tele- 
graphic Delivery Service, GMC 
Truck Division of General Motors, 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco; S. C. 
Johnston & Son, Sleep-Eze and 
Tee-Pak. 


First two contracts to go into 
effect are those for Tee-Pak and 
Liggett & Myers. Latter, via Dan- 
cer-Fitzgerald-Sample, has ordered 
a weekend saturation campaign via 
network chain breaks, news pro- 
grams and participations in Friday 
evenings “Counter-Spy,” all in be- 
half of its L&M filter tips. Cam- 
paign gets underway today ( Wed.) 
and extends‘through Aug. 26, with 
usual renewal option clause. 

Tee-Pak, Chicago manufacturers 
of casings for packaged meats, or- 
dered a 30-spot campaign through- 
out July. GMC trucks, through 

(Continued on page 36) 


EXAMINER REVERSED 














Washington, July 2. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission yesterday (Mon.) final- 
ized its decision to award Chan- 
nel 2 in Oakland, Calif. to San 
Francisco-Oakland Television Inc., 
in which Ward D. Ingram of San 
Marino, Calif., and William D. 
Pabst of Atherton, Calif., jointly 
hold 95% of the stock. Ingrim is 
now general manager of the Don 
Lee Broadcasting System, a divi- 
sion of General Teleradio. Pabst 
is manager of radio station KFRC 
in Frisco. 

Decision was a reversal of an 
examiner’s recommendation favor- 
ing Channel Two Inc., in which 
Joseph R. Knowland, publisher of 
*the Oakland Tribune and father of 
Sen. William F. Knowland (R.- 
Calif.) holds a 5% interest, 





IN OAKLAND GRANT: 


Presbrey s Com! Format In Bid To 
Reactivate Institutional Clients 


+ For all its press and public at- 


| tention this past season in particu- 
j iar the public affairs stanza faces 
| one of the toughest sponsor prob- 
| lems in its history. Corn Products, 
| the last sponsor on any of the four 


major network tv news panel 
shows, will be ankling Miata 
Rountree’s Press Conference” at 


| the termination of the current 
| ABC-TV cycle. The reason, con- 
tends Oliver Presbrey, who owns 
part of the show with Martha 
Rountree, is there has been a fun- 
damental misunderstanding of a 
panel’s commercial values — even 
by Presbrey. 

His theories have a reflection for 
all institutionally sponsored shows, 
because Presbrey has stated that 
today the soft-sell underwriter in 
tv is primarily interested in gen- 
erating the enthusiasm of his own 
big customers and perhaps that of 
his own employees, but the gen- 
eral audience, which once was the 

(Continued on page 40) 


Philco Shifts A.C. 
Pageant to CBS-TV 


Atlantic City, July 2. 

CBS-TV will carry 90 minutes 
of the finals of the Miss America 
Pageant from Convention Hall 
here, instead of ABC, which for 
the past three years has aired the 
program. 

Albert A. Marks Jr., chairman of 
the Pagéant Television Committee, 
said that the switch will mean 
that 20 million more viewers will 
see the big show, bringing the to- 
tal number to an expected 50,000- 
000. Pageant program was third 
in the list of autumn’ programs 
in the 1956 Nielsen ratings. 

BBD&O has been retained to 
stage the telecast this year, and its 
3 department is expected 

0 improve the Philco-sponsored 
program. One important change 
is the elimination of all backstage 
telecasting during the airings of the 
finals. 

This year all cameras will be 
focused upon the vast Convention 
Hall stage, and the Pageant com- 
mittee has obtaired an 80-foot long 
lighting unit which, suspended from 
the auditorium ceiling, will illumi- 
nate the entire stage. Thus no 
space-consuming lighting units 
will be needed. Such units in past 
years marred the vision of ticket 
holders. 

Nearly 200 ABC channels car- 
ried the ‘56 pageant, and the 





switch to CBS has already resulted 
in the addition of 68 stations to 
the network. 

Bert Parks may again emcee the 





big show. 
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THOSE DESPERATE TV HOURS 





‘Gunsmoke’ Hot as a Trigger 


| 
“Gunsmoke” hit the No. 1 spot on the Nielsen Top 10 list for the 
first time since it hit the air a couple of seasons back, and grabbed 
off the No. 3 position on the total audience listing as well. Nielsen 
Top 1) for the two weeks ending June 8 held little else in the way 
of surprises, except that three NBC specials boosted its quota on 
the TA list to four out of 10, while it captured three out of 10 on 


the average audience list. CBS had seven out of 10 on the AA list 


and six in the TA category. 


Total Audience 
Chevy Show-Pat Boone 


(NBC) ae ee 38.7 
Sat. Color Carnival (NBC) .. 36.4 
Gunsmoke (CBS) .......... 35.7 
I Love Lucy (CBS) ........ 35.2 
Ed Sullivan Show.(CBS) ... 34.3 
Producers Showcase (NBC) . 33.7 
Playhouse 90 (CBS) ........ 32.6 
Perry Como Show (NBC) 32.1 
$64,000 Question (CBS) .... 31.5 
I’ve Got A Secret (CBS) .... 31.3 





Can Mail Do What 


Average Audience 


Gunsmoke (CBS) ......... 32.8 
Chevy Show-Pat Boone 

Ek a ee 31.8 
I Love Lucy ((CBS) ........ 31.2 | 
$64,000 Question (CBS) .... 28.7 
Sat. Color Carnival (NBC) .. 28.7 
I've Got A Secret (CBS) .. 28.6 
December Bride (CBS) »- 26.1 
Loretta Young Show (NBC) . 27.6 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents 

i aa : 26.6 
Lineup (CBS) ........ 26.4 





Ratings Dont 


For Club 60? Show's Fate at Stake 


Chicago, July 2. 

Rating services are being taken 
to task in an overt challenge by 
“Club 60,” which is making a last 
ditch effort now to preserve itself 
on NBC-TV’s daytime lineup. What 
the show hopes to use as ammuni- 
tion against ratings is a quantita- 
tive mail response from its viewers. 


Although the Chicago-originat- 
ing variety show has never had an 
actual multi-market supvey, the 
city-by-city ratings are known to 
be unintoxicating. The Dennis 


James starrer is under pact to run 
through Aug. 16, and the hand- 
writing on the wall reads that the 
show will terminate then unless 
the net elects to renew it by July 
16. It’s no secret that the Chicago 
NBC-TV shop wants the show to 
continue, although the local rat- 
ings are particularly inauspicious, 
it being the principal web origina- 
tion from the studios here. 

Idea for the mail campaign came 
quite accidentally. Dennis James 
last Tuesday (25) gave an inkling 
on the show that “Club 60% had an 
uncertain future, and he asked the 
viewers to write in. Next day 
brought 500 letters to the Chicago 
NBC desk, and by the weekend the 
mail count was at 4,300: This 
doesn't include the letters sent to 
the 78 other NBC stations carry- 
ing the show. 

On Monday (1), the net began 
offering prizes for the best letters 
on the subject, “Why I Like ‘Club 
60.’ ”" Such premiums as Polaroid 
Land Cameras are being offered 
as an inducement for a postal show- 
of-hands. Contest will end July 12, 
about four days before NBC-TV 
has to make its decision on wheth- 
er or not “60” stays on the fall 
calendar. 

As the show is seen in only 
seven of the 14 major markets, the 
best yardstick available are ratings 
for the time period that include 
local programming in areas that 
don’t carry “Club 60.” Trendex 

(Continued on page 36) 


CBS-AM Coffers 





Swelled by 6656 =": 


CBS Radio signed six new spon- 
sors to pacts totaling $665,000 
gross this week. Three of the deals 
fell into the web’s “Impact Plan,” 
with Grove Laboratories inking 
for 20 “Impact” segments per 
week for 20 weeks starting in Oc- 
tober, GMC Truck & Coach Di- 
vision pacting for three segments 
a week for four weeks starting in 
August, and Hudson Vitamin buy- 
ing one segment a week for 13 
weeks starting in September. 

Other business came from 
Sterling Drug, which bought a 
five-minute weekly segment in 
“Gunsmoke”; Clairol® for a week- 
ly segment in the Galen Drake 
show; and Pharma-Craft,; for two 
weekly seven - and -a-half-minute 
segments a week in daytime for 
26 weeks. r 


s | 








> 


No Suspense Here 4 


It pays to have a film pro- | 
ducer in the family, NBC-TV | 
found out. Pressed for a new 
title for “Crisis” (it sounded | 
too close to Chrysler’s “Cli- 
max” for the comfort of co- 
sponsor Ford), web went 
through a string of possibil- 
ities until it settled last week 
on “Suspicion.” That title hap- 
pened to be controlled by Al- 
fred Hitchcock, who directed | 
the Cary Grant-Joan Fontaine | 
starrer of the same name for 
RKO in 1941. Hitchcock, of | 
course, is producing 10 of the 
“Crisis” — oops, “Suspicion” 
segments for NBC-TV. 

Web also this week set Den- 
nis O’Keefe as permanent host 
for the series, both for live 
and filmed shows. 


Flock of Station 
Transfers OK'd: 
WBC Balto Nod 


Washington, July 2. 

Cleaning up an accumulation of 
applications prior to the departure 
of Chairman George C. McCon- 
naughey, the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week gave 
its okay to 17 sales of radio and tv 
stations. : 

Largest of the transactions ap- 
proved was the purchase by West- 
inghouse Electric Co. of WAAM 
(TV) in Baltimore through an ex- 
change of stock. Deal gives West- 
inghouse its full complement of 
five VHF -stations. Company also 
holds a construction permit for a 
UHF station in Chicago. 

Commission actions involved one 
other operating tv station—KNAC- 
TV in Fort Smith, Ark. Control 
of the outlet was transferred from 
the H. S. Nakdimen estate to Harry 
Poliock and The Harry Newton 





Co. Consideration involved was 


Largest of the radio transfers 
was KHEP in Phoenix, Ariz., which 
was acquired by Grand Canyon 
Broadcasters Inc, under a $250,000 
rental deal. 

Other radio station deals ap- 
proved were WHMA in Anniston, 
Ala., sold for $75,000 to Grover 
Wise and Ralph M. Allgood; WQOK 
in Greenville, S. C., purchased for 
$125,000 by owners of WIVK in 
Knoxville, Tenn.; KJAY in To- 
peka, Kans., acquired by Dale S. 
Helmers, et al, for $142,500; WSPC 
in Anniston, Ala., sold to Anniston 
Broadcasting Co. for $65,000: 


WOOO in Deland, Fia., purchased 
by a group headed by Herbert A. 
Saxe for $65,000, subject to liabili- 
ties; and KIHO in Sioux Falls, 
S. D., control of which was ac- 
quired By James A. Saunders and 


| first, 


| jazz. 





John W. Hazlett for $65,000. 


PRIDE’ SHOWS 
AT NIGHTTIME? 


With next fall’s nighttime televi- 
sion lineup presenting an almost 
solid front of straight bread-and- 


| butter programming, some of the 


more imaginative network program 
planners are playing with some in- 
triguing possibilities in terms of 
“getting television out of its rut.” 

Though the ideas are strictly in 
the wide-eyed speculative stage, 
they present some challenging new 
thinking in terms of network re- 
sponsibility in nighttime program- 


|ming. Basically, the ideas are for 


the webs to foot the bill to keep 
nighttime tv perking with pro- 
grams that normally would be rele- 
gated to a Sunday afternoon. 

What would happen, the thinking 
goes, if CBS-TV took an “Odys- 
sey” or a “Seven Lively Arts” and 
transplanted them to prime evening 
time? Or NBC took its opera series 
and did the same? What comes 
the chicken or the egg? Do 
Sunday afternoon shows get 
low ratings merely because they 
re on Sunday afternoons, or be- 
cause the public shuns culture at 
any time? What kind of rating 
would an “Odyssey,” for example, 
pull down at 8 to 9 Wednesdays? 

Use of examples like “Odyssey” 
and “Arts” are advised ones, since 
neither is an “egghead” show in 
the highbrow sense. “Odyssey,” 
though a museum show, ran the 
gamut of everything from the his- 


the 


| tory of the comic strip to a Japa- 


nese film spectacle, from sunken 
treasure hunting to the story of 
“Arts,” which is being 
prepped by the CBS program de- 
partment, will attempt to do a va- 
riety of artistic endeavors but with 
top marquee values and in a popu- 
lar style which won't play over the 
audience, or so the web's Hubbell 
Robinson hopes. 
‘Omnibus’ as Example 

Point is that this type of attrac- 
tion generates interest and excite- 
ment, yet is broadly enough based 
to create a wide appeal. It’s argued 
that “Omnibus” has never had a 
chance to prove itself (though 
there are those who maintain that 
“Omni” has been playing it with 
too much sophistication), since its 
sole nighttime exposure was via 
ABC and there’s no telling how it 
might have done on NBC or CBS. 
It's further pointed out that the 
Frank Capra science shows this 
past season on CBS more than held 
their own against the socalled 
“commercial” entries on competing 
webs, and that “See It Now” used 
to do pretty well as a competitive 
programming draw. 

Even assuming the “important” 
shows of this type aren’t strong 
enough raitng-wise to attract a 
major audience and sponsorship in 
prime evening time, isn’t it worth 
it to sustain them, the reasoning 
goes. CBS and NBC are com- 
mitted to the program costs on the 

(Continued on page 40) 


Rex Harrison Set as 
Lead for Gregory’s 
‘Crescendo’ Tint Spec 


Rex Harrison has signed to play 
the lead in “Crescendo,” Paul 
Gregory’s 90-minute color musical 
which. will kick off the DuPont 
“Show of the Month” series of 10 
spectaculars on CBS-TV Sept. 29. 
Harrison, currently in the lead of 
“My Fair Lady,” will be able to do 
the spec by virtue ofs its Sunday 
night slot (9 to 10:30), as was the 
ease with his costar, Julie An- 
drews in her “Cinderella” appear- 
ance on the web. 

Harrison will play a_ visiting 
Englishman through whose eyes a 
kaleidescope of American music is 
shown. Remaining talent hasn’t 
been set yet, but Gregory is hud- 
dling on casting with CBS-TV exec 
v.p. in charge of programs, Hub- 
bell Robinson, in New York. Show 
will originate from Gotham, with 
Gregory as producer and Dick 
Lewine, web’s exec producer in 
N. Y., as supervisor. 








+ 
? 


Goodwin Ankles Par for Fulltime 
DuM Role; Deal to Buy KTLA Off 





Ixnay on the Ansco 

In these days of product and 
sponsor conflicts, even the 
most innocent promotion tie-in 
can result in trouble. Latest 
example f& a tie-in between Ed 
Sullivaf and Ziff-Davis’ Popu- 
lar Photography mag, in which 
Sullivan will pick “the most 
photogenic girl in the world” 
and introduce her on his Aug. 
4 show. Magazine's end of the 
promotion will be the en- 
closure of a separate color 
slide for all readers in its Sep- 
tember issue, plus a feature on 
the competition. 

But the mischief lies in the 
fact that the girl was photo- 
graphed on the new Super 
Anscochrome (with Ansco get- 
ting much of the play in the 
promotion), while starting in 
the fall, Sullivan's new alter- 
nate-week sponsor will be East- 
man Kodak. 


CBS-TV Dropping 


Sat. Aft. Gridcasts, 
‘Expanding Hockey 


in several 
college 











the first time 
CBS-TV plans no 


| For 


| years, 

| football telecasts or roundups on 
Saturday afternoon next fall, al- 
|/though the web will continue to 
telecast professional footbz” on 
Sundays on a regional basis. In- 


stead of the Saturday grid entries, 
the network will move up the start- 
ing date of its pro hockey tele- 
casts to November, a month earlier 
than usual, with the month of Oc- 


exclusive on national telecasts of 
college football via its contract 
with the NCAA (and also planning 
some regional telecasts as well), 
CBS-TV is frozen out of the na- 
tional picture and is limited in any 
regional telecasting. Last year, the 
web telecast a football scoreboard 
out of a studio, but this wasn’t very 


to repeat it this season. 


On the other hand, both pro foot- 
(Continued on page 40) 


CBS-TV Salesmen Get 
Hot Flash From Boss: 
Sell Off ‘Perry Mason’ 


With virtually all its fal] sponsors 
locked in, CBS-TV’s sales. dperation 
this week ordered its entire staff to 





ing half of _ “Perry Mason” 
series. That looms as the web's 
only major problem area for the 
fall, and all the network's salesmen 
have been alerted to the “top prior- 
ity” status on the show, with orders 
to drop everything else. 

Actually, however, there's little 
else to occupy them, other than 
daytime. Web has Saturdays at 
10:30 open (though there's a pos- 
sibility Hazel Bishop may stay 
through the fall with Jimmy Dean 
in that spot), Tuesdays at 10:30, 
half of Thursday at 8, half of Fri- 
day at 7:30 and all of Sunday at 6 
still available. That's a total of 


sides the “Mason” slot. 


in time & talent billings involved, 


the show and has only half sold (to 
Purex). For another, CBS execs 


Como is about the toughest job in 
television today. But against this 
is set the fact the web made the 
Purex deal much earlier and more 
|easily than it expected and that 
j history may repeat itself. 





tober blank in the sports calendar. | 
With NBC-TV holding down the 


successful, and there are no plans | 


concentrate on selling the remain- | 


since CBS is already committed to| 


Bernard Goodwin has quit Para- 
mount Pictures unexpectedly for a 
fulltime post with DuMont Broad- 
casting, and the DuMont board of 
directors has decided against ac- 
quisition of Paramount's Los An- 


geles tv station, KTLA, for the 
foreseeable future. 
These events, coupled with 


others, have seriously stalled Para- 
mount’s progress as a tv power. 

| Goodwin has served as prexy of 
DuMont for two years, but he re- 





ceived his only salary from Par. 
|The Hollywood major owned a 
| 26.6% interest in DuMont Broad- 
easting and placed Goodwin in 
| charge. 

| KTLA, owned entirely by the 
| film company, was to be sold to 
|DuMont for between 700,006 and 
| 800,000 new shares of DuMont 
| stock. At 800.000 shares, Par 


|}would have had better than 49% 
| of DuMont, and ‘possessed nearly 
absolute control of the broadcast- 
jing company, and at 700,000 
|shares, it would have still pre- 
served a. working control. 

| By failure to sell KTLA to Du- 
| Mont, Par lost a chance to consgli- 


date its tv holdings under one 
roof, and, more important, its 
stock contro! in DuMont was low- 
ered instead of raised. It is now 


down to 23% of DuMont or less, 
| because some 150,000 shares were 
paid to new shareholders recently, 
watering down Par's share. 

Goodwin, as an office primarily 
of Paramount, was boss over 
KTLA. Now that he moves over 
to DuMont, he leaves Par without 
a New York command for the L. A. 
station. It’s expected, however, 
that KTLA chief Lou Arnold will 
do his reporting hereafter to Paul 
Raibourn, Par veep. 

DuMont board last week decid- 
ed, after several weeks of plan- 
ning and negotiation, to drop the 
KTLA acquisition plan “for the 
|time being.” None of the Du- 
(Continued on page 40) 





Lever Still Needs 
40-Min. Musical 


With Lever Bros. deciding once 
and for all to drop “Lux Video 
Theatre” and to concentrate on 
finding a new half-hour musical for- 
mat now that it has succeeded in 
cutting its NBC-TV Thursday night 
commitment to a half-hour in the 
10 to 10:30 spot, Soap outfit hasn't 
yet been able to come up with a 
format or a persenality for the 
show. 

One possibility discussed was 
Rosemary Clooney, but other com- 
mitments by the singer got in the 
way. Understood Lever is now try- 
ing to bring back to life the pro- 
posed Gordon MacRae half-hovr 
| which it was considering at miis- 
| season but which never reached the 
| finalization stage. MacRae has been 
| cour on “Lux Video” for the past 





couple of seasons and did a quar- 
ter-hour musical for Lever a cou- 
| ple of seasons ago on NBC. 

| 


TOM KNODE BACK T0 
NBC, THIS TIME V.P. 


Tom Knode is rejoining NBC's 
station relations setup with the title 
|}of v.p., station relations. He'll re- 
port to Harry Bannister, who con- 








, : jtinues as bossman with the title 
only two nighttime house open, be- | o¢ v.p. in charge of station rela- 
‘tions, but who'll cut down on his 
Latter is a matter of some con-| activities between now and his re- 
cern for the network, however. For| tirement in two years. Don Mercer 
one thing, there's some $5,000,000/ continues as director of station 
| relations, operating under Knode. 


Official designation of Knode as 
a veep won't come till next Friday 


| (12), when the NBC board meets 
concede that selling against Perry! and elects him to the pot. That's 
|a mere formality, however, with 
| Knode’s cycle of NBC-to-Ed Petry- 


to NBC now complete. Knode an- 
kled the Petry firm as v.p. in 


| charge of television several weeks 
| ago. 
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Everybody Out on Location These 
Days to Hypo Vidfilm Entries 


Location shooting in telefilms has +- 


come into its own, with crews shoot- 
ing new projects in locales varying 
from the harbors of the U.S., to the 
capitals of Europe, to the African 
jungle. 

Fewer skeins are confining them- 
selves to interiors with occasional 
outside shots. More and more, in 





‘Leisure-Time’ Series 


Derel Producing Associates has 





| started production on a “leisure- 


time activities” series'of 39 filmed 
episodes, with Rod Warren, who 
formerly headed the “Grantland 
Rice Sportlights” producing unit, | 





order to hypo interest, the locale 
is switched to the outdoors, be it | 
Nairobi or Paris. 

To get added production values 
with on-the-scene shooting, “New 
Adventures of Martin Kane” and | 
“New Adventures of Charlie Chan” 
have Europe as a back-drop. Loca- 
tion shooting is heavy on “Captain 
David Grief.” Ditto “African Pat- 
rol” and “Harbor Command,” 

As one heavy buyer of syndicated 
telefilms put it, today’s tv audiences 
no longer are satisfied with the 
chase being confined to a narrow 
street bloek, the studio variety, with 
the hero and killer shooting it out 
between narrow walis, The action- 
adventure fan wants more scerfte, 
open areas, 

Some of the recent commercial 
syndicated hits. “Silent Service,” 
“Whirlybirds” and “Men of Anna- 
polis” catered tothe lure of the 
outdoors. Others highlighting the 
location shooting are cn their way, 
including, in addition te those pre- 
viously mentioned, “Harbor Com- 
mand” and “Sword of Freedom.” 

But along with the location 
shooting, for a commercial prop- 
erty, there also must be that 
accompanying yarn, for those in 
the documentary vein, although 
they may be pictorially as interest- 
ing, or even superior, do not 
register commercially as well. 


OG Changes Mind 
On Multi Ziv Deal 


P. Lorillard-Old Gold has bowed 
out of a discussed multi-market 
deal, initially touted to encompass 
about 50 markets, with Ziv. The 
two Ziv series which were under 
discussion, but for which Old Gold 
never came through, are “New Ad- 
ventures of Martin Kane” and 
“Highway Command.” 

With Old Gold out of the pic- 
ture, Ziv has been selling the 
shows to other sponsors and sta- 
tions. Old Gold has taken “Mar- 
tin Kane” for only one market, 
Pittsburgh. 


WBZ-TV STOCKS UP 
ON FEATURE LIBRARY 


Boston, July 2. 

WBZ-TV inked a third of a 
million dollar deal this frame for 
172 films for addition to the well 
stacked library. Included in the 
buy were 70 Columbia films from 
Screen Gems, 50 20th films, from 
NTA and 52 post-1948 UA films, 
first major film package containing 
such recent productions. 

WBZ program manager Herbert 
B. Cahan said the new films will be 
shown early this fall and will be 
programmed on ali the station’s 
feature film shows, “Boston Movie- 
time,” Monday though Friday at 








assigned as producer. 
Negotiations are underway for a 
top-name sports personality to both 
host and narrate the half-hour 
skein which will be produced on lo- 
cation throughout the U. S. 





OVERSEAS PRESS CLUB 
(Exclusive) 
With Claude Dauphin, 


Richard 
Thorp, Zena Howard, Hugh Mil- 
ler, Jack McNaughton, James Du- 


renforth, Ferdy Mayne, Wolf 
Frees, Dennis Edwards, Stanley 
Meadows, Robert Crewson, 
Writer: Guy Morgan 
Director: Edward Sutherland 
Producer: David MacDonald 
30 Mins., Sat. 7:30 p.m. 
ABC-TV, from Birmingham 
The Overseas Press Club series, 
filmed by Bernard Luber in Eu- 
rope, is taken from the files of top 
correspondents who cover the 


Nothing to Fear But Features 


Cincinnati, July 2. 


Time was when the underdog station in a market used feature 
films to compete with network and syndicated entries on the com- 
petitive stations. Now, with most stations using feature film, the 
trick is to top features with other features. 

Ed Weston, assistant general manager of WCPO-TV here, ap- 
pears to have found at least one formula. Long plagued by the 
late-night supremacy of the “Home Theatre” feature film showcase 
on WKRC-TV, Weston tried everything including syndicated strips 
until he came up with the idea of using specialized features— 
mystery films. He bought the Screen Gems “Hollywood Mystery 
Parade” package and slotted them earlier than but overlapping 
with “Home Theatre” and then sat back to watch. 

Results, actording to Nielsen: 
for the first-week rating of 48.1% over the previous eight-week 

Nielsen average for the time periods, with a comparable drop of 
44.4% for WKRC-TV. Better still, an average Nielsen of 7.7 for 
“Mystery Theatre vs. 6.9 for the competing “Home Theatre.” 


an average weeknight increase 





worldwide scene for the U.S. press. 


| The story reviewed was an original 
| by Frank Jerome of the European 
|News Service of the New York 
/Times. He becomes the narrator 
|providing the intro for the yarn, 





| : 


TPA Going Places 


25% of CBS’ TV Film Sales From 


On Filmed Com s 


Television Program of America’s 
commercial tv division, under the | 
aegis of recently appointed Waily | 
Gould, has tacked off about $90,000 | 
in new biz the past six weeks, and 
indications point to a spiralling 
growth in that area for the telefilm 
outfit. 

Over the six-week span, which | 
coincides with Gould's moveover 
from Guild, TPA has delivered 26 
filmed commercials, six one-minute 
and six 20-second spots for Tintair | 
and four one-minute and four i 
second spots for Harrison Labora- 
tories, in addition to four spots for | 
Nestle-Lamour and two for Alcoa 
Aluminum, 

TPA, which recently activated a 
mobile tv commercial film unit, 
also is holding talks with a wide 
array of national advertisers seek- 
ing “on location” shooting for lo- | 
cal placing by dealers. Plan also | 
encompasses TPA cameras moving > 
in on the local scene at same time | 
and doing work for local sponsors 
of TPA syndicated shows. 


IDEAL TOY COIN FOR 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE PIX 


Ideal Toy, via Grey Advertising, 
has inked a deal with National 
Telefilm Associates for from four 
to nine Shirley Temple pix from 
the 20th-Fox catalog, which are 
to be placed in some 60 markets. 

Purchase details of which still are 
being worked out, keynotes Ideal’s 
plans to put out a new Shirley 
Temple doll. It also comes amidst 
plans by Henry Jaffe and Screen | 
Gems to present hourlong fairy 
tales, to star the grown-up Shirley 
Temple, and to be presented about 
once every three weeks starting in 
January. 

It was the Shirley Temple doll | 
in the 1930's which saved Ideal | 
from near bankruptcy. 

















Irving Moore’s SG Slot | Ps 


Hollywood, July 2. | 


as well as offering the basic story. 
Other distinguished international 





Overseas; Lucy 





correspondents have supplied the | 
story material for other subjects 
in the skein, 

The principal feature of this se- | 
ries is that the stories make an 


unusual dramatic impact, aimed to 
Bentley” series, toplining John 


prove that very frequently truth : 
: sks Forsythe, is Jerry Hopper, assigned 
is stranger than fiction. The first last week by producer Harry 


in the series, describing the ad-| Ackerman. 
ventures of a resistance officer who Hopper starts on 26 “Bentley”- 
impersonated a Nazi Gauleiter in | segments after he completes cur- 
Norway, was a vivid example; and | rent chore of C. V. Whitney’s “The 


| Jerry Hopper Assigned 
To ‘Bentley’ Series 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Director for new Revue “Uncle 


the current story of a former war 
ace, turne’i Trappist monk, is in 
the same .ey. 

The story of the monk of Chi- 
may as related by Frank Jerome, 
describes the way in which a Bri- 
tish pilot, shot down by the Luft- 
waffe, was saved by the members 
of a monastery and given the chance 
to fly again. It proved to be an ex- 
citing and dramatic yarn, hypoed 
by the realization that it had a fac- 
tual background. 

Production qualities helped to 
create the realistic atmosphere and 
a reliable cast, headed by Claude 
Dauphin, turned in believable per- 
formances. Guy Morgan’s screen- 
play helped to maintain the tense 
atmosphere, which was aided by 
the expert production by David 
MacDonald. Edward Sutherland’s 
direction leads the allround tech- 
nical credits. Myro, 


KTRK-TV’S 2006 
BUNDLE OF VIDPIX 


Houston, July 2. 

The afternoon schedule for 
KTRK-TV will undergo a change 
this week, with eight half-hour 
filmed series replacing two filmed 
movie series. The brand new 
$200,000 package of filmed shows 
includes six series of programs, first 
run films with the exception of 
“Paris Precint,” “I Spy” and 





| “Sherlock Holmes.” ° 


Others include a complete new 
t of “Liberace” programs; “Joe 
Palooka,” with Joe Kirkwood; Ella 
Raines in “Janet Dean”; Betty 


Pare Oil Dickers 
Grid Playbacks 


Chicago, July 2, 

Pure Oil Co., which in recent 
seasons sponsored live football tele- 
casts of the Big Ten Conference 
games, may switch to filmed play- 
backs this fall. Company is close to 
completing the purchase of “Big 
Ten Football Highlights” telefilms 
for 19 midwest markets. 

Thirteen-week series is a round- 
up of the top four games of the 
week in the conference, with Chick 
Hearn narrating. Package is meant 
for Sept. 24. Film is produced by 
Sports TV Inc. of Hollywood, and 
Pure Oil deal is being negotiated 
mtg through Al Levine of Sport- 

e. 


Colgate Buys ‘Thin Man,’ 
To Share in Residuals 


The on and off-again negotia- 
tions by Coigate for Metro-TV’s 
first telefilm entry “The Thin 
| Man” has now been consummated, 
| with Colgate, under terms of the 
| deal, sharing in the residuals. 

Colgate will slot the Peter Law- 
ford, Phyllis Kirk starrer from 
|9:30 to 10 p.m., on NBC-TV. Deal, 








Irving Moore, for 10 years an| White in“Life with Elizabeth” and| which still has to be formalized 


assistant director at Columbia, has 
been upped to a director's spot at 


Gertrude Berg in ‘“‘Molly.” 
To introduce the shows, KTRK- 


| Screen Gems, studio’s tv subsid. | TV will try a new programing plan. 
| SG toppre Irving Briskin has | Station will run the same shows 
|handed Moore as his first assign-| once in the mornings, and once in 
ments, two segments of “Tales of the afternoon, for the benefit of 
the Texas Rangers” vidfilm series | viewers who missed the early run- 
starring Willard Parker and Harry lning. All changes take place in the 





into contract form, carries a 
residual profit-sharing provision, 
under which Colgate gets a per- 
eentage of the residual returns up 
to $10,000 per episode. 





Allentown, Pa., Radio 
Station Sold for 225G 





s ? moa : = Lauter. Moore began workin t | 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. time seg- 
4:45 p.m all u ga Pp e@ seg 
day ee Bg oe bis one - 20 years ago as a messenger ment and replaces “Afternoon Film 
“Hollywood Playhouse,” Sunday | y- Festival. 

through Friday at 1 p.m.; “Satur-| 

day Movietime,” Saturday at 5:30 |4 


p.m, and “Pleasure Playhouse,” | 
Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Last fall, WBZ-TV bought a big 
package of WB films, and only last | 


TV Film 





Chatter 











week the tv station lopped off the 

“Tonight” show in favor of films; pobert I. Kronenber. rez of 
from their WB library. Also in the Manhattan Filins iaternstionsl, just 
works with acquisition of the WB returned te Los Angeles from | 
films was a deal with Bette Davis, five-week trip covering 15 Latin | 
who resides in nearby Maine, to| American countries . . Wally | 
hostess emcee her films, but it is| Gould, head of Television Pro- | 


understood nothing has yet been! grams of America’s commercial tv 
worked out. | department, leaves for Coast today 
WBZ-TV top brass traveled to,(Wed.) for confabs with Leon 
Portland, Me. to meet with the film| Fromkess, TPA’s production head. 
star last fall end talked a deal which | - . . Vivian Lori, who has done 
was to be consumated this summer | Many tv film commercials, now in 
on the filmster’s return from Holiy-| Summer stock, playing “Babe” in 
wood where she was committed to} bee a Game,” at Skenea- 
ims. was s ‘-— . 

Davis ite orice, tenemanaea woe B. Daiten, ee = 
a week, was more than the Hub/p) V network sales, joined CBS 
Film Sales as an account exec in 








station wanted to shell out. Present! the NY. office... Jan Miner com- 
Status of the deal seems to be that pleted a series of RCA commercials | 
if Miss Davis will take less, the| with Vaughn Monroe... Zel deCyr | 
station will go for It. did the voices on a Flav-R Straws 





commercial for Ruthrauff & Ryan 
and on a Chiquita Banana (United 
Fruit) blurb for BBD&O ... Allen 
Swift handled the voice roles in 
“Gaston Le Grayon,” new, Terry- 
toons cartoon slated for 20th-Fox 
theatrical distribution, and also a 
Nestea commercial for Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample. 

Robert Manby, v.p. in charge of 
RKO Television, vacationing .. . 
Don Morrow narrated latest U.S. 
government documentary, on the 
new African state of Ghana... 
Kevin O’Morrison, who appeared 
as the heavy in eight recently com- 
pleted episodes in Guild Films’ 
“Captain David Grief” series, plays 
the lead in “A View From the 
Bridge,” week cf Aug. 12-17 at 
_ Robin Hood Theatre, Arden, 
del. 


Allenton, Pa., July 2. 

Radio Station WAEB in Allentown 
has been sold to Good Neighbor 
| Stations, Inc., for a reported price 
| of $225,000. FCC approval of the 
| sale will be asked. 

WEAB went on the air April 15, 
1949, as an ABC affiliate. It be- 
came an independent station in 
1953, broadcasting music, news and 
sports. It carries baseball games 
and also football and basketball 
games. The owners are Howard 
Wasserman, Haverford, Pa.; Judge 
Morgan Davis, Philadelphia, and 
Sam Smith, owner of WFLN-FM, 
Philadelphia. 








Barton to ‘Spin & Marty’ 
Hollywood, July 2. 

Charles Barton has been set by 
Walt Disney to direct new batch 
of quarter-hour “Spin and Mar- 
ty” televpix for ABC-TV “Mickey 
Mouse Club” series. 

Barton will helm 24 stanzas, 
starring Tim Considine and David 
Stollery. 








All Over the Globe 


——¢ The foreign gross from telefilms 


account for from 20 to 25% of the 
total gross of CBS Television Film 
Seles, which; currently has skeins 
running in some 16 foreign mar- 
kets. 

CBS skeins have solid represen- 
tation in such markets as Canada, 
Australia, England, Italy, Sweden, 
Cuba, Japan, Luxembourg, Philip- 
pines, Puerto Rico and Venezuela. 
“I Love Lucy,” one of the popular 
series, is running in the four cor- 
ners of the world—aAustralia, Eng- 
land, Manila, Venezuela and 
Japan. 

The 20 to 25% figure for CBS 
Television Films sales is similar to 
the current domestic-foreign ratio 
for Television Programs of Amer- 
ica, which also includes the Cana- 
dian market. 


‘Aerial Holiday’ 
As Telepix Series 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Golden Arrow productions has 
been formed by actor Thad Swift, 
businessman Samuel Anderson and 


flying service operator Frederick 
Murplty, to lens travelog telepix 
series, “Aerial Holiday.” Norman 
Rice drfws directorial and co- 
writer chores on colerfilmed pilto, 
to roll this week at Apple Valley 
resort. 

Airline hostess Lois Rayson has 
been set to portray Swift’s wife, 
who will also star in series, with 
Thad Jr. also to appear. Plans are 
to lens future segments abroad, as 
well as in U. S., possibly with pro- 
motional tieup with airplane manu- 
facturer. 


Telefilm Followup 


0. Henry Playhouse 

“Emancipation of Billy” (“O. Hen- 
ry Playhouse”) tells of the regen- 
eration of a Huey Long type po- 
litico through his son’s right think- 
ing. Thesping by James Bell as 
the “Guvenor” and Tom Coley as 
his reform-minded offspring are 
okay within limited demands. 

With a turning worm twist, the 
boy who hears himself repeatedly 
referred to as a lightweight, living 
under the shadow of a great man, 
makes the grade in the finale as 
a crusader. The expose of the old 
man and his eventual seeing the 
light lacks punch and makes for a 
weak finale. 

The trial at which the politician- 
boss admits the crime, but demes 
the guilt, might have hypoed the 
tale. But this is told with an ex- 
position bridge by Thomas Mit- 
chell as the homey understanding 
O. Henry delivering his informa-° 
tion to a straight man crony. 

This is accompanied wth “to- 
get - back - to-the-story” breaks 
which give the feeling of an up- 
coming commercial. Three of these 
interruptions. by Mitchell, plus a 
trio of commercials chop the 30- 
minute story in jumpy segments, 
The sets give a static effect with 
the rooms in thé father’s and son’s 
homes almost devoid of contrast. 
Action consists of taking a seat or 
walking a few steps about a table. 
Series is produced by Gross- 
Krasne. Gagh. 
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Katz Vs. ‘Madison Ave. Mirage 


Sales ammunition for the use of spot television, via the buying 
of half-hour telefilms, has been organized into a booklet, titled 
“How to Make a TV Half-Hour Work Overtime,” by the Katz 
Agency, one of the largest spot tv agencies in the field. Some of 
the arguments are telling ones, many of them reasons for the 
growing number of national advertisers now using telefilm on a 
spot basis throughout the country. 

Programming telefilms on a spot basis is urged for reasons of 
advertising economy, flexibility and effectiveness. Katz in its book- 
let calls the factor of network prestige a “Madison Avenue mi- 
rage,” contending, with more network shows going on film, most 
viewers don’t know whether a film show is network or non-net- 


worked in origin. 


In the cost area, booklet compares a 60-market spot program 
buy with a 100-market network buy, pointing to the lower cost of 
spot purchases in comparison and to the possibility of a greater 
number of viewing opportunities growing out of proper spot 


utilization of “overlap” areas. 


Presentation also stresses the availability of stars of telefilms 
for commercials, the experience of a roster of national sponsors 
riding spot, the desirability of a local tie-ins with dealers, the 
quality of syndicated programs and the popularity of its stars, 
the ability te clear local time for a show, and other factors. 





NTA’s Big Spot ‘Exquisite’ Barter, 
But No Bra Exposure for Kids 


Spurred by the national bartered + 


spot ride International Latex is 
having with RKO theatricals, via 
Matty Fox’s C & C Super, Exqui- 
site Form Bra has entered into a 
projected deal with National Tele- 
film Associates. 

At this stage, contract is similar 
ot a letter of intent, with NTA 
pledging to explore feasibility of 
terms. 

The deal, negotiated via Grey 
Advertising, calls for placement by 
NTA of spots throughout country, 
with NTA using features and half- 
hour telefilms from its catalog to 
barter spots for programming with 
stations. Under the deal, NTA 
reportedly must deliver a potential 
of 95% of U.S. tv homes within a 
three-month period, the starting 
point of which is sometime before 
the end of the year. It’s understood 
bra outfit has put limitations on 
the time periods for its spots. Said 
to be ruled out for bra exposures 
are the late afternoon kiddie time, 
early morning and very late at 
night periods. Deal with NTA 
runs over a two-year period, with 
Exquisite estimating it will average 
seven spots a day, seven days a 
week over the length of the con- 
tract. 

NTA will not 20th-Fox product 
for barter arrangements. 

Bra firm, apparently feeling the 
competition of the International 
Latex campaign via the RKO feat- 
ures, also has other factors spur- 
ring the tv splurge—which also 
encompasses three or four specs 
next season on the nets, with about 
$1,000,000 in the kitty for the net 
project. Past three years, outfit 
has built its production, distribu- 
tion and sales force for the national 
sell now envisioned. 


‘Tonight’ for Pix 
Houston, July 2. 

KPRC-TYV will begin nightly film 

telecasts Monday as part of the 

general expansion of the station's 


programming of top quality motion 
pictures, Jack Harris, veepee and 





general manager of KPRC and 
KPRC-TV, has announced. 
Pix on the new series, “Late 


Movie Date,” will run from 10:40 
p.m. to midnight Monday through 
Fridays. Series will replace the 
live NBC-TV series “Tonight.” 

June Terry, singer, will be mis- 
tress of ceremonies on the pro- 
grams Monday to Thursdays and 
model Gaylynn Baker will be host- 
ess on Fridays. 

KPRC-TV has ecquired a group 
of 96 20th releases, some of which 
will be telecast on “Late Movie 
Date.” There are 15 color films in 
the group and these will be tele- 
cast in tint. 


. sabes 

















23 For ‘Big 50’ 
National Telefilm Associates’ | 


“Big Fifty” package, kicked off | 
about two weeks ago with the | 
WCBS-TV, NY. deal, now has been | 
sold in 23 markets. 

In addition to the four-station 
Storer purchase, other stations 
inking for the latest 20th-Fox pix 
include: WBZ-TV, Boston; KNXT, | 
Los Angeles; WPFH, Wilmington- 
Philadelphia; WKRC-TV, Cincin- | 
nati; WJW-TV, Cleveland; WJKB- | 
TV, Detroit; WTVJ, Miami; | 
WFBM-TV, Indianapolis; WTVN- | 
TV, Columbus; WAGA-TV, At-| 
lanta; WBEN-TV, Buffalo and) 
WFGA-TV, Jacksonville, Fla. 


UA’s $3,000,000 
Biz on Post- 48's; 
N.Y. Bottleneck 


United Artists-TV, making some 
good headway with its new feature 
package of 52, appears to be run- 
ning into a-price bottleneck in the 
New York market. 

Reportedly, the asking price in 
New York for the package, all post- 
48s and headlined by “Moulin 
Rouge,” “African Queen,” “Sud- 
denly,” “Red River” and “Night of 
the Hunter,” is about $17,000 per | 
pic, a deluxe price tag. 

UA TV, in about four weeks of | 
active selling, has racked up some | 
40 markets, many smaller ones, for | 
a gross of nearly $3,000,000. Buy- 
ing the package were WBZ, Boston; 
WCAU, Philadelphia; WTOP, 
Washington; KNXT, Los Angeles; 
WFAA, Dallas, with sales clicked 
off in Galveston, Denver and 
Miami, among others. 


Philly, Pitt. Sales On 
Soldiers of Fortune’ 


MCA TV, after selling 78 epi- 
sodes of “Soldiers of Fortune” to 
WPIX, N. Y., moved along and 
inked station deals for the skein 
with WPFH-TV, Philadelphia, a 
Storer outlet, and KDKA-TV 
Pittsburgh, a Westinghouse station. 

Series, held on a national spot 
basis by Seven Up for the past two 
years, now is being put into gen- 
eral release, with starting dates for 
the reruns slated for the fall. 

















4 New MCA TV Veeps 
Hollywood, July 2. 
Four new veepees have’ been 
elected to MCA TV Ltd. 
Quartet include Jerry Gersh- 
win, Martin Kummer, Danny 
Welkes and Jerry Zeitman. ' 





PROGRAMS BEGIN 
TO LOOK ALIKE 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


With the networks scheduling 
solid blocks of bread and butter 
programming for the new fall sea- 
son, the spread dividing network 
and syndicated programming con- 
tent is growing less and less. 

The development of narrowing 
the division between syndicated 
and network programming, which 
has been going on for a number of 
years, but now is accentuated, car- 
ries with it a number of significant 
implications, many of which are fa- 
vorable toward syndicated films 
and in the long run looks unfavor- 
able to the present network struc- 
ture. 

Granted that currently there are 
many areas syndicated films cannot 


compete with network shows, in | 


terms of similar programming. 
News and special events are a vivid 
example, and there are meny oth- 
ers. (But the dissimilar programs 
do compete ratingwise), And grant- 
ed comes the new season, the bread 
and butter week-in-week-out eve- 
ning routine of the nets will be 
broken with an unprecedented 
number of specials. But it’s the 
week-in-and-week-out network pro- 
gramming schedule, a majority of 
it on film, which will be bucking 
the syndicated filmed shows. In a 
four-station market, it will be a 
networked “Wells Fargo” opposed 
to a syndicated western such as 
“Sheriff of Cochise.” It will be 
a network filmed meller, opposed 


| to a syndicated half-hour filmed 


meller, and right down the line 


| when it comes in the area of action- 


adventure. 
Affiliates Hold Answer 
Calling the foregoing competi- 
tion horizontal, there also is verti- 
cal competition within a tv station. 
The networked filmed half-hours 
will be competing in a sense with 


‘syndicated half-hours the station 


buys for non-retwork time—and 
when an afffliate station can buy 
similar programming on its own, or 
as effective, audience-wise, its de- 
pendence on the network for pro- 
gramming and ad revenues di- 
minishes. Rumbling signs of this 
new affiliate independence is scat- 
tered throughout the country. 
What has happened over the 
past year, with the demise of a 
large number of networked one- 
hour live dramas, the axing of such 
comics as Jackie Gleason and Sid 
Caesar, with the networks and 
agencies virtually living on the 
cost-per-thousand formula, is fewer 
regular Tiffany shows plahned on 
the level of “Playhouse 90,” slated 
for week-in-week-out exposure. 
There is nothing in syndication to 
compare to a one-hour live drama 
by a Reginald Rose or a Rod Ser- 
ling—other than perhaps the fea- 
ture films. Because of economic 
reasons and other factors, there 
isn’t a Gleason or Caesar riding the 
syndication route. (Gleason even- 
tually will with his “Honeymoon- 


(Continued on page 40) 


VIDFILM SERIES ON 
CAP RECORDS ‘BOZO’ 


Hollywood, July 2. 

In an extraordinary deal, Larry 
Harmon has acquired exclusive tv 
rights to Capitol Records’ “Bozo 
the Clown” property and _ will 
shortly launch a half-hour vidfilm 
pilot which he will star in as well 
as produce. 

Although no details given, it’s 
understood that no money changed 
hands in the transaction. Harmon 
got the okay to go ahead in return 
for producing the pilot at his own 
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Jos. Bailey to Ziv 


Joseph W. Bailey, formerly pro- 
duction supervisor of “Robert 
| Montgomery Presents” and with a 
| wide background in radio and tv 
| joins Ziv as a business affairs exec, 
| He is due to take up his new 
duties in mid-July after returning 
| from a Mexican holiday. 

Prior to the war, after a career 
with his father’s law firm, Bailey 
| was with the Louis G, Cowan or- 
| ganization from 1939 to 1942, man- 
aging the “Quiz Kids” show. After 
the war he was with Grey adver- 
| tising as manager of the agency's 
|radio and tv department, moving 
over with Robert Montgomery 
when the latter entered tv produc- 
tion. 


Fear Legjam On 
TV Com’ Filming: 
Keep It in NY. 


Delay in firming up fall tv pro- 
gram schedules which held up 
normal spring production of com- 
|mercials, will result in the big- 
gest jam of film activity in years. 
|Peak activity for tv commercial 
| film producers over the course of 
ithe summer and fall is predicted 
by Harold E. Wondsel, prez of 
Film Producers Assn. 

FPA, representing companies 
that produce the bulk of indus- 
trial and tv commercial film in 
the east, in light of the forecast 
is in the midst of a campaign to 
keep television film commercial 
production in New York. FPA, 
harnessing new members, has 
ticked off the following compa- 











nies: Thomas Craven Film, De- 
picto Films, Elliott, Unger & 
Elliot, Filmways, Fletcher Smith 


Productions, Roger Wade Produc- 
tions, and the _ recently-formed 
Wondse!, Carlisle & Dunphy. 


* East coast television film pro- 


ducers operating in New York 
| were urged by Elia Kazan to join 
hands with motion picture inter- 
ests and others in getting better 
cooperation from city authorities. 
The producer contrasted the help 
of authorities in other cities in the 
filming of “A Face in ‘he Crowd” 
jwith the “awful ti nent” re- 
ceived by the production crew in 
New York City. 

Kazan's .plea to the National 
Television Film Council came as 
the Film Producers Assn, called 
for the revision of “antiquated” 
city fire ordinances. Both the 
NFTC and FPA are engaged in a 


{campaign to keep telefilm produc- 


tion, mainly commercial filming, in 
the east. 
Kazan felt that neither slogans, 


nor appeals to sentiment will 
“keep them in the east.” In mo- 
tion picture production, he went 


on, it isn't a matter of keeping 
them, but getting them to come 
east. Kazan, whose recent pic- 
tures have been done on location 
away from’ Hollywood, called for 
the formation of some sort of 
pressure group to get more en- 
couragement from City Hall to 
|film in New York. He said pro- 
ducers such as himself and NFTC 
members have a common interest 
and with the help of perhaps other 
| groups, they could present a com- 
mon front and win the coopera- 
| tion of city officials. 

He said the major studios in 
Hollywood are fighting for their 
lives to economically justify the 
huge studio operation, crediting 
that factor for the entrance of 
Metro and Warner Bros, into the 
commercial tv field. He scorned 
| the sight he had witnessed on the 
}main Metro lot, the size of which 
jin the past demanded such ex- 
| travaganzas as “Ben Hur,” now be- 
ing utilized—a little corner of the 
huge lot, that is—for a one-minute 
| commercial. 





| 
j 


“Honeymooners 
wa Gr ierrtecs we, Ut Syndication 


another tv commercials workshop, | 

a presentation for industrial film! After holding out for a possible 
buyers, work on a code of fair | network sale for a couple of weeks, 
practices, revision of New York | CRS-TV turned the Jackie Gleason 
City’s fire ordinances, and other “Honeymooners” package over to 


matters. : 
| its CBS Television Film Sales last 


reek =f mndication. Subsid 

Texas Oil Coin Being hele oat ‘es aol 9 ode 

Si I has set the show in 16 markets in- 
eaamainerts ternate week basis. 


cluding eight for Clairol on an al- 
“Honeymooners” was bought by 
|Ronzoni Macaroni and Clairol for 
Hollywood, July 2. ‘New York (WRCA-TV), Philadel- 
Authors & Players Co. is being| phia (WRCV) and New Haven 
reactivated by Wiliam Kozlenko,|(MNHC-TV). Clairol also bought 
story editor at Revue Productions, | i. ae = ony - coal alt 
for production of theatrical films| Buffalo. fer. - eieopalone 
and telefilms. Sidney Pink, South- Web bought “Honeymooners” 
land theatre owner and film pro-|from Gleason several weeks ago 
ducer, is associated with him in the | for $750,000, but was undecided be- 
project. ttween turning the Electronicam- 
New company claims it has bank- produced pix over to Film Sales or 
rolling from a group of Texas oil! attempting a network rerun sale 
men and has already optioned two |a la “I Love Lucy.” Network turned 
new telefilm series, “Shock” and/|the films over to Film Sales three 
“Adventures Into the Unknown,“ weeks ago, then pulled them back 
to be produced here and abroad. /at the last minute for another try, 
Negotiations are also underway to but couldn't put through a sale. 
buy a tome, “Star in the Dust,” for 
a feature film which would be 
written, directed and produced by 
Kozlenko. 








Dick Irving Tapped 





| Authors & Players was originally For Spillane Series 


expense. Part of the deal gives| set up by Kozlenko and Pink three 
him control of commercial tieups| years ago to operate as a reper- 
for integration with eventual spon-| tory company, with screen and film 


sors. 
“Bozo” is one of the five alltime 
top selling disk properties. In the 
last eight years, more than 6,000,- 
000 records have been sold. In 
the licensing field, retail sales of 
Bozo toy items amounted to 
around $2,000,000 in 1952 and have 
i become a staple in the mar- 
et, 


| Stars to guest in rotating roles, but 
| because of difference in policy 
| between them and other members 
of the organization all activity was 
suspended. In addition to film and. 
tv, A&P plans to initiate a reper- 
tory theatre for development of 
new acting, writing and directing, 
for tv and pix, with Kozlenko su- 
pervising, é ; A 


Dick Irving, vet motion picture 
and tv director, has been selected 
by Revue Productions to direct the 


new Mickey Spillane series for 
MCA TV. His most recent assign- 
ment for Revue has been “State 


Trooper.” 

Irving returned to Hollywood 
from New York, where he screened 
actors for the lead role. Other 
tests will be made on the Coast. 
oe is slated to start in 
uly. 
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SPEAKING of 1957... 


WHAT WAS TRUE 20 YEARS AGO 
IS STILL TRUE, only much more so... 


THE TOP 20 ADVERTISING AGENCIES OF TWO 
DECADES AGO BILLED $50,267,216.83. THAT 
WAS FOR RADIO ALONE. 

THE TOP 20 IN 1956 HAD A. COMBINED 
TOTAL OF $789,700,000. RADIO AND TELEVI- 
SION BILLINGS. 















® Top, Middle and Bottom Agencies-- 


VARIETY ’S got ‘em. Had ’em from 
way back. 


° VARIETY is the only paper with 
everything for the BIG and LITTLE 


MONEY SPENDERS. 


THIS IS A REPRODUCTION OF | PAGE OF A 
4 PAGE PROMOTION. PIECE COMPILED AND 
PRINTED IN 1937. THE OTHER 3 PAGES 
CONTAINED THE FACSIMILIES OF THE ACTUAL 
CHECKS TO SHOW THAT THESE AGENCIES 
RECEIVED LARTETY BY PAID SUBSCRIPTION 





12th ANNUAL RADIO-TELEVISION REVIEW 
AND PREVIEW issue has a presold readership 
with these high spending agencies and spon- 
sors because this issue gives a comprehensive 
review of the past season’s activities and a 


preview of the upcoming season's broad- 
casting. 

A more influential audience cannot be 
found for your ad. Take advantage of the 
special impact of this REVIEW and PREVIEW 
number to give your sales message the 
readers it deserves. 


Copy May Be Sent to Any of the Offices Listed Below 


HOLLYWOOD, 28 
6404 Sunset Boulevard 


NEW YORK, 36 
154 West 46th St. 





LONDON, W.C.2 
8 St. Martin’s Place 


CHICAGO, 11 
612 No. Michigan Ave. 
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G. W. Ballard 

Star Outfitting Co, 
Lloyd K. Hillman 
Mountain Copper Co, 
Monarch Brewing 








The advertisers listed on this page are some of the 1937-38 
accounts which bought radio.time through agencies 


then subscribing to LARTETY 








Western Auto 
Lachman Bros. 
Federal Land Co. 


_ Nelson Wood Products Co, 


Griesedieck Brewing 
American Packing Co. 
Barton Mig. Co. 
Campana Sales 
Milk Foundation 
International Harvester 
Marshall Field 
Aurora Laboratories 
Kester Solder : 
Stein Hall Mfg. Co. 
American Rolling Mill 
American Tel. & Tel. 
Appalachian Apples. Inc. 
Atlantic Refining 
Boston Globe 
Chicago School of Nursing 
Cutrice Brothers 
Eggo Milling 
Emigrant Industrial Savings 
Ferry Morse Seed Co, 
J. B. Ford Co. 
Ford Motors 
Golden State Co. 
W. T. Grant Co. 
Hawaiian Pineapple Co. 
Dr. Hess & Clark 
Honor Brand Frosted Foods 
Illinois Bell Telephone 
Kalamazoo Vegetable Parch- 
ment 
Kellogg Co. 
Kirkman & Son 
Koppers Co. 
Michigan Bell Telephone 
Philadelphia Coke Co. 
Thos. G. Richardson Co. 
Sheffield Farms Co, 
Webster Eisenlohr 
Borden's Farm Products 
Carborundum Corp. 
General Baking 
Brown & Williamson 
Time, Inc. 
Household Finance 
Schaefer Brewing 
Griswold Mfg. Co. 
Cosmos Corp. 
Jacob Dold Packing © 
L. S. Donaldson Co. 
uluth Brewing 
amble Stores 
Hecker Products 
Hoffman Beverages 
George A. Hormel 
International Sugar Feed 
Marine Trust 
New York Telephone 
Servel Sales 
Western Savings Bank 
Oneida, Ltd. 
My-T-Fine 
Boston Morris Plan 
Southern New England Tele- 
phone 
Hudnut Sa'es 
Pepperell Mig. Co, 
Red Owl Stores 
Blue Moon Cheese 
Corning Glass 
American Stove 
Armstrong Cork 
Dunlop Tire & Rubber F 
Remington Arms 
Mount Royal Importers 
General Foods for: 
Log Cabin Syrup 
Maxwell House Coffee 
Diamond Crystal Salt 
Huskies : 
Post Bran Flakes 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet for 
Palmolive Soap 
Super Suds* 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
Halo 
Continental Baking for: 
Wonder Bread ‘ 
Hostess Cake 


Philip Morris & Co. 
Bulova Watch Co. 
Columbia Pictures 


Humphrey’s Homeopathic Med- 


icine 


American Home Products for: 


Kolynos 

Bi-So-Dol 

Hill's Cold Tablets 
Old English Wax 


Edna Wallace Hopper Products 


Anacin 

B. T. Babbitt 

Bayer Aspirin 

General Mills fort 
Wheaties 
Bisquick 
Kitchen-Tested Flour 
Soitasilk 


United States Tire & Rubber 
Chevrolet Motors 

American Cigarette & Cigar 
American Pop Corn Co. 
Chamberlain Laboratories 
Chase Investment Co, 
Yellow Cab Co. 

Western Grocery Co, 
National Ice Industries 

Dr. Scholl's 

Truly Warner 

Barbasol 

Musterole and Zemo 

Lydia Pinkham 

Carnation 

Gunther Brewing 

Liebmann Brewing 
Consolidated Cigars 

Olive Tablets 

Kremel 


Ex-Lax, Inc. 
American Oil 

Laco Products 

C. F. Mueller Co. 
Kellogg Co. 

Bosco Co. 

Chasers 

Knox Gelatine Co. 
Piel Brothers 

M: Buten & Son 
Foster, Miller & Bierly 
Granny's Cough Syrup 






Regional Advertisers 
Standard Oil of Calif. 
Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co, 
Borden Dairy 

Ford Motor 

Gruen Watch 
Northwestern Electric 
Portland Gas & Coke 
Standard Oil of Ohio 
Calif. Walnut Growers’ Assn, 
Chesebrough Mfg. Co. 
Newskin Co. 

Zonite Products 

Richman Brothers 

Fisher Mills 

Brading Brewing 
Kelvinator of Canada 


American Writing Machine Co, Jackson's Bread 


Marget Chemical Co. 
OMelia. Inc. 

Macfadden Publications 
U. S. Tobacco Co 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Buick Motors 

Phillips Petroleum 


Libby, McNeill & Libby of 
Canada 

McCall Frontenac Oil Co, 

Dean Milk Co. 

Gebhardt Chili Con Carne 

Reliance Mig. Co. 

Rapinwax Paper Co. 

Quaker Oats 





8. N. W.-Ayer 


11. Stack-Goble 


15. Maxon 





3. Newell-Emmett Co 
10. B. B.D. & O 


12. Wade Advertising ... 
13. Lennen & Mitchell 
14. Neisser-Myerhoff 

16. Ward Wheelock Co 
17, William Esty ........ 
18, Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham............. 
19. Gardner Advertising 
20. Erwin, Wasey & Co 


The 20 leading agencies which placed 72% of the 
national network time in 1937-38. 


COMPARATIVE AGENCY SPENDING ON NETWORKS, 1937 
(From Variety Rano Directory, 1938-39) 

1. Blackett-Sample-Hummert ........ 
2. Lord & Thomas 

3. J. Walter Thompson 
4. Young & Rubicam.. 
5. Benton & Bowles . 
6. Ruthrauff & Ryan 
7. Compton Advertising. .... 


ee 


Variety's complete paid subscription list includes hundreds of 
other agencies which place almost 100% of ALL national radio 


 pestinsdetiticn A we 


. $7,293,489.70 
5,549,195.00 
5.283,134.00 
3,281,010.40 
3,634,240.00 
3,407,886.00 


2,842.215.00 
1,951,261.00 
1,801,695.90 
1,495,307.00 
1,457,470.00 
1,380,063.00 
1,232,960.00 
1,146,788.00 
seee«  1,128,540.00 
1,033,263.00 

958,509.80 

928,326.00 

920.263.03 


$50,267,216.83 


Steele-Wedeles Co. 
Airy Fairy Goods 
Folger Coffee Co. 
Stokley Bros. 
Union Pacific Railroad 
Drezma. Inc. 
F. Lowenlals 
Loft 
Fisher Baking 
McCoy's Products 
Nu Enamel Corp. 
Physical Culture Shoes 
William Wrigley. Jr., Co. 
Admiracion Laboratories 
Doyle Packing Co. 
Vogeler's Mayonnaise 
Camir Corp. 
Cut Rite Wax Paper 
Socony-Vacuum 
Kelly Liquor Co. 
General Mills for: 
Wheaties 
Softasilk 
Bisquick 
Kitchen-Tested Flour 
Lee & Perrins 
Look. Inc. 
Gruen Watches 
Fox Deluxe Beer 
Salerno-Megowan Biscuit Co. 
Chrysler Motors 
Thom McAnn Shoes 
Silex Coffee Maker 
Levert Bros. 
Scott Paper Co. 
Kraft-Phenix Cheese Corp. 
Lamont, Corliss & Co, 
Emerson Drug Co. 








time—both network and spot. 
Procter & Gamble forr R. J. Reynolds Co. 
Oxydol Lehn & Fink 
Dreft Health Products 
Lave Thomas Leeming & Co. 
Ivory Soap Sinclair Refining 
Ivory Flakes American Sefety Razor Corp. 
White Naptha General Cigar Co. 
Drene Aluminum Co. of America 
Camay Penzoil Co. 
Chipso Socony Vacuum 
Cdeco ae & > age 
, ta Motor 
Skelly Oil Co. Sobol Brothers 
Wander Co. Pet Milk 
Sterling Products for Ralston Purina 
Phillips’ Dental Cream Falstaff Brewing 
Phillips’ Milk of Magnesi¢ = Nash-Kelvinator Corp. 
Dr. Lyon's Toothpowder E. P. Reed 
Annabell Shops 


Sharp & Nassasoit , 

S.-& W. Fine Foods _ 
California Conserving Co, 
Smith Bros. Cough Drops 
McKesson & Robbins 
Benrus Watch Co, 


‘ 


Listerine Tooth Paste 

John H. Woodbury 

Andrew Jergens Co. 

P. Lorillard (Old Gold) 

Nestle Products Co. 

Lehn & Fink 

Tide Water Oil 

American Tobacco Co, 

First National Bank of Chicago 
Lady Esther, Ltd. 

Pepsodent Co. 

Cities Service 

Quaker Oats 

Associated Oil 

Calif. Fruit Growers’ Exchange 
Consolidated Edison 

Rainier Brewing 

Southern Pacific R. R. 


Acme White Lead & Color Stewart Warner Corp. 


Works 
John Morrel! & Co. 
J. Hs Fagan Corp. 
Prime Mig. Co. 
Justrite Co. 
Meier Ice Cream Co, 


Seeman Bros.—White Rose Tea Pillsbury Flour Mills 
Colt Shoes 

R. G. Sullivan, Ine, 
Boston Beer Co, 
Harmony Garments 
F. B, Washburn Candy 





Gluek Brewing 
Chippewa Springs 
Kroger Grocery & Baking 
Drackett Co, 

Maryland Pharmaceutical 


Northwestern Yeast Co. 
Wincharger Corp. 
Standard Oil of N. J. 
Postal Telegraph 
Ludens, Inc. 
New York Siate Bureau of Milk 
Publicity 
Malted Cereal Co. 
Canada Dry Ginger Ale 
National Carbon 
National Biscuit Co, 
Pacific Borax Co. 


Zenith Radio Corp. 
Johns-Manville 
Standard Brands for: 
Tender-Leal Tea 
Fleischmann Yeast 
Royal Gelatine 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee 
Dr. Pepper Co. 
Imperial Sugar 
Peters Shoe Cu. 
The Borden Co. 
Standard-Tilton Milling Co. 
Postex Cotton Mills 
Campbell Soup Co. 
Rugby Knitting Mills 
S. Stein & Co., Inc. 
Chalmers Gelatine Co. 
Group of American Banks 
Ligget & Myers Tobacco Co. 
Cummer Products for: 
Molle 
Packers Tar Soap 
Swift & Company 
Grove Laboratories 
E. Griffith Hughes 
Monroe Chemical 
Miles Laboratories, inc. 
H. J. Heinz Co. 
Goneral Electric 
Berry Brothers 
Goebel Brewing 
Sun Oil Co. 
Cudahy Packing Co. 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 


eau on a monthly basis. 
rated film shows listed in each 


Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 


case, and their competition shown opposite. 


All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 


tion about film in each market, 


stations and clients as an aid 
show in the specific market. 


which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
Attention should be paid to time—day and 





time factors, since sets-in-use and eudience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols a: as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quis; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor from whom the film is aired. 



































TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND MAY SHARE SETS IN TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
PHILADELPHIA Approx. Set Count—2,000,000 Stations—WRCV. (3), WFIL (6), WCAU (10) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv). Is 40k Aa 98h ce ane > ees Sat. 7:00-7:30 19.5 61.1 « ee Te Oe... os pep naeadssen \ Fae - 6.6 
2. Waterfront (Adv) ............ WGAE. ds <c0 ees pi ols asé oun Sun. 6:30-7:00 — eaABESE + i Weeaae 20.2 | Roy Rogers......seeeseeee- . » a: 2.5 
3. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv).....WCAU...... pu EE ck ena vin . Sat. 6:00-6:30 DEG. c4-deruxs ey 17.4| Sports Time...... jus-oetes | er 2.0 
4. State Trooper (Adv) WRCV... SE Se a6 6. 4:66:583% Mon. 10:30-11:00 ...... ees re 46.9 | Gindio ORG... ,ccnccaccesss | a 17.1 
5. Death Valley Days (W)........ . fe ea rr Mon. 7:00-7:30 BUN fo vcwusens 45.8 s BET... ; Sot onc aececuees WG enced 9.5 
5. Victory at Sea (Doc).......... ee en a ae .. Sun. 6:00-6:30 ons sen~ees eS a 16.2 | Meet the Press..:.......::, WE occ cewe 3.0 
6. Annie Oakley (W).........-.-. DE ¢o Zetec es CBS . Sat. 5:30-6:00 Lk Rg Ie es waited po CEE ee Pe (re 4.0 
GC. Bp GREP ons c racnsccane | ae M & A Alexander Sat. 6:30-7:00 ig 0 Te Crane au NL «0 wine tiree 18.0; Secret File, USA.......... Me Ms » deccchdl 3.4 
7. The Faleon (Myst)........... WES bite de sis NBC Wed. 10:30-11:00 ee cxeeaans RR ts ag ‘ 37.7 | Vednesday Night Fights....WFIL ........ 15.4 
8. O. Henry Playhouse (Dr)... WCAU......... Gross-Krasne Sat. 10:30-11:00 Be o> De ok 56.1| Your Hit Parade........... . + Saree 25.2 
8. Dr. Christian (Dr) Wilts S «bene ce Ziv Fri. 7:00-7:30 10.1 54.4 18.6 | Newsreel News WFIL ... 48 
OY Pee eee WFIL .. 43 
DETROIT Approx. Set Count—1,610,000 Stations—-W JBK (2), WWJ (4), WXYZ (7), CKLW (9) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv)........ | ee ee eee Tues. 9:30-10:00 35.3 64.0 S631The Whistler ... ..c.ssssee , | ee re 14.5 
2. Dr. Christian (Dr.).......... WOOD bac edens A ATS ee Thurs. 10:00-10:30 SE wx sre a 50.3 | Michigan Outdoors ......... 0) 14.0 
S. Sendid OF GG): . fevard isdeeod RP ee DRFUETA ACL Be ew sce Wed. 9:30-10:00 Bea > «aeterers SS. 50000010 MT Be Otel Mei. .whoslnde tx Wa a Sacee’ 15.2 
4. Death Valley Days (W)..... 4 ee eee Mon. 10:00-10:30 . fu's maar RR shina wabs « 44.0|D6n Ameche .............. Ea 12.7 
5. Badge 714 (Myst)...........-. WOE. ieveciéve Ee a ee Wed. 10:00-10:30 SEs Reaked + ee 47.2 Amos. ‘n” An@y..... >. x005<«64 WW 2004.06. 15.4 
6. Sheriff of Cochise (W)....... EEE. 3 +cata bee BR wha kts eat Sat. 10:00-10:30 5 eS Be Ss s'en'e 47.3 | Hollywood Showcase ,...... , ag a 17.3 
7. Secret Journal (Dr.).......... \ (ee MCA.. Mon. 10:30-11:00 Sk ae 45.1 38.0| Spike Jones i oo 00 pends ME es ewes 10.0 
8. All Star Theatre (Dr)......... oo ks Screen Gems Tues. 10:00-10:30 ee 41.6 . 41.9 | Men of Annapolis........ WE Sas we 14.6 
9. Popeye The Sailor (Ch) ...... GB i 6 eeew AAP Sun. 5:30-6:00 7, re 60.3 27.7| Wild Bill Hickok.;......... ss . Sa 6.7 
Mon.-Sat. 6:00-6:30 Pr Wau Ape Teele. «5 <é<ccie ae 7.0 
6 O’Clock News; Sports...WWJ ....+*... 48 
10. Crusader (Adv).............. ww MCA Mon. 9:30-10:00 16.5 29.7 55.7 | Studio One WHS ghee oct 17.6 
SAN FRANCISCO Approx. Set Count—1,350,000 Stations—KRON (4), KPIX (5), KGO (7) 
1. Search For Adventure (Ady). KPIX Bagnall Thurs. 7:30-8:00 25.7 54.6 47.1, Lome Mamma .. wi ccccsses WD in Be ns de 14.1 
2. Highway Patrol (Adv).. PP De asteuced os Tues. 6:30-7:00 23.5 es 4s 35% 41.4 Star Playhouse ............ a sesh crt meh 
3. Life of Riley (Co) .......... < + pre - SUG 5644540% Thurs. 7:00-7:30 . ) aa 43.8 . 7.2/0. Henry Playhouse........ EPIX. «<0 0 os 12.0 
4. Sheriff of Cochise (W) ...... BRIN « ccceceess OE tawrowegers Sat. 6:30-7:00 ae ee GLA <0 a0 ave 24.0 | Buccaneers .........0. : 2) areas os CF 
5. Men of Annapolis (Adv).... O° ae - eo Tee Sat. 9:30-10:00 er , | 2a 59.5 | Mr. Broadway .............- wos 8 22.4 
5. Whirlybirds (Adv) .......... RIS 2s 4<0a8) re Fri. 6:30-7:00 ee |§ Sarr Gens s ca 30.2 | Star po reer eX BA 30% 60? oe oe 
6. Waterfront (Ady) ........... TRA MCA Tues. 7:00-7:30 I a ie a OR ko cttidns 50.1 | Phil Silvers .......0. wth eerd so  < SEGRE a 242 
7. Dr. Christian (Dr)........... Pe. a ER ee Mon. 7:00-7:30 SER. ad Bia bas , ke es 44.0 Burns & Allen........ ; KPIX ..-18.4 
8. San Francisco Beat (Dr). . ees. CBS Sat. 10:30-11:00 SONG ae'< aevind | aR EN 35.2| Your Hit Parade........... wks cceneonee 
9%. Last of the Mohicans (W) . | a Wed. 6:30-7:00 ar ee 33.6 | Global Zobal ......... «+++. KRON e 9.7 
9. Silent Service (Adv) 3 re TEE Sat. 7:00-7:30 : ae. oo Sere 34.6 | Jackie Gleason ............ os | Spee 19.0 
10. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) . KRON Ziv Mon. 6:30-7:00 12.6 37.1 te” er eee Ss Sts nese 12.6 
BALTIMORE Approx. Set Count—664,500 Stations—W MAR (2), WBAL (11), WAAM (13) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) cooecee. WEES Ziv Sat. 7:00-7:30 21.1 64.4 32.7 | I Led 3 Lives. ........ eT. 79 
2. Men of Annapolis (Adv).... WEEE. 0° 60.6.0" BEDS v whee nade Sat. 10:30-11:00 Se. dre ae . 45.4) Sheriff of Cochise.......... , | Rar 14.7 
3. Annie Oakley (W)............ i | ie CBS seepecese Sat. 5:30-6:00 PEt scaaweas RS hia bv ee Ree errr. WAAM ...... 2.7 
8. Silent Service (Adv) ......... WEERD . «0 go s-05% Im Tues. 10:30-11:00 2. pay Dagar RS Sepa » BR) WOR, 5.456 exsaccan ties TR ev tse 11.6 
4. Death Valley Days (W).... PEER: 6650 eet oe Mon. 7:00-7:30 SOO ose bey 60.0 25.0 | 7 O’Clock Final; Weather...WMAR ..... - 68 
CBS News—D. Edwards...WMAR ...... 74 
5. Sheriff of Cochise (W)........ | Se ty TE Sat. 10:30-11:00 fo. Sy Sa nS ss wees . 45.5! Men of Annapolis.......... WMAR ---19.3 
6. Fromtior CW) ... «1. .cccwwess. po |) NBC Wed. 10:30-11:00 ot ee SS cab cate ins G68 | DamGnell | ois cs <Szesevwieste WMAR ......26.1 
7. Wild Bill Hickok (W)......... | ae Screen Gems Fri. 7:00-7:30 Rees yo¥.00 es are 19.2 | 7 O’Clock Final; Weather Jo WA Sess . 42 
| CBS News—D. Edwards...WMAR «+. 54 
8. Superman (Ady) ............ MERA» so ¥0% Flamingo Wed. 7:00-7:30 Saas sieead os 8 eee 20.7 | 7 O’Clock Final; Weather...WMAR ...... 6.2 
| CBS News—D. Edwards...WMAR ...... 5.9 
9. Stage 7 GN)... 0s coaecneb an . ) an i ee Mon. 10:30-11:00 OS RT ee 44.2| Studio One ...........-... WMAR ..... 22.6 
10. Waterfront (Adv)........... WRAR, oscccss MCA Mon. 6:30-7:00 re 67.6 . 15.8 | Count of Monte Cristo...... WEAR. 645 0Ks0 2.3 
/ | Dateline; Weather; Sports.WBAL ....... 4.0 
CINCINNATI Approx. Set Count—662,000 Stations—WLW-T (5), WCPO (9), WKRC (12) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv)....... WCPO . Ziv Thurs. 10.00-10.30 28.8 59.9 . 48.2) Footlight Theatre .......... Wien sc. i%. 10.1 
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4. Martin Kane (Myst)....... 64:5 Wr 2 c0nnens BR F 60-40 teehee ks Fri. 10:00-10:30 Bara EE Fa 96% otha 34.9 Steven’s Show ....scccecoes WCPO ...cce . 73 
5. Herald Playhouse (Dr)........WLW-T..... haves "ewe nev 08s Mon. 10:00-10:30 SE ts Keees os RP Pe 44.5| Dr, Christian ..... eececcees WKRC ows 18D 
6. Silent GawvGed GASv). ..0.0.000000 WM. cuccees EE Sun. 10:00-10:30 .......17.7....0005. RE 41.5 | Gold Cup Theatre..........WLW-T ......17.0 
7. Ellery Queen (Myst)..........WKRC......... ME sda eae « Fri. 10:30-11:00 chen Mos eer ewe eae 34.1 | Life of Riley. .»...sece0.+, WLW-T ...... 92 
8. Secret Journal (Dr).......... WERC. «000085 BCS Velvieads vcs Tues. 9:30-10:00 . Fa a a aS 62.5 | Cheyenne Cepeee | Mee 36.3 
9. Dr. Cietetieme Wie. : nc cess WOES nano 0 Ok Wks batbes ates Mon. 10:00-10:30 ...... Se ten ox SN . etebre 44.5 | Herald Playhouse .........,WLW-T ...... 18.1 
10 WLW-T.. Go nnstw eens Wed. 10.00-10.30 i eS Md: Cavasas 43.4 | Ford Theatre . ..50ccceccs cs WOPO «o0cce% 17.2 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 





Person to Person 

Ed Murrow closed out his fourth 
“Person to Person” season on’ 
CBS-TV Friday night (28) with a 
suburban Chicago-Mt. Kisco, N. Y..,'! 
tander: that parlayed a “trade} 
showing” 
A. C. Nielsen (“hey, mom, here's | 
that rating man”) and prolific 
humorist H. Allen Smith. 

For ail the Page One hullabaleo 
in the continuing protestations of 
the tv comics that Nielsen’s put- 
ting ‘em out of business, which 
would seem to have the affect of| 

utting the “rating man” in pub- 
ic domain, the “P to P” pickuo 
nonetheless was a fairly listless ex-| 
hibition, insofar as the general 
viewing audience is concerned. 
For the trade, it added little o 
nothing to the rating rhubarb, al- 
though Nielsen took apart one ot. 
his audimeters (ovt of which pop 
two 25¢ pieces as a “bonus” for 
the home set owner each time a 
cartridge is changed). 
attempt to probe into the dubious 
impact of a 1,200 audimeter sam- 
ple as sufficient to register the 
tastes and fancies of the entire 
U. S. populace elicited little more, 
than the observation from Niel-) 
sen that scientifically it’s as ac-' 
curate as you cam get. However, 
since “P to P” viewers derive their | 
greatest kicks from the cameras’ | 
roving about the premises, the| 
Nielsen pickup had its quota of| 
rewards. For market research has 
undoubtedly been kind to Nielsen, 
who sports a 2%2-room suburban. 
Chi home with a built-in squash 
court that can be converted into a 
three-car garage a tennis court, 
etc. As homes in suburbia go, 
this one’s probably on the Top 10 
realty list. 

In terms of “P to P” rapport and 
content, Murrow’s switchover to 
H. Allen Smith was the more en- 
lightening and entertaining. Con- 
sidering the brevity of the visit a 
lot of the peculiar chemistry that 
flows through the “life & times” 
of the totem pole’s low man trans- 
mitted itself to a surprising de- 
gree. Smith’s recital of addenda 
(letters from kids) for his “Write 
Me a Poem, Baby” (including a 
hilarious one-paragraph summa- 
tion of the world from Adam & 
Eve to Davy Crockett); his frus- 
trations as an all-night clearing 
house for telephonic info from 
tavern quarrelers (the penalty for 
possessing a rare built-in enclyo- 

edic library), his byplay with wife 

ell, all had a quality of ease and 
good nature calculated to strike a 
warm responsive chord with the 
viewing audience. Rose. 








Goodyear Playhouse | 
Whether the son of the founder | 


of a flourishing export-import busi-| manner that was a full-hour plug invited three of Chi’s busiest dee- 


Murrow’s ; 





ore 


,the lead role, with the backing a NBC-TV, from New York 


topflight supporting cast. (The 
show, incidentally, just got under | 
the wire since Briscoe lost the. 
Dublin mayorship on Monday (1). 

Carney is proving himself a first- 


of market researcher rate thesper who can handle any days. 


kind of role with conviction. He 
used to be uniformly excellent as | 
Jackie Gleason’s goofy sidekick; 
he was just as good in a radically 
different groove as the intense 
Irish revolutionist in a part that 
was set against Briscoe’s Jewish | 
famil 
pletely successful ir handling 
the Irish and the Jewish elements 
in the Briscoe character. 
The play opened in an atmos-| 
pheric setting reminiscent of “The 
Informer” with trench-coated Irish 
youth locked in guerilla warfare | 
with the British Black-and-Tan 
troops. The script was at its ‘best 
here in its counterpoint of the 
nationalist struggle and the Jew- 
Passover ritual with Carney 
making the most of his handling 
of a traditional Hebrew song. | 
After this sock intro, the drama 
failed to sustain the impact. It 
slowed down and eventually fell | 


FOteeeos 3 


ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR 
With Ted Mack, others 
Producer: Lewis Graham 
Directors: J. Robert Blum, Lloyd 


Marx 
0 Mins.; Mon. 10 p.m. 
HAZEL BISHOP 


(Raymond Spector) 

Ted Mack moyes from network 
with the ease of one shifting into) 
a new apartment in the prewar 
Now his wheel of fortune 


finds him back at his old stamping | 
ground on NBC on which network | 
the late Major Bowes also used to 





|labor regularly (in radio) around | 


1935. From previovs -xperience 
on other showcasipgs it seems/| 
pretty evident th»t Mack will take 


and faith. Cafney was bath |his amateurs anu audiences with | 


him, 
slot. j 
It does seem, however, that with | 
the passage of time, the Mack ama- 
teur show is getting more orthodox. | 
The tyro talent now being selected | 
are of the type that used to go in| 
the family time vauders, as indeed 
some of them performed after an | 
airing on this session. The mad, | 
homegrown novelties seem to be) 
no longer around. Maybe nobody | 
learns to play the spoons any more, | 
or maybé the Bendix has put the | 
washboards out of circulation, or | 
it could be that scientific farming | 
methods have cut down the num- 


no matter the station or time 


apart into an episodic yarn that | ber of peasants with theatrical | 


| went from melodrama to sentimen- |) snkerings. Anyway, the tone of |the girls’ mother. 


THOSE WHITING GIRLS 
With Margaret Whiting, Barbara 


TELEVISION REVIEWS $1 
\INTERVIEW WITH MARSHAL 
TITO 
(See It Now) 


Whiting, Mabel Albertson, Jerry 
Paris 


Producer: Bert Granet 

Director: Norman Tokar 

Writers: John Greene, Peggy 
Chantler, Ben Gershman 

30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS, MAX FAC- 


TOR 
CBS-TV (film) 
(Y&R, Doyle Dane Bernbach ) 

“Those Whiting Girls” is back 
for its second summer try as a 
possible fall contender. This 
Desilu-produced family comedy 
series replaced “I Love Lucy” two 
seasons back with fairly gratifying 
results. but last summer gave way 
to “The Charlie Farrell Show,” 
a somewhat sad _ affair. Now 
“Those Whiting Girls” is back, 
replete with brand-new footage, 
and its resumption should make 
its sponsors and the summer audi- 
ence the happier. 

No great shakes for an original 
thesis, “Whiting Girls” 


er comedy shows to hit tele- 
vision for some time. That's due to 
some snappy scripting by John 
Greene, Peggy Chantler and Ben 
Gershman, and some superb com- 
edics by Mabel Albertson, playing 
As for the in- 


lism. Carney, however, was per- \the show is now conservative, and | person Whiting sisters themselves, 


suasive throughout. 
Eli Mintz gave a meaty perform- 
ance as Briscoe's father-in-law 
h 


the imagination has gone out, The | 
one major change is the use of a/| 
band instead ef pianos as act ac- | 


younger sister Barbara has a na- 
tural comic flair which the writers 
and director Norman Tokar have 


while George Matthews was ins | companiment. It could also be that | played to the hilt, and Margaret 


pressive as the IRA chief. Kath- | 
arine Bard, as Briscoe's wife; Dav-| 
id oe as his father; and Mi- 
chael Higgins, as a fellow revolu- 
tionist, also contributed excellent 
performances. Peter Lorre turned 


with the lack of spots to develop 
acts, he’s- trying to showcase for 
the commercial marts. It's certain 
that nobody misses the cruelty of 
the old gong, but perhaps some} 


. _| livelier contestants might add | 
tie panel gers bit that had lit greater excitement to the show. | 
Eddie Cantor handled the|, Preem night didn’t have the sa-' 
drama’s preface in effective straight lute to the cities. Now why should 
style Herm. | Mack & Co. throw away such a 
. ; valuable merchandising lift? 





Steve Allen Show 
To coin a judicial phrase, the 
dead hand of the past dominated 


the Steve Allen Show on its Sun-| 
day (30) soiree. Apparently, the) 


late Mayor Jimmy Walker was 
such a powerful and dominating 


t l te, With Jack Eigen, Ginger Lor, guests 
figure that even at this late date ioe 


his film clips stole the show from | 


Allen, Bob Hope and Georgie Jes-| 30 Mins., Tues., 10:30 p.m. 
sel,.et al. The comedy honors for | Participating 

the day went to the late Mayor) WNBQ, Chicago 

Fiorello “H. LaGuardia for the | 


prizewinning reproduction of Hiz- 
zoner reading the comics during a 
N. Y. newspaper strike. 
They must have gotten 
very cheap, because the bulk of 


the show was devoted to a discus-| to be chewing on Miltown now. 


sion of Walker and his biopic, 


“Beau James” in which Hope is 


vitally interested. “Show consti-) 


tuted a review of the 1920's in a 


ness would take control of the firm | for the picture. 


upon his father’s demise provided a | 
fair amount of suspense in “The | ticularly glamorous 


Fortunately, the 20’s were a par- 
period for 


Legacy” as telecast Sunday (30) via | many today, and any reproduction 


NBC-TV’s Goodyear 


Playhouse. | 


|thereof seems to automatically 


The Steven Gethers script was | carry a certain amount of comedy 


so-so material, but good perform-| and atmosphere. 


The dance. se- 


ances on the part of the principals | quences staged by Rod Alexander 
plus Fielder Cook’s sharp direction | were especially good and the ban- 


helped save it from mediocrity. 
Family 


| ter between the three major 
rivalries accounted for Cipals turned out well. 


rin- 


Dean Mar- 


most of the drama in this hourlong | tin got himself involved in the 


production. Vieing for the mantle 
of Melvyn Douglas, dynamic head 


| proceedings by plugging his disk- 
ing of “Beau James” and the 


of Sterling Inc., were Phil Abbott, | enciente Vera Miles plus Alexis 


his son, and Walter Matthau, his 
son-in-law. The father, a shrewd 
businessman, outwardly indicated 
a desire that his own son take over 
the reins but inwardly preferred 
the son-in-law. His preference 


stveness and ability to make deci- 
sions. 

Even so, 
twist at the denouement «when the 
son quit in favor of his adversary. 
Douglas was well cast as the crafty 
exec whose loyalty obviously -was 
with his business rather than with 
his family. Abbott was suitably shy 
ard retiring as the son who had 
no interest in the firm. 
Matthau’s portrayal of the alert 
son-in-law at times bordered on the 
bombastic. 

Seen in supporting roles were 
Roland Winters, impressive as 
Douglas’ business associate; Sally 
Chamberlin, wistful and appealing 
as Matthau’s wife and June Dayton, 
Abbott’s loyal spouse, among 
others. Philip Barry Jr.’s produc- 
tion mantlings helped sustain the 
overall atmosphere of a busv ex- 
port-import house. Gilb. 


Playhouse 90 

As the final show of the season, 
CBS-TV’s “Playhouse 90” last 
Thursday night (27) came up with 
another good biographical drama 
in the story of Robert Briscoe, the 
Jewish Irishman who became Lord 
Mavor of Dublin. While Erick 
Moll’s script had many’ effective 
moments, particularly in the open- 
ing scenes, the show’s main impact 
was delivered by Art Carney, in 


stemmed from the latter’s aggres- | a colorful brand of politics. 





it was somewhat of a| 


while | 


| Smith did a minute bit from the 
|film. Show closed with a com- 
| munity sing of Walker’s “Will You 
| Love Me in December” but in its 
‘entirety it said little about the 
\film. The session did prove that 
|New York does occasionally have 


Jose. 





Ed Sullivan Show 
| Outing on Sunday (30) did not 
|shape up as the best of Sullivan, 
|but there was enough entertain- 
;ment in the variety of acts (and 
|pix) to keep the customers happy. 
Registering high were disk fave 
| Bonnie uitar singing “Dark 
|Moon,” comedy team of Davis and 
Reese (their seventh appearance 
on the show), the Kirby Stone 
Four, mimicking -singing quartet, 
and the U. of rgia Glee Club. 

Film clips of the premieres of 
“The Prince and the Show Girl,” 
and “Island in the Sun” supplied 
some of the glamour. In addition 
to the clips, there were short scenes 
from the two pix, as well as “Pride 
and the Passion.” Standout was 
Marilyn Monroe. She focuses well 
all over the place. 

Frances Farmer, staging a come- 
back after several years of treat- 
ment for alcoholism, made her first 
public debut. Plainly dressed, 
against a static background, the 
actress, who never sang in pic- 
tures, rendered an o.k. version of 
“Aura Lee.” Sullivan plans to 
have her back in a dramatic piece, 
where her talents should get bet- 
ter showcasing. 

In a fast medley of disk acts, the 

(Continued on page 38) 





Hope in N. Y. and Chi—of. acid comment 


| fr no one has explained why. 


“Amateur Hour” is doing sum- 
mer duty for Hazel Bishop in the 
Monday 10-p.m. slot, In the fall 
it shifts over to Sunday = at 7. 

ose. 


JACK EIGEN SHOW 


Fraser 


It’s a new Jack Eigen, all right. 
He says so himself, and indeed the 
|}man who has made a career—both 


'and embarrassing interviews seems 


On his new WNBQ show, Eigen 
declined a gambit he couldn't have 
| resisted in the past. On the open- 
|ing chapter, three weeks ago, he 





| jays to prove via lie detector that | 


they have never accepted payola. | 
All three nixed the invitation, and | 
the trade here was making book | 
that Eigen would turn the refusal | 
}into implicit evidence of guilt. In- 
stead, on last week's segment (25), 
|he said without sarcasm that he 
knew the jocks were “clean” and 
| he didn’t blame them for shunning 
the test. Where it was once his 
|; wont to make grist out of chaff, 
|he has now reversed the process. 
| His three interviews, too, -were 
palsy-walsy  tete-a-tetes, remini- 
scent of the earliest method of tv 
| interviewing, when the principal 
|purpose for the get-together was 
ja plug in the context of mutual 
| back-patting. Comics Will Jordan 
|and Jack E. Leonard plugged their 
|respective nitery openings, en- 
gaged in some horseplay, and com- 
| pletely upstaged Eigen, who probed 
'for inconsequentials. His session 
| with model Virginia Dodds was an 
| overlong yawn to promote the Chi- | 
cagoland Fair. | 

If the reformed Jack Eigen has | 
lost his bite, he still has his bark. 
Fed questions by assistant Ginger 
Lor to start the show, he’s still free 
with denunciations of certain show 
biz personalities and with arbi- 
trary opinions on topics of current 
interest. Still amusing is his colos- 
sal egotism, reaching a peak in his 
billing as “America’s Most Imitated 
Interviewer.” As Eigen himself 
says it, “I've got more road com- 
panies than anything since ‘Blos- 
som Time’.” Particularly, he bum- 
raps Mike Wallace for stealing his 
thunder. 

Vulnerable as he is, and albeit 
artless in his gab, Eigen has built 
a strong following on his longrun- 
ning radio strip, and there’s even 
reason to suppose he can do it 
on tv too. He has a gift for being 
amusingly obnoxious, and _ he 
knows how to space his shows 
briskly. His guests so far have 
been the top visiting names in 
town, and the participating sponsor 
list has been growing. 

Show is done in color, but so 











Les. 


plays an excellent straight. Jerry 
Paris, as the fourth cast member 
and Margaret's accompanist, adds 
a zany touch to the show. 


First episode—and if memory 


serves it was a better show than | 
the preem stanza two years back, | 


which itself was pretty good—con- 
cerned Barbara’s putting her so- 
ciology studies to work on mom, 
deciding she is a perfect case study 
in geriatrics. Naturally, mom re- 
sents it, and the script takes off 
from there. 
with some fine adult dialog and 
business, and the cast, particularly 
Miss Albertson, with topflight de- 
livery. Windup is a Held-cos- 
tumed trio serving as a fine top- 
per. 

Tokar, an old hand at this sort 
of thing, moves the plot along 
briskly, and maximizes his oppor- 
tunities with cast and script. Bert 
Granet’s preduction values are 
topflight throughout, and of course 
the Desilu filming is tops. Not 
much chance for “Whiting Girls” 
to make it in the fall, but with 
the flood of cancellations expected 
in December (at least by the cynics 
in the trade), it could very well re- 
appear as a winter replacement. 

Chan. 


BRIDE AND GROOM 

With Frank Parker, Bob Paige, 
others; Paul Taubman orch 

Producer: Roger Gimbel 

Director: Dick Schneider 

Writers: Jack Wilson, Bob Cere- 
della, Beryl Pfizer 

30 Mins.: Mon,-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m 

Participating 

NBC-TYV, from N. Y. 
Some people like weddings re- 


gardiess of whether or not they | 


know the couple involved and some 


people enjoy listening to others) 


reveal how a romance blossomed. 
For them, “Bride and Groom,” 
which returned to NBC-TV last 
Monday (1) as & half-hour cross- 
the-board daytime entry, is just 
what the doctor ordered. The pro- 
gram has nothing, however, for 
those who aren’t wedding-happy 
or particularly interested in how 
boy meets girl. 

The essentials of the show are 
simple, a couple about to be mar- 
ried on the program are inter- 
viewed on how they met and other 
matters pertaining to the court- 
ship. Then the wedding ceremony 
is performed, followed ‘by a recep- 
tion during «which the just-married 
couple are showered with cuffo 
gifts, including a honeymoon trip. 
All this takes place in a half-hour 
period and is supposedly enter- 
tainment. 


On hand to co-host the daily | 


sessions are Frank Parker and Bob 
Paige, the former also doubling as 
singer, with Paul Taubman orch 
backgrounding. They handle their 
chores adequately, but there's lit- 
tle they do, or can do, to punch 
up the proceedings. A bit with 
Paige apparently pretending to 


have misplaced the wedding ring | 


on the opening show didn’t help 
matters either in its obvious corni- 
ness. 

There is also something indigest- 
ible in having the actual wedding 
ceremony preceded by a number 
of short commercials. But, then 
again, there's all that free ba 

ess. 


nonethe- | 
less shapes up as one of the bright- | 


Credit the scripters | 


| With Edward R. Murrow; panelists 
| Clare Boeth Luce, Hamilton Fish 

Armstrong, William H, Lawr- 

ence; Richard C. Hottelet, mod- 

erator 
Producer: Fred W. 

Friendly 
| Director: Don Hewitt 
199 Min., Sun. (30), 3:30 p.m. 
CBS-TV, from N. ¥. 

CBS-TV again showed some 
journalistic enterprise, with Ed- 
ward R. Murrow doing a special 
“See It Now” full hour interview 
with Marshal Tito, filmed at the 
| Yugoslav President's summer res- 
idence on the island of Brioni in 
the Adriatic Sea. And to avoid the 
criticisms stemming from the re- 
cent “Face the Nation” interview 
| with Soviet leader Nikita Khrush- 
jchev, the network followed the 
‘Tito interview with an immediate 
live panel discussion moderated by 
Richard C. Hottelet and featuring 
such foreign affairs authorities as 
Clare Booth Luce, ex-Ambassador 
| to Italy; Hamilton Fish Armstrong, 
editor of Foreign Affairs and di- 
rector of the Council On Foreign 
| Relations, and William H. Lawr- 
ence, White House correspondent 
of the New York Times. 

While hardly the newsworthy or 
momentous event that character- 
ized the Khrushchev interview nor 
as stimulating to the viewer, Mur- 
row's 60-minute mecting with Tito 
and the resultant panel discussion 
nonetheless represented good elec- 
tronic journalism. 
| Most important contribution, of 
course, was this person-to-person 
on-the-spot technique which per- 
mitted one of the leaders shaping 
world events to have his day be- 
fore the American public. Unfor- 
tunately there was no simultane- 
ous translation as in the Khrush- 
chev interview which thus dis- 
jturbed the continuity and tended 
to detract from both the momen- 
tum and the interest. Murrow 
made little attempt to interject 
questions even at some remarks by 
Tito that must have begged for a 
telling blow, but just permitted 
him to propound and expound. 

In the course of some lengthy 
excursions into the meaning of 
Communism and Titoism, the Yu- 


Murrow, 


‘goslav president chanted some 
twice-told tales vet gave some 
very positive declarations of his 


views of what was happening in 
Yugoslavia and what its ideology 
was. He was less revealing jn his 
answers as to the progress ahd the 
acts of Communism in other parts 
of the globe. Murrow for his part 
| virtually encompassed al! the sali- 
ent issues befitting such high level 
tete-a-tete: Yugoslavia vs. the 
Church; Tito’s reactions to the sit- 
uation in Poland, Hungary, reunifi- 
cation of Germany. views on the 
Middle East, etc. Tito was not only 
a willing listener but an articulate, 
voluble and frank subject,’ fre- 
quently in fact interrupting the in- 
terpreter to either clarify or add 
to the topic under discussion. 

Actually the ensuing panel dis- 
cussion was much more interestin 
and rewarding as an evaluation o 
Titoism, with Clare Booth Luce in 
particular betraving soundness of 
background and a positiveness of 
| declaration. Obviously they aill 
came well prepared and were 
probably briefed on the film in 
advance but not all their com- 
ments were based solely on the 
Tito exchange. There was practi- 
|cally a unanimity of opinion that 
Tito was first and foremost a dip- 
lomat playing for time and that 
our monies expended in backing 
him would bear fruit in favoring 
the advance of democracy and cre- 
rating the first halt to Soviet ex- 
"pansion. 

But if anything the panel discus- 
sion was an isolated segment that 
|}could have stood on its own and 


might just as well have taken 
place before the Tito interview. 
For they were well thought-out 


generalities, lacking the spontane- 
ity that an immediate response to 
a provocative discussion should 
have aroused Rose. 


GEORGIA GIBBS SHOW 

| With Lane Bros., Eddie Safranski 
Producer-director: Tom Naud 

15 Mins., Mon., 7:30 p.m. 

| NBC-TV, from New York 

Kickoff quarter-hour of the new 
“Georgia Gibbs Show” ran like a 
house ad for RCA Victor. She's 
one of the diskery’s top seeded 
songstresses, her guests. the Lane 
Bros., also are’ Victor diskers and 
'her plugs for the “1.000,000-record 
sellers” (Perry Como’s “Tempta- 
tion,” Artie Shaw's “Begin The 
Beguine” and Fats Waller's “I'm 
Gonna Sit Right Down and Write 
Myself A Letter”) all came out of 
|the Victor hopper at one time or 
' another. . 

However, she’s a solid selling 
songstress and can pitch out a 
tune for nifty impact. Stanza wise- 
|ly spotlights this plus by keeping 

(Cantinned an neve 20) 
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There’s one in every crowd 


In Chicago television, he’s WBBM-TV. And he’s 


earned his reputation through Showmanship. 


As nationally-known TV Critic Janet Kern re- 
cently wrote in the Chicago American, “Today it 
is WBBM-TV which presides over Chicago’s na- 
tional reputation for Showmanship.” In discussing 
WBBM.-TV’s programming Miss Kern commented: 
“Such additions to the local program schedule as 
‘In Town Tonight,’ ‘Best of MGM,’ and ‘Susan’s 


Show’ have put competition to rout. Fahey Flynn . 


and John Harrington have a corner on the local 
market for TV newscasts. Howard Miller, Ray Ray- 
ner and others have boosted WBBM-TV onto the 
top of the Chicago TV heap.” 


Month after month, this same story is reflected 
in all Chicago audience measurement reports. 





WBBM.-TV steals the show with 


THE TOP CHICAGO NEWS-WEATHER PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO MUSICAL VARIETY PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO DISC-JOCKEY PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO FEATURE FILM PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO NIGHTTIME PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO WEEKLY PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO MULTI-WEEKLY DAYTIME PROGRAM 
THE TOP CHICAGO MULTI-WEEKLY NIGHTTIME PROGRAM 
(All originate from our CBS Chicago Studios, of course) 











Daytime . .. nighttime . .. weeklong . . . Chicago’s 
largest TV audiences are WBBM-TV audiences, 
They’re built by Showmanship . . . the kind that 
turns your advertising into Salesmanship. The kind 
you find only on... 


WBBM-TV Channel 2 


CHICAGO’S SHOWMANSHIP STATION 
Represented by CBS Television Spot Sales ... CBS Owned 


Sources: Nielsen, Telepulse 
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Variety's weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research Bu 
reau’s latest reports, on feature films and their competition covers 120 cities. Each 
week, the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated. 

Factors which weuld assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market have been 
included in this Varrety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features ag their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor, included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 





tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 


YARIETY- ARB FEATURE FILM CHART 


jeature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature, and audience composition, i.e. a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week, a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles, the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 








DENVER 


ARB 
TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA TIME SLOT RATING 
1. HIS KIND OF WOMAN— Academy Theatre 10.9 
Jane Russell, Robert Mitchum; Sat. May 11 
1951; RKO; C&C 10:00-11:30 p.m. 
; KOA 
2. A GUY NAMED JOE— MGM Theatre 10.5 
Spencer Tracy, Lrene Dunne, Mon. May 6 
Van Johnson; 1943; 8:30-10:55 p.m. 
MGM; MGM-TV KTVR 
3. MY REPUTATION— Academy Theatre 9.9 
Barbara Stanwyck, George Brent; Tues. May 7 
1946; Warner Brothers; Associated 9:00-11:00 p.m. 
Artists Productions KOA 
4. ANGEL FACE— Academy Theatre 8.7 
Jean Simmons, Robert Mitchum; Wed. May 8 
1953; RKO; C&C 9:00-11:00 p.m 
KOA 
5. SEE HERE, PRIVATE HARGROVE— MGM Theatre 8.5 
Robert Walker, Donna Reed; Wed. May 8 
1944; MGM; MGM-TV 8:30-10:25 p.m. 
KTVR 
6. THE FALLEN SPARROW— Hollywood Film Thea. 7.9 
John Garfield, Maureen O'Hara; Sun. May 12 
1943; RKO; C&C’ 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
KBTV 
7. THREE STRANGERS— Warner Brothers Thea. 7.8 
Sidney Greenstreet, Geraldine Sun, May 12 
Fitzgerald; 1946; Warner Brothers; 9:00-11:00 p.m. 
Associated Artists Productions KOA 
8. FLIGHT COMMAND— MGM Theatre 7.6 
Robert Taylor, Ruth Hussey, Tues. May 7 
Red Skelton; 1940; 8:30-10:45 p.m. 
MGM; MGM-TV KTVR 
8. BORN TO BE BAD— Academy Theatre 7.6 
Joan Fontaine, Robert Ryan; Fri. May 10 
1950; RKO; C&C 10:1¢-11:30 p.m. 
KOA 
8. WATERLOO BRIDGE— MGM Theatre 7.0 
Vivien Leigh; Robert Taylor; Fri. May 10 
1940; MGM; MGM-TV 8:30-10:30 p.m 
KTVR 
é' )KLAHOMA CITY 
YOU CAN’T TAKE If WITH YOU— Sunday Night Show 26.3 
James Stewart, Jean Arthur; Sun. May 12 
1939; Columbia, 8:30-10.00 p.m 
Screen Gems WKY 
2. FLYING FORTRESS— First Show 15.6 
Richard Greene; 1942; Warner Fri. May 17 
Brothers; Associaied Artists 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
Productions WKY 
3. 11S A WONDERFUL LIFE— Saturday Movietime 11.5 
James Stewart, Donna Reed; Sat. May 18 
1946; RKO; M&A Alexander 4:00-6:15 p.m. 
KWTv 
4. SUN VALLEY SERENADE— Million Dollar Movie 9.5 
Sonja Henie, John Payne; Sun. May 12 
1941; 20th Century Fox; NTA 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
KWTV 
5 SOMETHING FOR THE BOYS— Family Movietime 9.1 
Vivian Blaine, Perry Como; Wed. May 15 
1444; 20th Century Fox; NTA 4:00-5:30 p.m 
KWTV 
6 1 Ww AKE UP SCREAMING— Million Dollar Movie 8.9 
y Grable, Victor Mature, Thurs. May 16 
( ae Landi 1941; 20th Century 10:30-11:45 p.m. 
Fox; NTA KWTV 
7. CORPSE CAME C.0.D.— First Show 8.7 
George Brent, Joan Blondell; Tues. May 14 
1947; Columbia; Screen Gems 3:30-5:00 p.m 
WKY 
8. DODGE CITY— Movietime Oklahoma 8.4 
Errol Flynn, Olivia De Havilland, Tues. May 14 
Ann Sheridan; 1939; Warner Brothers; 9:30-11:30 p.m 
\ssociated Artists Productions KGEO 
9. SOMEWHERE IN THE NIGHT— Family Movietime 8.0 
iyd Nolan; John Hodiak, Nancy Thurs. May 16 
Guild; 1946; 20th Century 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Fox; NTA KWTV 
16. A BELL FOR ADANO— Million Dollar Movie 7.6 
Gene Tierney, John Hodiak; 1945; Sun. May 12 
20th Century Fox; NTA 10:30-12:15 a.m 
KWTV 
10. HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST— First Show 7.6 
Loretta Young, Melvyn Douglas; Thurs. May 16 
1940; Columbia; Screen Gems 3:30-5:00 p.m. 


WKY 


SHARE OF MAY, 1957 
HIGH Low AUDIENCE TOP COMPETING SHOWS 
11.0 9.8 42.0 WROGHIE og ccciwcedssessn KLZ 
Furniture Theatre...... KBTV 
12.8 7.1 26.5 I os sx ans oemnards Kiz . 
Dick Powell oric-« ened aan KLZ . 
Stories of the Century........ KLZ . 
News; Weather nr ;- ae 
11.3 8.6 25.6 Sheriff of Cochise ........... KLZ 
Kingdom of the Sea.......... KBTV 
Newas Weather... ...scccteces KLZ . 
Weather; Sport Shop......... KLZ . 
10.7 8.0 23.1 CO "eee KBTV 
te Pee Tere KBTV 
TD cS os Sa c0 cen KLZ . 
Weather; Sport Shop......... KLZ . 
9.8 5.7 17.1 Re > CrP KBTV 
ER ee - yee KBTV 
eS KBTV 
OWES “WOGHNEE: 25 sceb ceeccce KLZ . 
Weather; Sports Shop........ KLZ . 
8.6 7.1 12.8 Wet Bie TS00.;... a. 6 vand esos KLZ . 
Eee VOR: . . .5.> oedennw eat KLZ . 
10.4 5.1 23.4 Guy Lombardo KLZ . 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents — i ae 
DING js oe adc cmanieaes KLZ 
San Francisco Beat.......... KTVR 
8.6 6.8 17.0 7 a sna clin wd ete-etes ae KOA 
Sheriff of Cochise. .......0+. KLZ 
Kingdom of the Sea.......... KBTV 
ee KLZ . 
10.1 6.5 35.0 Mowe: Woether.........¢+.: ae. 
Weather; Sport Shop........ KLZ 
Adventure Theatre. .......... KBTV 
7.7 5.4 15.3 Person To Person............ KLZ . 
Secret Journal tere, << 
SOE GMANOE. vc cccccscacs® KOA . 
OOS. AUPE. oe cocccow eens KLZ . 
27.0 25.8 444 \s gh. &°” ere KWTV 
a eee KWTV 
15.9 15.0 62.4 Our Biss. Brooks. 2.4... .00.00: KWTV 
Family Movietime........... KWTV 
13.7 8.6 50.4 ae re WKY 
Big Red Shindig.. .......0.; WKY 
Badge 714 ay ee ae WKY 
Perry Como james §ao.e% WKY 
9.9 9.4 50.5 News; Comedy Classics....... WKY 
Zoo Parade erate S40 2 
Wide Wide World........... WKY 
9.4 8.6 48.9 gO ee SP eee WKY 
Giant Kids Matinee.......... WKY 
9.4 8.6 58.9 Movietime Oklahoma......... KGEO 
Te Tee. . €oscnGvedasex KGEO 
9.0 8.2 60.5 Gur Biss Brooks... <i .%00.00 KWTV 
Family Movietime............ KWTV 
9.4 6.0 26.2 INE. 2:0: w-0 0 9 na.dieite ceed WKY 
a 00,4 a6 > eas el ae 
News; Weather; Sports........ WKY 
Million Dollar Movie......... KWTV 
8.6 7.3 46.6 Pivet:.Ghow .. . . 0. see BUSSE WKY 
Giant Kids Matinee.......... WKY 
8.6 4.7 59.9 Masquerade Party............. WKY 
Movietime Oklahoma......... KGEO 
7.7 7.3 51.8 Our Biles Brooks. .....icecss- KWTV 
Family Movietime............ KWTV 
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TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Wilson Hall back at work with NBC News after extended hospitali- 
zation. Former Cairo bureau chief for the web is now working out of 
the N.Y news desk, with wife Lee Hall, who assisted him in Cairo, 
doing the news on the WRCA-TV “Sunday Schedule” . Hubbell 
Robinson Jr. back from London after a three-week stay setting up | 
CBS-TV’s new European office with Michael Burke in charge .. . 
John Henry Faulk starred in Buff Cobb’s production of “Tobacco 
Road” over the weekend at the Lakeside Summer Theatre in Lake 
Hopatcong, N.J. Alfredo Antonini guest-conducted the Music 
Under the Stars concert in Milwaukee last night (Tues.) . . . Hardin 
Callithan switches from the CBS Radio Press Info Dept. copy desk 
to the CBS-TV press sector as a member of John Walsh's special proj- 
ects unit .. . Jack Sterling took a week off his WCBS show te attend 





the marriage of his daughter Jane to Bill Fengel in Quincy, Ill., with | 


Peter Thomas pinchhitting for Sterling . . . The International Poster 
Annual has selected six posters created for on-screen promotion by 
Georg Oldein, CBS-TV director of graphic arts. It’s the second con- 
secutive year Oldein has placed six or more in the collection .. . 
Jimmy Dean to entertain at the 4th National Boy Scout Jamboree in 
Valley Forge July 12-18 . . . J. Walter Thompson publicity chief Al 
Durante to Cape Cod for the month of July... 
public relations counsel for RCA who recently lost a $125,000 breach 
of contract suit against the company, last week was hit by a $229 
judgment obtained by RCA to cover costs of the action... Judy 
Tyler, Orson Bean, Peter Donald and Robert Clary signed as regular 
panelists on Mike Stokey’s “Pantomine Quiz,” which takes over the 
“Person to Person” slot Friday (15) . . . David Kerman into a running 
part on CBS Radio’s “Wendy Warren”. Jimsey Somers playing the 
femme lead of “Modern Romances” this week, with Jeffrey Harris 
playing opposite her . “Person to Person” coproducer Jesse Zousmer 
off tomorrow (Thurs.) for a two-month tour of Europe and will explore 
the possibility of some filmed-in-Europe segments for the show as 
well as line up European stars for possible “P to P” dates when they 
hit the U.S. next fall . . . Betty Madigan set for a guest shat on the 
CBS-TV Vic Damone show July 24. She'll appear on the Ed Sullivan 
show this Sunday (7) . . . Garry Moore and his CBS-TV morning show 
cast entered their eighth season last week, having racked up 1,813 
shows in their seven years. All 12 cast and production staffers have 
been with the show since the start, with only one new addition in the 
past seven years, that being Frank Simms, who joined the show three 
weeks ago as second announcer . . . Jay Barney finished featured role 
in Alan Freed’s “Mr. Rock n’n Roll” film shot at Gold Medal Studios, 
wound eight-week chore on NBC Radio’s “True Confessions,” has 
started his 15th month on CBS Radio’s “Romance of Helen Trent,” 
sat for picture layout for upcoming profile on him in Radio-TV Mirror, 
got his shots for upcoming two-week tour of active duty with Signal | 
Corps and, with time hanging heavily on his hands, finished his ‘ast 
class for training projectionists for the Army, from which 155 have 
been graduated and given licenses through his lecture series. 

Joey Adams did WABD's “Entertainment Press Conference” last | 
night (Tues.) . . . Chip Cipolla on WHLI (L.I.) news staff is going to | 
teach the business to Fordham U. undergrads .. . Paul Klempner quits 
ABC to become WQXR director of sales development . . . Lon King, 
assistant veep at Peters, Griffin, Woodward, becomes director of out- 
fit’s tv sales promotion-research arm , . Joan Lemmo, Marshall Izen 
éebut their juve production, “Leopard “and the Puffle,” on CBS-TV’'s 
“Captain Kangaroo” Saturday (6), before going on tour of the straw- 





Roy Norr, onetime | 


hat circuit ... Florence M. Monroe, tv supervisor at WNYE, the broad- 
cast training ground for the city’s board of education, becomes exec 
producer of “The Living Blackboard” on WPIX next fall ... Don 
Elliot, jazz musician, played “Tonight” last eve (Tues.) in a forerunner 
of the Newport Jazz fest. 

Howard F. Tedman elected a v.p. of Goodson-Todson Productions, 
as well as being appointed director of business affairs. Prior to these | 





Goodson-Todson Productions, treasurer of “What's My Line, Inc,” 
and Goodson-Todman Enterprises .. . Pianist George Shearing and 
| Teddy Wilson plus baton wielder Count Basie will be featured on Sat- 
| urday’ s (6) MBS “Bandstand,” to be broadcast from the Newport (R.1.) 
Jazz Festival . Japanese Premier Nobusuke Kishi was featured on 
Mutual’s “Around the World” United Nations feature Sunday (30)... 
| Al Freedman will produce and Paul Taubman will be musical director 
on NBC's new Barry & Enright “High-Low” quizzer, kicking off to- 
morrow (Thurs.). Both are doubling from ““Twenty-One” . Frontpage 
story last week on “Studio One” inadvertently erred in naming show's 
producer as Howard Duff. Shoulda been Gordon Duff, of course... 
WRCA-TV program chief George Heinemann off for a two-week’ vaca- 
tion in Bermuda . . . Herb Strauss, unit manager for NBC-TV, just 
{completed waxing a Riverside folk-music album with the Mundell 
Lowe group backing his vocals. LP contains some originals by Strauss 
and Lowe . . . Caroline Burke Off to Europe soon for some taped 
Talent agent-producer Roger White is out of the hospital after an 


extended siege and is recuperating at his Point Lookout, L.I., summer | 


home .. . Gene Sultan featured on NBC-TV’s “True Story” Saturday 
(6)... WLIB prez Harry Novik cited by the Special Citizens Volunteer 
Committee of the Abyssinian Baltimore Church for his ‘unselfish con- 
tribution toward race relations” and his work on behalf of world 
betterment ... John Tillman, WPIX newscaster, now has a 30-foot 
Chris-Craft for on-the-spot filming and recording for news emanating 
from N.Y.’s harbors . . . Peggy McCay, who gave up the lead in the 
|“Love of Life” soaper last year to concentrate on legit and nighttime 


| tv, signed for the lead on “Lux Video Theatre” July 11 in “The Soft- | 


est Music” . Walter Craig of the Norman, Craig & Kummel agency, 
flew Panam to Paris yesterday (Tues.) for his first European vacation. 
He’s confining the baptism to the French and British capitals and is 
|due back toward the end of July . . . June Lockhart having a busy 
week of it: she appears on “Studio One” Monday (8), is subbing (with 


| Hugh Downs) for Tex & Jinx McCrary and has a repeat of her “Con- | 
Athena Lorde | 


fession” film on “Playhouse 90" on Thursday (11)... 
|into “Wendy Warren” and Nat Polen into “Road of Life,” both 
| CBSoapers . . . Claire Mann leaves for Europe Sunday (7) to arrange 
for a U.S. lecture tour for Lady Eden in the fall, at which time Miss 
Mann also resumes her WOR-TV series . . . John E. McCarthy takes 
over the Socony newscasts on WPIX this week in place of the vaca- 
tioning Kevin Kennedy .. . Lillian Meyer, daughter of Washington 
Daily News publisher Matt "Meyer, working as an assistant in Bob 
Fuller’s publicity operation at WCBS-TV for the summer .. . Ned) 
| Cramer will direct “Camera Three” on WCBS-TV while Clay Yurdin 
vacations this month . Jack Miller, Marvin Josephson to L.A. to 
pease a co-production deal for Keeshan-Miller . . . 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


While waiting for the word that would put Roy Rogers back in the 
| network running, Art Rush, his manager, is putting together what he 
| hopes will be the first class western with guestars from all the leading 
| corrals. Not a rodeo, at which he is a master organizer, but a collec- 
|tion of the finest country entertainers in the west. It would be a 
| monthly spec in color .. . Coronet’s Bill Phillipson has so many irons 
lin the fire and so many hats in the air that his phone bill must be 
| staggering. With most of Coronet’s shows coming from Hollywood, he 
| and Henry Jaffe will be i. the air flying between here and N.Y. more 

(Continued on page 38) 
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present offices Todman served in the capacity of business manager of | 


NBC, CBS-TV Hot 
After Libby Coin 


Both NBC and CBS are hot on 
the trail of Libby-Owens-Ford, 
which is about to commit for an 
alternate-week half-hour program 
for the fall. CBS-TV is pitching 
a half of the alternate-week hour 
available on the “Perry Mason” 
| stanza, while NBC has presented 
a couple of properties, among 
them “The Californians,” on which 
Singer has already purchased the 
alternate week. 

The glass manufacturer has al- 
|ready purchased one-quarter spon- 
{sorship of NBC's nine nationally 
televised NCAA football schedule 
for the fall, but won't make a de- 
cision on its program buy until 
|later this week. Negotiations are 
being made via Fuller & Smith 
& Ross, repping the client. 

CBS had Libby-Owens interest- 
ed in half of “Mr. Adams & Eve” 
as a replacement for Colgate, 
which asked to be released from 
its alternate-week commitment, 
but that fizzled out. Reason was 
that Libby-Owens in its advertis- 
ing claims to be the chief glass 
|supplier for General Motors, while 
“Adams” is adjacent to the Ford 
Motors-sponsored “Zane Grey The- 
atre.” 








‘Sunshine Biscuit’s 
CBS-TV Daytime Buys 


Sunshine Biscuits is making its 
appearance as a network sponsor 
| via a lineup of three alternate- 
; week CBS-TV daytime quarter- 
|}hours. Sunshine, which will ad- 
vertise three products on its sched- 
ule, will sponsor two adjacent 
quarter-hours of Garry Moore on 
alternate weeks plus an alternate- 
week quarter hour of “Our Miss 
Brooks.” 

Deal was set via Cunningham & 
Walsh, which until now has chan- 
neled all Sunshine’s_ television 
business into the spot field. 





Houston—Elliott Field has been 
appointed public relations director 
here of KILT, operated by Gordon 
McLendon of Dallas. 
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THANKS 


for a most pleasant season 


to: 


to: the STAFF and CAST 
of the Dinah Shore 


Chevy Show 


and fo: 





DINAH SHORE 


Exclusive Representation 
ASHLEY-STEINER CORP. 
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Too Many Sponsors, So Canada AFM 


Yanks Summer Variety Series 


Toronto, July 2. 
For the first time in CBC-TV his- 
tory, American Federation of Musi- 
cians yanked a program at the last 
minute. The AFM claimed that 
“Summertime,” a summer variety 
replacement, was a _ two-sponsor | 


show instead of a reported one- | 
sponsor series; that members of 
Jack Kane's 26-piece orchestra 


were therefore entitled to an extra | 
$5 each for the Friday night 30- 
minute kickoff of a 13 weeks’ pro- 
gram emanating from here over 
the CBC-TV network across 
Canada. Dispute will be resolved 
this week by AFM and CBC brass. 

Walter Murdoch, head of the 
Canadian Council of AFM, claimed 
that Nescafe and Quick (Hayhurst 
Agency) were reported as jointly 
sponsoring the opening program 
but that signoff commercial, ac- 
cording to script submitted by CBC 
to AFM, stated “next week's broad- 
cast” would be presented by Sun- 
beam (Vickers & Benson), this 
making “Suramertime” a tw6-spon- 
sor show, according to AFM regu- 
lations. 

To puzzlement of trans-Canada 
viewers, who immediately started 
checking newspaper tv listings, a 
kinescoped play was substituted for 
the musical show teeoff, with CBC- 
TV announcement at finish that 


























WAY OUT 
I\ FRONT! 


| ly 


NBC-TV’s $2,260,000 





Oldtime steamboat races along | 
our Ohio River Valley were often | 
close, and hazardous to put your | 


money on. Quite different from 


today’s audience race among 
TV stations. When you put your 
money on WSAZ-TV, you've 
picked THE winner. Survey after 
survey gives the title to this 69- 
county giant — and the latest 
Nielsen is no exception. Consider 
these WSAZ-TV margins over 
the next-best station: 


95,670 more homes per month 
99,430 more homes per week 


101,130 more daytime homes, 
weekdays 

100,580 more nighttime 
homes, weekdays 

WSAZ.TV steams with compar- 
able popularity across a four- 
state domain wherein almost 
$4,000,000,000 buying power 
awaits advertisers who like to 
ride with the winner. The gang- | 
way is down at any Katz office. 





HUNTINCTON-CHARLESTON. w. VA. 


W.B.o. WHETwoRrR:Ee 


Att hated with Radio Stations 
WSAZ. Huntington & WKAZ, Charleston 


LAWRE NCE H. ROGERS, PRESIDENT 
Represented by The Katz Agency 


To ene ee = 


|mobile unit, 


| Sunday 
| through because Kaiser*was unable | 


|“ ‘Summertime’ has been indefinite- 


postponed pending an agree- 
ment for the series between the 

aerican Federation of Musicians 
and the Canadian Broadcasting 


| Corp.” 





In Daytime Billings, 
New Biz & Renewals 


NBC-TV this week wrapped up 
$2,260,000, in gross daytime tele- | 
vision new business and renewals, | 
pacting American Home to a 52- 
week renewal for four alternate- 
week quarter-hours and signing the 
Drackett Co, (Windex) to a new 
business-renewal contract for five 
alternate- week quarter-hours over 
: 13-week span starting in Septem- 
er. 

The American Home deal, set via | 
the Geyer agency, amounts to | 
$1,700,000 gross and involves “Tic | 
Tae Dough,” “It Could Be You,” | 
and two segments on “Queen for a 
Day.” Drackett coin, via Young & 
Rubicam, amounts to $560,000 gross 
and involves two “Bride & Groom” 
segments and single alternate- 
week segments of “Tic Tac Dough,” 
“Price Is Right” and “It Could Be 
You,” plus two weekly participa- 
tions in “Today.” 


ZIV’S “WEST POINT’ 
SHIFTING TO ABC 


CBS-TV may not want it, but 
ABC-TV does. Latter has tenta- 
tively established Ziv’s ‘West 
Point Story” at 7:30 Mondays for 
next season. The half-hour tele- 
film was sponsored this season by 
General Foods on CBS Fridays at 
8, but was cancelled after one go- 
round. 

After being in and then out again 








= | several times over, it once more ap- 
| pears that 


“Wire Service” is back 
in ABC's Monday night picture. 
Plan to do a half-hour version of 
the current Don Sharpe-produced 
hour vidfilm was rejected by the 
network three weeks ago, but now 
ABC is considering it for 8 p.m 
to follow “Story.” It’s held likely 
in New York that Brian Keith will! 


| alternate with Dane Clark as star 


of “Service.” 


WLW-T in Cincy Gets 
RCA Tint Mobile Unit 


Cincinnati, July 2 
the Crosley Broadcast- 





WLW-T, 


jing outlet here, became the first 


non-network-owned television sta- 
tion equipped with its own color 
a $250,000 RCA unit 
which mounts three cameras, audio 
equipment and a mobile transmit- 


| ter which microwaves remotes to 


the station’s transmitter, Unit even 
has air-conditioning. 

Station celebrated acquisition of 
the unit yesterday (Mon.) with a 
special program which was carried 
also by Crosley’s Columbus and 
Dayton outlets. 











——ee Continued from page 23 





plays Bret Maverick, a brother. 
rather than have him in every one 
of the 60-minute westerns: 

A new corporation will be 
formed with a three-way partner- 
ship to produce the series, begin- 
ning Sept. 22. ABC, Kaiser and 
Warners are teaming in joint 
ownership of the package. 

Three weeks ago, a conditional 
contract for the 7:30 to 9 p.m. ! 
time on ABC-TV fell! 


to line up a sufficient number of 
quality features for television. 

“Maverick,” following “You 
Asked for It,” a limited-network | 
show sponsored by Best Foods, | 
gets the network off a serious Sun- | 
day night hook, though ABC still 
hasn't sold the time from 8:30 to 
10, when Mike Wallace takes over 
for a half-hour on behalf of Philip 
Morris. 

Kaiser aim, by doing the west- 
ern, is to bridge CBS’ Ed 
Sullivan and NBC's Steve Alien, 
both from 8 to 9, and to offer tv 
audiences counterprogramming to 
the comedy on both networks from 
7:30 to 8. 


Soe ge 2 





WERNER MICHEL TO 
REACH & McCLINTON 


Werner Michel has joined the | 


que Continued from page 24 eee 





casting Corp. 


| weakly and possibly 


Reach, McClinton agency as V.p. 
in charge of radio and television. 


He’ll supervise the broadcast ac- | 


tivities of such clients at the agen- 
cy as Prudential, International La- 
tex, Beneficial Finance and West- 
inghouse International. 

Michel resigned from Benton & 
Bowles, where he was producer of 
“Edge of Night,” the first of the 
half-hour daytime soapers (on CBS- 
TV), for Procter & Gamble. Prior 
to that, he was exec producer for 
the DuMont network, director of 
productions for Electronicam and 
associate producer for Kenyon & 
Eckhardt. 


Canada's B’casting 
Policies Due For 
Drastic Changes 


Ottawa, July 2. 
Canada’s Progressive Conserva- 
tive party, when it was official op- 





| position in the Housc of Commens, 


severely and persistently blasted 
government policy on broadcasting 
in general and the Canadian Broad- 
in particular. Now 
the PCs are in power, although 
briefly (they 
elected only four more members of 
parliament than did the Liberals 
in the June 10 federal voting and 
another election is considered in- 
evitable), they are expected to 
make changes in Canada’s radio 
and television regulations and op- 
erations, 

What the changes will be have 
not been officially indicated but an 
unofficial and strongly reliable in- 
dication has come through J. Alex 
Hume, whose third-of-a-century as 
parliamentary press gallery writer 
for The Ottawa Citizen has given 
him valuable insight and connec- 
tions. Hume, who can—and has— 
correctly predicted many things 
from the outcome of an e'ection to 
the appointee to a senior civil 


ervice job, cites Parliament Hill 
sources for predicting that: 

4S new regulatory body will be | 
appointed soon with full jurisdic- 


tion over CBC and non-CBC tele- 
vision and radio. Under standing 
arrangements.. the CBC board of 
governors makes recommendations 
to the federal Transport depart- 
ment on licensing matters and the 


CBC administers all radio and 
video regulations. The new body, 
Hume predicts, will have even 


wider powers than recommended 
by the recent Fowler Commission. 

Granting of new tv and radio 
broadcasting licenses wil! be con- 
siderably loosened, even where it 
means competition for CBE. 

CBC will be ordered to go after 
more commercial revenue on all 
fronts, sponsors to spots. 

Progressive Conservative relaxa- 
tion of restrictions on licensing 
privately-owned video outlets is ex- 
pected because the PCs in ovposi- 


tion continually termed the CBC as 


a “monopoly” since it would not al- 
low non-CBC tv stations in major 
cities having CBC video stations 


TV for Bermuda 





Bermuda is getting its first tele-| 


come November. 
Station, which will operate on 
Channel 10 under call letters of 
ZBM-TV in Pembroke’ is owned by 
Bermuda Radio & Television Co., 
Ltd 

Outlet is affiliating with CBS-TV 
jas an Extended Market Plan sta- 
tion, using kinescopes of CBS 
shows where ordered by sponsors. 


vision station 








Updating the Soaps 
Some soapopera scripters 
have fertile imaginations, but 


Hector Chevigny, who writes 
the CBS Radio “Second Mrs, 
Burton,” came up with a lulu. 


He had the editor-publisher 
of a smalltown newspaper and 
one of the principals in the 
serial (Dwight Weist plays the 
role) take off for the Big City 
for a week (July 8). Purpose— 
to try and get a job with CBS 
News in N. Y. 


Kudner Advertising, has ordered 
la five-times weekly morning news- 
cast at 7:30 a.m., plus three Gabriel 
| Heafter evening commentaries for 
| a four-week campaign starting July 
| 29. 


Also starting this week is a.cam- 
paign by S. C. Johhston for its in- 
sect repellent “Off,” for 40 20- 
second spots following newscasts 
on five consecutive weekends, start- 


ing Friday (5). Firm also has 
ordered participations in five 
“Counter-Spy” broadcasts. 


A campaign involving 100 eight- 
second spots each week following 
newscasts has been ordered by 
Equitable Life, to run for six-weeks 
starting Aug. 31. Florists Tele- 
graphic has taken 20-second net 
chain break spots following news- 
casts on a one-week per-month 
basis. 

Beltone Hearing Aid has again 
placed a 26-week order for spon- 
sorship of Gabriel Heatter news- 
casts at 7:30 p.m., starting Sept. 10. 
Also covering Heatter program- 
ming is an order from Sleep-Eze for 
a new Heatter news feature to be 
initiated on the net’s Sunday sched- 
ule this fall. 

The new MBS programming for- 
mula gives net five-minute of news 
on the half-hour to sell, as well as 
20-second and eight-second network 
chain break spots. 


Continued from page 25 














gave the 12:30-1:30 p.m. (CDT) slot 
a 3.8 rating in May and Nielsen a 
3.3, in their multi-network area 
surveys. In Chicago, the ratings are 
second in the time period but well 
behind CBS-TV fare. 

Local brass feels the show could 
be a sleeper despite the ratings 
and maintains the letters will 
prove, if nothing else, that the “60” 
audience is a devoted one. Feeling 
is also strong that each letter rep- 
resents a greater number of view- 
ers than the viewers-per-inquiry 
estimations of rating services. 

Several months ago, the net 
drew almost 11,000 unsolicited let- 
ters from James’ reading of the 
prose poem, “Listen, Son,” on the 
show. Network's spot sales depart- 
ment now is sending copies of the 
sentimental opus to agency pro- 
| Spects, in hopes they'll respond to 
the mail statistics instead of the 
ratings. 














Doerfer 


Continued from page 24 


announced by the White House in 
making public an exchange of cor- 
respondence between the former 
FCC chairman and the President. 
McConnaughey wrote the President 
he feels he “must retire from gov- 
enrment service” at the expiration 
of his term June 30 “due to per- 
sonal considerations.” 

He said it had been “a most de- 
lightful experience” to have had 
the privilege of serving “under the 
leadership of the most able Presi- 
dent of the United States during 





| my lifetime.” He concluded by say- 


ing that if he could ever be of ser- 
vice again he hoped the President 
would “command” him. 

In reply, the President said he 
fully appreciated the reasons for 





| McConnaughey's decision 


“to re- 
tire” and that it was “with regret” 
that he learned of it. As chairman 
of the FCC and previously as chair- 
man of the Renegotiation Board, 
the President said, “you have ren- 
dered able and distinguished ser- 
vice to the Nation and to this Ad 
ministration.” 


Jaffe-Phillipson 


Continued from page 23 ae 











put, only one series will originate 
in N. Y.- It will be “Command 
Performance,” to be produced in 
cooperation with the American 
Theatre Wing. Phillipson said an 
order for this series of 13 live hour 
shows is expected next week. For- 
mat is in the nature of a salute to 
the famous figures of the American 
stage, with their greatest triumphs 
reenacted by others. 

All Coronet properties are being 
sold without pilots. Phillipson said 
the company’s policy is to use the 
money expended for pilots to im- 
prove the quality of writing. 











Hub’s WNAC (AM & TV) 
Packs ’Em in for Pops 
Night at Symphony Hall 


Boston July 2. 

WNAC and WNAC-TV’s biggest 
shebang, Pops Night, had 2,325 in- 
vited guests, including radio tv aud 
members ad agency reps, the 
press and the radio-tv’s station 
family at Symphony Hall where 
maestro Arthur Fiedler and his 
orch played a salute to start of 
WNAC-TYV’s 10th year and WNAC’s 
36th year. Ed Sullivan flew in for 
the event, was introed by Phyllis 
Doherty, p.r. and adv director, and 
gifted Norm Knight, exec veep. It 
was Sullivan’s ninth anni on 
WNAC-TV. 

Special selections for the Pops 
concert were chosen by Ed Pearle 
of the promosh dept. and there 
were special musical tributes to 
personalities Louise Morgan, Jim 
Dixon and Gus Saunders. special 
“Easy Listenin’” composition was 
rendered tieing up with WNAC 
radio’s format of smooth music. 
Pops Night, anni affair, is biggest 
goodwill p.r. endeavor of the org. 





Oklahoma City—James R. Ter- 
rell, national sales manager for 


WKY-TV in Oklahoma City, has 
been elected to serve as secre- 
tary of the Oklahoma Association 
ot Manufacturer's Representatives, 
Inc for the 1957-58 term. New 
officers were selected during the 
June 10 meeting. 








CONFIDENCE... 


There are all kinds, but if 
you're scrapping forsales 
in the rough Southern 
California market, here's a 
soothing word... 




















Since 1951, more national 
advertisers have chosen 
KTTV than any other 
television station in Los 
Angeles.* 


That's a strong statement 
...even stronger when you 
consider that KTTV is an 
independent. Advertisers 
can’t buy KTTV by accident. 
Talk to your Blair man. 


He can show you why KTTV 
has earned that confidence. 


S -~4 as & 
Los Angeles Times-MGM 
Television -— ) 


Represented nationally by BLAIR-TV 
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Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


CBS-TV, following the precedent it set with its interview of Nikita 
S. Khrushchev a month ago, has turned the prints of its “See It Now” 
interview with Yugoslavia’s Marshal Tito over to its CBS Television 
Film Sales subsid for sale to local stations in the U.S. and abroad. 
Film Sales has already sold the Edward R. Murrow interview stanza 
to six foreign outfits and to WPIX, N.Y., in the U.S. 

Six foreign television operations are BBC-TV in England, CBC for 
Canada, Australian Broadcasting Corp., Radio Janst in Sweden, CMAB 
in Cuba and XEW in Mexico City. Interview was aired Sunday (30). 





Stockholders of TelePrompTer Corp. have been summoned to a 
special meeting on July 15 by the board of directors to weigh a capital 
stock increase and a two-and-a-half-for-one stock split. 

According to Irving B. Kahn, chairman and prexy, the split, if ap- 
proved by the shareholders, will be effective on the cay of the meet- 
ing and the stockholders will receive shortly after the meeting certifi- 
cates for the increased number of shares. 

Kahn stated that management believes the new move will result in 


“WHO STOLE OUR COM’LS’? 


Philly Station Clears Up Mystery 
Of Disappearing Samples 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

WCAU-TV audiences have been 
getting some unexpected plug- 
free programs during the past few 
months because janitor Joseph 
McKnight, said- (after his arrest) 
he thought the props were junk 
to be tossed out. Instead he 
‘oaded the stuff—sunglasses, toil- 
etries, hosiery, bathroom scales 
and a clothes hamper—into his 
car and took them home. 

“We were 
exec declared. 
ready to 
commercial 
the 








“We would be 
televise a scheduled 
and would discover 
sponsor’s samples had van- 





greater investor interest in the steck of the company and will result | ished.” 


in broader ownership. He added that the increased capital stock is 
required because of the company’s expansion .program. Kahn stressed, 
however, that no additional financing is contemplated at the present 


time. . 





Ed Sullivan was elected president of the National Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences at a coast-to-coast telephone meeting of 
the board of governors. Sullivan, former chairman of the ATAS’ New 


| the station's storeroom 
}to start grinding when anyone en- 


A-hidden camera was set up in 
prepared 
|tered. The films clearly showed 
McKnight as the culprit. The sta- 
| tion did not press charges but the 
| janitor was tossed out. 








| 
embarrassed,” an 


Congress Gets Bill Asking Gov't 


Clearance on All Red Interviews 


Washington, July 2. 
Broadcast interviews with Com- 
7) munist leaders, such as those tele- 
vised by CBS, would have to be 





ARB Top 10 


(Week ending June 


Perry Como (NBC) 41.5 
Pat Boone Chevy cleared with the Government, 
Show (NBC) copadee under a_ resolution § introduced 
I Love Lucy (CBS) -++++-34.9 | vesterday (Mon.) in the House by 
| Gunsmoke (CBS) ......33.9 Rep. Ray J. Marren (D-Ind.) a 
What's My Line (CBS) 32.6 member of Rules Committee. 
Playhouse 90 (CBS) 32.3 | Resolution expresses the “sense 
Wyatt Earp (ABC) 32.0 | of Congress” that the FCC require 
Steve Allen (NBC) 31.4 | advance clearance with the Secre- 
I've Got A Secret (CBS) 31.0 (tary of State and Central Intelli- 





Father Knows Best (NBC) 30.5 


Some Series Games To 
Be Televised in Tint; 
| NEC Irons Out Kinks 


gence Agency of questions asked in 
such interviews. 

Madden told the Hovuse that 
cuestions propounded to Nikita 
Khrushchev and Marshal Tito by 
American reporters were “skimmed 
milk, watered down interrogations” 
wihtich provided Soviet and Yugo- 
slav leaders opportunities for “faise 





York chapter, was elected by unanimous vote of the board, in the | ° ° ° 
latter's first meeting. Harry Ackerman, prez of the Los Angeles chapter, | Tunick Jeins Daniels 


was elected first vicepresident; Mark Goodson, prez of the Gotham | At TNT Tele-Sessions 


branch, second v.p.; Robert Longenecker, former v.p. of the L. A. | 





chapter, secretary; and Lawrence Langner, treasurer of the N.Y. unit, 
treasurer of the national body. 

Telephone election officially activated the national body. A second 
meeting, also via phone, will be held within a month to create a com- 
mon basis for east-west membership classification and to diseuss the 
awards setup for the next Emmy presentations. 





Writers represented by the Blanche Gaines office give NBC-TV's | 
“Matinee Theatre” a 1-2-3 punch this week. On three successive days, | 
from yesterday (Tues.) to tomorrow (Thurs.) it’s a George Lowther | 


adaptation, an Ellen 


and Richard McCracken original and a James 
Truex original. > 


Lowther, incidentally, may well have established a record as a | 
“Matinee” scripter with seven plays for the NBC daytimer in the last | 


two months. His eighth will be an original, “Portrait in Miniature,” 
July 15. 





Montreal freelance Mac Shoub begins to look like another Arthur | 
His “Thank You, ‘Edmondo,” first a half-hour radio play, was | 
done three times on Canadian Broadcasting Corp.’s networks; then as | 
an hour tv play on NBC’s “Maiinee Theaire;” later as a half-hour tv | 


Hailey. 


play on CBC’s “On Camera;” and shown, on kine, by the BBC. A 
French version will soon be done on CBC’s French network. It’s also 
in “Prize Television Plays,” published by Harcourt, Brace. 

Shoub’s “Ashes in the Wind,” done as a two-hour radio play by 
CBC in ’46. was tv'd last year by NBC’s “Kraft Theatre” and later by 
CBC’s “General Motors Theatre.” It was the first hour-long Canadian 
play ta be shown by BBC, last year, and was again done the same 
year as an hour-length radio play. CBC's French network has done it 
in French, and it’s been sold to “Matinee Theatre.” It’s published in 
NBC’s “Best Television Plays.’’ Shoub has sold plenty more, too, but 


Darch Upped at WSBT | ABC Radio to Ankle 





| Irve Tunick, tv, radio and film 
| writer has been signed to an ex- 


| clusive contract by TNT Tele-Ses- | 


sions, Ine., closed-circuit Aele- 
vision organization. Tunick 
| work with Mare Daniels, director 
of TNT's program department. 
The General Electric Portable 
Appliance Dept.’s _close-circuit 
tele-session on Monday (1) repre- 
| sented Tunick’s seventh writing as- 
signment for TNT. Tunick, win- 
ner of four Peabody Awards, has 
written for 


strong Circle Theatre.” In addi- 
tion, he has written industrial films 
for Dupont, SEP, General Foods 
and Standard Oil. 

The GE _ show starred Orson 
Bean and GE executives in a new 
product introduction for distribu- 
tors and dealers in 44 locations 
from coast to coast. It was the 
ninth GE closed-circuit telecast 
handled by TNT. 


‘ . . > . 
Pinocchio’ Simulcast 
Rexall Drug has decided to ex- 
| tend its “Pinocchio” spec coverage 
;to radio and has ordered a simul- 
cast for the Oct. 13 NBC entry. 
Show, produced by Talent Associ- 
ates and starring Mickey Rooney, 





will | 


“Studio One,”: “Om-| 
nibus,” “You Are There” and “Arm.- | 


NBC-TYV, whose colorcasts of the 
World Series year before last were 
a flop, believes it’s ‘got the kinks 
worked out of the system and plans 
to tinteast at least two games in 
this year’s Series. Web will color- 
cast the first two games in the 
Series, out of the American League 
city. 

If the National League city is 
;close enough to the American 
League market to permit shuttling 
NBC’s color mobile unit, then all 
the games will be colorcast. if 

that’s not possible but the series 


runs over five games, the contests | 


beyond that will be colorcast, since 
they will emanate from the AL 
city. NBC did the Series last vear 
in black-and-white only, even 
though all the games were played 
‘in New York (Yanks vs. Dodgers). 


Cleve. Westinghouse 
| TV’er Lops Off ‘Tonight’ 


Cleveland, July 2. 

KYW-TV's dropping of “To- 
night” resulted in only 12 protest 
| letters to the station while Cleve- 
| land News radio-tv editor Maurice 
| Van Metre allowed “thus far there 
| has been little sign of a storm” al- 
}though admitting he had antici- 
| pated “viewers would rise up and 
| demand that ‘Tonight’ be re- 
turned.” 
| Station had eased “Tonight” off 





South Bend, Ind., July 2. 

Will Darch has been upped to 
the new post of commercial man- 
ager at WSBT and WSBT-TV here. 
New position combines the prev- 
ious separate designations of na- 
tional sales manager and local sales 
manager. 
—_—_—_—“_—X—Ka—s!_ 





RE 





Nielsen Service, Sez It’s 
Being Short-Changed 


ABC Radio is dropping the Niel- 
sen audience measurement service 
when its contract is up sometime 


in the next six months. Robert 
Eastman, new ABC prexy, okayed 


Walter Slezak, Fran Allison, Stub-|on two stanzas and made dropoff 


7:30 that night. | it would show best in recent West- 


Deal for both the radio and tv! inghouse purchase of RKO pack- 
versions was set through BBD&O. | age. 


by Kaye, will be aired at 6:30 to | complete with announcement that | 


propaganda and lies” in comparing 
Communism with Democracy. 

“If Communist leaders are will- 
ing to answer only questions which 
are submitted for their approval 
before the broadcast,” said Madden, 
“they should be denied the use of 
our airwaves.”, 

“The Khrushchev-Tito broadcasts 
were excellent opportunities to 
submit questions to these two Com- 
munist leaders which, if answered 
in truth, would reveal important 
facts about’ the Communist con- 
spireacy which millions throughout 
the world do not know.” 

The Congressman said the Com- 
munist leaders could have been 
asked about free elections, slave 
labor, destruction of churches and 
imprisonment of clergy. 

“The CBS network,” he said 
“should offer to the State Depart- 
;ment its facilities to answer the 
j unfortunate and misleading broad- 
casts whieh they allowed to go over 
the airways on their programs yes- 
| terday (Sunday) and on June 2.” 

Madden's proposal came in for 
‘criticism by Reps. Steven S&S. 
Derounian ‘R-N.Y.), a member of 
the Interstate Commerce Commit- 
tee, and Michael A. Feighan (D-O), 
ja member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. Derounian remarked that 
|CBS commentator Edward R. 
Murrow would be driven out of 
business. Feighan suggested the 
resolution be amended to have 
questions cleared with Madden. 





Greensboro, N. C. — Judd A. 
Choler has joined the staff of 
WFMY-TV in Greensboro ‘as pro- 
motion manager. 














a letter by his research chief Larry 
Pollock only last month, which 
blasted Nielsen for the alleged in- 
adequate way it covered the radio 
market. 

Pollock said Nielsen had “short- 
changed” the industry by counting 
the large out-of-home (car) radio 
audience as only a “bonus” group. 
A service to replace Nielsen as th 
major rating instrument at ABC 
Radio has not been disclosed. 


Prestone Antifreeze 
Into Dean Martin Specs 
Prestone antifreeze division of 
the du Pont Co. will sponsor Dean 
Martin in one or two NBC-TV spec- 
taculars next fall. The antifreeze 
outfit, via BBD&O, hasn't yet de- 
cided whether it will fully sponsor 
Martin in one special or will take 
half-sponsorship in a pair of them, 
but it’s committed to go one way 
tate. Let us show it to you at I! or the other. Shows will be aired 
your convenience. Priced et only fin late fall, during Prestone’s sale 
$1000. per acre and terms can be J! period. 
arranged. Apart from the Martin shows 
BISHOP REALTY CO. (Realtors) (which have nothing to do with the 
1014 Main St. Peekskill, N. Y. || Singer's half-hour show Saturday 
night for Liggett & Myers and 
ee | Max Factor on NBC), Prestone is 
looking for a couple of specials on 





Met. Willlem Merris Agency 





————————— EE 


When The Show Is Over 


most of the profession likes te get 
away to where it is quiet yet within 
en hour's run back to the bright 
lights. We have @ 15 acre and « 
20 acre piece of property south- 
east of Peekskill in Westchester 
Co., which is ideal for a small es- 








72 ST. E. , Papier mt is ow pr a ra 
4 Madison o satura’ cam ng late 
Bans Reng ae Floor fall on ABC Radio. Parent com- 


pany du Pont, of course, is set with 
10 90-minute specials next séason 


ENORMOUS LIVING ROOM 
2 Bedrooms on CBS-TV. 





IDEAL FOR ONE WHO 
ENTERTAINS LAVISHLY 


$500 Month For Appt. Call 
Mrs. Brown, Plaza 5-3553 


Rossbach Associates, Inc. 





Forth Worth — Joe Evans has 
| been named national sales mana- 
ger of KFJZ-TV here succeeding 
‘Dale Drake who recently was 
d manager of KLIF, Dallas. 














| hak Condinar. 





—— 


We are big bores at parties. 
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: TV Follow-Up Comment 
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Everly Bros., two youngsters, did 





“Bye, Bye Love,” and Nancy Whis- 
key, flown from England, with 
the Charles McDevitt Skiffle 
group, did “Freight Train.” Com- 
edienne Kaye Ballard got some 


vocks out of a mother-daughter bit. 
Jo, Jack & Joanie, comedy three- 
some from England, looked funnier 
than their act delivered. Horo. 





I've Got a Secret 
It’s no secret that “I’ve Got a 
Secret” never meant to keep a se- 
cret. or, for that matter, divulge 
one of even moderate interest, The 


gimmick on this CBS-TV Wednes- 
day night half-hour, now in its 
sixth year, is so frail that when the 


panelists are not being especially 
funny, which has to happen some- 
times though inat's what they are 
essentially being paid to do, the 
show's muscles are clipped. 

But, not counting some of the 
usual foundering any panel has to 
go through when they are trying to 
guess things that interest them not | 
one iota, the past outing (26) was 
on the funny side, until the week- 
ly ringer was rung fn, that is. Lou 
Costello—and what would Good- 
son & Todman do if for just one 
week they were unable to locate 
a bigname guest—had a secret. It | 
wasn't much of a secret, and it 
didn't come off well. As a matter 
of fact, it was amateurish and 
somewhat embarrassing the way 
his secret was divulged. That didn’t 
seem to be the comic’s fault half 
as much as the producer's, for giv- 
ing him what he had to de. Cos- 
tello imitated the poses of various 
high fashion femmes—and that 
was his secret—as their pictures 
were projected on a screen behind 
the panel as the panel was attempt- 
ing to figure out what was what. 
Costello, about as comfortable as a 
dowager in a steam bath on the 
lower east side, is no pantomimist. 

Pavel and moderator on “Se- 
cret” are particularly pleasant per- 
sons, adept at the easy, adlib hu- 
mor. Front man Garry Moore, Bill 
Cullen and Henry Morgan are in 
total harmony, everything they do 
coming off nicely. Faye Emerson 
Meadows 


and Jayne are no 
slouches either, and while just as 
glib as the males, their job is 


more one of charm than humor. 
Incidentally—this being only a 
neutral comment—Miss Meadows 
and another G-T panelist on an- 


other G-T show, Arlene Francis on 

“What's My Line?”, sound a great 

deal alike, inflection in particular. 
Art. 


Kraft TV Theatre 

David Davidson turned in an in- 
teresting though unsuccessful 
drama in “The Curly-Headed Kid,” 
last week's Kraft entry on NBC- 
TV In attempting to create a 
full-scale characterization of a cru- 
sading newspaper columnist, David- 
son resorted to the pat and cliche 
in creating and analyzing his cen- 
tral figure, and the characteriza- 
tion just didn’t come off. 

What did sustain interest, how- 
ever, was the other side of the 
drama, the plot development con- 
cerned with an amiable youngster 
in the title role. In developing his 
characterization of the columnist 
through the story of a young 
drifter whom the columnist saves 
from execution on a phony rap 
and who then settles down to try 
to make something of himself, Da- 
vidson perhaps unintentionally 
came up with something far more 





Continued from page 31 
rewarding than the attempt at| 


. 





characterization. 

He was abetted in this via the 
performance of a neweomer, War- 
ren Beatty, in the title role. Young 
Beatty first of all is amiable and 
personable. Secondly, he can act 
Perhaps his pronunciation falls a 
little too close to the grunt and 
groan variety for some tastes, but 
his performance was 


some time to come. 

Raymond Massey, 
umnist, was crisp and authorita- 
tive in a sort of change-of-pace for 
the vet actor. Though saddled 
with a part that tended to strain 
the credulity, Massey gave it at 
least an external believability in 
his handling of the part, and Da- 
vidson helped with some crisp 
dialog. Nancy Malone, as_ his 
daughter (who falls in love with 
the boy), was fresh and purty and 
also believable. Director Peter 
Turgeon moved dhe story along 
swiftly. 

Jim Bishop appeared as a spe- 


i cial guest, lauding his fellow col- 


umnists all over the country. His 
prose was purpler than the Kraft 
colorcast. Chan. 





Sunday Night at the London 
Palladium 

The final show in this series 
from the London Palladium, net- 
worked by 
(23), provided one of the weakest 
vaude bills aired throughout 
program's run. During the past 
months, Val Parnell, who's pro- 


duced the show, has, with only a} 


few exceptions, provided headlin- 
ers of international fame and up 
to the minute appeal. In many 
cases they’d just wound a Palla- 
dium vaude stint. On this occasion 
Lily Pons stepped into the star 
spot to receive a lukewarm recep- 
tion for a tepid performance. 
She made an uncertain entry 
down a long flight of stairs, con- 
centrating more on her descent 
than on the rendering of her clas- 
sical disklick, “The Bell 
Her singing lacked the quality as- 
sociated with an opera star of her 
status and she just didn’t 
comfortable in front of the cam- 


eras. Her other offerings, con- 
cluded by “The Blue Danube,” 
were all disappointing. As the 


topper of this show, Miss Pons fell 
very much short of the standard 
set in the past. 

Another unusual entry for this 
program was excerpts from 
London production of “Damn Yan- 
kees,” which heralded the first} 
public performance in the femme} 
lead of Elizabeth Seal, who's taken | 





clear-cut | 
and believable. He'll be around for 


as the col-| 


Associated TeleVision | 


the | 


Song.” | 


look | 


the | 


by $280 each week. The aim has 
been to get a bucket, suspended 
from the middle of a cord tied 
round two competitors waists, over 
a peg without using hands. It was 
finally achieved on this show when 
the prize stood at $2,520. 

The George Carden dancers, 
resident on the program through- 
out its run, maintained their high 
standard, and Cyril Ornadel’s Pal- 
ladium oreh provided excellent 
accompaniments. Bary. 


"ARB Goes Out of Town 
In Expanding Its TV 
Audience Measurement 





| tions, that of measuring the out-of- 
|town audience, as well as the audi- 
lence in metropolitan areas, is be- 
ing offered by American Research 
|Bureau. The new service comes 
on heels of ARB’s announced plans 
for a “secret week” rating and a 
four-week rating service, in order 
to overcome the practice of slot- 
ting the best feature films during 
jrating week 
Beginning in June ARB area 
| audience surveys will measure ‘en- 
| tire television market areas in- 
| stead of specific station coverage 
areas. Each market area survey 
| will include all counties in which 
|} any home market station claims ef- 
| fective coverage. In presenting 
area measurement results ARB 
will depart from its normal rating 
report fermat by reporting audi- 
ence size for each program in 
| terms of total homes reached. Cur- 
rently ARB's plan is to produce a 
total area report a minimum of 
jonce per year for each of ARB'’s 
| 16 monthly cities. The charge to 
jthe station for the extra service 
| will be from $2,000 to $3,000. 


| 
} 





‘Telethon Funds Benefit 
| Fargo Tornado Victims 


Fargo, N. D., July 2. 

The North Dakota Broadcasting 
Co. and the Dickinson Radio Assn 
carried a special telethon which 
ran from Saturday (29) at 9:30 p.m 
through the following day at 5 p.m., 
to raise funds for the victims of the 
lrecent Fargo tornado. Total of 
| $51,000 was raised with more to 
| come. 

The 19 and one-half hours tele- 
| thon was broadcast simultaneously 
|on radio and tv, originating from 
| the KXJB studios at Fargo. All 
| funds raised through the telethon 
were turned over to the American 
Red Cross to be administered to 


Another service to television sta- | 


over from Belita at the Coliseum. | Victims of the Fargo tornado. Co- 
Miss Seal put over the seduction | operating stations underwrote costs 
scene in “Whatever Lola Wants,” | with much manpower and material 
with plenty of appeal but the num-| donated by local business and pro- 
ber fost most of its impact by | fessional people. 

yg: Beng — _ | 
n. thoug e was ed, the! ’ 
male lead Ivor Emanuel did nothing ‘Treasure Chest’ as 


but watch Miss Seal. The other wt 
excerpt from the show, the male | Day timer on NBC-TV 
quartet rendering of “Heart,” came “Treasure Chest,” the Jan Mur- 
across much better, and its comedy | ray quizzer which had held down 
content registered well. {a Friday night spot on ABC-TV 
George Holmes provided a good | this season, will shift to NBC in 
tv act with his acrobatic dancing mid-August as a half-hour daytime 
and routine with lighted cigarets| strip, “Treasure Chest” moves into 
which kept appearing from his|the 10:30 to 11 a.m. strip as one of 
— scudvam tia tie "beat Bs ithe two replacements for “Home,” 
Clock” spot conducted by emcee | — _— Francis the vahiety 
Tommy Trinder, who leaves the |”, "| t” fe William Morri 
show during its summer switch to| Chest” is a William Morris prop- 
Blackpool. For the past nine weeks | 








erty which replaced “Dollar a Sec- 


contestants have been trying to | ond,” another Murray starrer, at 
win the jackpot which increased |the start of this season on ABC- 





TV. “Dollar” showed up this sum- 















Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, General Sales Mgr. 
MGM-TV, a service of Loew's Incorporated 
701 7th Ave., New York 36,N. Y. © JUdson 2-2000 


THEY LOVE ME IN 


mer, with Murray as emcee, as an 
NBC-TV Saturday night summer 
replacement. Starting date on 
“Chest” isn’t set yet, nor does NBC 
have any sponsorship lined up for 
the segment. 


Weaver in WABD Tie 


Affiliation deal for a New York 
outlet for Pat Weaver’s limited 
network is about to be signed via 
WABD, the DuMont outlet in 
Gotham, following the collapse of 
negotiations between Weaver and 
WPIX, the Daily News indie. Un- 
derstood one consideration in the 
breakup between Weaver and 
WPIX was the early-morning slot- 
ting of the “Ding Dong School” 
stanza, which would have required 
an earlier sign-on for the station 
and additional programming. 

Weaver hopes to get a 14-city 
lineup for the show, for which the 
only sponsor signed thus far is 
Cocoa-Marsh. He’s got WGN-TV 
in Chicago, along with DuMont’s 
WABD and WTTG in Washington, 
but is still dickering affiliations in 
he other markets. Weaver’s pro- 
jected starting date is late August. 
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TV-Radio Production Centers 


Continued from page 35 


than they'll be on the ground . . . CBS-TV’s Frank Samuels showing 
some improvement but still on the critical list after two months hos- 
pitalization .. . Ray Singer, long teamed at the typewriter with Dick 
Chevillat and now packaging their own shows, Says there’ll be as 
much comedy in tv next season as in the past. It will be in a different 
form, however, he reasons, more integrated than isolated . . . Eddie 
Cantor has decided to forego a sequel to “Sizeman & Son” in favor of 
the story of a Polish refugee who was tricked into pushing dope. 
Martin Manulis likes the idea, too, so it may be coming up next sea- 
|son on Playhouse 90. 


{IN CHICAGO ... 


ABC’s “Breakfast Chub” notched its 24th anni last week. Peter Don- 
ald and Bob Murphy are subbing for show's vacationing host, Don 
| MeNeill . . » H. Leslie Atlass, CBS veep in Chi, recuperating from 
| pneumonia at Henrotin Hospital ... Pee Wee King, with mainly a 
| studio band, returns to WBBM-TV Friday nights at 11 in the former 
| Howard Miller slot starting, July 12. Redd Stewart rejoins the cast . . . 
Sam Lesner’s five-minute show on WMAQ picked up fer 13 more 
| weeks by Chi Cingrama Corp. . . . Geraldine Kay subbing for Dorsey 
Connors on WNBQ next week through July 22, while latter vacations in 
Hawaii . . . Bandleader Teddy Phillips goes back on WBKB on Friday 
(5) at 9 p.m. in new half-hour format .. . Switches in WBBM-WBBM- 
TV newsroom has John Bell exiting this week to take over p.r. at Are 
gonne National Lab and Jim Harden transferring to CBS News Film 
department of the Chi shop. Bell's assignment, the John Carmichael 
show, is being taken over by Johnny Mies, and Harden’s “Julian Bent- 
ley Show” will now be scripted by Dick Etter. Bob Lissit and Les 
€rystal have been added to the news staff to fill the vacancies . . . 
Mike Eisenmenger, director of recording sales for NBC here, has left 
to become v.p. in charge of sales for Agency Recording Studios in 
Chi... WCFL has set up complete broadcasting studio at Chicago- 
land Fair . . . Boardman O’Connor, ex-WBZ-TV in Boston, added to 
staff of educational station WTTW here . . . WNBQ sporftscaster Norm 
Barry and announcer George Stone judging “Miss Indiana” contest 
at Michigan City, Ind. on Saturday (6) .. . Jerry Dunphy now hosting 
WBBM-TV’'s Sunday night “Prestige Performance” film series. 


[IN CLEVELAND ... 


New WJW radio promotions include Charles V. Hunter upped from 
sales manager to program sales co-ordinator, Harold Mathews, WDSU, 
sales manager, and Barbara Reinker, director of publicity and women's 
program director . . . Lois Foukal, added to WJW-TV sales ... Jean 
Schreiber and Sandy Muzilla back to KYW chores from Europe hiatus 
. . » Lawrence Spivak guesting at Kent State to be interviewed by 
panel of Sanford Markey, KYW; Red Hageman, WCUE; Tom Horner, 
Akron Beacon Journal, and George Condon, Plain Dealer . . . Skip 
Ward, KYW, named field rep for NARTB ... Fenn College survey 
showing three out of four persons watching tv as much as ever .. . 
Diskers Joe Finan and Big Wilson mobbed by 5,000 fans midst Public 
Square KYW maracas and calypsogiveaways. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


The old combo—Don Sherwood and Biggie Furniture—returned to 
KGO-TV for a weekly hour last Saturday (29). Sponsor signed a con- 
tract last week which the ABC o-and-o outlet called “the largest 52- 
week tv buy made by any (Frisco) Bay Area firm on any one tv sta- 
tion.” Pact includes a night film, more than 300 spots a month and 
Sherwood. The emcee’s drunk-driving trial, meantime, goes into its 
final stages this week . . . Winner of KYA’s “Great White Hunter” 
time-buyer promotion was Stan Hamer, of Dancer-Fitzgerald, New 
York .. . Joseph K. Marshall shifted into the CBS-Radio sales spot 
Richard Schutte vacated to become KCBS sales manager ... KYA has 
applied to the FCC for an FM permit on channel 227. . . New sales- 
man at KGO is Roman Wassenburg, who used to be general manager 
of KSFO ... KRON got more than 1,000 letters about its coverage of 
the Un-American activities committees hearing here—most, says pro- 
gram manager Doug Elleson, were pro-tv .. . Gordon Grannis, who 
used to work for KOVR, has become flack for Crown-Zellerbach Paper 
. .» New assistant sales promotion manager at KPIX is Robert L. Smith, 
late of Foster & Kleiser. 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Bill Nesbit has resigned from KDKA announcing staff after seven 
years ... Carl Dozer, of WCAE, and his wife celebrated their 19th 
wedding anni . . . Colonel J. J. Sustar, radio and ty commentator, 
has joined Mickey Weintraub agency of Prudential Insurance Co. as 
a special agent .. . “Good Night, God,” written by Josie Carey and 
Fred Rogers, of WQED “Children’s Corner,” will be recorded for 
Coral by Lennon Sisters ... Mildred and Jim Westover, KQV deejay, 
get their first visit from the stork in October . . . Marian Gray, Girl 
Friday to KDKA-TV promotion chief Dave Lewis, quit to return to 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. Joyce Bernini is taking her place .. . 
Red Donley, WSTV-TV sportscaster, named citizen of the year in 

















Steubenville, O. .. . Bernie Shedlock, newscaster at WARD in Johns- 
town, left that station to go with WFBG radio in Altoona... Don 
Stoke has been added to WWSW engineering department . . . Audrey 


Eccleston has left KDKA-TV for Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. 
+ 
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Buckley, Jaeger Buy ais 
. . 5 ay, 
Providence AM Station 3,300 ACRES 
Richard D. Buckley and his chief out wsner bo tis 


sidekick at WNEW, New York, 
John B, Jaeger, paid $830,000 be- 
tween them for ownership of 
WHIM, Providence, R. I., daytime 
radio operation. Deal, made by 
Howard E. Stark, station broker, 
was with Frank Miller Jr. : 

Buckley, prexy of WNEW and a 
veep in its parent, DuMont Broad- 
casting Corp., and Jaeger, WNEW 
exec veep, say their primary inter- 
est is still with DuMont. WHIM is 
considered an equity for the Buck- 
ley family and for Jaeger, who 
doesn’t have the. ownership interest 
in DuMont of his partner. 

Station is a 1,000-watter on 1110 
ke. Deal is up for FCC approval. 


WHITE MOUNTAINS 


TARE 


Pike - New Hampshire 
Presents 
the 8th annual 
WHITE MOUNTAINS’ 
FESTIVAL 
of the 7 ARTS 
NOW—uantil July 18th 
Magnificent 18-Hole Golf Course 
* 2 Putting Courses * Tennis * 
Boating ‘Swimming + Water-Skiing 
Fishing © Dancing * Famed Cuisine 
Your Hosts * THE FAMILY JACOBS 
N. Y. OFFICE: FL 7-7632 
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Dallas — Gordon B, McLendon, 
prez of the McLendon Corp., which 
operates KLIF, here; KTSA, San 
Antonio and KILT, Houston, has 
been named Texas State chairman 
for the 1958 March of Dimes, 
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TV Reviews 
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her singing practically all of the 
way. On opener she worked over 
“There ll Be Some Changes 
Made,’ “Around ~The 
“Ballin’ The Jack” and “I'm Gonna 
Sit Right Down And Write Myself 
A Letter” after she had turntabled 
a few bars from Waller's vintage 
etching. 

The two Lane boys were quickie 
guesters with only a rundown of 
“Ding, Dang Danglin’.” Impact 
was okay. 

Show keeps its trappings at a} 
minimum and producer - director | 
Tom Naud keeps everything roll-| 
ing at a brisk gait. 

In all, it’s a pleasing musical | 
entry but is the “1,000,000 record” | 
angle designed to take the edge} 
off CBS-TY’s fall entry “The Big 
Record?” Gros. 





RICHARD DIAMOND, PRIVATE 

DETECTIVE 
With David Janssen, Regis Toomey, 

others 
Producer-Writer: Richard Carr 
Director: Roy Del Ruth 
30 Mins., Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
INSTANT MAXWELL HOUSE 
CBS-TV (film) 

(Benton & Bowles) 

When Dick Powell, who owns 
this telefilm series through Four 
Star Films in which he is part- 
nered, played Richard Diamond 
way back when, on radio, he was a! 
private eye who ran the gamut of 
standard melodramatic piots but 
he was a notch above so many of 
his confreres because he cultivated 
one of the first of the offbeat 
charmers as a girlfrierid, borrowed 
from her butler, ended up with a 
song, though in a cracked, often 
flat voice, and always cavorted in 
a likeable easy way. Yet the new 
“Richard Diamond,, Private Detec- 
tive,” the one which preemed Mon- 
day (1) on CBS-TV as the summer 
replacement for “December Bride,” 
and acted by David Janssen, was 
standard melodrama without any 
of the authentic fillips. 

Janssen, who bears a_ superfi- 
cial physical resemblance to a 

ounger Powell, does, however, 
toes sex appeal—in great doses, 
He has a strong face, which he 
deadpanned throughout the first | 
half-hour program, and a unique 
voice, a resonant tenor that’s sure 
to catch on. Janssen, a cool cat, 
had to get mad a couple of times 
at the typical weasel and goon 
types that populated the pieces, 
but he was about as ferocious as 
Spring Byington. 

If Janssen were unable to carry 
off the tough-guy portions of his 
role, it was probably more the fault 
of producer-writer Richard Carr, 
who penned some pretty hack 
lines. It’s difficult to generate 
anger where none is really called 
for. The spotty script contained 
room for Regis Toomey, as Dia- 
mond’s police lieutenant friend. 

Sponsor Maxwell House’s sales 
success. this summer is evidently 
hinging in good measure = the 
calculated appeal of star Janssen, 
certainly not on this story, a poor 
imitation of a nifty gt 





MOONLIGHT BAY 
With Bruce Smith, Carol Stark- 
man, Jack Creley, Don Wright 
Singers, Bert Niosi’s Orch 
Producer ~- Director: James Guthro 
Writer: Cliff Braggins 
Musical Director: Bert Niosi 
30 Mins; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
STANDARD BRANDS 
CBC-TY, from Toronto 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
“Moonlight Bay” kickoff for 
forthcoming 13 weeks on 38 sta- 
tions of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. network is a musical pack- 


REHEARSAL FACILITIES 
| iN LEADING HOTEL 


Hotel Victoria, 7th Avenve at 51st 
| Street, has made aveilable their 
Rendezvous Room — 26 ft. wide, 


World,” ¢tied-up for his tv 





72 ft. long and 17 ft. high, | 
j Excellent location and top 


facilities make It especially | 


| suitable for all types of re- 
hearsals; TV, legit, etc. 
For further information call: 
Mr. John C. Newton, Jr., Gen. Mgr. 
HOTEL VICTORIA Circle 7-7800 
Se A a 
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GVERY DaY 
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3 COSTUMES 
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age that has Bruce Smith as 
maitre d’ of a mythical summer 
hotel. Smith, considerably pret- 
debut, has a 
healthy 6-9 a.m. radio audience for 
his off-to-work “Toast and Jam- 
boree” chatter and platter-spin- 
ning via CJBC, Toronto; and has 
been identified with this morning 
chore for nine ) yas Any curios- 
ity on the teeoff, therefore, is due 
to Bruce Smith. 

Opener in lobby setting was a 
cross-stage greeting by summer 
resorters to “Hi, Neighbor” by the 
company; an “Oceana Roll,” in 
straw hat and blazer, by Jack Cre- 
ley; Carol Starkman singing “Per- 
sonality,” with gyrations on a 
table-top; a sing-song medley by 
the Don Wright Singers ‘five men, 
five.girls); with a duet of “I Can 
Do Without You” by Creley & 
Starkman. For.choral finale, group- 
ing sang “Deep Night” and “Moon- 
light Bay.” 

Interpolated was Bruce Smith's 
smooth, avuncular delivery of 
camping hints that was too lengthy 
and belonged to a public service 
announcement rather than a mu- 
sical. Apart from the harmony of 
the Don Wright choral group, and 
the excelent backgrounding of 
Bert Niosi’s orch, “Moonlight Bay” 
needs greater injection of comedy 
values and, particularly, a tighten- 
ing of direction that will remove 
some of the amateurish stiffness of 
the principals—all of whom have 
had stage experience. They can 
sing but the acting had a gee-whiz, 
look-ma, quality that is disconcert- 
ing to viewers used to professional 
presentation. 

Under the present State-operat- 
ed tv system, the sponsor takes 
what program and time is allo- 
cated him by the CBC bu: pays the 
production shot. This time, Stand- 
ard Brands is plugging Chase & 
Sanborn coffee, plus Royal Instant 
Pudding, and such visual commer- 
cials are commendably short; but, 
ie there is a pickup in pro- 

a 
gram tempo and entertainment, 
viewers are going to turn that 

McStay. 
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RUSTY DRAPER SHOW 

With Joanie O’Brien, Chamberlain 
Orch, vocal chorus, guests; Roy 
Rowan, announcer 

Producer - Director - Writer: Milt 


Hoffman 
25 Mins.; Mon, thru Fri., 8:35 p.m. 
ustaining 


CBS, from Hollywood 

Rusty Draper, a disk fave on the 
Mercury label, is running a bright 
musical show from Hollywood. If 
he can maintain the breezy pace 
of the kickoff stanza Monday (1), 
Draper might prove that there’s 
still a future for live music on the 
sightless kilocycles despite the fact 
that disks sound virtually just as 
good and are considerably cheaper 
to program. 

Besides being a potent song styl- 
ist, Draper projects effectively 
with a folksy quality as the pro- 
gram’s host. His script could stand 
some sharpening and the show 
would gain if use of the word, 
“wonderful,” were made verboten 
by Draper and the other per- 
formers. 

On the opener, another teenage 
idol, Tommy Sands, turned up as a 
guest and neatly rende one 
classy ballad, “Let Me Be Loved,” 
and then bowed off after calling 
his teenage fans “wonderful.” Dra- 
- registered with solid vocals of 

e 


and “I’m Gonna Sit Right Down 
and Write Myself A Letter.” A 
promising young thrush, Joanie 
O’Brien, a regular on the series, 
also contributed a neat “Breezin 
Along With the Breeze” and “Ol 
Cape Cod,” while a vocal combo on 
the show, as yet unnamed, was 
okay on “Shenandoah Rose” and 
“Marianne.” 

Played before a large studio 
audience, stanza had that “live” 
feeling which gives the performers 
a spark and a ene, rarely 
found on disks. erm, 


ABC’s WHDH-TV Tie 


That affiliation contract with 
WHDH-TV has finally been signed, 
giving ABC-TV its first live cover- 
age in the key Boston market. Sta- 
tion goes on the air late this fall. 

ABC-TV will have live coverage 
in 85% of the U.S., according to 


D 





‘the network. 


L.A.’s 18 FM’ers . 
Hollywood, July 2. 

Eighteenth local FM station, 
KMLA, L.A., went on the air 
yesterday (1). Station is a sub- 
sid of Music Cast Inc., local 
“functional music” operation. 

Musie Cast has been using 
facilities of KRKD-FM for past 
seven years. Firm will con- 
tinue to use KRKD-FM for 
“functional” music, but will 
broadcast standard program- 
ming from new transmitter, 
using tower of KCBH (FM), 
Beverly Hilis. However, with- 
in six months, KMLA plans to 
“multiplex” its functional mu- 
sic from new transmitter. 

As part of new program- 
ming, KMLA plans a Sunday 
stereophonic music program 
in cooperation with KCBH, 
first time this has been done 





by two FM stations. 


TV PIONEERS ELECT 
‘DUB’ ROGERS PREXY 


Washington, July 2. 

W. D. (Dub) Rogers Jr., head of 
| KDUB radio and tv stations in 
| Texas, has been selected as prez of 
| the Society of Television Pioneers 
|—which hele its organizational 
meeting in Chicago in April on the 
| occasion of the annual convention 
of the National Association of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters. 

At that time Rogers, who had 
taken the initiative in encouraging 
“old timers” in tv to organize the 
society, presided at the session. By 
vote of the charter members the 
organizational committee was in- 
stalled as the board of directors 
and authorized to elect officers. 

Others elected as officers in- 
clude John E. Fetzer, prez of the 
Fetzer Broadcesting Co., first v.p.; 
Harold Hough, director of WBAP- 
TV, Fort Worth, second v.p.; 
CampbellArnoux, prez of WTAR- 
TV, third v.p.; Glenn Marshall Jr., 
prez WMBR-TV, Jacksonville, sec- 
retary. 


‘ ? 
Henry Morgan ‘Sez Who 

CBS Radio is making with the 
comedy shows for summer replace- 
ments. Having set Stan Freberg 
to sub “Our Miss Brooks” for 
the summer, the network has now 
tapped Henry Morgan to emcee a 
new comedy-panel session, “Sez 
Who” as the dog-days replacement 
for Jack Benny. The two series 
will run back to back Sundays at 
7 to 8 p.m. 

Backing Morgan will be panel- 
ists Gypsy Rose Lee, Joey Adams 
and John Henry Faulk. “Sez Who” 
is a Frank Cooper package, cre- 
ated by Sidney Resznick. Show 
starts July 14. 


Philly Deejay Cleared 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

Bob Horn, 41, former WFIL-TV 
deejay, was acquitted on moral 
charges last week by visiting Judge 
Cyrus M. Palmer, who presided at 
a two-day trial without jury. 
Horn’s trial on same charges last 
January resulted in a hung jury. 

The disk jockey was cleared on 
all charges made by Lois Gardner, 
teenager formerly on the Paul 
Whiteman program. Defense wit- 
nesses testified Horn had been 
elsewhere on all dates specified 
by Miss Gardner. 














Hollywood, July 2. 

Frequency Modulation radio, 
once all but buried under the im- 
pact of television's coming, is mak- 
ing a vigorous comeback in South- 
ern California. 

Item: FM stations in Beverly 
Hills, San Frantisco, Reno, Port- 
land and Seattle are currently 
joined in an informal Pacific FM 
Network, in which tape-recorded 
programs are exchanged. Next 
month, KRCW, Santa Barbara, goes 


station for a live Coast FM net. 
Item: Harry Maizlish, former 
KFWB topper, who now operates 
KRHM (FM) Hollywood, is plan- 
ning to mount an extensive cam- 
paign to “Make one set an FM set.” 
Item: a recent Pulse Inc. survey 
showed 48% of all Los Angeles- 


;ed total, 1,900,000) are capable of 
| receiving FM signals (i.e., either 
FM sets or combo AM-FM). This 
would put FM receiver count at 
about 900,000 locally. 
Maizlish is mounting his own FM 
survey through Facts Consolidated 
org. 

Item: (and perhaps the most im- | 
portant item), FM business is defin- | 
itely on the upswing. A. A. Craw- | 
ford, topper of KCBH, Beverly 
Hills (and interim prexy of new | 
Pacific FM net) admits that two 
years ago, when he started opera- 
tions, his music store sustained the 
station completely. This year, he's | 
60% sold out to commercial spon- | 
sors. 

The new FM net has set N. Y.-| 
Chi station rep firm of FM Un-| 
limited as national reps. Another 
firm, United FM Inc., has been set | 
up by Paul Roberts to rep FM sta- 
tions solely. United FM reports | 
two major sales in past week—to 
a N. Y. savings firm on WBFM, 
there, and to Diners Club for 11 
major markets. } 

These sales mark a new trend | 
in FM locally. In past, much in- 
come of the 12 FM stations in the 
area have derived from “functional 
music” operation, in which stations 
supplied background music to 
stores, bars, dentist offices, etc. 
Under new “multiflexing” setup 
okayed by the FCC, in which the 
same FM frequency channel can be 
used for two or more separate 
broadcasts simultaneously, most 
stations will continue “functional” 
operation. However, more and 
more, the FM’ers are. pitched for 
the ad dollar, especially in recent 
months. 

One factor working in favor of 
the Frequency Modulation camp is 
the hi-fi craze which has swept the 
nation. Technically, most hi-fi gear 
utilizes Frequency Modulation for 
top reception, and FM radio has 
been a natural beneficiary. 

Another factor has been that 
even the minor AM stations are 
having an unprecedented boom, and 
prime time availibilities are hard 
to come by. In top AM stations, 
sponsors have been known to wait, 
coin in hand, for months for a good 
time schedule. Some of this money 
has gone into FM, especially for 
en seeking specialized aud- 
ences. 


‘No Double Spotting’. 

















top syndicatea 


Upswing in Biz; 


on the air, and will act as a relay | 


Orange County radio sets (estimat- | 


Further, | 


| with customary frankness, 





However, all is not clear sailing 
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PaapetaS: 


FM Staging Comeback in So. Cal, 


Multiflex a Factor 


cantly, Harry Maizlish, a veteran 
of the AM wars, warns: “I’m de- 
termined not to ‘duplicate the 
errors of AM radio. There will be 
no double or triple spotting on 
KRHM. And we won't permit the 


‘overhead to get out of line. We 


intend to keep down the personnel. 
We don’t need expensive person- 
alities. A normal AM station needs 
200 to 300 spot announcements 
dail, to come out ahead. We can 
get by with considerably less. 
“This is the postman, ringing the 
second time. I hope we don't repeat 


|the mistakes of the past. We can 


operate on less than the 25° of 
the income of an AM station and 
still be in the black, on a music 
and service policy. The personal- 
ities will be there, but on a realistic 
monetary basis. 

“The field is there; the room is 
there. All we have to do is to put 
on something to which the public 
wants to listen, then let them know 
about it.” 

Several AM stations in L.A, 
also run FM stations, as a subsidi- 
ary operation. Calvin Smith, gen- 
eral manager of KFAC-AM-FM, 
reports that his stations run the 
same programming, and that when 
an advertiser buys KFAC, he buys 
a package of both stations at a 
single rate. Smith wasn't quite as 
enthusiastic about FM's future. 
Several years ago, a KFAC-FM 
merchandising offer drew 600 re- 
plies; recently, another similar 
offer drew the same. In short, 
there's nopt much increase in FM 
demand, Smith feels. 

More upbeat is John Hansen, 
manager of KABC-AM-FM ‘(ABC 
owned-and-operated). KABC is only 
local AM-FM station which pro- 
grams separately for each opera- 
tion, FM station airs music during 
nightly baseball broadcasts on AM, 
and two hours of opera over each 
weekend. Business for FM alone 
hasn't been too strong, Hansen ad- 
mits, but recently it’s been picking 
up. “I expect a real boom in FM 
next year,” he predicts. 

Mortimer Hall, who runs the 
very profitable KLAC operation, 
recently applied to the FCC for an 
FM construction permit. Says Hall, 
“Who 
knows what’s going to happen next 
in this crazy business?” Hall amp- 
lifies that he’s applied for the FM 
license with a view to future pos- 
siblities not because he expects FM 
radio to be a profitable venture in 
the near future. 





Pharmaceuticals 
Firms Up Sat. at 10 


Pharmaceuticals Inc. firmed up 
a 52-week sponsorship ~deai for 
NBC-TV’'s Saturday at 10 period, 
with the web thereupon posting the 
Saturday night SRO sign, but 
hasn’t yet decided its program 
choice for the time slot. 

Under consideration by the spon- 
sor and the Ed Kletter agency are 
“Truth and Consequences,” “High- 
Low” and a new EPI package, 
“What's the Use?” Decision won't 
be due till the first of next week. 


Hollywood—James P. Boysen, 
ABC-TV producer-special events 
editor here, hag resigned to be- 

program director of WLOL, 





come 
to the FM broadcasters. Signifi- Minneapolis. 
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IN COLUMBUS GA. 


ANNAPOLIS..........44.0 
PATROL ............32.8 
FICTION THEATRE... .32.3 


MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY. ....:30.8 
1 LED 3 LIVES...............29.8 
DR. CHRISTIAN ..............26.8 


ZIV TELEVISION, INC. 
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three locations are fed to the four 
apartment houses and piped into 
each family’s television set via 
Channel 6, 


= 





NBC Vs. CBS 


| sold, so that the potential time 
sales eliminated would come to a 
half-hour, or some $2,000,000. 
Moreover, viewing the cost in 








f Presbrey’s Com’! Format 


=a Continued from page 24 Soe 
primary target, is relegated to a! job of creating identity by buying 
secondary position. |,only once a month and correspond- 
According to Presbrey, who has|ingly planning his commercials 








| tion staff consisting of a director, | 


Present plans call for a produc-/ — Continued from page 23 Same 


Similarly in the east the stripping 
down has been going on at an 


an assistant director, a technician, | 
secretary, and a group of part time | 


terms of a public relations-public 
responsibility expenditure, it might 
be well worth it in its effect in con- 
tenting critics of the industry rang- 


a new sales plan for “Press Confer- | carefully, perhaps with the support 
ence,” it's senseless for an institu- of a strong periodic mail or word- 
tional advertiser to buy every/of-mouth promotional campaign 
week of a panel stanza, because of | among customers, That way, Pres- 
the limited pitch he has to make. | brey pointed out, the pubaffairs 
He feels that the institutional | show gains impact from “a party- 
pitch is too limited in variety and! like atmosphere,” meaning the in- 


scope to be repeated weekly with- | 
oul soon becoming dull and inef- | 


fectual, especially since it cost ay 


Single sponsor of a half-hour panel | 
between $2,500,000 and $3,000,000 | 
in time and talent annually to sup- 
port it | 


Since the webs themselves} 
haven't been deing much in sup- 
port of their top panel shows, 
Presbrey sees his blueprint as the 
best way to salvation. 

Rather than dissapate the pub- | 


| 


affair program’s institutional im- | 
pact, the producer believes, it 
should be sold to four different 


bankrollers, each taking one week | 


out of the month. First off, a $5- 
600,000 yearly tab would permit 
any number of underwriters to buy 


the pubaffairs package who now | 
shy away from prestige tv because 
of the high cost-per impression. | 

He said that the institutional ad- 
vertiser—and it’s clearly known— 
doesn't seek the continuity and 
repetition of the hard-sell sponsor, | 
and that he can instead do a better | 


stitutionaler can @xcite more in- 
terest over a show that is like a 
tv special than over monotonously 
unbroken sponsorship. 

“All the identification they 
want,” the producer said, “is the 
understanding in a limited area of 
what their company is doing and 
has to say. You can’t repeat this 
message too often; once a month 
and they can make a big thing of 


it 

He said that holds for the big po- 
tential underwriters as well as the 
small. The General-Electrics, U.S 
Steels and DuPonts would be wast- 
ing coin on a regular institutional 
tv basis. 

Besides “Press Conference” on 
ABC, NBC has “Meet the Press” 
and the alternating “Youth Warts 


| to Know” and “American Forum,” 


while CBS runs “Face the Nation.” 
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. . or to seek to accomplish the 


|same preferred status for its own 





CONFIDENCE... 


There are all kinds, but if 
you're scrapping for sales 
in the rough Southern 
California market, here’s a 
soothing word... 


Since 1951, more national 
advertisers have chosen 
KTTV than any other 
television station in Los 
Angeles.* 








That's a strong statement 
...even stronger when you 
consider that KTTV is an 
independent. Advertisers 
can't buy KTTV by accident. 


Talk to your Blair man. 
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He can show you why KTTV 
has earned that confidence. 
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facilities through the use of non- 
competitive business practices or 
the imposition of rules which dis- 
criminate against independent sup- 
plies of sets and scenery.” 

That spot representation and film 
syndication activities by networks 
raise problems that merit further 
Committee inquiry if the FCC does 
not cover them in its network 
study. 

That affiliation agreements be 
open to the public and that their 
terms be extended to five years 
but that affiliates be given the right 
of cancellation on shorter notice 
to maintain flexibility. That if this 
requires an extension of the licens- 
ing period there should be legis!a- 
tion “strengthening the Commis- 
sion’s other means of control over 
the performance of its licensees.” 

That since abuses are possible in 
the power of networks to give pref- 
erential treatment to their own 
programs, the FCC and the Dept 
of Justice should look into the mat- 
ter on a continuing basis. Similar- 
ly, the agencies should concern 
themselves with the possibility of 
networks buying into independent- 
ly produced programs as a condi- 
tion to their being broadeast on the 
networks. 


The purpose of the recommenda- | 


tions, the report declares, is “the 


elimination of artificial restraints | 


which distort the processes of com- 
petition in favor of the networks, 
so as to open the entire industry 


up to freer, more equal competi- | 


tion.” 

Actually, it concludes, the pro- 
posed changes “may work to the 
ultimate benefit of the networks 
themselves, although they would 
no doubt insist that they are better 
able to decide than anyone else. 
Nonetheless, the networks are pow- 
erful organizations staffed by able 
people with the finest background 
of experience in the: industry and 


with ample financial resources to) 


sustain their operations. It is not 
believed that any of the sugges- 
tions made .. . will seriously im- 
pair the ability of the networks to 
compete, and it is confidently ex- 
pected that they will continue to 
thrive and serve the public.” 











=—es Continued from page 23 Se 


the Fund for the Advancement of 
Education. Its sponsors are the 
New York City Board of Education, 
the Hudson Guild and Language 
Research Inc. 

Details of the television installa- 
tion, engineered by General Pre- 


cision Laboratory, whose equip- | 
ment is being used, show program | 


origination facilities at three 
points—the elementary school, the 


health centre, and the neighbor- | 
-| hood fhouse. A central tv control 


room at the school will contain a 
videon film chain to provide a 
ready source of filmed information 


directly to the houses at any hour | 
‘of the day. 


Programs from 


c 


Built-In Educ’n 


all } 


| consultants and evaluators. Includ-| accelerated pace. Such old stand-| ing from newspaper professionals 


ing language courses, health, nutri- | bys in the production purlieus of 
tion, music, art and other aspects | bigtime 


of adult education and community | 


activities, the project will serve as 
an experimental studio for devel- 
opment of educational tv as well 
as a pilot program for a special 
audience tv system appropriate to 
a small community or a chain of 
public housing buildings. 











| Goodwin | 





Continued from page 25 


| 
| 
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Mont executives involved could or | 
would say if the delay were per- 
manent, Nonetheless, the reasons | 
for the decision against buyout of 
KTLA were made clear several 
weeks ago, when the trade got it 
through channels that the deal, 


entertainment as Hal 
Janis and George McGarrett are 
gone. Max Liebman is still under 
contract, but unassigned. Fred 
Coe is under contract, but with 
no assignment on tap. On the top- 
side administrative end in pro- 
gramming, Tom McAvity is sitting 
out a contract. 

The NBC pruning through the 
process of “buying from without” 
is saving the network a bundle of 
coin. The NBC command is con-| 
vinced it’s the right way and the 
effective way. By the first of the 


|vear some telling returns should 


be in. 
The CBS Way 
On the other side of the street, | 
CBS-TV is literally bursting at the 
seams in building its creative 


which everybody initially thought| forces under the Hub Robinson 


was a foregone conclusion (since) Programming 


concept of doing 


Par was then considered tke con-| things from within the organiza- | 


trolling interest in DuMont) was) tion and 


going through a shaky period. } 


Buckley a Factor 


Richard Buckley, now a veep in Brodkin, Vincent Donehue, Arthur 
charge of sales and programming Penn, Gordon Duff, to name but 


it DuMont, had just sold WNEW, 
» New York radio indie to DuMont, 


perpetuating the joint 
development and ownership on 
acquisition of shows. Such vet NBC 
standbys as Gordon Duff, Herbert | 


few, are now doing duty in the 
CBS creative vineyards as Colum- 


ind was leading a DuMont board! bia virtually alone carries the torch 


faction not overly 
about the deal. 
maintained of itself, was staying 
completely neutral; it left the de- 


cision up to the other DuMont 
board members, but it was gen-| 
erally conceded that consumma- 


tion of a KTLA-DuMont corporate 
tieup was to Par’s advantage, 

Buckley and his cohorts 
by Par for KTLA 
The one station, which is just now 
converting to black ink, at the Par 
rate of exchange, was worth about 
50% of the entire worth of Du- 
Mont, which owns two tv stations, | 
both of which made money last} 
year, and WNEW, the richest indie! 
in the radio field. 


j 


be paid by DuMont and will share | 
the top management of the chain 
with Buckley. It’s he who will be 
|primarily active in the areas of 
}new station acquisition, it was re- 
ported, and Buckley will handle 
the day-to-day management. 

It was Buckley and other for- 
mer WNEW owners who received 
the 150,000 new DuMont shares 
which lowered Par’s control of Du- 
Mont. Buckley himself has near- 
ly 10% of the company and would 
have had about 7% if the KTLA 
deal were completed. 











Syndicators 


Continued from page 27 








; ers” but the reference is to what 
was the live Gleason show.) 
Syndication Quality Up 
Now at the other end of the stick 
the quality of syndication program- 
ming, at least in terms of screen 
values and dollars invested, has 
gone up over the years. And the 
level of syndication programming 
and perhaps the variety, should 
continue to rise—especially if the 
station bottleneck in the U. S. is 
broken. 


As this is happening in the syn- 
dication field, the networks elect 
| to program virtually in the same 
| areas as syndication, the westerns, 
| the mellers, the costume adven- 
| tures, the action adventures, mys- 
teries, the whole bread and butter 
field which a syndicator hues to as 
|a baby clings to his bottle. And if 
the development continues un- 
abated—with less Tiffany shows on 
| network and better telefilm prod- 
| uct in syndication, with each show 
| vieing to capture the mass market 
and thereby leavening programming 
| differences—the network’s role in 
the future is thrown into question. 
Will it follew the course of radio 
once the tv station bottleneck is 
broken? Will film in tv serve as 
transcriptions and records in ra- 





dio? Will the tv network of the 
| future be relegated in the main to 
;news and special events coverage 
and occasional extravaganzas? 
These are some of the questions be- 
ing posed, and some of the answers 
indicated appear in the long-run to 





upset the present net structure if| sure, but there’s another side to 
web and syndicated programming | the coin. 
continue to grow along lines now | be slotted 10 to 11 on days when 


mapped out, 


|}dropped), and the differential then 


enthusiastic |-9 the live hour dramatic entry 
Par, it has since) (most of NBC’s are going off.) 


As NBC narrows its sights on 
inside creative personnel (both in 
N.Y. and L.A.) it’s interesting to 
note that CBS’ Hub Robinson 
returned only last week from Lon- | 
don where he set up a creative 


| programming unit overseas. Simul- 
conM-| taneously came the announcement 
tended that the stock price asked | that the network’s ambitious “Play- 
was too high.| house 90” series was in the market | 


for an additional flock of topflight 
directors. Perhaps the most nota- 
ble illustration of in-depth staffing | 
of creative talent is the seven-man | 
directorial team assigned to CBS- 
TV’s “Seven Lively Arts” series: 
Franklin Schaffner, George Roy 


| Hill, Sidney Lumet, Charles Dubin, | 
From now on in, Goodwin will | Mel 


Ferber, Jack Smight and} 
Robert Sharpe. Me: 

In contrast to NBC, this is pro- 
gramming on a very costly scale. 
But like NBC, Columbia’s willing 
to gamble that this is the right 


way and the most effective way. 


Can’t Kid TV 


Continued from page 23 

















vision trap. Button your shirt, Put 
on your shoes, grab the little | 
woman and take her out to some} 
real entertainment, the movies. | 
And while your’re at it, go to the 
best. See Bob Hope as the fabulous 
Beau James, Vera Miles as his 
fabulous girl friend and Paul 
Douglas as a fabulous city hall 
slicker in Beeu James, shown on 
a 21-foot screen in VistaVision and 
Technicolor. It’s the picture that 
cures” T.T—Television Tension.” 

Shavelson and Rose, expressing 
shock that the copy was rejected, 
pointed to tv’s longtime kidding of 
films and contended that they will 
consult legal advice on “how free 
is the air and why two can’t play 
at the same game. 

“There is no question of taste 
involved. Could it be that KNXT 
really has high tension shakes?” 

Bill Tankersley of the station's 
acceptance department. declared 
that it was rejected because it 
“was disparaging to the industry. 
We would turn down anything that 
is disparaging to any industry. 
That’s on of the precepts of the 
NARTB code. They must be out of 
their minds to expect us to take 
| Rg 


Continued from page 35 eee 











shows anyway (and neither “Arts” 
nor the operas have lined up any 
sponsorship prospects for their 
present slots; “Odyssey” is being 


becomes one of losing out on po- 
tential time sales for the period 
contemplated. 

But an hour’s worth of time over 
39 weeks comes to some $3,500,000 
for the season. A hefty sum, to be 


The hour shows could 





the 10:30 period isn’t or can’t be 


»to Congressmen to 


intellectuals 
like Carl Sandburg, latest to blast 
the medium. 

It's true, the argument goes, that 
the networks expect to compensate 
somewhat for the week-in-week- 
out bread-and-butter routine with 
an unprecedented number of spe- 
cials (24 on the books so far for 
CBS, nearly 60 for NBC). But what 
if those specials turn out to be the 
same old tired  spectaculars? 
There’s an element of calculatel 
risk involved—that the specials 
may heap more insult on the in- 
dustry instead of turning loose the 
peace doves. 


GBS Gridcasts 
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me 
ball and pro hockey, which the web 
inaugurated last season, came off 
very well in terms of audience and 
sponsorship, so that the network is 
expanding its hockey schedule to 
overlap further into the grid sea- 
son and is continuing pro football 
on the same basis as last year. The 
pro football regional sponsorship 
pattern is almost completely set, 
with just a few gaps which the web 
expects to be filled within three 
weeks or so. 

Network's ‘sports department is 
also in the process of renegotiat- 
ing its contract with the Orange 
Bowl, which expires at the end of 
the year, after the New Year’s Day 
telecast. CBS-TV is seeking two 
basic changes in the contract, one 
being a less lavish price for rights 
than the current $275,000 per 
game, the other a better choice of 
teams for the contest. 

Web has already met with 
Orange Bowl officials on the lat- 
ter point, and recommended that 
the Bowl retain either the Big 
Seven or the Atlantic Coast Con- 
ference (the two current sources 
of Bowl entries) but eliminate one 
and select the other team on an 
at-large basis. Since the Bowl’s 
commitments to the conferences 
also end this year, the Bowl com- 
mittee wants to make its new con- 
ference deals before working out 
the CBS contract. However, con- 
tract discussions between the web 
and the committee are set for late 
summer, * 








My Dream House on 
Hill in the Tree Tops 


Located in Centerport, L. 1. 
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slightly under $20,000. 
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best deal on a new 
THUNDERBIRD 
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write SAM 
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TED ROWLAND 
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Lys Long isiand, N. Y 


Del very Anywhere in the U S 


For Television: 


“Turnpike!” 
“Thunder Over Paradise” | 


And for the very little kids 
during mid-morning: 


“TOM THUMB” 


Casey Jones Enterprises, Inc. 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Over-Spiced Album ‘Art’ 


The Variety spotlight on the leer-ics in the early rock ’n’ 
roll items had its salutary effect in intra-trade sapolioing of 
the single-entendre wordage, to the degree that even the gravest 
offenders among the indie labels have long since conceded the 
industry service that was ultimately achieved. 





UIT STALLS 


ASCAP DEAL 





Wook) 
EARLY WRAP-UP 


The shadow of the ASCAP song-| 





In the same spirit, any medium that serves as the pillar and 
conscience of the business there is no business like can’t ignore 
the “mood” album covers of late. The independent labels ap- 
pear to be the prime offenders, and whether or not they have 
taken their cue from the “art” stills inspired by the major com- 
panies, this is the time for abrupt self-examination—and sharp 
editing. 





Some of the mood poses, keyed unequivocally to adolescent 
attitudes, would indicate that the prime purpose of these mood 
music album covers is to inspire a mood for French postcards. 

The uninhibited art work may help sell albums—but why clutter 
it up with the wax works. at all? 





In recent years the diskeries have done a bangup merchandis- 
ing job with some slick packaging, with accent on the external 
appeal. But merchandise-counter eye-deals are not ideal if the 
kids and other customers can’t truly Judge the contents by the 
cover. 


Disk Industry's Oscar’ Org Plans 





writers’ suit against Broadcast Mu- 
sic Inc. and the major networks 
{is due to loom larger and larger 
|in the negotiations between the 
{American Socety of Composers, 
| Authors & Publishers and the tele- 
| vision industry for g new licensing 
|pact. At the first talks held in 
New York last week, the $150,000,- 
/000 antitrust action was cited as 


lone of the major hurdles to the 


writing of an early deal. 

It's understood that ASCAP, 
through its committee chairman 
| Oscar Hammerstein 2d, suggested 
}a straight renewal of the current 
| licensing pact which expires at the 
lend of this year. ASCAP negoti- 
lators reportedly said they were, 
satisfied with the terms of the new 
pact and regretted that they could | 
not write a contract extending | 
fover a longer period. The last} 
deal ran four years. | 

2d Suit After Renewal? | 

The broadcasters turned down) 
ASCAP’s proposal to renew the 





— + 


ASCAP’s Peak $24,731,156 in 1956 


Of Which $18,689,638 Was Divided 


+ Gross revenue for the American 





Playing Postoffice 

The music biz apparently 
isn’t buying the bromide that 
letter-writing is a lost art. Al- 
ready on the hit lists are Pat 
Boone's “Love Letters In The 
Sand” (Dot) and Billy Wil- 
liams’ “I’m Gonna Sit Right 
Down and Write Myself a Let- 
ter” (Coral). Upcoming is Dean 
Martin’s “Write To Me From 
Naples,” via Capitol. 

And now Lionel Hampton is 
planning a revival of “Air Mail 
Special” for release on the Ilm- 
perial label, 


IBEW Strike Halts 
Recording at Col 


Recording at Columbia Records 





Meets In Key Cities; 


Weston Heads L.A. 





Hollywood, July 2. + 


Organizational meetings in New 
York and other cities are being 
mapped for the National Academy 
of Recording Arts and Sciences 
which was formally launched at a 
meeting here which named Paul 
Weston as president of the Los 
Angeles chapter. Session was 
chaired by James Conkling who 
will continue to function as organ- 
izational chairman. 

First order of business of the 
meeting here was the election of a 
board of governors which in turn 
elected the officers. In addition to 
Weston, those named were Lee Gil- 
lette, veepee; Sonny “Burke, treas- 
urer, and Tom Mack, secretary. 
The four officers and Benny Car- 
ter will serve as an executive com- 
mittee to transact initial business. 

Board of governors consists of 
Nat King Cole, Jo Stafford, Henri 
Rene, Lowell Frank, Val Valentine, 
Bill Claxton, Marvin Schwartz, 
Sammy Cahn, Jay Livingston, Stan 
Kenton, Felix Slatkin and Spike 
Jones, in addition to Weston, Gil- 
lette, Burke, Mack and Carter. 

Organization meeting was at- 
tended by some 60 members of the 
disk industry representing the fol- 
lowing vocalists, leaders and con- 
ductors, arrangers and orchestra- 
tors, a&r producers and directors, 
engineers, art directors and edi- 
tors, composers, instrumentalists, 





‘A Set of Regulars’ 


A VIP made a request of a 
music publisher for “ a set of 
regulars,” once an important 
intra-trade courtesy, referring 
to the latest sheet music. At 
one time, even professional 
. copies were jealously guarded 
unless to known professionals, 
or musicians, presenting their 
cards and dates where booked. 

The music man says he hasn't 
had a request for “a set of 
regulars” for so long he almost 
forgot the meaning of the 
trade term “because it seems 
nobody of late even opens the 
piano.” 


AMI 3d Juker In 
Consent Decree 


Washington, July 2. 

A consent decree has been 
signed with AMI Inc., major juke- 
box manufacturer, to terminate a 
Justice Dept. antitrust action. De-| 
cree ‘was filed at the U. S. District | 
Court in Grand Rapids, Mich., 

(Continued on page 50) 


| 











| pact was renewed? 


| at the end of this month. He plans 


pact on one ground that 
ASCAP songsmiths’ suit, in effect,,ery is being struck by its engi- 
charged the current pact with be-|neers in New York and Chicago. | 
ing inequitable. What, the broad-/| (Col doesn’t use its own facilities 
casters asked, —_ prevent = on the Coast.) 

same litigating cleffers, or another! +), engineers are members of | 
group of writers, to start another | the International Brotherhood of 
suit against the industry after the |Electrical Workers (AFL-CIO), 
| Local 1212 in N.Y, and Local 1220 | 
lin Chicago. The company’s con-| 
tract with the union expired Sun- 
day (30). | 


e | Diskery execs and union offi- 
icials held several confabs last 
é r | month but couldn't come to any | 


jagreement. Union demands _in- 


|cluded wage hikes, overtime pay 

,and vacations as well as a number 

ar of new provisions in the field of 

| work regulation, enlarged jurisdic- 

tion and regulation of experimen- 
tal work. 

Col’s offer of extended jurisdic- 
to freelance as arranger-conductor | tion and a wage increase was re- 
and to produce records for indie | jected by the union. 
diskeries. 


| 
since ABC-Paramount was launched | Arthur Israel Jr. VP. 
in July, 1955, splitting the chores 
Of Famous-Paramount 


with Don Costa. Latter will now 
handle the a&r duties alone since 
there’s no replacement planned for Arthur Israel Jr. has taken over 
Feller. In addition to his a&r|as veepee of Famous Music and 
chores, Feller had cut singles and | Paramount Music. Firms are the 
albums for the label with his own publishing subsids of Paramount 
orch. His latest disking, “The Lady | Pictures. 

Killer,” went into release last| Israel succeeds Bernard Good- 
week. | win, who resigned from all! his ac- 
Before joining ABC-Paramourt, | tivities at Par to devote “'l time 
Feller had been eastern a&r chief | to his prexy post at DuMont Tele- 
for Capitol Records. vision. 


ASCAP execs reportedly agreed 
that the suit was a problem but 
(Continued on page 48) 





Sid Feller will ankle his artist & 
repertoire spot at ABC- Paramount | 








the has come to a stanestill. The disk- | office 


| Society of Composers, Authors & 
| Publishers from its licensees 
jreached the peak figure of $24,- 
|731,156 during 1956, according to 
|a financial report to the member- 
| ship by prexy Paul Cunningham. 
| Latter decided to make a detailed 
}report to the membership on in- 
;come and expenses because the 
|majority of ASCAPers have been 
unable to attend the membership 
meetings held semi-annually in 
|New York and Los Angeles. 

| Distributions to ASCAP mem- 
| bers last year totalled $18,689,638. 


Expenses of the Society during 
| 1956 totalled $4,462,251, slightly 
|under 18% of the gross, while 
$1,800,000 was set aside for pay- 
ment to foreign societies. ‘(Not 
reported in the statement was 
ASCAP'’s distributions to its mem- 
bers from overseas performances. 
Last year, this distribution total- 


led around $1,500,000) 

Biggest item under the home- 
expense heading was for 
distribution, which includes index- 
ing, logging and tabulating. This 
cost $219,609. Advertising and 
publicity amounted to $177,794. 
Total homeoffice salaries were 
$1,501,754, while branch office 
salaries amounted to $604,621. 
Payments to legalites, including 
retainers to outside counsel, total- 
led $272,094 last year. Another 
major item-in ASCAP expenses 
was relief to its members totalling 
$136,134. 

As of March, ASCAP’s member- 
Ship totaled 3,732 active writers 
with 451 non-participating writers 
and 974 active publishers. The So- 
ciety has 26,351 licensees, includ- 
ing bars, griils, taverns, hotels, 
| night clubs, restaurants, cocktail 
jlounges, dancehalls, skating rinks, 
film theatres, drtve-ins and wired- 
|; music operators. There are 3,475 
radio stations licensed and 21 na- 
}tional and regional radio net- 
| works, plus 453 television stations 
and three video networks. 

In addition to income from licen- 
sees, ASCAP also had some inci- 
dental revenue from interest on 
J, S. Treasury bills and notes, 
|amounting to $91,081; 
|membership dues, 
$72,991. The total 
$24,895,230. 





and from 
amounting to 
income was 


| AFM Bd. to Hear Kid Ory’s 
Charge That a Frenchman 





comedy and education, documen- 
tary and miscellaneous. 








Harry Fox, Dozen Others 
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And MCA Owe Him $15,000 


San Francisco, July 2 
Charges that a French promoter 


=e 
. ° ° and Music Corp. of America had 
Listed as Creditors - withheld “considerably more than 
o,° ° = = . Oo iad i , 
Royal Records Petition ~ & a 8 8 8 g $15,000" from Kid Ory and that 
VARIETY 8 ra 2 ~ o|3 | the agency failed to give the Negro 

Royal Records, indie label op- Sin of retail sheet music a 2/3 ZiZiBlzi- | jazzman enough money to return 
erated by Jack Hooke, filed a peti- he eallebe d on reports & 2 Si_!iesis 5 g & |from Paris after a European tour 
tion in bankruptcy last week in ceastaet base hie Wate én Ez Sle lS (SSE Sic 'last December have been brought- 
N.Y. Federal Court, claiming lia- 11 fro a leading >| e& Slielae|VCilg T | before the American Federation 
bilities of $72,312 and assets of cities showing com £i\sjia E1S/E8) 8/2) Pot Musicians’ . 

ive sales rating for this £16 Eliz /5/8 of Musicians’ exec boarg@ for ad 
$52,530. The company, which also re. ng eizliztigi€i¢z = | T |) judication. The AFM board bears 
issued disks under the Roost label, a d week. </: E aid A 4 E |} 4° Fi such appeals as regular procedure 
proposed to pay off as follows: ASCAP t BMI 8 eke 7 7 3 L as a way of expediting the settle- 
administration expenses and tax 4 5 4 : , x ment of such claims without resort 
claims. in omg ae to re- National é 7] ] z £ # 3 y . to the courts. 
cording artists in ys; unse- ting 4 > aa . on aa “a 
cured creditors to receive 25% of an ad 2 a = : é H e E ls t oem _ pie ua Sore ry = 
their claims as full settlement Last s 4 £\S\3/& > alt T received from the Eure “a — 
paid out over a number of months, wk. wk. Title and Publisher Pd 5 | 6/4 3 Sig 8 Sixis moters were bever cr dined t . is 

Prominent among the company’s = = iececaeeea account. Complaint ano henge 
creditors is Harry Fox, publishers ‘1 1 Love Letters Sand (Bourne)....... a SS RE Se at ee Me RE that though the MCA contract 

(Continued on page 50) 2 2 ‘Dark Meon Dandelion)........... -_. © 4 ¢ Buhne se 6.6 2 |called for payment in full to Ory 

3 3 i *So Robbins)” 5 ee ee for the last three weeks of the 

Rare eee eee eeeeeee t t, th " rt k —_ - 
Pincus Platters As 43 tWhite Sport Coat Acuf-h)........ Oe Se ee ee ee ee ae BO ie gee ee 
? 5 6 ‘*Around the World (Young)........ eM A Bn SS eae moters on the road to stop Ory’s 

Pub 5) Talent Showcase 6 5 Four Walls (Sheldon)............. AI° Ae DS ee a i i i drawing account. 

Publisher George Pincus has 7 8 *Old Cape Cod (Pincus)........... 7 ers _ 9 25 Mrs. Barbara Ory, the trombon- 
branched out into the recording —- - ist’s wife. who detailed the com- 
biz with launching of Pincus Plat- -8__7___*Round and Round (Rush) ......-.. 78 ae Ae Ae er : plaint in her suburban home here, 
ters Inc. for the showcasing of u 13 Bye, Bye, Love (Acuff-R.).......... ape io. 6 10 5 e 17 stated that Ory had to wait until 
new material and talent. 10 11 *Golden Braids (Roncom)........... oe ae os 8 7 — 15 late spring to collect all figures 

Initial step in the Pincus _ il 9  ‘tAl Shook Up (Presley-S) : 7 7 7 oop ae from his Paris lawyer before — 
ters operation was the sale of five — > he a ing charges before the AFM. She 
masters cut by Art Wood to Joe +Gonna Find Bluebird (Acuff-R.)... .. .. =. * ©. 20 said that other performers in 
Carlton, pop artists & repertoire 13 14 *Teen’rs Romance (Aztec).......... a An ae os 8 Europe ought to have their ac- 
chief at RCA Victor. Wood is a BG. nc | SYNE Oe LARC)... . 0 s0000 ite.) sat be. oe a a 8 6 counts checked because of difficul- 
pozearold deejay on WLYN, |] 15 12 {Wonderful Wful (Marks)...-..... 9... 7 a 
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Frank Sinatra (Capitol): “YOU'RE 
CHEATIN' YOURSELF”  (Bar- 
ton*), an uptempo ballad with a 
good lyrie idea, is sold all the way 
via one of Frank Sinatra’s strong 
rhythm vocals. “SOMETHING 
WONDERFUL HAPPENS IN 
SUMMER” (Sands*) is a lush type 
ballad with a melodic, romantic 
idea warmly projected by the 
crooner, 

Art Mooney Orch: “THE PA- 
RADE IS PASSING ME BY” (Sun- 
riset) shapes up as a promising 
entry via this colorful, marching 
arrangement by Art Mooney’s orch 
and chorus. It could hit big. 
“HONEST LOVE” (Daniels*) is a 
more conventionally tailored side. 

Chuck Berry (Chess): “OH 
BABY DOLL” (Arct) is another 
solid Chuck Berry number, one of 
the most talented writer-perform- 
ers in the rhythm & blues field. 
It's got an offbeat sound over a 
rocking hase. “LAJAUNDA” 
(Arct) is an okay Spanish-flavored 
number. 

Mickey & Sylvia (Vik): “LOVE 
WILL MAKE YOU FAIL IN 
SCHOOL” (Ghazit) makes strong 
materiai for this team and it could 
hit big with the kids. “TWO 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 











PULCO” (Milbee*) is a fair Latin- 
flavored entry. 

Winifred Atwell (London): 
“SPACE SHIP BOOGIE” (Wood*), 
as the title indicates, is a medley 
of offbeat sounds and the boogie 
tempo as played by accomplished 
keyboard performer. “STRUTTIN’ 
DOWN JANE STREET” (Mecca*) 
is a more melodic side also expert- 
ly played ‘by Miss Atwell. 

Vivienne Della Chiesa (VIP): 
“AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER” 
(Feist*), song of the 20th-Fox film, 
is handled effectively with this 
songstress’ potent iegit pipes 
against a lush background. 
“YOU'RE SOMEONE NEW” (Para- 
keet}), a new ballad, is another 
class tune delivered without vocal 


— 

Denson (Vik): “NEW 
SHOES” (Shermant), a folk-type | 
ly by Lee Denson, a ‘singer in the | 
Presley school. “CLIMB LOVE | 
MOUNTAIN” (Sherman?) is an ap- | 
pealing slow ballad. 

Johnnie Eager (RCA _ Victor): 
“THERE ARE TWO ‘EYES’ IN 
HAWAIIL” (Criterion*), a cute tune 
which could launch the Mawaiian 
cycle predicted in some quarters, 
gets a pleasing rendition by John- 
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SHADOWS ON THE WALL” | 


(Ghazi?) is a less impressive tear- 
jerker. 

Frankie Lymon (Gee): 
GOODY” (DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 


derson*), the swingin oldie, turns) 


up in a sock rock 'n’ roll version)! 
that will pass muster with the cur-| 
rent generation of teenagers.| 
“CREATION OF LOVE” (Kahl- 


Wemar?t), a new ballad, is a slow- 
tempoed item slanted for the 
juves 

Tommy Sands (Capitol): “LET 
ME BE LOVED” (Livingston & 


Evans*), theme song of the “James 
Dean Story” pic, is a solid ballad 


delivered in excellent style by 
Tommy Sands who eschews all 
rockabilly mannerisms here. On 


“FANTASTICALLY FOOLISH” 
(Snyder*}, Sands reverts back to 
the rocking groove with okay re- 
sults. 

Dean Jones (MGM): “HUSH-A- 
BYE” (Rooseveltt), a lullaby with 
a Latin beat, gets an attractive 
workover by Dean Jones. “THE 
BALLAD OF GUNSIGHT RIDGE” 
(Madrigal*), UA pic title song, is a 
prosaic storytelling yarn with an 
over-dramatie background, 


Gene Austin (RCA Victor): “A 
PORTER’S LOVE SONG TO A 
CHAMBERMAID” (Mayfair*) is an 
amusing, oldfashioned number 
which vet crooner Gene Austin han- 
dies very. attractively against a 
rinky-tink background. 


WRITE A BOOK” (Chappell*), a} 


showtune standard, is less suitable 
material for Austin. 

Victor Young Orch (Decca): 
“TELL MY LOVE” (Famous*), one 
of the late Victor Young’s film 
tunes from the Paramount film, 
“Loves of Omar Khayyam,” gets a 


lush, ligtenable reading by: the 
Victor Young orch conducted by 
Alfred Newman. “THE PURPLE 
HILLS” (Young*), another Young 


pic composition from RKO’s “Run 
of the Arrow,” is an attractive bal- 
lad with a western flavor. 


Julie London (Liberty): “DARK” 


(Larrabeet), a moody ballad with 
a literate lyric, adds up to excel- 
lent material for Julie London's 
smokey pipes A quiet number 
that packs lots of impact. “IT 
HAD TO BE YOU” (Remick*), the 
oldie, also gets an effective, sultry- 
voiced rendition. 

Mel Tillis (Columbia): “IF 
YOU'LL BE MY LOVE” (Cedar- 
wood?), a folk-type ballad, makes 
a good showcase for Mel Tillis, a 


country singer who doesn't try too 
many extreme rockabilly manner- 
isms, “JUKEBOX MAN” (Golden 
Westt) is typical c&w material 
with a boogie beat. 

Roy Tann (Dot): 


age slanted number, gets a jivey | 
workover, cornplete with the mo-| 
torcycle noises, that the leather- 


jacket set could go for. “ACA- 


“I COULD | 


“GOODY | 








| 


nie Eager with twanging guitars 
and vocal ensemble. “NO HUHU” 
(Criterion*) is a rhythm novelty 
using some Hawaiian vernacular. 

Henry De Pari (RKO Unique): 
“SOMETHING SPECIAL” (Amy? 
is a catching instrumental with a 
beg sax lead. “BRAVO TORE- 

OR” (Amyt) is a Spanish- 
styled item with the same kind of 
sound, 

Don Deal (Era): “UNFAITH- 
FUL DIANE” (Hilliaryt), an okay) 
rocking ballad, gets a competent 
workover in a rockabilly idiom by 
crooner Don Deal. “DEVIL OF 
DECEIT” (Pampert) is a more 
elaborate ballad also well handled. 

Tony Travis (Verve): “RED| 
SHUTTERS” (Bourne*) is a bright. 
number with a simple beat and 
original lyric that gets a good pro-| 
jection by Tony Travis. “FOOT- 
STEPS” (Hill & Ranget) is an) 
exotically flavered tune with an | 
offbeat idea that may draw some) 
attention. | 

Jovan Dell (Bally): “BON BON | 
BABY” (Bon Bon?) is a bouncing | 
rhythm tune delivered io standard | 
rocking style. “LOVE ME FOR-' 


| got an-amusing sound. 


| SELF” 


-who’s making her bow on this 
| label, 


ia good ride by Miss O’Day, but 


|rock 'n’ roll tune written and o> 
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Sponsored by Dodge 


Dealers of America 
Top Tunes and Talent 
ABC-TV Mon. 9:30-10 p.m., E.S.T. 
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EVER” (Valleydalet} is the slow 


| ballad side also belted with the | 


assortment of usual vocal tricks by | 
Miss Dell. 

Narvel Felts (Mercury): 
A-ME-BABY” (Puret) is a rocka-| 
billy entry with a Latin flavor de- 
livered by a singer who sounds| 
like a parody of Elvis Presley. at | 
“FOOLIS 
THOUGHTS” is strictly | 
routine. 

Jerry Lewis (Decca): “BY M 
(DeSylva, Brown & Hen-| 
derson*), from the Paramount pic 

The Delicate Delinquent,” is not 


(Pure?) 


| the best type of material for the 
| Lewis style of piping. 


“NO ONE’ 
(Leeds*) is a more swinging wipe: | 
ber which Lewis handles 
straight style. Unfortunately, with. | 
out that Jolsonesque touch, his | 
vocalistics are not particularly ef- 
fective. 

Four Spices (MGM): “HOW 1] 
LOVE YOU” (Bourne*), the stand-| 
ard, could come back into the pop 
lists via this colorful ride by ¢ 
good vocal combo. “WILD FLOW- 
ER” (Harms*), another oldie, has 
a charming, oldfashioned quality 
that could also click big. 

Pat O’Day (RCA Victor): “TURN- 
ABOUT” (Rush?t), a rocking num- 
ber, is fair material for Pat O’Day 


“THREE ROADS” (Rush?), 
a more pretentious ballad, is given 


the lyric takes a long time wind- 


ing up. 
Little Joe & The _ Thriilers 
(Okeh): “LILY LOU” (Eby?) is a 
livered strictly according to the 
pattern. The line, “I Love You, 
| Yes, I Do,” sounds as if it turns 
up in every song of this type. 
“PEANUTS” (Cranfordt) is only 
slightly less familiar. 


(*ASCAP, Miva a 





Goody's Album Bestsellers 


(Compiled by Sam Goody’s, leading New York disk retailer 
whose global mail order operation reflects not only the national 


market, but internationally). 


Artist Title Label 
1. Harry Belafonte Evening With Belafonte RCA Victor 
2. Frank Sinatra A Swinging Affair Capitol 
3. My Fair Lady Original Cast Columbia 
4. Roger Williams Fabulous Fifties Kapp 
5. Fitzgerald, Armstrong Ella & Louis Verve 
6. Nat King Cole Love Is The Thing Capitol 
7. Lena Horne t The Waldorf RCA Victor 
8. Most Happy Fella Original Cast—Excerpts Columbia 
9. Bells Are Ringing Original Cast Columbia 
10. Harry Belafonte Calypso RCA Victor 
11. Modern Jaz Quartet At Music Inn Atlantic 
12. My Fair Lady Shelly Manne Contemporary 
13, Ella Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
14, R. Clooney & Hi-Lo’s Ring Around The Rosey Columbia 
15, Erroll Garner Concert By The Sea Columbia 
16. The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
17. Around World 80 DaysSound Track Decca 
18. Oklahoma Sound Track Capitol 
19. Mantovani Film Encores London 
20. ‘Edmundo Ros Rhythms From The South London 





Album Reviews 





“Omar Khayyam”-“The Moun- 
tain” (Decca). This is a double fea- 
ture on wax, containing the sound- 
aah scores from two Paramount 
films. The late Victor Young’s 
score for “Omar Khayyam” has 


“KISS- | several aeneneaial melodic strains | 
which give it impact. On the flip|such standards 


usually wide variety of sounds out 
of their instruments. They are at 
their best in numbers like “Peanut 
Vendor” or “St. Louis Blues 
Boogie” where the group’s virtuoSsi- 
ty, together and solo, is strikingly 
evidenced. Reportory also includes 
as “Peg 0” My 


| side of this LP is Daniele Amfithea- | Heart,” “Sheik of Ara " “Roses 


tro’s score for the Spencer Tracy | 
|starrer, “The Mountain.” This is 
more typical film music, serving 
excellently as atmospheric back- 
_| ground but with little independent 
| significance. 

Guckenheimer Sour Kraut Band: 
“Sour Kraut In Hi-Fi” (RCA Vic- 
tor). Although there’s a comedy 
asfect to this group’s monicker 
which is also accented in the liner 
joe the music is more or less 
legitimate. It’s real German street 
band music played in traditional 
| style by a group of Coastites who 
| formed this band as a hooby. With 
titles like “Wiener Blut,” “Tyroler 
Waltz,” “Der Lustige,” “Hambur- 
ger Waltz,” etc., nobody is gonna 
take home this set by mistake. 

Tutti Camarata: “Tutti’s Trum- 
pets” (Disneyland). Six fine trum- 
peters in one section are spot- 
lighted in this attractive instru- 
mental set arranged and conducted 
by Tutti Camarata, a trumpet 
player himself. Numbers range 
from sweet to swing and from lush 
to taut with the ensemble work 
always precise. The featured ee 
ers on horn are Pete Candoli, 
Conrad Gozzo, Shorty Sherock, 
Mannie Klein, Joe Triscari and 
Uan Rasey. The selections include 
some fine oldies plus some interst- 
ing originals by Camarata, among 
them the fine “Trumpet Soliloquy. * 

Johnny Puleo & His Harmonica 
Gang (Audio Fidelity). Alumni of 
the late Borrah Minevitch’s Har- 
monica Rascals, Johnny Puleo’s 
combo is comprised of expert 
mouth organists who get an un- 





_LARIETE 10) Best Sellers on Coin Machines 





1. BYE, BYE, LOVE ((3) jeebenoaes 0 0s eee 0d ws 0+) UME IEO A 550 0ce'e 4. Cnianes 
2. LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND 6) penbeccescestahiweccout dn Acansnechesongacure 
3. DARK MOON. (10) 0.0.0... 000.0005 seas enes aoteessorseer dl mea itera 
i ee Oe ewaean papncocettoccescéeegcecee. GUN CHUTE oicacc. PUOReeeD 


5. GONNA SIT RIGHT DOWN (1) 


. THE FOUR WALLS (7) 
7. TEDDY BEAR (1) 


8. I LIKE YOUR KIND OF LOVE (4) 


9. ALL SHOOK UP (13) 
. LITTLE DARLIN’ (13) 


SEARCHING 
A TEENAGER’S ROMANCE 





“HOT ROD | ¢ 
QUEEN (Harman*), a driving a it COME, GO WITH ME 


| 


START MOVING 
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[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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| ing stylist. 


of Picardy” and “Bolero.” The 
recorded sound is excellent. 

Sallie Blair: “Squeeze Me” (Beth- 
lehem). A young Negro songstress 
now working the cafe circuit, Sallie 
Blair registers as a highly promis- 
Miss Blair apparently 
listened closely to Lena Horne and 
Sarah Vaughan (who are fine 
models for any songstress), but 
she’s developed her own style with 
a set of flexible and intense-sound- 
ing pipes. She gets solid backing 
in this set of oldies by a group 
under Richard Wess. 

Gerry Mulligan Quartet (Pacific 
Jazz). Gerry Mullingan’s combo 
continues to turn out some of the 
best sounds in the modern jazz 
schoal. In this set, recorded dur- 
ing a performance at the Storyville 
club in Boston, Mulligan who plays 
baritone sax and, occasionally, 
piano, has Bob Brookmeyer on 
trombone, Bill Crown on bass, and 
Dave Bailey on drums. One again, 
the combo accents intricate, swing- 
ing musical patterns by instrumen- 
talists who always know that they 
are doing, which is more than can 
be said for many other modern 
jazzmen. Fr. Norman O’Connor, 
Catholic Chaplain of Boston U. and 
a deep-dyed jazz fan, writes some 
humane, literate liner notes. 

New York Woodwind Quintet: 
“The Music of Alec Wilder” (Gold- 
er Crest). “This is a tough one to 
classify between a pop or longhair 
set. It tends more to the latter 
category, since only one pop tune, 
“Dinah,” turns up in this highbrow 
collection of Alec Wilder composi- 
tions arranged for woodwinds and 
played by a crack combo. 

Phil Nimmons Group: “The 
Canadian Scene” (Verve). While 
practically every country on the 
face of the globe, including Japan, 
has turned up with a jazz combo 
of one knd or another on a 
Canada, the closest neighbor to 
U.S., has not been Ng mgr ro nat 
in this field. This Verve album 
the Phil Nimmons 
Group, a modern-sounding combo 
from Toronto with many interest- 
ing musical ideas. More so than 
probably any other musical idiom, 
jazz again shows that it knows no 
national boundaries. 

Jose Melis (MGM). Jose Melis, 

a fancy keyboard performer pro- 
ficient in both U.S. and Latin- 
American grooves, shes. un a 
pleasing program of oldies with 
rhythm accompaniment. Included 
among the dozen numbers are 
“September Song.” The Theme 
from “Limelight,” “Serenata,” 
“Granada,” “Solitude” and other 
opportunities for lush —— 


e ’ 
Jodie Sands’ P.A.s 

Jodie Sands, who -has broken 
through with a hit on the Chancel- 
lor label with “With All My Heart,” 
is getting plenty of work calls 
since. 

She’s set for shots on the Vic Da- 
mone, Steve Allen and Julius La- 
Rosa video shows and she’s been 
booked with the Alan Freed show 
at the Broadway Paramount The- 
atre starting today (Wed.) follow- 
ing with a flock of nitery engage- 
ments in the east. 


Showcases 
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Presley, 8-Time Golden Boy 


It’s not news any more when Elvis Presley turns up with an- 
other 1,000,000-disk seller. But just for che record, Presley's latest 
RCA Victor platter, “Loving You’ 
the singer’s eighth disk to enter the golden circle. One week after 
its release, the disk passed the 1,250,000 marker and Victor execs 
say sales are still mounting steadily. Songs are from Presley's 
upcoming Paramount film, “Loving You.” 

Other Presley 1,000,000-disks have been “Heartbreak Hotel.” “I 
Want You, I Need You, I Love You,” “Don’t Be Cruel,” “Hound 
Dog,” “Love Me Tender,” “Too Much” and “All Shook Up.” 
Don’t Be Cruel” is Presley’s top-selling side, having hit around 


5,000,000 in sales. 


The 22year-old-singer has concentrated his string of hits into 


a period of less than two years. 


RKO-Unique Back 
On Platter Front 





With Film Tunes 


RKO-Unique. Records returned 
to recording action last week with 
a flock of tunes from forthcoming 
United Artists’ pix. The dates were 
a&r’ed by Jimmy Krondes, who 
heretofore had handled promotion 
for the label. The diskery’s record- 
ing activities came to a virtual 
standstill a few months ago when 
Joe Leahy exited to form his own 
National label. 

Artists on the sessions were Joe 
Tueker and Bill Fontaine. 

In a move to get the diskery 
into high gear, exec veepee Stan 
Borden has brought in Ralph Scull 


"ana “Teddy Bear,” has become 








as chief engineer and Al Colon to 
take over the traffic and shipping 
details. 

Firm is now pushing two recent- 





ly acquired masters, “Turnpike 
Cruise,” by the Charlie Ross Quar- 
tet, originally cut on the Reserve 
label, and “Tanganyika,” by the | 
Johnny Noubarian Quartet, which | 
was picked up from the Demo la- | 
bel. In the album field, the com- 
pany is rolling with three current 
issues, Herbie Fields’ “A Night 
At Kitty’s,” Artie Wayne’s “You're 
My Thrill” and Ted Lewis’ “A Mil- 
lion Memories.” Set for July re- 
lease are Keefe Brasselle’s “The 


. 
RKO-Unique to Staff 
His ‘National’ Label 

Joe Leahy rounded out the per- 
sonnel setup of his new National 
Records operation last week. Phil 
Macy has come in as chief engineer 
heading all the diskery’s technical 
work and Ray Meinberg takes over 
in the sales manager's slot. Paul 
Leahy will be production super- 
visor in charge of shipments and 
traffic. They were all with RKO- 
Unique before joining National. 
Joe Leahy was RKO-Unique's prexy 
and a&r chief. 

National’s advertising, promotion 
and publicity will be Handled by 
Sid Ascher. Meinberg is currently 
is on a 35-city tour huddling with 
label's distributors in key areas. 

Meantime, Leahy is prepping a 
series of LPs including two fea- 
turing G. Schirmer standards, a 
dance package and a vocal album 
of secular songs by the English Bell 
Singers. He's planing to the Coast 


+ 
> 


BMI, SPA In ‘Numbers Game’ Over — 
Publishing Tieups of 21 Artists 





No. 1 Film Tune 
At the half-year mark, only 
pic tune that’s made a decent 
dent in the bestsellers has been 
“It's Not For Me To Say.” Song 
is slotted in Metro's “Lizzie” 
and is riding high via Johnny 
Mathis’ disking for Columbia. 
Tune was cleffed by Robert 

Allen and Al Stillman. 


LERNER & LOEWE’S 
‘GIG? RE-RECORDING 


Hollywood, July 2. 
approach to soundtrack 
music albums is being mulled by 
| Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
| Loewe for the projected package 





New 





Modern Minstrel,” Michae | | today (Wed.) to dicker for some|on “Gigi,” Metro tuner they're 


Srtange’s “Something Strange” 
and the Victor Young score from 
the pic, “Run Of The Arrow.” 


New TV Pennsylvanians 


Fred Waring is on the prow! for 
new Pennsylvanians. Maestro wants | 
to refurbish his orch and choral 








| soundtrack sets. 





Coniff-Cal Cagno Pards 


Ray. Conniff, arranger-conductor 
for Columbia Records, and Joe Cal 
Cagno, former writer-artist with 
the King Features Syndicate and 
the N. Y. Daily Mirror, have en- 
tered the music biz via a new com- 


writing. MGM Records will release 
the album. 

Tune team wants to abandon the 
| traditional practice of merély trans- 
| ferring the sountrack to an album 
| in favor of a complete re-recording 

of the score by the cast. They feel 
it will give the album an added lift 
| and will more closely approximate 
| the original cast albums of Broad- 
way shows, all of which are special- 


crews for his upcoming CBS-TV pany, Conniff-Cal Cagno Enter | jy recorded. There has been no 


show as well as a 10-week road 
tour which follows. 


prises, 


It's a music publishing and 


As part of the argu- 
it, Lerner & 


| decision yet. 
ment in favor of 


Waring goes on tv for six weeks talent management firm headquar-| Loewe point out that the diskery 


beginnning July 22 with a cruss-| 
the-board show originating from) 
his Shawnee-on-Delaware resort. | 


tering in New York. Songstress 
Helen Dixon has already been 
signed to a management pact. 





| must pay for re-recording anyway, 
under union rules, even though the 
| actual track is used. 
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LITTLE RICHARD (Specialty 
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JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
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jof the artists in 


Broadcast Music Inc. slapped the 
‘Songwriters Protective Association 
| for an alleged “slur on the integri- 
| ty” of a group of performers who, 
in statements released last week, 
|denied favoring BMI tunes. Of 
|the 21 names making such state- 
|ments in behalf of BMI, SPA said 
that 14 had interests in publishing 
'firms “subsidized by BMI.” 


A BMI s~ ‘esman said that both 
|SPA’s arin tic and logic were 
incorrect. In the first place, none 


the group had 


firms that were “subsidized” by 


| BMI, that is, received guarantees 
jfrom BMI irrespective of the 
number of earned performances, 


' Secondly, only 10 of the 21 were, 
|in some way, affiliated with BMi 
firms. Of these 10, one (Dinah 
|Shore) had a part-interest in a 
| BMI firm that has published only 
fone song. Another, Rudy Vallee 
has not had a BMI firm in active 
status since 1945. Thirdly, the BMI 
spokesman stated that SPA had 
| failed to point out that the artists 
with BMI firms also had, in vir- 
tually every case, ASCAP firms. 

| BMI, which released the state- 
ments by the 2] performers as a 
counter-blast to Bing Crosby's rap 
j against the broadcasters and BMI, 
pointed out that the artists’ in- 
jcome from their pubishing in- 
terests, both ASCAP and BMI, was 
relatively trivial. But of the per- 
formers reacted solely to the coin 
involved, then it would be more 
likely that they would favor the 
other side since their ASCAP firms 
| were generally productive of more 
money. 

This is the BMI breakdown of 
the publishing affiliations of the 21 
artists involved: Dinah Shore, both 
BMI and ASCAP; Lawrence Welk, 


ASCAP only; Benry Goodman, 
none; Gene Autry, ASCAP and 
BMI; Patti Page, ASCAP and 


BMI; Nat King Cole, ASCAP only; 
Rosemary Clooney, ASCAP only; 
Rudy Vallee, inactive: Les Paul, 
ASCAP and BMI; Eddie Arnold, 
none; Kay Starr, BMI only; Sammy 


Davis Jr., none; Ray Bloch, ASCAP 
orly; Ray Anthony, ASCAP and 
BMI; Percy Faith, none; Lanny 


Ross, ASCAP only; Mindy Carson, 
ASCAP only (through her husband 
Eddie Joy); Jack Hope, none; Fran 
Allison, BMI only (‘through her 
husband Archie Levenson); Sammy 
Kaye, ASCAP and BMI; and*Staa 
Kenton, ASCAP and BMI. 


Victor Expanding Plant 
| In NJ. to Meet Disk Sked 


| RCA Victor is expanding its 

piant in Rockaway, N. J., to include 
a new warehouse and distribution 
centre. Ground clearing has be- 
gun for a one-story brick structure 
containing 120,000 square feet of 
floor space. 

Although Victor opened its plant 

in Rockaway only three years ago, 
it soon became inadequate due to 
'the steady rise in the company’s 
disk biz. The new building will 
| provide office space and storage for 
all disks produced at the manufac- 
‘turing plant which, in turn, will 
convert its warehouse space into 
additional pressing facilities. L. M. 
Goebel, plant manager, stated that 
the new layout will place the Rock- 
away plant, which services about 
20 states along the eastern coast, 
in a more favorable position to 
maintain critical production sched- 
ules. 

Victor has two other disk manu- 
facturing factories, in Indianapolis 
and Hollywood. 





Chicago Jazzmen Aid 


Ailing Lee Collins 


Chicago, July 2. 
Local jazzmen gave forth at a 
benefit Sunday (30) for ailing Lee 
Collins. Collins, who brought his 


|dixieland trumpet from New Or- 


leans to Chi in the ‘20s, is eurrent- 
ly in County Hospital with a dilat- 
ed lung. 

| Concert was held in the Glen- 
hard Firehouse in Lombard, IIL, 
}and performers included both con- 
temporaries of Collins in the eariy 
heyday of Chi jazz and younger 
musicians active here today. 











Unit headed by sagebrush singer 
Hank Snow plays 8,500-seat Audi- 
torium, Ottawa, July 13 with Cow- 
boy Copas, Wilma Lee and Stoney 
Cooper featured. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Vik Records, the RCA subsid label, has snagged another flock of 
artists for its roster, Among the new additions are songstresses Helen 
O'Connell and Julie Wilson. The Winged Victory Chorus, pianist Neil 
Wolfe, saxman Bobby Dukoff, guitarist Chuck Wayne have also been 
signed to cut albums for the label. Also joining up are several combos, 
such as the Rover Boys, the Gallahads and the Country Singers, plus 
balladeer Brook Benton and rockabilly singer Gene Morris. Herman 
Diaz heads Vik’s album output, while Bob Rolontz pilots the singles 
division. 





The Call Board, official organ of the Catholic Actors Guild of Amer- 
ica, issued a Gene Buck Memorial Issue in Jne, featuring tributes 
to the late songwriter-producer and longtime prexy of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers. George Buck, exec sec- 
retary of the Guild, wrote the leadoff tribute to his brother, who was 
prexy of the Guild for 15 years. Others memorializing the veteran 
showman are Walter Kiernan, Gene Fowler, George E. Sokolsky, Bob 
Considine, Frank Scully, Ward Morehouse, L. Wolfe Gilbert, and Bruce 
Reynolds, latter for the Lambs Club. 





Decca Records’ line of phonographs for the coming year has been 
expanded into 14 models ranging from $19.95 to $199.95, in addition 
to an augmented series of accessories, including disk storage racks, 
needles, cases, etc. Lowest-price model is a manual machine while the 
top-priced phonos have hi-fi features and can be used with three differ- 
ent speaker enclosures being marketed by the diskery. Decca is cur- 
rently kicking off the sales campaign for the new machines under the 
tag of “Preview '58.” 





Next year’s Newport Jazz bash may be switched to a later ‘date be- 
cause of a skedded appearance at the Brussels World’s Fair next July, 
according to prexy Louis L. Lorillard. This year’s festival gets under- 
way Thursday (4) and continues through Sunday (7) at Freebody 
Park in Newport, R.I. Lorillard said arrangements are being made 
through the State Dept. for a touring group of Newport Jazz Festival 
artists to give a major pe ce on several nights of the Brussels 
event. This would mean that the 1958 festival might have to be skedded 
for later in the summer, possibly the first week in August, he pointed 
out. Lorillard held confabs with Brussels officials in Europe earlier 
this year 


Maestro Hank Sylvern is writing his own material for a pipe organ 
series of albums that he'll cut for the ABC-Paramount label. He'll 
cut them at the Paramount Theatre where his recording sessions will 
start at 1 a.m., closing time for the Broadway house. 





Goughan Named Manager 
Of Col’s New PX Division 


Columbia Records is going after 
the Armed Services Post Exchange 
trade. Diskery has set L. Laurence 


sales,a newly created spot. 

Goughan will handle both 
Columbia and Epie lines for the 
PX push. Epic is Col’s subsid 
label. 
exchanges in this country alone. 

Before joining Col, Goughan had 
been associated with European 
post exchange operation for the 
past 12 years. 


* éqy° ’ 

Israeli ‘Hipsters’ to Cap 

Hollywood, July 2. 

Capitol’s next new offering via 
its international release program 
will be Trio Aravah, an Israeli 
group currently working its way 
through Europe enroute to the U.S. 
Vocal trio has been tentatively set 
for an appearance on the Ed Sul- 
livan show in the fall. 

Unlike other artists introduced 
in the Capitol series of albums 
from around the world, Trio Ara- 
vah has a modern music flavor. 
They concentrate on Israeli ma- 
terial, of course, but in the more 
modern id rather than tradi- 
tional. It’s described as the Mid- 
dle East's first “hip” act. 


Vik Signs Pat Susuki 

Pat Susuki, Coast songstress, has 
been added to the roster of Vik 
Records, the RCA subsid label. 

Herman Diaz, artists repe 
chief of the label, inked the thrush 
while in Hollywood last week. 











Goughan as manager of military | 








Newport Grins and Bears It as 
Fans Invade Town for Jazz Festival 





The Sparks to Decca 


The Sparks, a teenage combo 


There are about 3,900 post from New Orleans where they re- 


cently won a talent contest spon- 


sored by Universal Pictures, have | 


been inked by Decca Records. It’s 
an instrumental-vocal quintet in 
the rock ‘'n’ roll groove. First 
Decca release will be an instru- 
mental on “Old Man River” and a 
vocal rendition of “Merry, Merry 
Lou.” 

Decca, at the same time, has 
picked up a disk by “Cousin” Herb 
Henson originally issued on the 
indie Tally label on the Coast. 
Tunes are “Up the Path and in My 
Door” and “Up Yaander.” 


Sister of Victor Young 
Withdraws Biroteau Suit 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Helen Hill, sister of the late 
Victor Young, has withdrawn her 
suit against Jacques Biroteau, man- 
ager of. the composer-conductor 
and head of the Victor Young 
music corp., after new financial ar- 

rangements were made for her. 
In her L. A: Superior Court suit 
filed June 14, she asked for estab- 





rtoire| lishment of a trust for Young's 


musical properties and his stock 
holdings. 
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“AROUND THE WORLD” (Decca) 
1 1 Sound Track (DL 9046)........... as £2oh 338 S03 So oe eR Be 2S 8 eee 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
2 2 “Swinging Affair” (W 803)........ ‘aa.47 ee. Sac SF 2 : ¢.8 % 5 24 3 17138 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 
3 3 “Love Is the Thing” (W 824)...... $2 8-58 2 s 8.4 tee 2 «2 8 6.235 
“MY FAIR LADY” (Columbia) 
4 4 Original Cast (OL 5090).......... > 6 22: £ 4 =o: 3 Pie 6 6 3 3 1 10 =5 105 
POLLY BERGEN (Columbia) 
5 6 “Bergen Sings Morgan” (CL 994)... .. .. 2 8 SS. 22 7, $ § 7 5 1 10 63 
MANTOVANI (London) 
6 5 Film Encores” (LL 1700)........ -. ae te. 5 9 Bc. 3 8 9 2 7 6 @ 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) F 
7 #7 “Fabulous Fifties” (KXL 5000).... .. oe See 6:8: 3 6.4%... 0-3 B.. B-. .. 8 47 
“KING AND I” (Capitol) ’ 
8 14 Sound Track (T740).............. ets eS s -e. 0 5 3 41 
TOMMY SANDS (Capitol) 
9 8 “Steady Date” (T848)............. an : 7 9 ee 4 3 40 
TE 5 (Capitol) 
10 ©9 “Hymns” (T756)...............-. ee * , eR o-s.0 ul 5 2 6 37 
a LESTER LANIN ORCH. (Epic) 
11 10 “Dance to Music of” (LN 3340)...... .. Seas 7 8 ras es 8 35 
LENA HORNE (Victor) 
12 16 “Lena at the Waldorf” (LOC 1028)... 2 .. 8 .. & PR 2 8 29 
HARRY BELAFONTE (Victor) t 
13 15° “Ev’ing With Belafonte” (LPM1407) .. 8 6 .. .. .. 4 : me 5 6 9 28 
“OKLAHOMA” (Capitol) 
14 13 Sound Track (SAO 595)..... FES ERS OS Se aoe Se ae eS 10 eave ieee 
HARRY BELAFONTE (Victor) 
15 12 “Calypso” (LPM 1248)............ 8 .. 10 8 10 - ‘ TPT Ste 6 8 B 22 
“NEW GIRL IN TO (Wictor) es 
16. ... . Ooiginel, Cae ces tas cece a. Bs ew ee = 8B Wea era 18 
io “EDDY DUCHIN STORY” (Decca) - ‘ 
17A 19 . Sound Track (DL 8280)........... .. .. «+ 9 3 .. 6 .. 4. 4. «- ° ee = 15 
TE (Capitol) 
17B 17 “Spirituals” (T818)....... TE yy ES es ey See -. eeell oe ae 15 
ELLA (Verve) 
19 18 “Redgers & Hart” (MGV 4002-2).... .. .. 6 .. PGS ETS a eee oo 6 14 
ROSEMAR 's (Col.) 
20 14 “Ring Around Rosie’ (CL 1006)... .. * 10 2 8 . 13 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Verve) 
21A 22 “Ella Sings Porter” (MGV 4001-2). .. 10 m.. 
JUDY GARLAND (Capitol) 
21B “Afene”(T GOBR iis 2. - ea} - Boab yer ea a 5 . £8 
DUKE ELLINGTON (Columbia) 
23A “Ellington at Newport” (CL 934).. 10 7 Fe 
ROGER WAGNER CHORALE (Capitol) 
23B 23 “House of the Lord” (T-8365)...... See 6 5 
DICK HYMAN (MGM) 
25 20 “60 Great All Time Songs” (E 3535-6-7).. . 7 os 4 








By DAVID BITTAN 


Newport, R. L., July 2 

This onetime watering spot for 
the Vanderbilts and Whitneys was 
girdling today (Tues.) for the 
fourth annual onslaught of jazz 
fans from all parts of the nation. 

Some 25,000 persons are ex- 
pected to attend the four-day New- 
port Jazz Festival which opens 
Thursday night (4) with the tra- 
ditional-style* blowing of Louis 
Armstrong and closes Sunday night 
with the Count Basie band's swing- 
ing sounds. 

All available hotel space has 
been booked for weeks. Many 
private citizens are dusting their 
guest rooms to rent them out for 
the four days. Restaurants are 
doubling and tripling their food 
orders. It’s jazz festival time and 
Newporters by now know how to 
take care of the jazz fans. 

Any resistance of the more staid 
citizens had to the nonconformist 
jazz lovers has long since melted. 

This year’s exraordinary talent 
lineup—which features a good per- 
centage of the top jazz names in 
the business—is expected to draw 
a record crowd to the concert ses- 
sions at Freebody Park. 

The opening night session has 
been billed as a “party” for Arm- 
| strong, who will be celebrating his 
57th birthday July 4. Ella Fitz- 
|gerald will be featured vocalist. 
Traditionalists Sidney Bechet, Kid 
Ory and Jack Teagarden are among 
those on the bill. 

After the last note sounds Thurs- 
day night at the open-air stadium, 





Armstrong will be the guest at a 
| party given by Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
|L. Lorillard, patron saints of the 
festival, at their Newport mansion, 
| Quatrel. 

These Lorillard parties for mu- 
|Siclans and the press, annual af- 
| tairs, are featured by jam sessions 
which last into the early hours. 
| Serious Side 
| The festival, directed by Boston 
|nitery operator George Wein and 
}run as a nonprofit venture, has 
its serious side, too. Free forums 
will be held Friday and Saturday 
| mornings. Saturday's contro- 
| versial topic will be on “Music and 
the Use of Habituating and Addict- 
ing Drugs.” Nat Hentoff will mod- 
erate a panel comprising Dr. Paul 
| Diamond, psychiatrist; John Ham- 
mond, jazz critics; the Rev. Nor- 
;}man O'Connor, chaplain of Boston 
| University's Newman Club and a 
| Jazz expert; pianist Billy Taylor 
jand attorney Maxwell T. Cohen. 
The modern jazzmen take over 
|for Friday night’s coricert. Feat- 
ured, among others, will be Stan 
Kenton and his band, singer Car- 
men McRae, the George Shearing 
| Quintet, the Erroll Garner Trio 
and saxophonist Stan Getz. 

Saturday night's bill includes 
the Dave Brubeck Quartet, Dizzy 
Gillespie's big band, singers Billie 
Holiday and Chris Connor and the 
Gerry Mulligan Quartet. 

On the bill with Basie Sunday 
night will be Sarah Vaughan, Li- 
onel Hampton, the Oscar Peterson 
Trio, saxophonist Jimmy Guiffre 
and pianist Teddy Wilson. 

In a Newport departure, Ma- 
halia Jackson and the Clara Ward 
singers will be featured at a Sun- 
day afternoon “Gospel! session.” 

The Farmingdale, N.Y., High 
School jazz orchestra will play at 
the Saturday afternoon concert, 
along with the groups of Den E!- 





liott and Horace Silver, among 
others. 
Three foreign-born musicians, 


Japanese pianist Toshiko; Bernard 
Peiffer, French pianist, and Dutch 
accordionist Matt Matthews are on 
the bill for Friday afternoon's con- 
cert. é 
The afternoon sessions, billed as 
featuring “Future Jazz Greats,” al- 
though many already have arrived, 
will have a $1.50 admission. Tick- 
ets for the evening sessions range 
from $3 to $5. 

| The festival's promoters are hop- 
ing for better weather this year 
than last. The opening concert in 
1956 was played in a drenching 
rain, with some performers and 
the entire audience soaking wet. 
It rained so hard umbrellas and 
raincoats didn't help. The sec- 
ond’'s night’s performance also was 
;marred by rain. 

| But, rain or shine 





the jazz fes- 


tival will go on as scheduled. 
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SINGS THE TOP TUNE 
MOVIE, “LOVING YOU”. 


ELVIS PRESLEY (=-'<~- Ba ELVIS PRESLEY a 





A SCORCHING SINGLE 


Two hit sides on one sensational! record! 
Specially packaged in an eye-catching 


four-color sleeve! 47-7000. 
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FROM HIS NEW SMASH 
’..ON RCA VICTOR! 


RCA VICTOR 








A SIZZLING ALBUM -. . 
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NEW ORTHOPHONIC HIGH FIDELITY RECORDINGS 


CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


retnrough your RCA Victor distributor today! @ RCA VICTOR 
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arrange the West End presenta-| background music for the “country === 
/tion of “Most Happy Fella” . . .| style” musical score Jack Marsha 
] Songstress Rosemary Squires off|is composing for C. V. Whitney's ASCAP-TV 
D a on a four-week tour of British | “The Missouri Traveler” ... Dean 
service bases in Cyprus and the pone | making * col ee |e Continued from page 41 ———a 
, is lat 
none. ay Risk, en aA Bye” “24 “Gun-| insisted they had no control over 
oint Ridge”... NBC-TV has pur-| the songwriters one way or an- 
New York London Hollywood chased “The Lonely One,” tune| other. (Hammerstein, though not 


Abbey Albert orch inte the Sher- 
aton-Astor Monday (1) for indefi- 
nite stay .. . Jeam Martin named 
women’s chairman of the record- 
ing and disk jockey committee for 
multiple sclerosis , . . French jazz 
pianist Bernard Peiffer brings his 
trio into the Composer July 4... 
Ray Carle Quartet moved into the 
Hotel Statler’s Cocktail Lounge 
last week . . NBC-TV’s_ “To- 
night” show picked up Signal Rec- 
ords’ cocktailery at the Hotel New 
Yorker's Golden Thread Cafe last 
week . . . Chris Conner opened 
at the Bolero, Wildwood, N. J. 

Ann Reisman, Decca-Coral pub- 
licist, engaged te Marty Hoffman, 
Coral'’s eastern promotion man. 













Maurice Scopp, Robbins Music 
Corp. topper, planed out of Lon- 
don for New York 10 days ago 
after a three-week European busi- 
ness trip .. , Mike Ste 


rently playing a British vaude 
tour, le ‘or the U:S. last week 
after a one-week quickie taking in 
Paris and London. During his stay 


he had talks with execs of the) 
Philips recording label .. . A total | 
of 18 bands, ranging from rock 'n’ | 


roll to mambo outfits, took part in 
a day cruise to France last 
week . . . Alan Gibbs has taken 
over the vocal chores with the 

Weir orch . . . Composer 
Frank Loesser scheduled to arrive 


in London within the next week te | 


wart, mana-| 
ger of The Four Lads, who are cur- | 


penned by Johnny Western for the | a plaintiff in the suit directly, has 
Louis Armstrong set for a One-| web’s series, “Boots and Saddles”|been an 

week stint at the Warner Theatre | | 

jin Atlantic City July 9. He then 


supporter of 
Paul Cunningham, 


active 
the litigation. 


: . ASCAP prexy who was also pres- 
pao vl mg tiqimel — Jay Chicago lent at the negotiations, is a plain- 
ive , Doroth sh Spike Harrison booked for | tiff in the suit.) 

om y Shay set for her te ‘ 
annual three-week date at the | Moose Club, Champaign, Aug. 5| The broadcasters also refused to 
Riverside, Reno, Aug. 15... Stan|for three weeks .. . Jack Teagar-|renew the present agreement be- 
Irwin set comedienne Jean Carroll} den will play the Crest Lounge,| cause they noted that there was 
to open with Marge & Gower | netroit, Sept. 10-22 ,. . Bob Gib-| Some feeling among video station 


th Sahara, Las| 
mor go - hee aM .. Witidesss | som to cut felksong albuia fer operators that ASCAP was getting 


too much money. ASCAP earned 
i .|Decca .. . Diamonds with Dan 

musical harmony trio, open wes Belloc attain tn, tale eibteteieeh. ete veer — Pye Sage te 
i ine “day stand | ing in Milwaukee July 7 and wind- , “ 
i? 4 Io poll “4 ‘Lake ing up July 21 in Chicago . . .| rent licensing fees are maintained, 
Tahoe... Mary Kaye © opens | Sleepy Laners into McCurdy Ho-| is figured to earn more in succeed- 
|three-week stand at the aha tel, Evansville . . . Streamliners|ing years as the video industry's 
| rhythm tune, is belted energetical- | With Diane Gayle at Moose Club, | earnings go up. 
hampaigne, last week for two Meetings Continue 


|rineland Restaurant July 9 
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SUMMER 


'M SORRY FOR 
YOU MY FRIEND 


MGM 12480 


CONNIE FRANCIS 





OF THE WEE 
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Marvin Rainwater 


Mello Men signed to provide’ frames . . . Dick Contino orch at 

Aksarben Coliseum, Omaha, Aug. While the respective negotiating 
6-7 . . . Herb Lance here for! committees were unable to see eye 
rhythm & blues concert at Civic|to eye at the first session, the 
Opera House Sun. (30)... Com- | video industry’s counsel, former 
posers at Suttmillers, Dayton, O.,| Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind, 
July 15 for three weeks. and ASCAP general counsel Her- 
p man Finkelstein will continue to 
San Francisco meet wen the next general. pow- 
e rook: .| wow in about a month. It’s un- 
ok — oe er be Mee. derstood that there’s some feeling 
off’s Crown Room atop Nob Hill.|on both sides that if the current 
Between sets Jack Nebergall| pact is not renewed at an early 
strums the harp . . . the original | date, there should be a complete 

Fack’s has returned to a jazz pol-| rewrite of the contract. 
icy with George Cerutti Quartet.| Under the current pact, ASCAP’s 
Frances Faye opens July 24 at|bianket license for stations calls 
Fack’s II... Ralph Sutton moves/|for a/ 2.05% cut of net revenues 


into the suburban Dabville Hotel| from gale of airtime after certain 
(26) . . , Ronnie Kemper and Betty | deductions. Networks, under a 





yo a _——_ going a blanket deal, pay 212% of net 

‘+ Hodes filling in for Turk Murphy |T¢venue — sale of airtime plus 
WORE at the Tin Angel while Murphy’s|2 Sustaining program charge of 
.\.\WNN \\ at the Newport Jazz Festival . . .|$150 per affiliate per year. The 


KPFA starting a series on the Lu| Per-program license rate is 9% of 
Watters band (Turk Murphy, Bob/|the net revenue from the sale of 
Scobey, Clancy Hayes, Wally Rose,| programs using the Society's 
et al.) at the late, lamented Ham- | music. 

bone Kelly’s . 00 Moana Wh)DbD  ——_—_—_—— 

will reopen with Virgil Gonsalves 


\ 
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FIND ME A 
BLUEBIRD 


RAY CHARLES 








booked for a one-nighter at the 
Copa July 10 .. . Illinois Jacquet 
set for the Rock 'n’ Roll Room 
the week of July 22... Tiny Wolfe, 
longtime bandleader at Copa, will 
go out as a single turn weeknights 
over the summer when Copa 
switches to weekend operation .. .! 
Tony Little, organist, renewed at 
til Labor Day at Carlton House’s 
Town & Country Lounge...’ 
Johnny Costa, staff pianist at 
KDKA-TYV, will be on the Chatham 
College music faculty again next 
term ... Marty King orch, which 
had been at Colonial Manor Fri- 
days and Saturdays only, now 
playing nightly with opening of 
White Barn Theatre strawhat sea- 
son. Playhouse adjoins the Manor 
... Teddy Zupka, organist, had his 
option picked up at Shamrock 
Room ... Dave Tamburri orch re- 
newed again at Beverly Hills Hotel. 


Paramount Picture 


“BEAU JAMES" 


\ band .. . Joaquin Garay negotiat- 

\ ing for a Frisco club, BEAL JAMES 
GON y A \'\N\ Pittsburgh 

Woody Herman and the Herd spired by! the 
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recorded by 


DEAN MARTIN 


Capito 













Famous Music’ Corporation 
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Fast climbing the charts... 
DON’T CRY 
MY LOVE 


SINGERS A Great Vocal Rendition by 
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EIGHTEEN 


FADED ORCHID 
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ART MOONEY 
. AND HIS ORCH 


THE PARADE IS 
PASSING ME BY | 
HONEST LOVE [5 

M-G-M RECORDS | 


K 12507 


WN 


AROUND THE 
WORLD 


TAKE A TRIP 
TO MEMORY LANE 


Co 


CHUCK ALAIMO 
QUARTET 





Kansas City 

Tommy Reed orch closes a lon 
winter-spring stand at the Hote 
Muehlebach’s Terrace Gril! July 
4. Crew takes a vacation, then 
opens at the Martinique, Chi, Aug. 
5, following that with a September 
stand at Lake Geneva, Wis. ., . Joe 
Reichman orch takes over the Ter- 
race Grill July°5 for a 12-week 
stand, repeating the policy of the 
Muehlebach last summer .., 
Charles Drake orch has returned 
to the Drum Room of Hotel Presi- 
dent, co up from a Texas 
stand . , . Madcaps, currently in 
the Terrace Grill, are set for the 
Palace, N. Y., July 5 for a week. 
., . Charlotte Politte fingering the 
iano between orch sessions in the 

errace Grill . . , Carmen LeFave 
Trio recently took over the stand 
in the Muehlebach’s Cafe Picardy 
.. . Les Harding orch, who had the 
Pla-Mor Ballroom sold out from 
under them, have taken up a new 


VERA LYNN 
on London Records (#1729) 


THE B.F. WOOD MUSIC CO., INC. 














IT'S NEW 
IT'S CALYPSO 
IT’S ROSEMARY CLOONEY 


WHO DOT 
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stand at Moley’s Ballroom. 
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LANE BROTHERS: 
DING DANG DANGLIN’.... 


UH-UH HONEY 


: with Joe Reisman’s Orchestra 47/20-6900 





c/w 


AROUND 


* — 47/20-6945 





BOB JAXON: 


BEACH PARTY 





!’M HANGIN’ 


eeererevereereeeeeereeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeseeveeerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
. 


LOU MONTE: 


THE WIFE (2 rosters 
MUSICA BELLA 


(The Beautiful Music of Love) 


with Hugo Winterhalter’s Orchestra 
and Chorus 47/20-6951 





- HANK SNOW: 


: MY ARMS ARE 
: A HOUSE 


° -efe~™ 


TANGLED MIND 


:  47/20-6955 







eeeeseeoeeweeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenee 


EXPLODING BIG ALL ACROSS THE NATION—THE AMES BROTHERS’ ROCKIN’ SHOES c/w TAMMY. 
(from the Universal- International film “Tammy and the Bachelor”) with Joe Reisman’s Orchestra and Chorus 47/20-6930 
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est Case Vs. oF ctor Longhairs; 
Store's Tune U TOP TALENT AND TUNES 400% Up in M 
| RCA Victor’s trad 

A test case to determine whether 7 eee trade-in program ‘ 
a retail store with its own music : 7 |S esome beet ahs eee” = 

rst h ° e ° . 7 - i 
oe ar aoe Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution during May as a result. W. W. 
shaping up as a result of a suit ‘ E : he Th Major Outlet | Bullock, chief of Victor’s album : 
filed in N. Y. Federal Court against neompassing the ree et er =o = that dealers cred- | 
the Lane Bryant store in Manhas- . . . . + | ° ade-in program with 

; | boosting traffic in a normally dull 
set, LL by three ASCAP publish. Coin Machines Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music month romain invaved des! 

a ‘ ‘ ers g a trade-in allowance 
stores amen Eo Bosnesen, bet as Published in the Current Issue ae Gil clitine Soenrth te pur- 
discussions, believed they were ex- re — of a new Victor classical 
empt from the licensing provisions, pe 
it was decided to test the case in| NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s | In the New York area, because : 
court arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- |of the prevalence of price-cutting, 

Issue has come to the fore since | merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive | there was little activity in the pro- | 
an increasing number of establish- | with VARIETY. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- motion, Bullock reported. But Bos- 4 
ments are using their music setups | veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail ton, despite price-cutting, did : 
with LP disks played over ampli-| disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). strongly with the plan. Some cus- : 
fier systems. Where wired music | pote Pas Ry em Tarp a : 

ervices d, th t - . 4 4 
mente ave auhdnbaae ened te TALENT braries to get started on the first : 
the central souree which pipes out || posrrioNs lens --¥™ Angeles re | 
the music | . - : 

Publishers bringing the action | Ll nen ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE bev ng at 78 rpm albums i 
against Lane Bryant are Famous, | . « | th y - cago outlet reported | 
New World and Chappell. Plain- | 1 1 PAT BOONE (Dot) ............. weeeeeeeees LOVE Letters in The Sand | 4 a. — brought in 104 
tiffs asked the court to restrain the | Bve. Bye. Lovet | Si or albums at one time. 
store from performing their songs | 2 3 EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) ...... ccossscce mye, BYE, vey deat inte ota — in : 

Le aaa Pring : e country. 
rae per infringwmest, ples court | 3 2 JIMMY DORSEY (Fraternity) ........... So Rare* The promotion was sparked by 
costs and attorney fees. ee {All Shook Upt | $250,000 ad campaign on the 
4 4 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ........ ssseeee*meddy Bear® | local level in addition to national : 
(Teddy Bear | mag a and commercials on 
a * 9 c . netwo: video shows. At this 

Revel’s Chostrophobia 5 6 COASTERS (Atco) ............ veeceueeee. nearchingt 4 | point, Victor has not decided what ; 

Compenti, Sars: Genk tr tab! | Young Bloodt to do with the old trade-ins. They | 
for an album splash via Vivian}? g .. ANDY WILLIAMS (Cadence)............. . I Like Your Kind of Lovet _ |] Sistimatinemnnd Counted at the 

ella Chiese’s indie 1.P. Rec- | | ; 
ords. Diskery has latched on to 20 7 8 GALE STORM (Dot) .......c000% seceeesee Dark Moont 
original Revel pieces for a two- | AT ‘sR * 55 | Ivan Mogull to Europe 
album packaging. i 8 9 RICKY NELSON (Verve) ........ ceeeeveee df» Teenager’s Romance | Publisher Ivan Mogull left for a 

The first album will he tagged {I’m Walkin’} six-week European trek Friday (28) 

“Visions in Color,” a mood music | . | First stop will be in London where 
r * where 
package. Second set will be called 9 § JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) ....... _,,,, fil’s Not for Me to Say he'll launch Ivan Mogull Ltd. 
, Ghostrophobie, * which he spot- | Wonderful, Wonderful} | He also plans to 0.0. the publish- 
light rhythm instrumentals. } ‘ , , | in tential in France, 
. —- _ | 10 7 MARTY ROBBINS (Columbia)........ ..« A White Sport Coat? Italy for his own indie aeean 
POSITIONS TUNES ¢ Drums Afe Beating ¥ 
This Last A R New y Hw! 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER Ee i “ey 
1 1  *LOVE LETTERS IN THESAND ....... scsi cae le, se JORNNY REB 
2 2  — Re Sere o si6mb Gabe 6p Tie @ 60's eb EAL 
3 3 {DARK MOON ......... EE ETT ae TO er and 
4 9 Sg ty Bo: eine oe ee a Pr Ee ) 
MANAGEMENT 5 4 TA WHITE SPORT COAT . 2.002000 ce uis SW as 404 0000000 ee ILL YAN 
BY 6 “a ES seer © PTT re TS TTT ka ; 
7 5 Ey OUT. WOCMRM , Oi cas caccadeeuseseu oO ae ee N k H 
8 7 *A TEENAGER’S ROMANCE ....... ws «sig 5 4 eg 0 Wie lathe 0-0 eeu oan : 
KENNETH LATER q 6 +ALL SHOOK UP ...... « veas evs coeemene 6-00ie enn” a eennn anne GENE AUTRY on 
earning ‘ 10 10 *IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY ee ee eS THE COUNTRY SINGEF 
1650 Broadway, N. Y. ms 
Plaza 7-4940 (*ASCAP. 7BMI) 
ee by AMI on territories in whic; its ductions, $5,000; Forshay Music, . 
distributors may sell the «oin-|$10,000; Music Performance Trust 
e AMI operated machines. Fund, $2,000; Are Music, $2,000; 
: } “It also bars the cancelling of|M. Warren Troob, $1,200 for legal 
t — Continued from page 41 EES | any distributorship franchise be-| S¢Tvices; Cospat Distributing, $1,- 
shortly after the actual civil anti-{cause of the failure, or refusal, of | 193; Birdland Presents Inc., $4,000, 
: ‘trust complaint was filed. la distributor to limit or restrict aoe rr Publishers Holding 
, i | his sales, the territory i hich ” y , 
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BONIFACES’ BLUECHIP BINGE 





Wildwoud's Supermarket Special’ CAFE CASI I 
3,100-Seat Cafe, Acre & Names, Too Shi APY SPIRNI? 





Wildwood, N. J., July 2. + 

The trade is watching with inter- | 
est a new experiment in cafe en- 
tertainment being tried out here. 
The new Beach Club at Diamond 
Beach Lodge, just south of Wild- 
wood Crest, is believed to be one 
of the few cafes ever to seat 3,100 
persons at one time for a plush, 
“supermarket” form of after-dark 
entertainment. Originally planned | 
to seat 2,300, the finished product} 
now comfortably seats 3,100, 
small army of 150 employees are on | 
duty. 

Covering 20,000 square feet of| 
space, or nearly half an acre, the 
c:ub is semi-circular in design with 
six descending tiers divided by 
silver ropes. The floors are covered 
with nearly 2,000 yards of rich, 
deep red plush carpeting. The 
decor is flaming red and jet black. 
The four bottom tiers are devoted 
to tables while the top tiers are 
bars. 

The dance floor is a sharp de- 
parture from the usual night club 
postage stamp type. It can com- 
fortably accommodate 250 couples. | 
It is surfaced in a tri-colored cin-| 
namon brown, red and black. 


The management has invested in | 
theatre-type sound systems with 
unusual attention to acoustics. 
Elaborate stage lighting includes | 
banks of overhead and footlights, | 
special dimming equipment and| 
follew-spotlights. 

The waiters wear scarlet mess | 
jackets with gold braid epaulets, 
and dark trousers. Male patrons 
are required to wear jackets, de-| 
spite the summer resort atmos-' 
phere. 

The entrance is an adaptation of 
classical Greek style architecture. 
The exterior lighting is designed 
to emphasize the broad white hori- 
zontal bands and vertical blue saw- 
tooth effect of the facade of the 
drum-shaped building. An 80-foot 
sign in blue neon is visible for 
seven miles and from the nearby 
Garden State Parkway. The build- 
ing is completely airconditioned 
and dressing rooms are designed to 
be especially spacious and com- 
fortable. 

During a trial run, the spot has 
been attracting large crowds with 
the Charlie Spivak band and 
singers Barbara Bowman and Ked- 
dy Lester. Word-of-mouth and 
the entertainment world grapevine 
have given the club tons of support 
before the doors even opened. The 
full impact is not expected to be 
felt until tomorrow (Wed.) night 
when the complete show with 
Frankie Laine moves into the big 
room. Show will include Corbett 
Monica and Danii & Genii Prior. 


Spike Jones bows in July 14 for 
10 days, followed by Ted Lewis 
and the “Calypso Carnival” start- 
ing July 24, also for 10 days. Mar- 
tha Raye is picking her own sup- 
porting acts for her Aug. 2 open- 
ing, while Lou Monte has been 
added to the Eartha Kitt and Gypsy 
Rose Lee show from Aug. 12-16. 
The McGuire Sisters bill Aug. 17- 
26 will include Ned Walsh, the 
Priors and the Capri sisters. Allan 
& DeWood will appear with Nat 
King Cole in the season closer 
from Aug. 26 to Labor Day. 


The new Skyway Lounge over- 
looking the ocean will feature 
pianist Penny Parker and the Sky- 
liners trio. 


COLE, CHRISTY’S 196 
IN FRISCO ONE-NITER 


San Francisco, July 2. 
“Record Star Parade” topped by 











Nat King Cole, June Christy, Nel-| Ri 


son Riddle orch, among others, 
scored a near sellout of $19,000 in a 
onetimer Sunday evening (30) at 
the Civic Auditorium, here. Top 
was $4 with nearly 6,000 attending. 

Start of the show delayed nearly 


a half-hour because of the last | Mac 


minute rush. Charley’ Stern 
handled the promotion for Carlos 
Gastel, Cole’s manager. 





N.J.’s West End Casino ) 
Playing Acts Weekends 


The West End Casino, West} 
End, N.J., will resume weekend 
talent operations July 5 when) 
Alan Dale and Lou Alexander | 
work the spot for two days. Meg 
Myles and Will Jordan go in July 
12 and Gene Balos and Millie Ver- 
non hit the cafe July 19. 

Spot has been established many 
years and at one time had full- 
scale name shows. 





Tiff With Unions 


Douses Hamid's - 


| 
4 


Flushing Show 


The George A. Hamid Water 


night (Wed.) at Flushing Meadows 
Amphitheatre, Flushing, N.Y., has 
been called off after breakdown of 
negotiations with various unions. 





By JOE COHEN 


The nitery field is passing | 
through a crisis, resulting from an | 
unbridled raising of salaries to! 
levels beyond even those of Las! 
Vegas and Miami Beach spots. | 
Talent agencies as well as opera- | 
tors are voicing the fear that the | 
salaries being hurled around by | 
large-seaters may force a general 
upbeating of stipends and thus fur- | 
ther narrow down the number of 
cafes, raise menu prices and make 
availability of names even scarcer. 

The agencies fear that under 
present tax laws a name can only 
play a specified number of cafe 
dates. With higher salaries, that 
amount will dwindle considerably 
among the higher echelon of 
names. . 

The latest and probably the most 
alarming entry in the high salary 
sweeps is Ben Maksik, operator of 
the Town & Country Club, Brook- 
lyn. He has lined up a schedule 
for next year that includes Jerry 
Lewis, Sept. 9; Ritz Bros., Sept. 


| Circus slated to have opened to-|27; Alan Gale and the Celebrity 


Club Revue, Oct. 14; Victor Borge, 
Nov. 15; Johnnie Ray and Jean | 
Carroll, Dec. 3; Sophie Tucker, | 





? 





Palace Dropping Vaude—Again; 
Eyeing Straight ‘Big Film’ Policy 


> 
? 





‘Jersey Stage Coach Liquor 


Dimout for Strip Displays 
License of the Stage Coach Inn, 
S. Hackensack, N. J., was lifted 
for 15 days by the N. J. Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission, 
Sunday (30). Suspension came as 
a result of a charge of permitting 
a “lewd and immoral” act at the 
spot last February. Sherry Britton 
was on the bill at that time. 
Owners pleaded “no defense.” 


Pierre's Cotillion 
Pondering Policy 








utives of the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., 
to determine whether there will be 
a talent policy in the Cotillion 


| Jan. 24; Harry Belafonte, March| Room. Decision is expected to be 


According to Hamid, conditions 21; Tony Martin, May 9, and Tony | made this week since any delay 


imposed upon him by various crafts 
would have made operation impos- 
sible. One of the major offenders, | 
he said, was the United Scenic | 
Artists, which Hamid declared | 
didn’t want to permit him to use| 
his own sets, demanded royalty on 
what was hung as well as on -cos- 
tumes that were brought in. Stage- 
hands, he declared, increased 
wages over last year and didn’t 
want to permit. seven-night opera- 
tion. Another offender, Hamid said, 
was the American Federation of 
Muscians which demanded 22 men 
for this project instead of 14 or 15 
that it would require. 

Hamid declared that it was tough | 
enough trying to make a go of | 
this because of the uncertain 
weather element and the necessity 
to pay the cast whether worked or 
not, without having to pay the) 
upped union demands. In addition, | 
ATAM didn’t permit his own press- 
agent, but wanted him to hire two 
others. 


(Continued on page 52) 


Champ Divers Booked = 
For Mpls. ‘Aqua Follies’; 
1406 From Det. Angels 


Minneapolis, July 2. 

Al Sheehan's locally produced 
annual “Aqua Follies,” July 17-28, 
a major attraction of the Aquaten- 
nial, summer mardi gras here, will 
have as its headliners Olympic and 
world diving champions Pat Mc- 
Cormick, making her professional 
debut, and Jauquin Capilla, for the 
first time in the show, plus the 
perennial Bruce Harlan. 

Other pool principals will in- 
clude Charlie Diehl, Hobie Bill- 
ingsley and Orwin Harvey, “Fol- 
lies” regulars, and Al Coffee, Bill 
Woolsey, Jimmy Goodhead and 
Johnny Bower. Stage end will 
have singer Jimmy Carroll, musi- 
cal comedy performers Marilyn 
Delaney and Mitchell May, come- 
dian Charlie Dunn and Chinese 
“billbillies” Ming & Ling. There'll 
also be the usual 24 precision 
“Aqua Dears” and same number 
of stage “Aqua Darlings.” 


6 Detroiters Kick In 
Detroit, July 2. 
Half a dozen Detroiters, only | 
one a pro, are backing to the tune | 
of $140,000 “Aqua Follies of 1957,” | 
dated for Aug. 19-31 at Belle Isle, 
playspot in middle of the Detroit 


ver. 

Rental of City of Detroit pool 
on island, costing $5,000, has been 
paid by group composed of Bill 
Dennis, board of commerce; Nat 
Miller, general manager Service 
Corp.; Jack Frost and 
electrical con- 
tractors; Ed Knight, sound repro- 
duction biz, and Al Rice, theatre- 














,Lena’s Horne of Plenty; 





man, 


| Bennett, June 6. Other deals are | May 
| names will have to be dropped on | 


in the works. 


automatically mean that 


It's been Maksik’s problem to get | the basis that most hotels are 


topliners to hit the remote reaches 
of his Brooklyn location and to 
fill the 1,750 seats therein. Under | 
normal salary conditions, Maksik 


Quarter, and thus has had to take | 


the rubber bands off his roll and 
(Continued on page 52) 





Cracks L.A. Grove Mark 


Los Angeles, July 2. 

Highest net profit ever achieved 
in the room has been racked up by 
Lena Horne in the first two weeks 
of her four-and-a-half-week stand 
at the Cocoanut Grove. She has 
been playing to virtual capacity 
audiences nightly. 


In addition to the record number 





grabbing up what headliners be- 
come available. 


Reason for the indecision lies in 


| the fact that earnings in the room | 
|would be unable to overcome the | dropped considerably 
|traditional playing values of Man- | There were a few performers, nota- 
|hattan’s Copacabana and Latin| bly Celeste Holm and Lilo, who 


last 


| made money for the house. Other- 
wise, profits were down. 
Presently, the Cotillion Room is 
operating through the summer with 
only an orchestral policy. Whether 
this will be continued into the fall 
| without name act lures is one of 
the subjects up for discussien. 
The removal of the Pierre from 
| the talent ranks would break an 


important link in the N. Y. hotel | 


room circuit. The Cotillion is re- 
garded as a prestige booking, along 
with the Persian Room of the 
Plaza, Empire Room of the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria and the Maisonette 
of the St. Regis. Because of its 
prestige, the Pierre was able to get 





of covers, Miss Horne has attracted 


a heavy spending audience. As aj} 


result, according to entertainment | 
director Gus Lampe, net profit on | 
the run thus far is 38% ahead of 
the mark set by former record 
holder, Harry Belafonte. 


some of the top names to go in at 
prices less than that which they ob- 
tained in other cafe situations. 
Stanley Melba has booked the 
| house some years, with most of the 
| seasons being regarded as highly 
| successful, 





New England Up inthe Clouds 


Rhode Island Giving Gladhand to Rainmaker, But 
In Mass. Resorts and State Laws Are Dampers 





Boston, July 2. 

Al fresco show biz, which has 
been having a bonanza because of 
an almost month-long drought and 
heatwave in New England, is 
threatened by artificial rainmaking, 
but Massachusetts outdoor amuse- 
ment interests need not worry be- 
cause the state’s complex laws re- 
garding artificial cloud-seeding. 

Rhode Island has already nego- 
tiated for the services of a rain- 
maker, and Prof. Wallace E. How- 
ell of Lexington, Mass., a pro rain- 
maker, has presented his pitch to 
John L. Rego, R. I. director of ag- 
riculture and conservation. Only 
a greenlight from the R. I. attorney 
general, expected hourly, is needed 
to start the cloudseeding. 

However in Mass., where officials 
of the Brockton Fair, Eastern 
States Exposition, and operators of 
lake resort areas, amusement parks, 
strawhatters, summer arts festivals 
and concerts would certainly voice 
objections to rainmaking, the meet- 
ings and hearings necessary to get 
a rainmaking project started would 
take so much time that a decision 
either way would be reached far 


To get an artificial rainmaking 
project started in this state, an in- 
dividual or interested group would 
have to make formal application to 
the Weather Amendment Board, 
made up of the commissioners of 
agriculture, public health and con- 
servation. ‘The board would then 
have to call for a public hearing, 
with representation also by the 
Water Resources Commission and 
the Industrial Division of the State 
Dept. of Commerce. 

At such an open public hearing, 
anyone or any group could appear 
in opposition to the rainmaking 
project. This would take so much 
time that the drought would either 
have done its damage, normal rain 
would have relieved the situation, 
or a decision either way would be 
too late. 

Massachusetts is not too hipped 
on artificial rainmaking anyway, it 
seems. Back in 1952, the Worces- 
ter County Farmers Field Day 
wanted to stage an experimental 
rainmaking project to see what the 
results might be. But the Weather 
Amendment Board .said no, that 
such an experiment was not con- 





too late to benefit anyone. 


sidered justified. 


starting | 


On Acts in B.0.Dip 


Talks are now going on by exec- | 


year. | 


The Palace Theatre is planning 
to drop vaudeville. The last bas- 
| tion of pure vaude on Broadway 
jand probably in the U. S., the 
| house last week posted a two-week 
notice for band, stagehands and 


| acts, to take effect week of July 11. 
Business has been off for some 
time at the house, and although 
it hasn't taken any severe losses 
and may have even come out 
slightly ahead on the vaude deal, 
the Palace may make a bid for 
taller coin by going after big pic- 
tures, and possibly making the 
house available for legit shows. 

Sol Afi Schwartz, RKO Theatres 
president, states that the probabili- 
ties are that the Palace will con- 
tinue with its present policy, but 
notice was put up as a protective 
measure, “It’s not our intention 
to close the theatre,” he said. He 
explained that the procedure of 
putting up a notice was normal so 
that the house would be in posi- 
tion to move in should anything 
come along. 


The danger with this kind of 
procedure, however, lies in the fact 
that musicians and stage crews 
start to disappear, and should the 
theatre continue sometimes the 
backstage and pit quality de- 
teriorates. 

The Palace presently has a com- 
mitment with Jerry Lewis to play 
there around Christmas time. But 
|nothing has been pacted for that 
|deal. It’s believed that the house 
will go in for two-a-dayers as the 
names become available. 

Nothing definite is set for the 
Palace. The house may continue 
from week-to-week even beyond 
the present established deadline. 
In that event, the notice will re- 
main posted so that the talent can 
be dropped at a given moment. 
Delay in getting a picture that can 
launch a straight film policy, or 
availability of talent that might 
mean an added measure of income 
for the Palace, may cause a tem- 
|porary continuation of four-a-day. 

The Palace has been handi- 
capped by the fact that it’s been 
/on a comparatively low budget 
| which rarely went over $4.000 for 
leight acts. It was impossible to 
| get names at these prices, except 
some oldtimers who drew the so- 
cial security set. Booker Dan 
Friendly is regarded in the trade 
as having been instrumental in 
getting acts that would ordinarily 
cost more than the allotted budget. 
The Palace had been regarded as 
a showcase from which acts were 
| booked on vaudeo shows and went 
to other N. Y. situations such as 
| Radio City Music Hall and the 
| Roxy. The theatre was also an 
|aid in showcasing talent for local 
| bonifaces and bookers 
| The Palace during its vaude 
tenure was also instrumental, dur- 
ing its two-a-day showings, in 
launching the return of Judy Gar- 
jland to American audiences. It 
| also preemed Jerry Lewis, and 
|provided Danny Kaye with a 
rostrum for a long run. 

House’ opened during its latter- 
day revival on May 19, 1949. Its 
| latest vaude run will be a month 
|or so over eight years, 

; 


KY’S BEVHILLS PACTS 
"NAMES TO YEAR’S END 


| The Beverly Hills Country Club, 

Newport, Ky., has lined up enough 
shows to last the balance of the 
|year. Inn is now starting to book 
linto 1958. In some instances, sec- 
|ondary acts are still to be set. How- 
ever, the headliners have been 
pacted solidly. 

Following the July 5 session with 
Jane Froman and Georgie Kaye, 
|Rusty Draper is set for July 19; 
Andrews Sisters, Aug. 2; Steve 
Lawrence and Gene Baylos, Aug. 
16; Johnny Puleo, Aug. 30; Novel- 
ites and Carmel Quinn, Sept. 13; 
| Don Cornell, Sept. 27; Gloria De 
| Haven and Al Bernie, Oct. 11; Ted 
Lewis, Oct. 25; Ben Blue, Nov. 8; 
|Ganty and Eydie Gorme, Nov. 22; 
| Nelson Eddy, Dec. 6; and Olson & 
Johnson, Dec. 20. 
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Salisbury Beach's ‘Great Conversion’ 
In Dry °57; Liquor-to-Lobster, Ete. 


Salisbury Beach, Mass., July 2. 
booze” policy here 
switched some nitery spots from | 


oon 
‘0 


_popcorn kick. McKenzie’s package 
has |Store is now a meat market. Sev- 
{eral spots are shuttered for the 
|time being, and the beach front 


cafe society to teenage jukebox | has for the first time empty stores 


softdrink recreation centers, made | 
arcades and skill game resorts out 
of others and converted former | 
bars into souvenir, 
and religious articles salesrooms. 


plan for next year. 
citizens 
knick-knack | Legislature for authority to set up 
a seven-man commission to handle 


are concentrating on the 
A group of 
the State 


Ops 


will petition 


What happens to a lush beach | the liquor biz if it is revived. The 


spot with 44 liquor places when 


curfew strikes is aptly illustrated | 
by the signs now up on former hot 
spots, “Gift Shop,” “Live Lob- 
sters,” “Fish ’n’ 


Food.” 
Salisbury’s dry vote in the last | 


election forced the nitery ops to | 
switch to new businesses or pull out. 
They've decided to fight it out this | 
season, hoping for a revival of | 
liquor next year, and have set up | 
a plan for a seven-man liquor com- | 


mission for which they'll ask legis- 
lative authority. 

Meantime, Dennis Mulcahy’s | 
once brightly lit seven nights a/| 
week 1,200-seater with some of the | 
biggest names in show biz is now a 


weekend only cafe-type danc- | 
ers Here with the McGuire Sis- | 
ters, Frankie Laine, Patti Page, | 
Johnnie Ray, Sammy Davis Jr., 


Tony Bennett, Teresa Brewer, and 





other such names would ordinarily 
be skedded, Georgie Kaye and a 
14-piece dance orch plays while the 
customers sip on softdrinks. Last 
season, the MeGuires broke the 
Frolics attendance record with 16,- 
000 paid admissions for a week's 
stint rhis year things are much 
different and the club's Sidewalk 
Cafe is now a Skee-ball. 

Jenny's nitery, once a showcase 
for top burlesque artists, is now an | 
amusement arcade, Eddie Mo- | 
gab’s intimer is in the fish, chips | 
and lobster biz. Another former | 


The towns- 


| state election next November. 





GRANADA FESTIVAL'S 
ROSTER OF VIRTUOS! 


Granada, July 2. 
In a setting of Moorish splendor, 
Granada’s International Dance and 
Music Festival bowed in here 
for its sixth successive year 


}eommission would award licences | 
land reports are that not 30% of 
the number operating last season 
would be permitted. 
Chips,” “Chinese people can vote on liquor in the 


In Face of 1,500 Not in 
Union, AFM Undisposed 
To Take a 50% Cut 


Minneapolis, July 2. 

Musicians’ union here has under 
advisement a request from the 
board of the Aquatennial, annual | 
summer mardi gras, that the cele- 
bration be permitted to reduce | 
the number of wnion musicians | 
employed to play at the stadium 
(before each of the two parades) 
from 40 to 20. The cost to the 
Aquatennial would be reduced 
from $800 to $40¥. 


Initial reaction of union offi- 
cials was that the number of 
musicians should be increased 


| rather than cut. They pointed out 


|that the union is contributing to 


| the 


celebration by permitting | 
1,500 non-union musicians to par- | 


| ticipate. in the parades and some | 


Longhair music and baliet acts take | 


place within or adjacent to color- 
ful world wonder Alhambra and 
festival has become a_ serious 
turismo rival to Venice, Aix-En- 
Provence, Lucerne, Bordeaux, Flor- 
ence and other roofless highbrow 
meeting. grounds. 

Featured soloists this year are 
Jose Iturbi, Wilhelm Kempff, Vic- 
teria de Los Angeles, Alfredo Cam- 
poli (violin) and Gaspar Cassado 
(cello). Opening all-Beethoven con- 
cert onstaged Kempff as piano solo- 
ist with the Spanish National Or- 
chestra under the baton of Ataulfo 
Argenta. Festival will give first 
world reading of top Spanish com- 
poser Cristobal Halfter’s “Two 
Movements for Kettle-Drums and 
String Orchestra.” 

The dance section opens June 28 


night spot is a jukebox recreation | with the Grand Ballet de l’Opera 
center for teeners. Joe O’Shea’s | de Paris in the Generalife Gardens. 
Oasis now a Chinese beanery. | Group toeing the line includes 

Charlie Gamanick, last year a | Liane Dayde, Marjorie Talichief, 
night club op, now runs a Kiddy-| Claude Bessy, Renault, Van Dijk 
land where moppets ride with a | and Skibine. 
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London Hippodrome 
For Four Weeks 


Just Closed 
London Palladium 


TV 
“Sunday Night at 
the 


London Palladium” 
On June 15 


P.S.: Having a wonderful 
time in London, 
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other events. Out of 1,800 Min- | 
neapolis Muscians’ union mem- | 
bers, only 10% are employed at | 
their trade, the officials also said. | 
As a compromise, an Aquaten- 
nial board member suggested that | 
the number of musicians be left 
at 40 and the wnion make a $200 
contribution to the celebration. 











Hamid vs. Unions 


Continued from page 51 











It’s now regarded as too late to} 
get the Flushing Meadows project 
started on anything else, and for 
the first time in 15 years, there | 
will be an entertainment blackout | 
there. Site had been operated by | 
Elliot Murphy who relinquished the | 
spot this year. Billy Rose was the} 
original operater having been the | 
first tenant of the amphitheatre | 
when his “Aquacade” was part of | 
the N.Y. World Fair in 1939-40. 


jto be as high as $40,000, which | 











Bonifaces’ Bluechip Binge 
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offer flattering terms to headliners _ perimental bookings to a greater 

potent enough to draw kingsized | degree in the past. By creating 

|their own stars, the bonifaces of 

ne ueik Ve, The C | the smaller capacity spots hope to 
aksik Vs. The Copa keep their prices in line. 

Maksik has upped salaries of | . Fate } 
several performers who played |, Of course, the nitery owners wha 
ny m2 oF ag ee retaining them. How ever, they feel 
wan fren been yatta by the T&C. | that it is healthier for the industry 

. ee :  |to create than to outbid. Another 
Sa a anced 5 00 tan, |factor is the ability of the estab- 
five-year ined Actually, deal _ | lished smaller-capacity spots to 
f ate 1) t's fust ahent half or |undersell their product. The Copa, 
12 500. Sohn as Ray was taken | example, during the tenure of 
$12, e th "eaenad Woldoct-A ee | Frank Sinatra retained its $5 mini- 
out of the Hote saath |mum, respite the fact that no one 


for an increase, and Jerry Lewis, lwould have balked st a bottom 
originally scheduled for the Copa, | price double that which was 
was snatched away by an offer said \charged. Both that spot and the 
ld includ , oa din | Latin Quarter have considerably 
wou nclude the surrounding | jower menu tarrifs than that which 
show. | prevails at the T & C. However, 
On the other hand, some agen-|the latter spot must maintain a 
cies are advising clients to hit the | price structure which can support 
om we for pene of _— | the higher salaries Maksik is forced 
tige, and ease of working condi-/|to shell out. 
tions. For example, Milton Berle| ‘he critical riod in all the 
is believed likely to sign with the | cafes will come aren season. The 
Copacabana for a December stand | tajent ij a movin 
for three weeks. Berle last played | coastline’ ahem Riaibame many a 
the T&C for $22,500 with show in- jery owners, especially those in a 
— a oN ,, | highly competitive situation such 
uriously enough, the aksik | as Wildwood, N.J., are offering 
excursion into stratosphere  sal- | fabulous prices. : 


aries comes at a time when Las Although a lot of the blame for 
Vegas hotels are saying “I pass” at | the higher price graph, is now be- 
some of the high fees being asked | ing shifted to bonifaces, the per- 
by agencies and acts. It’s more | centers do admit that they-ve given 
difficult to get a sizeable raise in | the situation a nudge in the past, 
Las Vegas than at any time in the | put generally are fearful of taking 
history of the greenfelt country. | credit for the latest inflationary 
The Florida Situation |trend since many privately admit 
Florida prices might have been | it’s most likely to turn out badly 
Stabilized this year, but they are |for the industry. 
a oy degrees because of | 
activity by the Americana Hotel |, . ’ 
which is trying to line up its winter | Holiday on Ice Runs 


schedule and outbidding its neigh- 3 Weeks in Mex City 
bors for acts that have been faves Mexico City, June 25 


a Ge resort. | “Holiday on Ice” did its usual 


Cafe operators are making no poffo biz here, with its twoweek 
secret of their fears of the effecis | booking at the Arena Mexico, start- 





Show that been booked by Hamid ; of the Town & Country's move in- 
included the Mariners, Russ Mor-| to fhe economic stratosphere. They 
gan orch, Wil! Mahoney, Robert | point out that the T & C may be 
Lamouret, Gae Foster line (24) and | skating on thin ice with its high 
assorted divers and clowns. Hamid | show and operation costs, from the 
declared that he notified Park Com-| view that several rainy weekends 
missioner Robert A. Moses on Fri-| could wipe Maksik out. The gam- 
day (28) that he would not be able | bling is for high stakes; he could 
te operate, citing lack of coopera-|come out with a bundle if every 
tion by the various unions. | condition works out in his favor. 
Loeal 802’s View “| However, their fear lies in the 
Typical of union response to | fact that sooner or later the estab- 
Hamid’s accusation of hampering |lished names must hanker to go 
the project wus the reply by Al|over where the higher chips are 
Manuti, president of Local 802 of | available, prestige or no, even if 


{the American Federation of Musi- | barnlike proportions hamper their 


jing last month extended an addi- 
tional week. Show of 125, headed 
by Arnold Skoda and Kay Stra- 
vensa, which Hal .Stevens man- 
aged, was given a big new bally. 

Show, which was impressarioed 
in Latin America by Joaquin Gu- 
erra, local promoter, ended its 
year’s tour here. Company went 
back to U.S. and will open the 
1957-58 in Minot, N.D. 


KEN BARRY 














|gle appearance here during the 


cians. efficacy. 


He said: “Hamid would operate 
with a piano player if we let him. | 
We had 25 men on that job last 
year. We have 36 men at Jones | 
Beach and 27 men in Central Park. 
We gave Hamid a break to see how | 
it goes the firvt year. 

“Why does every producer think 
he’s going to lose his shirt He 
comes to us asking for conces- 
sions immediately, If he tried and 
lost, then he eould ask for conces- 
sions, but firs: we want to see how 
it goes.” 

Rudy | 
Scenic Artists said that Hamid is | 
trying to avoid union conditions. | 
He claimed that Hamid wanted to | 
come in with non-union scenery 
which was built for the road. The 
union demanded that he hire de- 
signers, as Murphy did. However, 
Karnolt said that he and Hamid 
made some compromise agreement, 
which he understood was satisfac- 
tory. He declined to give terms of 
the compromise “because the mem- 
bership would knock my brains in.” 
He also said that Hamid has never 
been in the theatre and he’s trying 
to bring “carnival” conditions into 
New York. He added that Hamid 
must have known he couldn’t open, 
for reasons best known to himself. 





Karroit of the United | 





THE ‘IF’ ENDS THE DEAL 


Max Winters Passes Up Elvis 
Presley Booking 








Minneapolis, July 2. 
Loc! premoter Max Winters 
agreed t; Bivis Presley’s demand 
for a $25,C9@ guarantee for a sin- 


Aquatennia:, local annual summer 
mardi gras, this month. 

But when Presley also stipulated 
that the engagement would be con- | 
tingent upen Winters lining up 
another such booking in the area, | 
the latter found himself unable to | 
meet the requirement and bowed | 
out. 





|and the Sportsmen, on the present | 


Star-Making Idea 

One consequence, they say, will | 
be the necessity of having to build | 
their own headliners. Jules Podell, | 
Copacabana operator, has already 
started on this step. His recent 
bookings reflect that trend. The 
bill with Buddy Hackett and Ella | 
Fitzgerald, which ended last week 
(26), resulted in two headline book- 
ings. Hackett will head the show 
In October and again in May, 
while Miss Fitzgerald will go in 
June 5. Myron Cohen and Roberta 
Sherwood, who were paired, are 
now deemed sufficiently strong to 
head their own spots. Sue Carson | 





July 8, 
HOLIDAY HOUSE, Pitt., Pa. 
July 15, GLEN PARK CASINO, Buffalo 


Mgt.: STUART & WILL WEBER, 
New York 











' “THE COMEDIAN” 


. The Only Real Monthly 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 


: ° 7 : || THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
ys Sagan wind up as headliners THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 

a N i 4th . containing 

In addition, Podell has snaggled | soriea, A af —_., " song 


Eartha Kitt off the hotel circuit | 


titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono- 
for a fling at the Copa, March 6; | = 


fogs, parodies, double gags, 


; ; k ideas, intros, impressions and im- 
Martha Raye is tentatively set, Nat peroonestone, Political, interruptions, 
King Cole and Jimmy Durante are Views of the shows. ‘oe Start with 
committed to the Copa. In addi- current issue, $15 yeorty — 2 years 
tion, the ever-faithful Joe E. Lewis |} $28,— 3 years $40 — Single Copies: 


} 

plays the spot for a six-week stand. | ve ee 
Lou Walters of the Latin Quar- | 200 BILLY GLASON 

ted has been getting novelties from | W. 54 St. New York 19 





Europe, and has been getting head- 
liners when available at prices he 
ean afford to pay. Walters isn’t 
going in for competitive bidding | 
at this stage of the game. 

The building of headliners, boni- 1¢ each. 
faces says, has long been delayed. |} SU Moss Srst. 
A situation of this kind creates PHOTO SERVICE 
a crisis which might have been | Poa oo ere 
averted had they gone in for ex- | 


The DEEP RIVER BOYS <y 


Starring HARRY DOUGLAS 
9th International Tour 
Currently 


Tivoli, STOCKHOLM 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.: ED KIRKEBY 
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Chicagoland Fair Spreads Exhibits 
And Acts for Under-a-Buck Fortnight 


By DAVE LEVADI + 


Chicago, July 2. 
As trade centre and manufac- 
turing mecca for the midwest, 





Secombe Eyes U.S. Trip 


Glasgow, July 2. 
Harry Secombe, English come- 


Chicago has been able to capitalize 
on its industries and lakefront scen- 
ery for years with trade and com- | 
merce fairs. These have shaped as 
this city’s chief attraction for sum- 
mer tourists. 

The current Chicagoland Fair 
runs only from June 29 through 
July 15 and makes little compari- 
son with the scope of past summer- 
long industrial fairs sponsored by 
representatives of the automobile 
and railroad industries along vast 
expanses of the Outer Drive area. 
But even a turnout here of several 
hundred thousand -is expected to 
prove profitable to exhibitors and 
promoters, according to the spon- 
soring Chicago Assn. of Commerce 
& Industry. 

Visitors pay their 90c. at the gate 
and pass through either of two half- 
mile aisles lined with the exhibits 
of over 250 local. and national in- 
dustrial operations, vending outfits, 
transportation services, publishing 
establishments and other commer- 
cial enterprises, many of which 
are set up to pay their own way 
through the retailing of merchan- 
dise. Not overly impressive are the 
much heralded displays of the 
town’s educational and cultural 
facilities, giving wal) space and 
nominal recognition to one or two 
schools and listing the museums, 
theatres, etc. At the far end of the 
Pier the foot-weary can take their 
choice of the elaborate eating es- 
tablishment set up under the aus- 
pices of the Palmer House Hotel 
or seat themselves at either of 
several entertainment centres. 

90-Cent Umbrella 

All shows at the fair are covered 
by the 90c. admission. Included 
are concerts by Jack Russell's 35- 
piece band under Leo Henning, the 
Ed & Wilma Ice Show with a com- 
petent cast of 11 doing four 40- 
minute shows a day, and Tommy 
Bartlett’s Water Ski Thrill Show 
including skiers, boatmen and an 
assortment of airborne acrobatics 
assembled from Bartlett’s Wiscon- 
sin Dells home base and from 
Florida. Bartlett also runs his 
troupe of 18 on a strenuous four-a- 
day schedule. 

The only other regularly sehed- 
uled act is More’s’ Puppets, 
squeezed into empty spaces on the 
program and providing bally mater- 
ial to encourage smallfry attend- 
ance. Fireworks compete with the 
evening acts at the lakefront and 
special events and guest appear- 
ances fill in the rest of the bill. 

In an affair of this sort, an over- 
lapping of events is necessary to 
avoid too heavy a concentration of 
traffic at any one point and to cap- 
ture the excitement of the crowd. 
The whole setup here is well-de- 
signed to allow viewers clear sight 
of the shows despite the continous 
throngs of strollers. For  per- 
formers, things are not as easy as 
in a hotel dining foom or nitery 
where one doesn’t have to compete 
with diversions in the crowd or 
shows nearby. For this reason, more 
space should save been spared 
from the exhibits for more com- 
modious performing areas. 

Hardly a newspaper, tv station 
or radio outlet here has failed to 
give at least some mention to the 
fair. 

A preview show, June 28, brought 
a full pier despite early afternoon 
rains. Resultant word-of-mouth 
gives indications of a busy two 
weeks. > 


Blackpool Park Boss 
Seeks Ideas in U.S. 


Blackpool, Eng., July 2. 

Leonard Thompson, chairman of 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach, is cur- 
rently touring the U. S. looking for 
new ideas. He will visit N. ‘Y., 
Chicago, Philadelphia, New Or- 
leans and California: He also will 
call in on Disneyland in Holly- 
wood. 

According to C. E. Burrell, Pleas- 
ure Beach secretary, the Americans 
have always been. ahead in the 
amusement park field. 

“Most of our equipment came 
from America in pre-war days,” he 
said. “The dollar situation being 





what it is, the only thing you can 
do now is to get ideas and see if 
you can get similar equipment in 
more accessible places, such as 
England or Europe.” 


dian scoring at Empire Theatre 
here in revue “Rockin’ The Town,” 
under Bernard Delfont banner, is | 


November. 


“Puss in Boots” pantomime at 
Coventry Theatre in December. He 
will play another summer season 
at the London Palladium in late 
|spring of 1958. His radio series 
|“The Goon Show” tees off again 
|in September. 


Curfew in Wildwood 
Extended; Spots Busy 
With Talent Bookings 


Wildwood, N. J., July 2. 











|rock almost all the way round the 
| clock this summer. An extra half- 
|hour of live musie time has been 
jtacked on each night's perform- 
;ance. Floorshows and music can 
;now extend until 2.30 a.m. nightly. 
|On the eve of a holiday, such as 
July Fourth and Labor Day, the 
music can continue until 3:30 a.m. 


|year of promoting -wrestling in 
| Wildwood Convention Hall! pier 
with _ ballet-dancer-turned-wrestler 
Ricki Starr featured. 





eys are summering in Wildwood. 
)Dick Clark of WFIL-TV “Band- 
|Stand” is in for nightly appear- 
| ances at Hunt's Starlight ballroom 
|on the boardwalk, along with disk 
jtalent. Joe Grady and Ed Hurst 
| of WPFH are appearing with rec- 
ord hops and talent at the Wild- 
wood roller rink. 

Mrs. Louisa Booth, plans to step 
far afield from her previous shows 
in the big Chateau Monterey. She 
will present original musical pro- 
ductions. A cast of 14 are appear- 
ing in a show produced by Victor 
Manfred, with book and lyrics by 
Roy Freeman and original music 
by Stan Applebaum. Show con- 
ductor is Philip Raskind. 

Oscar Garrigues is still attempt- 
ing to fill four open weeks at his 
Manor Hotel Supper Club. These 
are July 5, 19, 26, and Aug. 3 
Joni James is current with Tony 
Martin coming in July 12 for a 
week. Jerry Lewis will be in for 
two weeks starting Aug. 9 and Li- 
berace starts Aug. 23. 

Sea Isle Casino is dickering 
Vaughn Monroe and still has open 
weeks for top talent. Billy Ford & 
His Thunderbirds and Walt Bruno’s 
quintet are house combos at Ben 
and Jack Martin’s Mardi Gras club 
with rock ’n’ roll headliners slated 
to augment the show. Hotel Black- 
stone Emerald Show Bar is going 
for the big beat with the Nite- 
Trons, featuring Jet Lorring and 
Al Nit and the Dyna-matics. Three 
Guys & a Doll with Hank Ventura 
have been tapped~ for the hot 
weather showcasing at Bill Mc- 
Hale’s Mocambo. 

Louis Dacri’s orch has opened 
the ballroom of the Wildwood 
Crest pier and will appear there 
nightly until mid-September. Ever- 
ett Murray is in his 17th year as 
m.c. at the oceanfront centre. 

and ve Moore have 
opened their new Inlet club in the 
Anglesea section, switching from 
rock ’n’ roll to Chinese talent, 
featuring Indie Kino with the Two 
Gents. The old Inlet club, an 
island landmark since 1912, was 
destroyed by fire in midwinter. The 
spot achieved a measure of fame 
when a Morristown, N. J., talent 
— Pa - Bonnie Baker, of 
, Johnny” fame, singing there 

as EA wea fill-in act. 
ey ughnessy will appear 
from July 8 to 21 at Eddie Suez’s 
Club Avalon: Shaughnessy got his 
first film break when a scout saw 
him perform on the Club Avalon 
Stage. Haller & Haydon are the 
current comics at the Avalon. Com- 
ing in to fill the comic slot after 
Shaughnessy will be Ronnie Ster- 
ling and Billy Kelly. Singer 
Charlie Gracie opens for two 
on July 22, followed by 
singer Dick Lee for four weeks 


| 





ly headlining until July 21. 


Leer Basia Sirdat As 
Montmartre-in-N.Y. For 
The Bohemian Jazz Baffs 


| The kinship between New York's 
Greenwich Village and Paris’ Mont- 


} 


martre is the reason for the mush- 
rooming jazz club operation below 
14th St. That's the opinion of 
Ralph Watkins, who preemed his 


N.Y.'s Central Park 


in Quick Booking 


Of ‘Cotton Club Revue, Florida Click 





Baker Sisters Split 
Revere Beach, Mass., July 2. 
The Baker Sisters, McCoy sister 


* The “Cotton Club Revue”. which 


started at the Cotton Club (ex- 
Beachcomber), Miami Beach, has 
been signed for the Theatre Under 


act of singing comediennes cur-|the Stars in Central Park, N. Y. 


rent at the Revere Frolic through 





Lower Basin Street (in association Saturday (6), are breaking up with 
with Bill Faden) just below Sheri-| Thelma retiring while Bobbi will | 


Show goes in July 8 for one week 
and options, after its four-day run 


mulling a look-see trip to U. S. in| 


Zany-style comedian is set for | 


With the blessing of the city | 
solons, Wildwood night clubs will | 


Ture Dunean begins his 27th. 


Philadelphia’s leading disk jock- | 


dan Square last Wednesday (26). 
“The eastside spenders,” he ex- 


tronize a westside operation. 
(Watkins had been running Basin 
Street on West 5ist St. for the past 
|several years until the building 
| was razed.) “It's important for the 
| artists, too,” he added, “because 
they like to know that they're 
playing in spots where the audi- 
| ence is receptive. And the Village 
| supplies that kind of audience. 

| As far as the analogy to Paris’ 
| Montmartre, Watkins believes that 
|the Village’s nightlife diversity, 
which includes stripperies, intel- 
lectual hangouts and foreign-styled 
restaurants, makes it a perfect spot 
|for an on-the-town spree which 
can’t heip but pull! traffic into the 
jazz clubs. 


| Despite his bullish attitude on 


| jazz in the Village, current Lower 

Basin Street operation is a test 

case. Room reverts back to an off- 
| Broadway theatre group Sept. 14. If 
summer biz indicates that his think- 
| ing on jazz and the Village is cor- 
| rect, Watkins already has a loca- 
tion in mind for a place to set up 
a permanent shop. 

He admits that he'll get a better 
| indication of Lower Basin Street's 
| potential after the run of his strong 
| kickoff headliner, Dave Brubeck. 

Already set for gigs during the 
summer are Phineas Newborn and 
| George Shearing. 


Opening show, which pulled a 
| turnaway crowd, spotlighted Bru- 
beck’s quartet (piano, bass, drums, 
sax) which alternated with pianist 
Jutta Hipp. Miss Hipp, who has 
jan imaginative keyboard touch, 
| soloed the first few sets but was 
| virtually lost in the big room. Man- 
agement planned to bring in a bass 
|}and drums assist to give her turn 
}more depth. For the opening 
{night hipsters, Brubeck did no 
|wrong. He had ’em virtually eat- 
ing out of every riff. 

Tab for the room is $1.50 for ad- 
mission (bullpen supplied) and a 


* | $2.59 minimum at the tables. 


Gros. 


| break in a new partner and con- 
}tinue with the act. Thelma, wife 
owner of 


{of Gene Gendrome, 


|closer to become a housewife. 
Bobbi will break in new partner, 
Fran Burr, on a six-week USO tour 
to Korea. Act will continue to be 
billed as the Baker Sisters. 


Patti Page Cancels 
Mich. and Ind. Fairs; 





at the Carter Barron Amphithea- 
tre, Washington. 
There had been a possibility of 


plained, “would rather come down Lucky Pierre’s restaurant in New| “Cotton Club Revue” going into 
to a club in the Village than pa-| York, leaves the act at Saturday | tne palace or Loew's State, with 


latter deal more likely. Hewever, 
| it’s felt that following its showcas- 
jing under legit auspices, it could 
| still be utilized in a vaude house. 
| The all-Negro show comes into 
|New York at a time when the 
| Michael Grace operation in the 
| Central Park was conceded to be 
lin great difficulty because of the 
| bruial reception accorded its pres- 


“ “ lent occupant, “Rosalie.” Grace was 
Det. Sets Big Bills faced with the prospect of getting 


Detroit, July 2. 

| Patti Page, who earlier had 
agreed to sing at both the Michi- 
|gan and the Indiana State Fairs, 
jhas decided to cancel these ap- 
| Pearances. 

The Michigan State Fair 
has set the following performers 
|for the 6,500-seat Coliseum: Head- 


liners for the first four-day week- | 
lend, Aug. 20-Sept. 2, Johnnie Ray, | 


| Eydie Gorme and Bill Haley & His 
| Comets; for the Sept. 6-8 session, 
|Guy Mitchell, Georgia Gibbs, the 


| Fontane Sisters and the Harmoni- | 


| cats. 

The following acts will perform 
| both weekends: Rhythm Kings, the 
| Tyrones, Billy Ward & His Domi- 
noes, the Hilltoppers and Sammy 
Shore. Roy Tracy will be emcee. 

The grandstand show will pre- 
»sent “Movieland Animal Stars” 
featuring Rin Tin Tin and Lt. Rip 
Masters (James Brown) and Rusty 


Leo Carrillo for Sept. 3-5 only. 


Torme’s 2d Brit. Tour 


London, July 2. 
Mel Torme opens his second 
British vaude tour July 22. He'll 
take in Bristol, Edinburgh, Man- 
chester, Birmingham, Newcastle, 
Glasgow and London. The tour will 
last approximately nine weeks. 
Torme is also expected to ap- 
| pear in two commercial tv shows, 
Associated-Tele Vision's “Sunday 
| Night At Blackpool” and “Satur- 
day Spectacular.” 











By HAROLD MYERS 


London, July 2. 

To a Londoner whose conception 
of gambling had been conditioned 
by the sedate atmosphere of the 
Monte Carlo Casino, and whose 
night-life diet had been largely re- 
stricted to single act presentations, 
his recent first time look at Las 
Vegas induced a reaction almost 
as startling as psychiatric shock 
treatment. 

The Nevada desert stopover was 
made at the tailend of a transcon- 
tinental trip across the United 
States and was, to this showbiz re- 
porter, easily the show business 
highlight of a tour overloaded with 
highlights. It was, to paraphrase 
the title of a Broadway comedy, 
like a visit to a small, but fabu- 
lously prosperous and exciting 
planet. 

The Las Vegas Strip, easily the 
most synthetic development of the 
century, has also developed into 
the greatest talent showcase in the 
English speaking world. The 
names seen in lights on any one 
day would be more than enough 
to keep the London Palladium at 
capacity level the year round. And 
from a presentation point of view, 
the shows had a greater glitter and 
more lavish production qualities 
than many West End theatres; par- 
ticularly so in the new and lush 
Tropicana, where the apron stage 
half-circled the auditorium to give 
a highly decorative quality. 

This byliner, who never became 
| accustomed to the high cost of eat- 





‘low charges prevailing through the 


‘Variety London Office Manager's 
Innocent-Eye View of Vegas: ss: s:iiio's,entne'S 


desert resort, though not for phi- 
lanthropie reasons he realizes. Ac- 
commodation in the lush hotels 
was substantially below the rates 
in either New York or Hollywood; 
and the inclusive prices for a meal 
and toprate show compared favor- 
ably with the modest London 
charges. 


Where else, for example, would 
it be necessary to have an entire 
supporting ‘ompany to appear 
with Lena Horne? In London last 
year she heaalined at the Savor 
as a solo attraction for a morth, 
and there was turn-away biz every 
night. At the Sands, however, she 
was a héadliner with big name tal- 
ent in support and an extravagant 
production as an overall showcase. 

Along the Strip there was Joe E. 
Lewis at the top of the bill, but, 
once more, an expensive lineup 
to provide the extra attraction, in- 
cluding the internationally pub- 
licized stripper, Lili St. Cyr. Top 
calibre talent have, indeed, be- 
come commonplace among the 
Vegas resort hotels, to a degree 
that would overwhelm audiences 
in any other part of the worid. 

But in Vegas anything below 
fabulous would be doomed to fail- 
ure. That's the overworked adjec- 
tive that has to be applied to every 
facet of the Strip and is more true 
there than anywhere else in the 
U. S. That's particularly true of 
the modus vivendi of even the 
/most lush hotel; everything is de- 
signed to force the visitor from the 
jhotel bedroom straight into the 





starting Aug. 4, Alis Lesley, the |ing in the States, was particularly | gaming room. There, the inevitable 
“female Elvis Presley,” is current- |impressed with the comparatively | odds of the laws of chance adjust 


the bargains elsewhere. 


now | 


(Lee Aaker) for eiglit days, plus | 


l|a veadymade stock company or 
| closing. However, in the legit 
i field, large traveling companies 
|are few. Consequently, when. the 
| Cotton Club, which will have about 
50 performers gnstage, turned up, 
| deal was made quickly. . 

In “Cotton Club Revue” will be 
| Cav Calloway, Lonnie Sattin, Nor- 
ma Miller Dancers, George Kirby 
and others. General Amusement 
| Corp. agented the deal with Jack 
| Bertell acting as special rep for 
the show. 

The show was the surprise cafe 
click of Miami Beach ast season 
and racked up tremendous grosses. 
| It followed with a run at the Royal 
Nevada, Las Vegas, where bus'ness 
was mixed, 


‘MAJOR PITT CAFES GO 
WEEKEND FOR SUMMER 


Pittsburgh, July 2. 
| Warm weather is sending two of 
| the town's top niteries into week- 
j}end operation over the summer, 
Pair are the Twin Coaches, dis- 
| trict’s biggest cafe with seating 
| capacity of 1,200, and the Copa, in 
| heart of Golden Triangle. Latter 


will undergo an extensive remodel- 
ing job during the shutdown. 

Only deviation from the July- 
| August policy at Coaches wiil come 
| in August when Andrews Sisters 
| play a nine-day stand. Copa has 
| inked a lineup of names for its 
| weekends, including Denise Dar- 
' cel, Count Basie, Tommy Leonetti 
and Crew Cuts. Woody Herman 
& The Herd have been set for a 
' single-nighter July 10. 

With Copa shuttering week- 








Outdoor Jazz Circuit 

As Campus Pinchhitter 

Hollywood, July 2. 

| New “outdoor jazz concert” cir- 
| cuit has been put together by vet 
| promoter Van Tomkins for the 
‘summer season when he is unable 
| to book his campus dates. Wheel 
| starts with ivur cities, which may 
be expanded within the next few 
weeks. 

First of the concerts will be 
staged tomorrow (Wed.) night at 
the San Bernardino City Park, to 
be followed by dates at Laguna, 
| Bakersfield College and Santa Bar- 
| bara. Initial package consists of 
| Anita O'Day, Bud Shank group and 
| the Pete Jolly Trio. Tomkins books 
| the acts on a full-week basis, rents 
| the outdoor locations on.his own 
| and promotes the bashes in asso- 
ciation with local deejays. 


' 
‘Calypso Joe (Matons) 
Eyeing Waikiki Site 

Honolulu, July 2. 

Calypso Joe's, offbeat nitery in 
downtown Honolulu, has _ been 
| shuttered and Bill Matons, better 
| known as Calypso Joe, is looking 
| a location closer to Waikiki. 

Meanwhile, Lord Sylvester, hailed 
in advertisements as “Honolulu’s 
| first authentic calypso singer,” has 
|opened at the Waikiki Rathskeller. 
'Room’s management hopes he'll be 
able to attract the profitable re- 
peat biz chalked up by folksinger 
Stan Wilson for several months in 
the same basement room, 
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Huge 


Load of Nitery Talent on Tap 


As Atlantic City Tees Off ‘In Full 


By JOE WALKER 
Atlantic City, July 2. 


* The 10-week summer season gets 
off here this week when most 
night clubs and _ airconditioned 
grilles in the boardwalk hotels 
open with seasonal talent to com- 
pete for the mighty dollar. 


Again some of the top names in 
show biz are booked for some part 
of the 10 weeks to culminate with 
the No. 1 resort event, the Miss 
America Pageant, which starts the 
Tuesday after Labor day. 

Steel Pier, George Hamid’s huge 
boardwalk spot, brings in Tony 
Bennett, Frankie Laine, the Mills 
Bros., Frank Parker, etc., plus big 
name bands for dancing on the 
pier’s end 

Hamid’s Jaz Bill 

Into Hamid’s Boardwalk Warner, } 
which seats 4,200 and operates | 
mostly as a summer picture house, 
comes a jazz extravaganza July 9- 
15 featuring Louis Armstrong, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Lionel Hampton—a 
bit of something new on the Board- 
walks 

Paul (Skinny) D’Amato, major 
importer of top talent here, has 
completed his 500 Club bookings 
for the season with Frank Sinatra 
again due in over the Labor Day 
weekend while Jerry Lewis will 
be here the week of Aug. 1. 
Liberace, in his first nitery ap- 
pearance at the resort, appears the 
week of July 25. Previously booked 
were Nat King Cole and Sammy 
Davis Jr., with Tony Martin due 
to get things underway as the club 


swings into summer routine July 6. 

Cotton Club, sepia spot -which 
has operated here for years, gets 
into the bigtime by bocking Count 
Basie and Duke Ellington plus 
Lionel Hampton as its top attrac- 
tiutis. 


Arthur Lee Simpkins, Clyde Me- 
Phatter, Louis Jordan and the 
Billy Williams Quartet are the big 
seasonal attractions at Club Har- 
lem, for years the leading sepia 
spot here 

‘Ice Capades’ at Halli 

John Harris again brings his “Ice 
Capades” to the Convention Hall 
for a six-week stand the last two 
weeks in July and through August. 

On the boardwalk, the large 
hotels are, as usual, bringing in 
near-top talent in their bids with 
other resort attractions for the visi- 
tor’s dollar. 

Lord Lance & His Calypsonians 
plus the resort's Pedro Albani & 
His Islanders opened Friday (28) 
night in the Ritz-Carlton’s new 
Calypso Carousel room, Featured 
is Jesse Barber. 

Submarine Room of Hotel Tray- 
more had Larry Wilde and the 
Paulette Sisters with Joe Stern's 
orch over the weekend. 

Noro Morales with his piano and 
Latin Rhythms come in tomorrow 
(Wed.). Stern band is fixture for 
season 

At the Bamboo Lounge of the 
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Warwick, the resort's largest beach- 
front apartment building, Hilda 
Simmons is featured. The Laynes 
featuring Anne Gordon and Bob 
Headley opened Friday at the Holi- 
day Room of the beachfront May- 
flower. 

Seaside Hotel’s Surf 'N’ Sand 
Room is presenting the Jules 
Lavan Trio featuring Anita Carter. 


President Hotel opens season in 


morrow night with the Bobby Rob- 
erts orch and Lady Sheree & Her 
Calypso Trinidaires, plus Mambo 
Hy and Jill with a Latin-American 
dance contest a feature each Fri- 
day night. 

Shelburne presents Herbert | 
Curbelo and his Latin-American 
orch featuring Isabel Canalas, vo- 
calist, in its Boardwalk Lounge for 
the season. 

Brighton offers its Punch Bowl) 
with the Four Tones. 


Cotton Club started its season | 
yesterday (Mon.) with the Miles! 


Davis quintet and the Hampton | 
Hawes trio, Talent for the rest | 


President’s Calypso 


| overcome by smoke. 


C&W Bash in Dallas 


Dallas, July 2. 

Stars of the “Grand Ole Opry,” 
“Ozark Jubilee” and Louisiana 
Hayride” will pool their talents 
for one of the biggest country 
western shows ever presented here 
in the special July 4 night program 
in the Dallas Sportatorium. 

Headliners will be Kitty Wells, 
Johnny & Jack, the Tennessee 
Mountain Boys and comedian Pete 
Seudder, ail from “Grand Ole 
Opry”; Johnny Horton from “Louis- 
iana Hayride,” the Marksmen 
Quartet from the “Ozark Jubilee” 
show and the Plainsman Quartet 
from local radio. 











its big Round-the-World Room “4 Bandleader Johnny Long 


Felled by Smoky Blaze 
In Atlanta Hotel Room 


Atlanta, July 2. 

Orch leader Johnny Long nar- 
rowly escaped death in his hotel 
room here in the pre-dawn hours 
last Wednesday (26) when he was 
Long was 
found unconscious, overcome by 
smoke and lying on his bed, by a 
member of his band, Arthur Kash- 
er Jr., who drives the bus in which 
the Long orch travels 

Police were told Kasher found 
Long in a smoke-filled room at the 


of season includes Dizzy Gillespie.| peachtree Manor Hotel shortly be- 


Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Lou Walters Enterprises, headed by Cass Franklin, has been notified 
te name an arbitrator to represent them in the proceedings brought 
by the American Guild of Variety Artists to revoke their club-date 
producer franchise. Union says the action is'a punishment for acting 
illegally as agents. Union rules forbid nitery owners to act as per- 
centers, 





Longrun booking honor in Hawaii goes to Louise Akea Silva who 
heads the Royal Hawaiian Glee Club. She’s been a starring attraction 
at. the weekly Kodak Hula Show for the past 20 years, playing to about 
190,000 tourists per year. Shutterbugs take between 4,000 and 5,000 
photos plus 20,000 feet of,motion film at each of the weekly sessions. 
It’s a free show, sponsored for obvious reasons by a camera shop. 





Veteran brother-sister cafe and vaude dance team of Jean & Walter 
Brown is permanently dissolved now with Jean Brown's entry into the 
dance studio field. She has bought an interest and become a partner in 
the Howard Dance Studio in McKeesport, Pa., the Brown's hometown. 
Miss Brown has been unofficially retired for the last couple of years 
since her brother went to work in Pittsburgh's Joe Hiller booking 
agency. He’s permanently connected with that office. 

The American Guild of Variety Artists last week awarded a plaque 
to Robert C. Rothafel, managing director of the Roxy Theatre, N.Y., 
in recognition of “meritorious service in bringing back stage presenta~ 
tions and in the commendation of efforts to encourage and foster live 
talent in the variety field.” 





The Minneapolis Star-Tribune newspapers again will sponsor the 
Aquatennial Queen coronation show, comprising vaudeville, music and 
pageantry, as one of the events of the Aquatennial, annual summer 
mardi gras, July 26. On this occasion, however, the show will be 
staged indoors at the Auditorium instead of in the municipal stadium. 
Headliner will be tv's Fran Allison. Among other participants will be 
Minneapolis songwriter Sid Lippman, now a New York resident; the 
U.S. Marine Corps band, the Keeler (Miss.) Air Force choir, the local 
Doc Evans Dixieland band, 15 visiting queens and Star and Tribune 


jand Slam Stewart. 
¥ spot on main street in mid-city, 


the American Jazz Quartet, July 
8-14; Count Basie, George Shear- 
ing Quintet, Julian “Cannonball” 
Adderley Quintet, July 15-21; 
Billy Holiday, Max Roach Quintet, | 
July 22-28; Duke Ellington band, | 
Carmen McCrae trio, Horace Sil-' 
ver All-Stars, July 29-Aug. 4; Bud | 
Powell Trio, Phineas Newborn | 
Trio, Aug. 5-11; Lionel Hampton's | 
band, American Jazz Quartet, Aug. | 
12-25; Al Hibbler, Jimmy Smith 
Organ trio, Aug. 26-Sept. 2. 

Paradise, sepia spot, advertised 
as oldest night club in America, 
gets underway tonight with Oli-| 
vette Miller and Bert Gibon pre-!| 
senting “Highlites,” a salute to 
Miller & Lyles, The Swamp, 
which heretofore has been the 
Dude Ranch, on the uptown board- 
walk, also gets started tonight 
with Billy Duke & His Dukes plus 
the Tune Timers and Dia Blito. 
Harlem, big colored cafe, swung 
into action a week early with Lon 
Bibeau Fontaine presenting the 
Timmie Rogers Show. 


Jockey, Erin, Ete. 


The Jockey Club off the resort's 
main stem in mid-city got going 


on its 25th year Friday with 
Jockey Hyatt offering Danny 
Windsor and Billy Lee, Guy 
Marks, Betty Logan, Alverta, 


Kathy Denniss, Pau August, plus 
the Harry Sclafford orch. 

The Erin Cafe in mid-city near 
the boardwalk opened with John- 
ny (Rubberface) Frisco as emcee 
and the O’Connor Twins, Adele 
Young Dancers, Flame Moore and 
Don Shelley, Charlie Francis and 
Colleen O'Grady. 

On the uptown boardwalk Ben 
Coty, for many years emcee at the 
Dude Ranch, opened his own The- 
atrical bar featuring Beryl Booker 
Hialeah, big 


has brought back Bob O'Neill who 
has been featured there for many 
years, plus the Victors. 

In the Doman Club which op- 
erated for years as the Nomad, the 
Lamplighters with Bobbie Parker, 
Flamingo and Mike Pedicine and 
his band open for the season to- 
night. 

Garden Pier ocean ampitheatre, 
operated by the city, opened its 
summer season with concerts by 
the Atlantic City Festival Orches- 
tra July 1-2, The Naupauer Ac- 
cordion Symphony with a patriotic 
program by the Atlantic County 
American Legion is planned for 
July 4. Pier features the Lan- 
Chester Chorus of 100 voices from 
Lancaster - Chester counties of 


have entertainmen every night but 
Saturday throughout the season. 
Pier is cuffo. 
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CAB CALLOWAY | 
“COTTON CLUB REVUE” 


Just Concluded 11 Weeks 


Starting 4 
CARTER BARON THEATRE, Washington, D. C. 
Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


Pennsylvania Friday (5) and will. 


fore 4 a. m. 

“Apparently I dropped off to 
sleep while smoking a cigaret,” 
Long said. “I woke up and found 
the bed on fire and the room filled 
with smoke.” 


After discovering the fire, the) 


bandleader said he notified the 
hotel desk. A hotel porter investi- 
gated, smelled smoke and then 
sounded the alarm. Kasher, who 
lives at Somerset, Mass., said he 
ran to the second floor after learn- 
ing that there was a fire in the 
hotel. “I found Mr. Long uncon- 
scious on the bed,” he said 


Long was given emergency treat- 
ment at Henry General Hospital 
for smoke inhalation. He also re- 
ceived a couple of minor burns on 
his leg. 

After he was dismissed from the 


ipal Court Judge James Webb to 
answer a charge of violating the 
fire ordinance. Atlanta laws are 
strict about causing fires in hotels 
because more than 120 died in a 
fire that gutted downtown Wine- 
coff Hotel here not too long ago. 
Jadge Webb, however, dismissed 
charges against the maestro, whose 
“Shantytown” has sold more than 
1,000,000 records, with the admont- 
tion, “Be more careful.” 

Long was breaking his jump here 
while en route to an appearance 
at Fort Benning in Columbus, Ga. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, July 2. 

Benny Fields, the Oklahoma 
cowboy entertainer, takes time out 
to put on pantomime acts here that 
are relished by the ailing gang. 

Arthur J. Slattery, chairman of 
“We The, Patients,” got surprise 
visit from Elizabeth Douglas Mc- 
Mahon who will summer here and 
open a studio teaching algebra, 
English and Latin. She’s a grad- 
uate of our, downtown actors 
colony. 

Jean (Stuart) West, ex-NVA-ite 
recently connected with the main 
office of the Will Rogers hospital 
staff and who was taken seriously 
ill, is now taking a daily walk. 

Benny Ressler, whose progress 
here is of special mention, is the 
president of the Shamus Club 
which provides milk and cookies to 
the kiddies at the William Morris 
Playgrounds Memorial Park. He 
bought a merry-go-round for the 
opening of the park yesterday 
(Mon.), 

Thurman Sims, staffer at Proc- 
tor’s Theatre, Yonkers N. Y., who 
graduated here in class of 1953, 
was in for a general checkup and 
went back to work with a clean bill 
of health, 

Joseph (IATSE) Leonard off to 
Norfolk, Va., for an extended fur- 
lough following fine progress, 

Jack Danzi, outdoor showman 
and husband of Muriel (Eddy Sis- 
ters) Danzi (she made the grade 
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| here), is now connected with our 
; maintenance dept., with his family 
|}ecamping at Lake. Flower for bal- 
|}ance of the summer. 

Write to those who are ill. 





Harry Belafonte in “An Eve- 
ning With Belafonte” plays Exhibi- 
tion Forum, Vancouver, July 11, at 
$4.75 top. 





hospital he appeared before Munic-}: - 


columnists Cedric Adams and George Grim. 








Vande, Cafe Dates 








New York 


Eartha Kitt pacted for the Cafe 
de Paris, London, Jan. 6... Paul 
Winchell and Trudy Richards go to 
the Americana, Miami Beach, July 
17. ~ Martha Raye tapped for the 
Elmwood Casino, Windsor, Ont., 
July 17... Evelyn Knight set for 
the Palmer House, Chicago, Oct. 
31... Suzanne Lake, who has been 
working niteries, to warble with 
the Goldman Band concerts in 
Central Park . . . Eddie Schaeffer 
has signed with Mercury Artists 
. One Fifth Ave. starts booking 
its talent contest winners into the 
room July 9 with Lynn Taggart 
bowing, followed by folk singer 
Frank Lee and singer Dorethy 
Carle . , . Ken Barry to the Glenn 
Park Casino, Williamsville, N. Y., 
July 15... Jackie Kannon booked 
for the 500 Club, Atlantic City, 
July 6... Bernie Fields a new- 
comer at the Concord, N. Y.... 
Eileen Rodgers has been set for a 
guester on the Jullus LaRosa tv 
show July 20. 

Ruth Simelsohn has taken leave 
of absence as the Artists Represen- 
tatives Assn. secretary to await 
motherhood . . . Bob McFadden 
tapped for the Monteleone Hotel, 
New Orleans, July 9... Marguerite 
Piazza moves into the Sands Hotel, 


Las Vegas, Aug. 14... Pearl 
Bailey works the Flamingo, Las 
Vegas, Oct. 3...Cedrone & 


Mitchell repeat at One Fifth Ave. 
starting Tuesday (9) for an ex- 
tended, engagement. 


Dallas 


Blackburn Twins and Jerry Col- 
ling opened last week at the 
Statler-Hilton for two frames. 
They replace skedded Rusty 
Draper who postponed until Sept. 5 
due to his recent CBS Radio show. 
Chuck Cabot orch comes in also 
on July 11 for eight weeks, re- 
placing Bob Cross’ crew. Latter 
set for Roosevelt Hotel, New Or- 
leans, Aug. 15 for four weeks, but 
returns to tte Statler here in Sep- 
tember .. . Colony Club, with 
exotic Marcia Edgington in for 
three frames, will probably hold 
her over since stripper Patti Wa- 
gon, due July 15, is now hospital- 
ized and will delay her local date 
. .» Dorthy Ates, daughter of Ros- 
coe Ates, stuttering comic, into 
Theatre Lounge as singer-femcee 
. . « Exotic Lee Sharon quit the 
“Plaisirs de Paris” revue in Lon- 





don, tiring from show biz to 
raise les here. 
Atlanta 


Pianist - singer Billy Murray 
opened (1) at Howell House’s Ze- 
bra Lounge ... Shirley Shantchez 
heads up the trio which bowed (1) 


at Peachtree Manor Hotel's El 
Morocco. Femme batoneer sings 


|latino tunes and slaps cocktail 


drums . . . Comedy emcee Vince 
Wayne rides on new show at Club 
Peachtree, featuring exotic Jill 
Evans and tapster Dottie Ann 
Cooke . . . Comedian Buster Ray is 
surrounded by exotics in new show 
at Clovis Club... Bryan & Linda 
Peters, instrumental-vocal duo, are 
at Carmichael’s . .. Warbler Mari- 
lyn Davis, Billy Romano in a nov- 
elty balloon turn and Four Larks 
are staying over at Henry Grady 
Hotel’s Paradise Room , . . Other 
holdovers: Exotics Dorian Lennis 
and Lisa Romaine, Cotton Watts 
and Chick & Joe Sterling at Circus 
Lounge; comic emcee Raye 
and exotic Lee Wong at Clermont 
Hotel’s Anchorage Room; Freddie 
Martell at Atlanta Biltmore Hotel's 
Garden Terrace. 

Henry Grady Hotel’s Paradise 
Room is headiining Marylin Davies, 
here from Havana’s Casino Par- 
isien. Room's bill is completed 
with Bill Romano, “balloon sculp- 
tor” novelty act, and Erv Hinkle’s 
orch ... Blonde exotic Dixie Evans 
opened last week at Imperial 
Hotel’s Domino Lounge. Phil 
d’Ray, comedian, doubles as emcee 
and Tokye Trie round out show... 
Another exotic new to Atlanta cir- 
cuit is Dorian Dennis, who head- 
lines show opening last week at 
Circus Lounge on same bill with 
another dancer, Lisa Romaine, and 
holdovers Cotton Watts and part- 
ner, Chick, with Joe Sterling .. . 
Russ Robinson, cocktail pianist, 
bowed June 24 at Howell House’s 
Zebra Lae, mixing songs and 
patter with his 88ing. 
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Copacabana, N. Y. 
Jules Podell presentation with 
The Sportsmen (4), Sue Carson, 
Landre & Verna, Tom Rockford, 
Marilyn Cooper, Jeff Bolton, Mike 
Durso & Frank Marti orchs; line 


routined by Doug Coudy; costumes, the 


Sal Anthony; music & lyrics, Durso, 
Mel Mitcheli, Marvin Kahn; $5.50 
minimum, 





Summertime is the season for 
experimentation at the Copa, and 
this bill results in a payoff with 
the Sportsmen, Sue Carson and 
Landre & Verna contributing to a 
well-rounded bill that should keep 
most customers happy. Layout, in- 
cidentally, is one tha™ieans heavily 
on variety. It’s been a long time 
since the Copa has had one of the 
standard ballroom teams in the 
room, and Landre & Verna present 
a pretty picture indeed with a 
graceful line of terps and good 
overhead lifts. A ballroom team 
comes off almost as a novelty in 
these precincts. 

In Miss Carson, Jules Podell has 
booked a personality who can de- 
velop ultimately into a draw. She’s 

ert and personable with a clever 
ine of material. Miss Carson has 
been in New York on a couple of 
previous occasions, but in this big- 
time bow, she impresses as a 
comer. Her bits include a song on 
the cleverness of men and the 
various methods of overcoming 
femme resistance. There’s also a 
spot of impressions that come over 
excellently. She gets her yocks 
and she registers strongly in every 
direction. However, her previous 
notices indicate that she’s been do- 
ing this act for some years. Should 


she emerge as a Copa steady in-; 


stead of someone merely passing 
through, an enlargement of her 
catalog seems mandatory. She has 
the innate ability to reach higher 
brackets. 

In the Sportsmen, the Copa has 
a solid singing group which gets 
top returns in a comparatively 
long stint. The group hit interest 
immediately with a recital of per- 
sonal history and thence into a 
series of novelties, with only a 
passing mention of Jack Benny on 
whose show they attained national 
eminence. Their novelties cover 
a wide variety of subjects includ- 
ing spoofs of Texans, Mexicans, 
and a well written and sung treat- |t 
= ea Las Vegas. The results are 

igh. 

Preduction aides include the 
song and dance work by Tom 
Rockford, Marilyn Cooper and Jeff 
Bolton of course, the Doug Coudy- 
routined line. The Mike Durso 
orch, ee usual, supplies snappy 
musical background and Frank 
Marti Latins it up for the relief. 
The music and lyrics by Durso, 
Mel Mitchell and Marvin Kahn are 
another plus. Jose. 


Black Orchid, Chi 
Chieago, June 25. 
Jack E. Leonard, Pat Morrissey 
with Harry Slottag, Joe Parnello 
Trio; $1.50 cover. 





Jack E. Leonard returns to the 
Windy City appropriately trimmed 
of poundage for his opening at the 
vestpocket Black Orchid. His act 
knits right into the windup of 
thrush Pat Morrissey’s pipings for 
a solid show without letdown. 

Leonard surprises the house 
shortly after Miss Morrissey leaves 
the platform by striding amon 
the tables under.a Panama hat an 
heaving wisecracks at the house. 
After his belated formal intro on 
the stage, he continues his string 
of quips directed at former em- 
ployers, the band and any identifii- 
able personages in the house. He 
managed to get a heavy response 
opening night. The vet comic 
scores heavy with his~ burlesques 
of phony stage mannerisms and 
trickery. 

Platinum-topped Miss Morrissey 
is the savviest of the Orchid’s re- 
cent femme pipers. She manages 
best with swingy numbers like 
“Lover Man” and “Goody, Goody.” 
A special material bit, “Weak for 
the Man,” fares less well with a 
crowd that expects the piano- 
caressing, full-throated song belt- 
ing that gets Miss Morrissey her 
best response even if overworked 
through her 35 minutes at the 
mike. Credit for singer’s Success 
with her jazz numbers is in part 
due to her 88er Harry Slottag. 
Backing from the Joe Parnello 
Trio is elso adept. Sally Blair 
takes over July 15. Leva. 


El Beate, Las Vegas 
s Vegas, June 25. 
Sophie Tucker, John Carroll, 


Kay Brown, Renee Molnar Dancers | ¢ 


(9), Dick Rice Orch (12); 


mum, 


Soph 


$2 mini- 





ie Tucker socks across a 


bagful of brandnew material in her 
return to the Opera House, which 
rewarded her a noisy ovation on 
opening night. She gets her biggest 





yock of the evening ee “Calypso 
Soph,” a number which she 
wears dazzling sold jersey pants 
and ———— headgear, an outfit 
she describes as “one that cost me 
$1,500 for a laugh.” Other fresh 
numbers which make this probably 
best act she’s ever done here, 
include “I’m Song-Happy Sophie,” 
Mets 5 Go To Havana?” and “Enter- 
pees = apa,” latter being a bluish 
bit a = a gentleman named 
Irving. Miss Tucker's vet accom- 
panist, Ted Shapiro, scores as a 
comedian when he -fills in with 
three minutes of dialog during one 
of her costume changes. 
John Carroll is on bill, sharing a 


a teenager trying to convert him to 
rock ’n’ roll. Carroll’s powerful 

1 boom “This Could Be The 

ight,” “Around The World in 80 
Days” and assorted songology to 
serve as a perfect balance for the 
chirping of Miss Brown, Pair make 
a delightful team as they sing, 
“September Song” in the square | 
and hep versions, and engage in 
some funny chatter exchange. Spe- 
cial bow should go to the talented 


skit with Kay Brown, who portrays | © 


Mecambeo, Hollywood 
Hollywood, June 28. 
Billy Daniels, Benny Payne, Paul 
Herbert Orch (7); $3 cover. 





When the late hours pack in with 
pros and the high spenders line 
the walls and adorn the tables, it’s 
an infallible sign that the reason 
for it all is someone out of a spe- 
cial mould. This, then, would 
glove-fit the magical talent of Billy 
Daniels, who has been around 
Strip as often as any idol of the 
saloonatics. For just short of an 
hour he regaled the sitters and 
poner with his own unique brand 

musical exercise top off with 
“That Old Black Magic,” which not 
even he could follow. It was a $10 
opening Thursday night and from 
the storm of applause no one re- 
gretted the outlay. 

Daniels has achieved a distinc- 
tive style that many have tried to 
copy but could merely imitate. 
Most of his numbers have the 
familiar ring and he wisel = 
special materials. On the 

“Masculine Touch” has an "ae of 
newness and his toying with it 





Jeff Lewis, ist who wrote 
skit, did a ements, and con- 
ducted ane Eddie Fox staged the | 


clever number. jt 
The Renee Molnar Dancers (9) 
add electricity to the festivities, | 
which are skedded for four weeks. 
Dick Rice orch backs the package 
with appropriate flair. ke, 


Riverside, Reno 
Reno, June 25. 
Jimmy Durante with Eddie Jack- 
son, Sonny King, Jackie Barnett, 
Amazing Monohans (3), Riverside 
Starlets. Bill Clifford Orch; $2 
minimum. 








There’s a new spark in the Du- 
rante show caused by a collection 
of talent which is used sparingly 
but spread all the- way through. 


former ena, ia creecoennry to 
tt oe ith ni his s disgust Rosen 
atten anger, 
and bull-whip commands , 

A continuous barrage of songs, 
interrupted by his chastising of the 
orchestra, wandering customers 
and groups of waiters, is inter- 
—— with his standard gags but 
; + cue has never been finer 
or h 

The addition of Sonny King as 
a kind of straight man is good 
and King works in well with the 
Durante brand Rs fun. King is 
originally introed as a single sing- 
ing a couple of songs. This could be 
eliminated. The show is already 

overlong. But cowering 

before Durante and getting car- 
ried away with his songs is one of 
show’s h points. 


hilarious addition, with his exag- 
gerated walking and dancing. Du- 
rante’s writer, Jackie Eerestt. 
makes another brief but enjo - 
appearance, sin a —— \ 
songs Durante has ed ty 
three, plus the still crowd- 
ackson, make for 


The ——— “Starlets are 


worked in with the Durante rou- 
tines, too. The “All Girl .Band” 
is espec tstanding and as 
usual the a Moro Line is 


sensational. In their er they 
are almost too much to follow with 
an exciting rock 'n’ roll session. 
To add to the fast moving show, 
Amazing Monohans couldn't 

be more aptly named. They even 
look great in their mistakes. The 
two youn pees spin and somer- 
sault fearlessly on the feet of the 
juggler. An exciting, entertaining 


0. 

Bill Clifford’s band somehow 
keeps pace with the unpredictable 
Durante and falls into the “traps” 
with gusto. 

The Seville, L. A. 
Los les June 25. 

Sess White, Le: Horton Dan- 
cers (6), 


Ei Escobar Orch (6); 
two-drink minimum, 


Current entry celebrates this 
Santa Monica Blvd. boite’s first an- 
niversary. A ly ensemble of 
dancing and singing, show fits into 
the .present trend of Latuning. 

Tagged “Caribbean Cruise,” the 
Lester Horton Dancers and Loray 
White are topbilled. Sepia thrush 
sandwiches her numbers with the 
six terpsters, setting the travel 
scene with an “Let’s Get 
Away Prem It All,” and scoring 
with “Black Coffee” and “Love.” 

are on for four fast 
bizarre addin 


Mark. 4 





© the colorful effect. Opener is 
arhythmic fire dance which catches 
the Caribbean . Balance are 
exotic in style, staged by Roland 


Dupsee. 
Escobar orch lends slick back- 
ing for entertainment as well as 


And while aoe gives each per- | g 


Ben Wrigley is another brief but | 


makes it an especial delight. It’s 
his selling as much as his singing 
that has won him such high favor 


‘in the clubs. Whether it’s a 
|\zephyry whisper or belting foray 


into a high, ear-cupping register, 
he takes it snugly in stride. The 
gesture, the smile and sway give 
his rhythms the added touch of the 
consummate entertainer. The au- 
ditors shouted. for and fot “Yid- 
dishe Mama,” plaintively folksy 
and turned to a golden brown. 
While Daniels is the main draw 
and deservedly, not to be dismissed 
as mere accompanist and aoe 
is Benny Payne, whose duets 
the bossman are gems of matched 
harmony. He has a spot of his 
own and comes off as well as Dan- 


iels, which indeed is not faint 
praise. 

Paul Hebert’s crew on the’ stand 
ives musician pping, no 
sinecure ———T the Daniels 
styling. On deck is Edith Piaf, 


coming up July 19, giving the Mo 
a pair of solid at ttractions for the 
floating population. Helm. 


Viennese Lantern, N. Y. 
Rita Dimitri, Yasuko, Ernest 
Schoen Orch; $3.50 miniumu. 


Max Loew’s Alt Wien hideaway 
has gone far from its native heath 
in securing the current bill. Al- 
though the customers of this spot 
are accustomed to international 
bookings, the current combination 
of a Greek chanteuse and a Japa- 
nese singer is far-reaching even for 
this audience, However, the enter- 
tainment results are in keeping 
with the high standards of this 


pot. 

Miss Dimitri, with a previous 
N.Y. cafe history at Le Ruban 
Bleu, who essayed the role of La 
Mome Pistache in the touring com- 
any of “Can-Can,” furnishes an 





teresting grouping of songs. 
Some of them need a stronger 
projection, but eas fF she 


makes out exceedingly well in this 
intimery. Her tunes embrace those 
displ the Franco - Hellenic 
aeaaiay which includes a French 
medley, “Misirlou”” and a batch of 
numbers from “Can-Can.” She 
makes a good es tere here with 
well-stacked architecture and gets 
an appreciative mitting. 

The wandering strings headed by 
Ernest Schoen take some pic- 
turesque tours of the Loew hospice, 
The orch’s tunes are international 
in scope and give a further note 
of intimacy to this room. Yasuko 
is further Geseribed under New 
Acts. . Jose. 


Blinsitrub’s, Boston 
Boston, June 25. 
Russell Arms, Conn & Mann, 
Maxwells (2), Dalton & Bailey (3), 
Moro Landis Line (10), Michael 
Gaylord Orch (10), Lou Weir; 
$2.50 minimum. 








Russell Arms exudes personal- 
ity in all departments — piping, 
chatter and aud participation bits 
—heading the final layout of the 
season at Blinstrubb’s 1,700-seater. 
The Era label and “Hit Parade” 
singer has to take three encores to 
— Blinstrub denizens. Open- 
ing with “I’m Walkin’,” he segues 
to “Evangeline” for nice rounds, 
goes to a salute to Jimmy Dorsey 
with “So Rare” and puts over a 
tour de force “Hit Parade Story 
of 1957” telling a story using prac- 
tically all the year’s song titles. 
Clever gimmick nets him a big 


He takes “ The Blues” 
for a ride, goes into the aud sing- 
ing and sm ing with femmes, 
and is back onstage with “Dar 
Moon” ballad to big mitting, 
Yanking off his bowtie and drap- 
ing his coat over shoulders, he gets 


g | round. 





providing the beat for cha cha cha 





dance crowd, Whit. 


off a howling Elvis Presley “‘Heart- 


i break Hotel” impresh and winds 


the |for nice palm whacking. 


k | nese magician and his pretty. assist- 





AS = Mya ne with his hit disk, 


Conn ry enn, pair of clever tap 
terpers crew cutted and dress 
suited, open the show with a dead- 
pan tap routine to weird music 
breaking out into wild abandon 
= then back to the deadpan. 

take mike for choruses of “I 
Con d Have a Ball,” do some split 
bit terp carbons of Jose Greco and 
don tophats for “Tea for Two,” 
clinching with a Chaplin walk tap 


Maxwells, formerly with “Ice 
Capades,” transfer their zany nut 
costume acro act from skates to 
stage, doing lifts in slow motion 
style. Crowd pleaser is a one-hand 





stand on partner's head. Under- 
stander balances six colored wicker 
blocks on his soles while partner | 
climbs up to top taking a straight | 
down and roll over for clincher. 
Dalton & Bailey is standout, 
aerial with femme plant in aud) 
who comes on to essay the trapeze 
in street cléthes for big aud 
laughs. She swings on the trapeze 
up the ceiling of the room with 
socko breaks for heavy rounds. 
Two femme partners open with 
slick tricks and style while third | 
of trio goes through her dizzying 
trap routine. Guy. 


Lake Club, Spgfid.. Ml. 
Springfield, Ill., June 25. 
Jeannette Star, Ray Comier, The 
Balladines (2), Miriam Sage Danc- 
ers (6), -Buddy Kirk Orch (8); 
$1.20 admission after 8 p.m. 





In keeping witl. Springfield's 
Capitennial celebration (June 30- 
July 6) the 125-year-old city’s fore- 
most nitery is offering the “Capi- 
tennial Follies,” a revue with gay 
‘90s overtures. 

Acts performing in olio. fashion 
are woven into a gaslight era 
theme punctuated with audience 

rticipation a la community sing- 

g, square dancing and other pe- 
riod effects. Even the waitresses, 
bartenders and busboys are in cos- 
tume commemorating the bygone 
days of Lincoln land. 

Topping the bill is songstress- 
comedienne Jeanette Star, a junior 
red hot mama who places~ her 
weight at 280. Her opener, “I'm 
Fat, So What?,” sets the mood for 
her jolly renditions. She asks for 
laughter with visual gimmicks, but 
seldom in the lyrics of her songs. 
Mostly, she belts in a straight man- 
ner such tunes as “Nobody's Sweet- 
heart Now,” “Smack Dab in the 
Middle” and “Make Me A Pallet 
on the Floor.” The latter is the 
Ethel Waters blues version, not 
Blind Boone’s ragtime ditty. 

Ray Comier, billed as the “Har- 
mo-Maniac,” uses his horizontal 
saxophone to nostalgie effect with 
“Peg 'O My Heart,” “Darktown 
Strutters’ Ball” and other early 
era melodies. He has no trouble 
winning encores, one of which at 
show caught was variations on a 





strain by W. C. Handy called 
“South St. Louis Blues.” 
The Balladines, European dance 
duo, open the layout with an’ 
Americanized can-can in Conti- 
— costumes which fit in snug- 
iy with the Capitennial capers. 
he boy-girl team turns to more 
serious terping in “An American 
in Paris” sequence featuring some 
acrobatic tossups that are high for 
the Lake Club’s low ceiling. For 
a finale, the pair executes a spirit- 
ed Charleston—spirited in that it 
has more aerial derring-do than 
associated with the Roarimg ‘20s 
version, Wayn, 


Statler Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 2. 
Carl Ravazza, Chop Chop & Char- 
lene, Eddy Bergman Orch (11); 
$2-2.50 cover, 








Carl Ravazza’s current three- 
week stint in the Statler Hotel Ter- 





race Room will find favor with 
both the rounders and out-of-town- 
ers frequenting this supper club. 
At Thursday’s (27) opener, singer, 
who makes hig entrance via the 
rear of the room singing an origi- 
nal “welcome to the show” tune, 
held tablers in tow throughout his 
45 minutes on mike. Repertoire, 
which utilizes his particular voice 
quality to best advantage, is com- 
priséd of a variety cf tunes that 
range from ballads to specialty 
songs. 

Ravazza’s voice, although good, 
is not the best around; his sense of 
showmanship, however, is tough 
to beat. Ravazza scores best by 
the way he puts over a song; also 
in knowing just what to say in be- 
tween numbers, especially to the 
femmes who seem particularly 
captivated by the guy. 

Chop Chop & Charlene, a Chi- 


j}with a nostalgic vaude turn 
| and My Shadow.” 
'comediennes nabbed two encores 





ant, continue to prove that “the 
hand is quicker than the eye. 7 
The vet magico also scores with a 
variety of tricks that though oft 
seen, continues to mystify. Kafa. 


B’ch Clab, Wildw’d, N.J. 
Wildwood, N.J., June 28. 
Ketty Lester, Ronnie Eastman, 
Danii & Genii Prior, Penny Parker, 
Barbara Bowman, Bob Lapkin Sky- 
liners (3), Charlie Spivak Orch 
(17); no cover or minimum, 





Ketty Lester, a bright newcom- 
er, draws the opening assignment 
in this new 3,100-seat palace of 


| pleasure in exotic black and red 


decor, Well-groomed and striking- 
ly gowned, she projects a varied 
assortment of seven songs to the 
most distant corner. 

Miss Lester is theatrically ex- 
citing and rhythmically uplifting. 
Although a trifle nervous in the 
Madison Square Garden-like spa- 
ciousness of this after-dark spot, 
her vitality and throaty projection 
attracted generous applause from 
opening night ringsiders. 

She intros with “Little Girl 
From Little Rock,” segues into a 
torchy “Let Me Love You” and “I 
Love to Love.” One of her best 
numbers foliows, a ragtime-styled 
“Play Mr. Bailey.” This number 
nets plenty of favorable reaction. 
She changes pace for “I Get a 
Kick Out of You,” followed by “He 
Flipped” and “Nobody's Chasing 
Me.” Her slick pr | by man- 
ager Dorothy Shay and winning 
patter indicate a future headliner. 

Comic Ronnie Eastman offers 
clever pantomime routines to a 
taped accompaniment. Spirited 
Danii & Genii Prior give zest and 
freshness to the dance depart- 
mént. 

Charlie Spivak orch continues 
to do: its top-rank job of providing 
the danciest music and is admira- 
bly conducted for the showback- 
ing. Math, 


Statler-Hilten, Dallas 
Dallas, June 28. 
Blackburn Twins with Jerry Col- 








lins, Bob Cross Orch (12); $2-2.50 
cover, 
Identical male duo has been 


around the nitery circuit long 
enough to know the score. Pair, 
a big hit two years ago in another 
room, keeps the customers on this 
return date and it augurs a neat 
b.o. for the fortnight. 

Opening (27) found the Black- 
burn Twins taking the tablers in 
hand easily with a fast opening 
vocal, “Let's Get the Show On the 
Road,” and they kept the rapport 
with the trademarked mirror rou- 
tine. Comic addition, Jerry Col- 
lins, abets the 45-minute show 
with his terp bits and gags. Sesh 
gets a little overdone on the third- 
sex theme, until the talents get to- 
gether for some fancy hoofing and 
top throwaway lines for a begoff. 
Trio melds all the way for a good 
showcasing. 

Top assist comes from the Bob 
Cross band, which also packs the 
large floor for leather-pushing 
turns. Trie winds July 10, with 
Gogi Grant due July 11 for two 
frames. Bark. 


Frolic, Revere B’ch 
Revere, Mass., June 27. 
Baker Sisters, Tommy Wonder 
& Margaret, Buddy Thomas Line 
(12),Cliff Natale Orch (5); $2.50 
minimum. 





Zany Baker Sisters got off a pol- 
ished funfest in Mike Della Russo 
and Jimmy Cella’s seaside 400-seat- 
tr in their swan song as a sister act, 
At close of this stint (6), Thelma 
leaves the act and Bobbi breaks in 
a new on six-week USO 
tour to a. The two funmakers 
get big aud reaction here from 
walkon and fracture with Jimmy; 
Durante and Helen Traubel im- 
— Thelma has a boff Roberta 

herwood carbon and Bob = 
in a wha Elvis Presley 
and a nicely etched Pearl Bailey 
impresh. They nab heavy 4 

e 
The singing 


and were off way ahead. 

Tommy Wonder & Margaret, re- 
cently at Blinstrub’s in Boston 
where they broke in a new act, are 
sock in 10-minutes of famcy terr- 
ing and a novel bit by Wonder «ith 
femme dummy. Buddy Thomas 
stages a slick capsule revue with 
production piper Bob Warren 
and platinum-topped Jean Thomas 
singing their way through aud to 
stage with “Meet The People.” 
With line of nine femmes and 
three lads in dance numbers in 
groups using both stage and top- 
stage levels, Warren & Thomas 
duet for big mitting and Warren 
takes a spot for big voiced render- 
ing of “Granada.” Thomas uses all 
his people on stage all through 
with handsome costuming and 
slick choreography. 

Cliff Natale batons the show with 
a crisp beat. This layout exits Sat- 
urday (6). Jerry Vale and new 
show open Sunday (7). Guy. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


_ WEEK OF JULY 3 


Numerals In connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show 

whether full or split week 

Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S$) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 








AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (7) 8 
Johnny Lockwood 
Bobby Limb 
Dawn Lake 
Les Thaika 


Peter Brough 
Boys of Mexico 

2 Earls 

Christine & Moll 
Lebrac & Bernice 





Medlock & Marlowe 
Balladinis Bobby Gonzales 
Billy Rayes Delicados 
Darryl Stewart illiams & Shand 
Johnny O'Connor Buster Fiddess 
Edit Juhasz ina Coo! 
Alwyn Leckle Brenda Rowe 
Continentals Frank Ward 
Rae Morgan _ Vases 
Pamela Godso onne Va 
Olivia Dale SINGAPORE 
SYDNEY Od (Tt 1 
Tivoli (T) 8 Katherine Dunham 
Roneld Chesney Co. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (R) 27 | Roxyettes 
Melissa Hayden Roxy Orch 
Molder 3. Palace (4) 
Rockettes Ortei & Shepard 
Raymond Paige Ore | Michael Chimes & 
Corps De Ballet Family 
Glee Club Jack Powell 
Roxy (27) Julia Cummings 
Nancy Le Parker Gauthier’s Steeple- 
Manue! Del Toro chase 
Mickey Powers Jan Welles 
Leslie Sang | Frank Marlowe 
Skating Squires | Burnettes 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL LEEDS 
Palace (1) 1 Empire (mM) 1 
Hylda Baker Albert Modley 
Tanner Sis Flack & Mills 
Odette Crystal Dulay Co. 
Sonny Roy Roy & Ray 
Mitchell Singers Mandos Sis, 
Impero Bros Lynda Koss 
Janet Gray Rusty 
Martin Granger Co. | Manz & Chico 
Ivanco LIVERPOOL 
Joan Davis Co Empire (M) 1 
BIRMINGHAM Max Wall 


Hippodrome (M) 1 
Lita Koza 

re & Lamar 

& Evans 


Arnold 
dim Couton 
Archie Glen 
Alaine Diagora 
Cooper 2 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 
Winifred Atwell 
David Nixon 
Aileen Cochrane 
Reg Varney 
R & J Jover 
Eleanor Gunter 
Matia’s Dogs 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (mM) 1 
Ronnie Hilton 
Miles 3 
Kodell 
Gold & Cordell 
Mary Maylor 
Fran Dowie 
Candy Kane 


Terry Kennedy Co. 
Anne 
Jumpin’ Jax 
5 Speedacs 
LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 1 
Lonnie Donegan Co. 
Alma Cogan 
Estelle Sloan 
Vie Hyde 
George Holmes 
Des O'Connor 
Evers & Toni 
Kemble & Christine 
MANCHESTER 
Palace (M) 1 
Guy Mitchell 
Sylvia & Audrey 
Renee Strange 
Roxy & Glenda 
Duncan’s Collies 
Walthon & Dorraine 


Bi axem 
Jack Francois 
CASTLE 
mpire (M) 1 














Grossetto & Gaston | Jimmy Gay 
Allen Bros. & J Jack Stanford 
FINSBURY PARK | Barry Sis. 
Empire (M) 1 Erie Roger Gr. 
Carroll Levis Co, Wendy 
Rochelle 3 Alan Millis 
Eddie Goffron Betty Fox 
Peter Quinton Bil & Bil 
Dany Ray NORTHAMPTON 
Pan Yue Jen Tr. New (1) 1 
GLASGOW Cyril Dowler 
Empire (mM) 1 Sheila Raye 
Billie Anthony F Langords Co. 
Rudy Horn Barry Crane 
Dior Dancers NORWICH 
Gimma Boys Hi rome (i!) 1 
HANLEY Peaches Page 
Theatre Royal (M) 1 | Eno Gray 
Marion Ryan SOUTHAMPTON 
T & P Derrick Grand (1) 
Bonar Colleano Sherry Laine 
Jackie Ross James Crossini 
J & P Barbour Little Beaver 
Lionel King Les Gi 
Weldens Koolmans Waters 
Raymitis Jimmy French 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bon Soir Hotel Taft 
Jimmy Komack Vincent Lopez Ore 
Cindy & Lindy Hotel St. Regis 
Syivia Syms Milt Shaw Ore 
Three Flames Ray Bari Ore 
Bruce Kirby Hotel Statier 
Bive Angel J Dorsey Orc 
T. C. Jones Ca. 
Carol Burnett Latin Quarter 
Mae Barnes iby ‘beeen 
Mitzi Cottle George Matson 
Jimmy Lyon 3 Isa Miguel 
Bart Howard Trio 


Casanova 
Helene Darcel 
Jacques Zarow 
Alex Alstone 

Chateau Madrid 
Tongolele 
Gilda Casanova 
Raul Moca 
Ralph Font Ore 
Candi Cortez 
Canay Orc 

Copacabana 
Sue Carson 
Sportsmen 
Landre & Verna 
Buddy Hackett 
Tom Rockford 
Marilyn Cooper 
Tony Starman 
Michae! Durso Ore 

‘rank Marti Ore 
No |! Fifth Ave 
Joey Carter 
Rosemary O'Reilly 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hote! Ambassador 
Chauncey Gray Ore 
Jani Sarkozi 
Gypsies 
Quintero 
Hotel Pierre 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Alan Logan Ore 
Joseph Sudy 
Hote! Roosevelt 
Eddie Lane Ore 


Rhumbas 


Syncopated Waters 
Jo Lombardi Ore 
B Harlowe Orc 
Old Roumanian 
Jan Bart 
Danny Carroll 
Sadie Banks 
Joe La Porte Ore 
Park Sheraton 
Jan August 
Spark Thurman 
Two Guitars 
Kostya Poliansky 
Dolores Dauphine 
Leonid Lugovsky 


Viennese Lantern 
Rita Dimitri 
Yasuko 
Ernest Schoen Ore 


‘Harold Sandler 
Pau! Mann 


vil Barn 
Sophie Parker 
Zeb Carver 


mith 
Ralph Michclle 
Billy Kelly 
Irving Harris 


Village Vanguard 
Irwin Corey 





Bela Babai Ore 


eee 




















Ea Pitrwetrte Ore |e Kas 
tzpa e 
New Golden Ba 
Jack Teagarden Jackie Barnes 
| Harry Ranch Ben Wrigley 
| Morgan Bros. Monohans 
ve Starlets 
| Jimmy Durante Bill Clifford Ore 
LAKE 1AHOE 
} Bal-Tabarin Stateline Country 
| Happy Jesters Club 
Beverly Marshall 
& Make Believes | Three Suns 
| Pat Moran Ray Bauduc 
‘ a ieee pemee 
tordon MacRae olly Twins 
CHICAGO Cal-Nevettes immy Jett 
Matty Malneck Ore Tahoe Palace 
Black Orchid Jean Hoffman Trio Harrah‘s Datyil Harpa 
Jack E. Leonard Ruth Olay Johnny Desmond Shanna 
Pat Morrissey Drake Hotel King Sisters Jake Burns 
un, bive Angel Joanne Gilbert Reggie Rymal Wagon Wheel 
Calypso Craze” Gate of Horn Del Courtney Ore Hank Penny with 
Jamaica Slim Bob Gibson Ca! Neva Sue Thompron 
Lady Venita Jo Mapes | 
ep» King Frank Hamilton —_~_____] 
- | 
acy Janet ndon House 


Shovon Trio 
Roger McCall 
Al D’Lacy Ore 


Oscar Peterson 
Eddie Higgins (3) 


Bive Note Mister Kelly's 

Billy Straghorn Trio | Martha Davis & 
with L Hunter Spouse 

Chez Paree Dorothy Loudon 


Marx & Frigo 


Betty George Joe Rubenstein Trio 


Dunhills (2) Imer House 
Metropolitan 6 Eydie Gorme 
Stan Fisher Lucille & Eddie 
Ted Boyer 





° ts 
Ted Fio Rito Ore Hoctor & Byrd 
Cloister Inn Charlie Fisk Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


8. Gray’s Band Box, Mort Sahl 
Billy Gray | Shorty Rogers Ore 
Leo Diamond | Mocambo 


Carol Shannon | 
Bert Gordon 


| ity Daniels 

ic ¥ Benny Payne 

Ric Marlowe Frankie Sands Trio 
Le Hermen (3) 

ob Barley Trio Paul Hebert Ore 


Moulin Rouge 
Liberace 
Jean Fenn 
Statler Hotel 
Carl Ravazza 
Chop chop & 
Charlene 


Bar of Music 
Emaline Henry 
Vogues (3) 

Felix De Cola 
Jerry Linden Ore 

Cocoanut Grove 
Lena Horne 


F. Martin Ore Eddy Bergman Orc 
_ Crescendo Zardi’s Jazziand 
Mills Bros, Slim Gaillard 


Lenny Bruce 
Deve Pell Octet 


Jen Jackson 
Johnny Scat’ Davis 6 


interlude Mike Riley Ore 6 
LAS VEGAS 
Deserf inn Barbara Bostock 
Patrice Munsel Novelites 
Jackie Miles Ray Sinatra Orch 
Art Johnson Royal Nevada 
Donn Arden Dners|Ina Ray Hutton 
Orch 


Carlton Hayes Ore - 
Dunes DeMarco Sisters 
Rose Marie 
Sahara 
Martha Raye 
Condos & Brandow 
he Wazzans 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Mary kaye Trio 


“Smart Affairs of 
"58 


Larry Steele 
Garwood Van Ore 
te 
“Rhythm on Ice” 
George Arnold 
Paul Desmond 
Buster Hallett Ore 


Sanus 
El Rancho Vegas Peter Lind Hayes 


Mary Healy 


Sophie Tucker Four Voices 
John Carroll Copa Girls 
ay Brown Antonio Morelli Or« 
Molnar Dancers howboat 
Dick Rice Orch Tony Milo 
Flamingo Doleeta 
Jack Benny Garr Nelson 


Gisele MacKenzie 

Chiquita & Johnson 

Flamingoettes 

Lou Basil Orch 
Fremont Hotel 


Showboat Girls 

Mike Werner Orch 
Silver siipper 

Hank Henry 


i Peop-etts 
= xy a Candy Barr 
The Satellites Pat Yankee 
Gagte Walton Bob Darch ' 
olden Nugget Barbary Coast Boys 

Pepper Pots Jimmy Cavanaugh 
Teri O’Mason Sparky Kaye 
Ciro Rimac ac Dennison 
Lee Maynard Slipperettes 

aye Ellen Geo. Redman Orch 

H nda Thunderbird 


ac 
Lori Hilton 
Bob Morgan Quartet 
Don Baker 
Maurie Dell & 

Linda Ware 
Shirley Scott 

iviera 

“Pajama Game” 
Larry Douglas 
Betty O'Neil Judy Logan 
Buster West Nat Brandywynne 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Thunderbird Dncers 
Al Jahns Orch 
Tropicana 
Jacqueline Francois 
Johnny Puleo & 
Harmonica Gang 
Elaine Dunn 
Tybee Afra 


Americana Lucerne 
Jackie Heller Diosa_ Costello 
Snooky Lanson Milo Vilarde 
Sid Gould & Don Casino 

Ralph Young Pim | & Francella 
Hal man Tonia Flores 

Playmates The Latin Lovlies 6 
Lee Martin Ore Carlos Marquez 

Balmorai Louis Verona Ore 
Billy Mitchell Dave ie Ore 
Sonny Kendis Ore layan 
Tana nn The Riveros 
Bill Jordan's Bar | Mighty Panther 

of Music ama Mama 
Bill Jordan Conrad Hodges’ 
Gina Valente Calypsonians 
Guy Rennie Murray Franktin’s 
Clark Fiers Jimmy es 
Harvey Bell Pepe Millet 


Club Calypse 
Tropical Holiday 
Carlos Varella’s Jerry Lewis 

Cubanaires Edd 

Di Lido 
Mandy Campo Ore 


Marilyn Davies Phyllis Arnold 


Maria & Toni Mario & Tonia 
Caney Ore Syd Stanley Ore 
Eden Roe Place Pigalle 

Roberta Sherwood [|B §. Pull 

Larry Best Jennie Lee 

Three Galenes French Follies 

Henry Tobias Sevit 

Chico Ore eville 

Mal Malkin Ore Harry Snow 
Fontainebleau Tommy Ryan 

Four Aces Johnny Silvers Ore 

Frank Fontaine Rey Mambo Ore 

Mario & Floria Saxony 

Murray Schlamme Al Stuart Archette 

Pupi Campo Orc Ruth Wallis 

Sacasas Ore Tommy Angel 
Lond owne Vagabonds 

Arthur Blake Calypso Revue 
eela Gallez Lord Flea & Co. 


Jean Tourigny Frank Linale Ore 


HAVANA 
Tropicana . peewee 
i aque: rdisa 
Dominique Taieede Ore 
Tropicana Ballet C Playa Ore 
S Suarea Org Naciona! 


Leny Eversong 
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most got to get them SRO to be as- 
sured of coming out in the black.” 

The high cost of jazz talent (some 
club owners admit that they'd like 
| to book the big names but can’t af- 
ford them) is minimizing job op- 
portunities and may eventually dis- 
Sipate all the forward steps that 
jazz has taken in the past few 
years 

Another aspect of the high cost 
of jazz, according to Friedman, is 
that it leaves no room for show- 
casing new talent. “A promoter 
has to shell out so much for the 
marquee attractions,”’ he says, “that 
there’s nothing left in the budget 
for him to take on and develop 
newcomers to the jazz field.” 

No Chance Fer Newcomers 

Unlike other areas of show busi- 
ness, he adds, the jazz stars have 
no feeling for their own art to 
help newcomers. {n fact, he states, 
“the tep names are virtually lock- 
ing out the newcomers.” 

Upbeat of sales in the jazz album 
market also is a contributing fac- 
tor to the falloff of jazz in-person 
presentations. The jazz buffs with 
hi-fi sets don’t have to lay out $4 
for a session they can hear better 
at home. “Only way out of this 
situation,” says Friedman, “is for 
the jazzsters to do something dif- 
ferent onstage than they do for the 
| groove.” 

Another problem confronting 
jazz promoters is the lack of pro- 
fessional savvy among the jazzsters. 
According to Friedman, who pro- 
duced last summer's Randall’s Is- 
land (N.Y.) festival and several 
; concerts at New York's Carnegie 

Hall, “you can’t get them to re- 
| hearse and you can’t keep their 
|friends and hangers-on from 
| swamping the backstage area and 
disrupting the proceedings. In ad- 
dition, he says, they’ve become a 
bunch of prima donnas who are 
| too particular about how they’re 
| billed, whom they follow and whom 
| they play with. 

“If they don’t straighten out 
their prices, and bring some ef- 
ficiency and business-like manner 
to jazz presentations, they’re going 
to blow the whole bit,” is Fried- 
man’s sum-up. 





—— 
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shoppe, Heimrich’s, run by one 
John Ward, former cop, attached 
to the Royal Mounties. He sells 
locusts, Grecian honey, kangaroo- 
tail soup, Mexican fried worms, 
truffles and fiddleheads—and ships 
3,000 baskets of food to such out- 
posts as Hollywood, London and 
N.Y. All this from a onetime 
strictly meat-and-potato Ontario 
switching certre. 

Duke Ellington has dedicated 
his suite of Shakespeare sketches 
to the burg and will play it here 
Sept. 5. Critics Brooks Atkinson 
and Walter Kerr of N.Y. Times 
and Herald Tribune have visited 
Stratford and critic Claudia Cas- 
sidy of the Chicago Tribune has 
asked for opening-night seats. 

Festival will have Christopher 
Plummer, Siobhan McKenna, 
Douglas Campbell and Frances Hy- 
land, opening July 1, with “Ham- 
let,” “Twelfth Night” follows next 
day and two plays alternate till mid- 
September. They’re directed respec- 
tively by Michael Langham and 
Tyrone Guthrie—in whose honor 
Queen St. North has become Guth- 
rie Ave. Stratford citizens have put 
up $253,000, in straight gifts, to 
support the festival started by 
localite Tom Patterson, onetime 
editor of Civic Administration, a 
Maclean-Hunter trade mag. 








| 
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New 


Acts 











THE MODERNAIRES (5) 
45 Minutes 
Eddys’, Kansas City 

A long-pending date is being 
filled by the Modernaires in the 
plush Eddy Brothers’ room for 
fortnight to July 11. A date here 
four or five years ago was Can- 
celled by the group with the un- 
derstanding they would make it up 
later, and this is it. The booking 
also serves for the break-in of their 
new act, which they will use for 
some time on personal appearance, 
especially after Aug. 30 when the 
Bob Crosby show goes off tv. 
Troupe has been prepping for this 
interlude for several weeks. They 
follow with a couple of one-night- 
ers in Salt Lake City and then back 
to the Crosby show to the finis. 

It’s easily evident that much has 
gone into preparation of this turn, 
and the 45 minutes turn out to be 
fine musical entertainment. They 


YASUKO 


Songs 
10 Mins. 
Viennese Lantern, N.Y. 

Yasuko, a petite Japanese im- 
port, is an interesting addition to 
the nitery marts, Like many Nip- 
ponese, she’s of tiny stature and 
voice to match. However, her 
tones are colorful and she projects 
an interesting tune assortment. 

Yasuko shows up best in songs 
having the authentic tone of her 
native country, While she does 
well in the synthetics, such as 
“Many Splendored Thing” there 
were a couple of items in her cat- 
alog that showed a fine basis for 
development. At present, she’s for 
specialized situations in Continen- 
tal rooms where an international 
set obtains. Her natve garb, minc- 
ing steps and retiring demeanor 
| are in the tradition of the general 
| conception of the Japannese fem- 
mes. Jose. 





have some new choreography by | 


Ray Malone, some special songs by 
Mort Green and Kirby Stone, and 
a raft of material from their own 
Fran Scott and Hal Dickinson. 

The qualities for which they 
have become distinguished are all 
there with Paula Kelly as the 
femme voice and Dickinson, Scott, 
Johnny Drake and Dick Cathcart 
rounding out the group.. Their 
opening session includes a vocal 
intro, “The Customer’s Always 
Right,”. “Around the World” and 
‘Little Darling,” before a special 
bit, “Good for Nothing,” showing 
off Cathcart’s trumpet work. Four 
men take to a barbershop session 


for “You Tell Me Your Dreams” | 


and “Four Walls,” leading into 
‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.” Miss 
Kelly rejoins them for a long list 
neaded by a comedy entry, “I Can't 
Carry a Tune,” some instrumental 
work on saxes with “All Shook Up,” 


and the authentic Dorsey arrange- | 


ment of “So Rare,” a dandy bit of 
joing. The gal and Dickinson have 
a lighter moment with a novelty, 
‘Go To Sleep,” 


‘Calypso Melody,” and then a med- 
ley of tunes with which they were 


| associated in the Glenn Miller days 


s reeled off to great customer sat- 
jsfaction. Closer is an excerpt 
from their forthcoming Coral al- 
coum, “Making Whoopee,” and a 
special finale. 

No doubt about the Modernaires 
being a top vocal group and the 
audience responds accordingly. 

Quinn. 





Palace, N.Y. 

Sister duo has a cute angle 
in that one of them is a 6-year-old; 
the other is a teenager. The mop- 
pet, who comes onstage after the 
first number, has a savvy songsell- 
ing manner that, at the time, 
doesn’t offend by being too studied. 
The child has appeal and also adds 
some good harmony to the vocals. 

The older girl handles the main 
vocalizing part and delivers in the 
contemporary style. The pipes 
may not be too finished, but the 
beat and the feeling are there. She 
opens with “Great Day,” and then 
is joined in by her sister for a 
workover of the oldie, “Them Thar 
Eyes,” a rock ’n’ roll item, “Eight 
O’Clock Date,” and a _ calypso, 
“Hold ’Em Joe.” They also get the 
inevitable plug in for their disk 
label, the indie Arrow —— 

erm. 


OLYMPIADES (3) 
Acrobatic 


ry 


\0 Mins. 
L’Olympia, Paris 

Three gilded; muscled men do a 
well-manned living statue bit. 
From various poses they segue into 
deft hand-to-handing notable for 
its suppleness and ease. 

Grace and’ dexterity make this 
oldie act still a probable good filler 
addition to any type of vaude set- 
ups stateside. Mosk. 
PATTI SHERON 
Songs 


16 Mins, 
Fairmount Club, Ottawa 

Patti Sheron is a well-stacked 
blond with clicko pipes and evident 
attention to arrangements to fit her 
style. She uses a single guitar 
backing for her stint at the Fair- 
mount Club, working both in show 
and lounge, bandleader Gerry Bur- 
gess wielding the pick. 

She could use better staging and 
savvy, but she has strong possibili- 
ties for nitery, video and disks, im- 
pact abetted by her use of jazz- 
tinted styling in most songs. 


. 


the whole crew | 
| joins in for their Coral version of | 


| THREE REBERTES 
| Acro 

10 Mins. 

Palace, N.Y. 

An.Italian act which has played 
in U.S. circuses, the Three Reber- 
|tes are a fast and flashy tumbling 
turn which can fill any spot de- 
|manding acrobats. Three young- 
sters add a comedy touch to their 
routine, but they don’t let the 
hoke slow up their stunts. 

Working on a mat stretched 
across the stage, trio dish up a 
series of forward and backward 
flips and set it ail off with some 
slapstick. For a neat closing bit, 
| they do an eye-catching fall out of 
a triple handstand. Earm a big 
mitt for their efforts. Herm. 





NORMAN & DEAN 
Comedy, Songs 

|36 Mins. 

| Chaudiere, Ottawa 


Format of the Norman & Dean 
comedy-chant stanza is basically 
the same as the Martin & Lewis 
layout: Norman chants and 
Straights, Dean clowns. But other 
than its high quality, the stint has 
no further similarity to M&L, and 
the pair stays as far away from 
aping M&L as possible. 

Harvey Norman has clicko pipes, 
works them to biggest impact and 
sells all tunes effectively. He's 
generous with sings and lifts the 
session throughout. Stanley Dean 
hangs his slick comedy equally on 
sight and sound and registers big in 
both, using brief impression bits 
plus a gag trumpet insert that ex- 
hibits okay music ability. Routine 
shows evidence of heavy training 
and intelligent construction. 

In niteries for a year, duo shapes 
up as big for cafes and television, 
able to handle class slots with 
slickness and savvy. Gorm. 





LAUREANNE LE MAY 
Songs 

14 Mins. 

Chaudiere, Ottawa 


Laureanne Le May, out of 
Quebec City, has all the physical 
necessities for a socko act, includ- 
ing a slick set of pipes, but she 
needs savvy and routining for 
niteries. She exhibits potential 
talent but her stint is weakened 
through lack of knowing what to 
do with what she’s got, plus use 
of items that are wrong for her. 
For example, she works a drunk 
bit that seems out of place on a 
petite and pert blond looker. 

With strong material and 
training, Miss Le May could be 
an Okay possibility for the club 
circuits and, even as she is now, 
strategic camera and audio work 
could make her stint click on video. 


‘ Gorm, 
RIVIERAS (2) 
Apache 
16 Mins. 


Chaudiere, Ottawa 


Although the Rivieras bill their 
stint as “Apache,” it adds up more 
as an acro turn, with a switch. 
The gimmick is that the femme is 
the strong partner, tossing and 
spinning the heavy-set male like a 
feather throughout. Stanza opens 
with w.k, Apache overtones a la 
Lucienne & Ashour, another turn 
of similar genre, male slapping 
femme around the stage, but be- 
fore long the gal gets fed up with 
the treatment and turns on husky 
male. Stanza has enough comedy 
to keep it moving and lively. Mus- 
cle-woman is a neat looker but 
proud of her biceps although she 
smacks customers who try to meas- 
ure them (at her invitation). 

It’s an okay stint for niteries 
and television. Gorm. 
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Palace, N.Y. _ 

George Church & Dorene Kil- 
mer, Nivellis, Rebertes (3), Gor- 
man Sisters (2), Rigoletto Bros. & 
Co. (3), Roberto & Alicia, Eddie 
White, The Colleanos (2); Nick 
Francis House orch; “The Seventh 
Sin” (Metro), reviewed VARIETY, 
May ‘15, ’57. 





The current Palace bill hits the 
usual pace for these eight-acters, 
with a couple of neat turns adding 
the necessary hypo to an otherwise 
average layout. 

Tops in this show are the Rigolet- 
to Bros. & Co., the “Company” con- 
sisting of a well-stacked femme 
who assists in the magico stunts 
and contributes one novelty dance 
routine. The Rigolettos, a pair of 
vet troupers, in the No, 5 spot, hit 
with their sleight-of-hand stuff, 
which they do in a ribbing style, 
and their parody of an 1890 acro 
team. It’s a rounded, pro act of 
far better-than-average calibre. 
Another magico turn, Nivellis, in 
the deuce, dish up a series of con- 
ventional disappearing stunts in a 
routining that’s somewhat too slow. 

Another fine turn is supplied by 
the Three Rebertes, an Italo acro 
team in the trey spot, and the Gor- 
man Sisters, a vocal duo, which 
follows. Both are in New Acts. 
The rest of the bill is comprised 
of acts which have been around 
for some time and which have, for 
the most part, played this house 
before at one time or anether. 

George Church & Dorene Kil- 
mer are a pair of smooth hoofers 
who work nicely in unison and 
then take off for some solo step- 
ping. An okay warmer-upper. In 
the No. 6 slot, Roberto & Alicia 
come up with some Spanish-style 
stepping. A pair of goodlooking 
youngsters, they handle the fila- 
menco idiom in fair style and then 
do a flashy medley of mambo and 
flamenco numbers. 

Eddie White, a veteran comic 
whose youthful looks belie the few 
decades that he’s been around the 
vaude circuits, handles the next-to- 
closing assignment. White is an 
oldfashioned style of performer, 
interspersing chatter amidst his 
songs with a broad style. He does 
a series of old, but still effective, 
in-law and dialect jokes and, to in- 
dicate how old this routine must 
be, White still retains a gag about 
the Roney-Plaza Hotel in Miami 
Beach. 

For the finale, the Colleanos, a 
pair of tight-ropers and jugglers, 
perform a series of eye-catching 
stunts with one of the duo showing 
exceptional skill doing some 
fancy hoop throwing while sway- 
ing on the tight wire. 

Nick Francis supplies an au- 
thoritative downbeat in batoning 
the orch. Herm, 


Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, June 26. 

Bernard Delfont presentation, 
with Harry Secombe, Billie An- 
thony, Rudy Horn, Dior Dancers 
(4),Gimma Boys (6), Anne Lan- 
caster, Max Russell, Joe Cornelius, 
Sherman Fisher Girls (12), George 
— Singers (4), Sid Williams 
rch, 





Harry Secombe, squat, corpul- 
ent comedy man with ultra-zany 
streak allied to standout operatic 
tenor pipes, is mainspring of this 
layout. A marquee name via ra- 
dio and tv in the U.K., Secombe, a 
combo of Danny Kaye and Lou 
Costello, tickles -the risibilities con- 
tinuously, and scores in solo spots, 
sketches and in a final singing slot- 
ting, where he deserts comedy for 
serious vocalizing to solid palming. 

He garners Yyocks along wi 
stooges Joe Cornelius (ex-wrestler) 
and Max Russell in an item titled 
“The Tep_ Graders.” This is 
traversty of U.S. name singers’ 
custom of enthusing over British 
audiences and taking repeated bows 
in exuberant transatlantic style; 
title of scene is also-takeoff on the 
Lew & Leslie Grade tenpercentery. 
It adds up to solid yocks. 

A “Male to Measure” sketch, 
with Secombe as gown-shop pro 
rietor displaying and selling male 
models, is good for laughs, but 
needs a stronger tag. Ann Lancas- 
ter, as in other sketches, works 
with experience for gag-yocking. 
Femme stooge also wins palming in 
a “My Son” item with Secombe. 

Billie Anthony, blonde chirper, 
keeps the layout bright with live- 
ly tunes such as “This Ole House” 
and (wearing a strawhat) “Caro- 
lina.” She also gives out with 
“Mr. Wonderful,” current fave of 
U.K, singers. Gal has lotsa pep 
but needs to polish up her inter- 
tune gabbing. 

Rudy Horn, Continental juggler, 
is standout specialty balancing six 
breakable cups, six saucers, even 
a spoon and sugar lump all atop 
each other while himself balanced 
precariously on a unicycle, He 
exits to solid mitting. 


/ 





Dior Dancers, three males and 
a brunet, offer thrilling adagio 
stint, the distaffer being tossed by 
males with and expert tim- 
ing. Act is brand-new under 
training of~ longtime adagio per- 
former Bob Ganjou, and wil! merit 
attention on U.S. bookings in Nov- 
ember. Gimma Boys, five males 
and a gal, add to | strength 
of layout with high-speed acro and 
balancing act. 

Sherman Fisher Girls are well- 
drilled line, and vocal backing is 
by the George Mitchell group. 
Showbacking is from augmented 
lineup under Sid » gers amy 

Td. 





Apollo, N. Y. 

“Dr. Jive’s” Rock ’n’ Roll Show, 
with Velvours (5), Joan & Joy, 
Hemlocks 45), Charts (5), Donny 
Elbert, Bobbettes (5), Jesters (5), 
Charlie & Ray, Heartbeats (5), 
Anne Cole, Sensations (4), Roy 
Brown Combo (6; “Beast of Hol- 
low Mountain” (UA). 





Tipoff that a big holiday week 
is at hand is the deluge of rock 'n’ 
roll shows that hit the in-person 
circuit. This July 4 holiday is vir- 
tually a duplicate of the Easter 
week spree with “Dr. Jive,” whose 
square handle is Tommy Smalls, 
holing up at the Harlem flagship 
and Alan Freed taking over the 
Paramount Theatre on Times 
myers today (Wed.). 

orst thing about a rock 'n’ roll 
display is the repetition of beat, 
style and performance. But that’s 
what attracts the kids, so the 
Apollo should be in for another 
of “Dr. Jive’s” hefty b.o. stands. 

This time out he’s traffic-man- 
aging a dozen acts with whom the 
kids are familiar through disk air- 
ings on his WWRL show. He lim- 
its them all to two numbers apiece 
and keeps ’em rolling on and off 
despite occasional squeals from 
the fans for encores. 

For the uninitiated, it’s difficult 
to tell the players without a score- 
card. The lyrics are hard to dis- 
tinguish, the five-man groups move 
alike and sometimes dress alike. 
(At least two of the quintets at 
opening show sported scarlet 
socks.) ‘ 

For the record and in order of 
appearance with tunes listed pa- 
renthetically: The Velours, five-man 
combo, (“Where There Is A Will” 
and “Can I Come Over Tonight”); 
Joan & Joy, femme duo, (“My 
Lover Has Left Me” and “You're 
My Perscription”); Hemlocks, 
five-man eombo led by juve Bobby 
Riviera (“Joy af Love” and “Cora 


Lee”); Charts, five-man combo 
(“Zoop Zoop” and “Deseree’’): 
Donny Elbert, high-pitched 


crooner (“Hear My Plea” and 
“What Can I Do”); Bobettes, five 
teenage gals (“Look At The Stars” 
and*“Mr. Lee”); Jesters, five boys 
(“So Strange” and “Love No One 
But You”); Charlie & Ray, swing- 
ging male duo (“Bye Bye Love” 
and “Sweet Thing”); Heartbeats, 
five-man combo (“I Won’t Be The 
Fool Anymore” and “Everybody's 





Russkys’ London Vaudsky 





London, June 25. 

The formula for variety in Rus- 
sia cannot be assessed by Western 
standards. This was clearly dem- 
onstrated by the Moscow State 
Variety Theatre which made its 
British bow at this suburban 2,- 
600-séater. Acts which would nevy- 





Streatham Hill, London 

Sofia Mey, Igor Nickolayevich 
Divov, Boris Yakovlevich Voronin, 
Vladimir Yakovlevich Voronin, Ni- 
kolai Stalnoy, David Josephovich 
Chitashvili, Irina Alerandrovna 
Chitashvili, Vassili Michaelovich 
Snegerov, Edik Artashecovich 
Galayan,. Evgeny Gregorievich 
Avksentiev, Ivan Antonovich An- 
drushenas, Valdimir Savvatevich 
Kats, Tamara Poleschuk, Nina 
Yvtuchovna Pavlenko, Valentina 
Petrovna Tretyakova, Nina Geor- 
gievna Khoreva, Galya Bayazitov- 
na Izmailova, Avner Murdahaye- 
vich Barayev, Tatyana Kharitonova 
Makharadze, Larisa Nikolayevna 
Brusitsina, Dimitri Leonidovich 
Khorkov, Venianin Demyanovich 
Kukarin, Natalie Valerianova Tyu- 
leneva, Alexeyevna St«~panova, Al- 
fred Van Dam Orch. 





er find their way into a vaude pro- 
gram this side of the Iron Curtain 
_ gag eae ty * Ee 
whic presen the Educa- 
tional Performances Society Ltd., 
an offshoot of the British Soviet 
Friendship Society. 

Individually, each performer is 
a polished artist, but the balance 
of the bill suffers from a too strong 





Sometiody’s Fool”); Anne Cole, 
powerhouse thrush (“No Star Is 


Lost” and “I Wanna Love You 
So”); Sensations, three and a 
femme (“You Made Me Love You” 


and “Please Tell Him ‘I Love Him’ 
For Me”); Roy Brown's six-piece 
combo (“Barroom Blues” and 
“Party Doll”). 
The entire cast got together at 
the finale for a noisy none. 
Tos. 


Hippedrome, Lendon 
¥ London, June 25. 
Lonnie Donegan, Alma Cogan, 
(with Stan Foster), Canfield 
Smith, Estelle Sloan, Vic Hyde, 
George Holmes, Des O'Connor, Al- 
lan Kemble & Christine, Evers & 
Toni, Reg Cole Orch. 





With the Palleiium currently | 


housing a new revue, the London 
Hippodrome becomes the West 
End’s new vaudeville flagship. The 
initial bill, in for a month, is 
topped by British performers, but 
a trio of U. S. acts are prominently 
featured. 

Lonnie Donegan, the headliner, 
is probably Britain’s most popular 
exponent of skiffle music—but 
they depart from the traditional 
washboard instruments. The quar- 
tet comprises two guitars, bass and 
drums, with the star providing 
most of the racy vocals. The infec- 
tious quality of their beat per- 
meates the audience, who spon- 
taneously respond with a hand- 
clapping accompaniment to the 


better known items in the reper-| 


toire, among them “Cumberland 
Gap,” “Don’t You Rock Me Daddy- 
O,” “Puttin’ on the Agony” and 
“Gambling Man.” An attempt at 
a complete style and pace switch, 
with a new blues number, “I’m 
Just a Rolling Stone” (penned by 
one of the quartet), achieves a 
dramatic quality, but doesn’t make 
the sock impact of the other num- 
bers. 

Alma Cogan, who was in last 
year’s Palladium revue and is 
known via disks and tv, is a viva- 
cious warbler who is also best 
when handling tunes with a dis- 
tinctive beat. She’s fine when belt- 
ing out such rhythm numbers as 
“Mexican Rock.” “Banana Boat 
Song,” “Dream Boat,” “Love and 
Marriage,” “You, Me and Us,” etc. 
The customers are with her, cheer- 
ing all the way. Ballads come over 
with sincerity, but are not her 
strongest point. However, she de- 
serves full marks for a distinctive 
gown, which includes half a dozen 

. rful skirts— which are peeled 
off one 


Cai Smith’s w.k. ventrilo- 
quial act,- with his dummy Snod- 
grass, continues to get big laughs. 
Estelle Sloan, featured in the last 
Palladium vaude impresses 
with the charm, style and original- 
~ é of her solo stepping act, in 
which her “syncopated clock” 
number is the highlight. Vic 
Hyde’s one-man band, in which he 
winds by playing four horns simul- 
taneously, retains its full popular- 
ity. His bouncing personality is 
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{part of the showmanship inherent | 
in the act. 

George Holmes, colored dancing 50 Silo 
— with \ <a ow — 
cination magico ts for g we 
measure and sturdy audience re- ——= COMUnuCd from page | Gams 
sponse. Des O'Connor, a rising lo-| aré sure bets for annual summer- 
,cal_comedian-vocalist, has consid-| jong presentations. 
erable promise. He has an original | sight 
style, a keen sense of humor and | Just to keep the record straight, 
a pleasing delivery. He builds|there have been a dozen or so 
from a slow start to win hefty ac-| Broadway clicks that were pre- 
claim. Allan Kemble & Christine | viously tested in the sticks, includ- 
open the bill with their combina- | ing “Life With Father,” “Four- 
tion dancing and unicycling; and | poster,” “Silver Whistle,” “Come 
Evers & Toni open up after the) Back, Little Sheba,” “Time Out 
intermission with an adroit dis-|for Ginger’ and “Hole in the 
| play of contortionism. Reg Cole's | ” 
> lh comes — mee 83 |_In addition to thé following list 
y (with stars indicated in paren- 
theses), there will probably be a 


number of other tryouts listed as 
the season progresses. 


| Palace, Blackpool 
} Blackpool, Eng., July 2. 
George & Alfred Black presen- 
| tation, with Hylda Baker & Part-| Straight Shows 

ner, Tanner Sisters (2), Odette | ‘Apple Reddens,” by Russell 
|Crystal, Boliana Ivanko Quartet; | McLauchlin. 
| Martin Granger's Puppets, Impero “Back to Methuselah,” G. B. 
| Bros. (2), Sonny Roy, Janet Gray,|Shaw'’s marathon drama adapted 
|George Mitchell Singers (4), Joan | by Arnold Moss (Celeste Holm). 
| Davis Ballerinas (12), Arthur Lo-| «Bette Bibb,” by Paul Crabtree 
a, i tateiailind aan i (Billie Burke). 

inus gloss of other layouts a al em 

| this summer show biz center, this Black Eye,” by James Bridie. 
|George & Alfred Black presenta- “Chrysalis,” by Norman Ashton. 
| tion emerges as good regional fod-| «>jreys of Dr, Lao,” adapted by 
|der, aimed at yocks and tickling | Gwyn Conger and Nathaniel 
| ww . 
| the risibilities of thousands of va- Benchley, from Charles Finney’s 











cationers from the middle-class : heen 
|shelf. Hylda Baker, diminutive eae (Burgess Meredith), 
north-of-England comedienne, with| “Dazzling Hour,” adapted by 
new stature as result of tv em-|Nancy Mitford from French of 


petus and previous headlining _in | Anne Bonacci ‘Eva Gabor). 
the town, scores strongly with | “Evening with T. C. Jones,” solo 


travesties of dowdy confidential! yow of impersonations. 
femmes engaged in everyday con- |" |, “spe ; 
| versation, Fever for Life,” by Orin Bor- 


| Femme, gabbing in earthy Lan- sten (Fay Bainter). 
cashire accent, wins yocks from| “Good Night, Mr. Lincoln,” by 
| the very types she tilts at so richly. | John B. Kelly, 

She works largely with a tall,| “Gafilty,” by Harry Granick. 


|deadpan male stooge garbed as a - 
reakish femme who never an “It Happened One Night,” billed 
as a new farce. 


if 

|but, in her own catchphrase, 

| “knows, y'know.” Latter is deliv- “Lease on Love,” new adapta- 
}ered with fruity air of confidence, tion of Aldo de Benedetti (Philip 
jand is a byword locally. Bourneuf, Frances Reid). 

| Tanner Sisters, well-drilled two-| “yjan in a Dog Suit,” adapta- 
|some offer compact songalog that | tion by William Wright and Albert 
embraces = and aos ne; Beich of Edwin Corle’s novel, 
opening with “Banana Boat Song” ., “ ” | . 
and following with local-flavored | Three Ways to Mecca” (Jessica 


; be ’ ” Tandy, Hume Cronyn). 
| version of “Rock Island Line and | “Minotaur,” by Robert Thom. 


|“Around The World.” Gals also! ,, a 
score with roundup of “You”| “No Laughing Matter,” Lu- 
songs. |eienne Hill adaptation of French 


Martén Granger, assisted by dis-|of Armand Salacrou. — 
| taff partner, earns mitting for a “Pandora Jones,” Julia Hannam 
“Circus on Strings” item, with his | (June Havoc). 
| puppets engaging in trapoline and| “Re Jamison,” by Joel Wyman. 


|trapeze stints, The Boliana Ivanko “Roger the Sixth,” by Joseph 
| Quartet, three males and a femme,| Carole (Dorothy Lamour, Robert 
|present adagio routines against | ajqa), 

bright. decor of a Valentine scena.|" «gaqqe Tramps,” by Lonny 


hapman. 
lavishl owned, is featured in - ee 
| Venetian "aa sleigh-ride scenes, |» ae eS guage by 
giving out strongly with numbers | *4'pn Wes + RS 
such as “Funiculi, Funicula,” and | Simon an ura, y 
making attractive picture-frame in Melville (Faye Emerson). 
a snow bit. Impero Bros., with gal| “Solitaire Lady,” by George 
assistant, do novel acro-balance, a| Batson and Don Harmon (Ethel 
head-to-head bit being done while | Waters). 

each is upturned on champagne; “Something Borrowed,” by Kurt 
bottles. This Austrian duo rate Vonnegut. 


Odette Crystal, French thrush | ¢, 





vaude and tv attention. 
Sonny Roy, with poorish make- 


good results despite n.s.g. fodder. 
Janet Gray is attractive soubret. 
Vocal backing is from the George 
Mitchell Singers, and Joan Davis 
offers useful line of chorines a& 
4 well as devising musical numbers. 
slant on culture. Althou half | Arthur Logan orch showbacks. 
the acts could fit into a Western Gord. 
variety show, the time allotted to | —— 


mec is = ie Fray to 
make room for folk singers, danc- 
ers and, instrumentaliss. Majo Skouras to Tour 
ault w iw is a complete 1 
lack of tempo. Performers stroll as Sones lem sae eee 
onto the stage long after their in- | However, it was postponed when 
troductory music has finished, and |Telaticns between the U.S. and 
take as much time as they wish to | Russia worsened. He said he had 
get settled, which results in long no specific plans to discuss motion 
periods of silence, |pictures with the Reds, but add 
Artists like Sofia Mey and Igor|he was interested “in what they 
Divov, with a remarkable puppet |are doing technically and other- 
act, make up a lot of lost ground | wise.” 
with a routine which bubbles over! possibility is seen that Skouras 
with humor. The pup are life-| wij make the trip in some official 
like down to their finger joints. capacity as far as the American 
and they get by far the best h Government is concerned. Asked 
of the show with a satire on con- | day whether he wes ‘going as 
cert hall singers. Twin brother Monday : P 
; |a “private person,” Skouras nod 
yy — , Pm — hg nm ded assent. He said he could not 
are a couple of topliners in their | . - 7 
field, .|talk with the Soviets re the pur- 
Clad veuties ot" , “and chase of American pix “since that's 
tumbling. Nikolai Stalnoy pro-|the domain of Eric Johnston. He 
duces a fair amount of comedy.|and Johnston obvious!y have dis- 
Bent double and wearing two sets cussed the swing inty Red terri- 
of boots and topcoats, he trans- | torv. 
forms himself into a couple of| However, said Skouras, “I've 
fighting urchins. Folk dancing by | always said that I am against sell- 
Larisa Brusitsina and Dimitri/ing films to the Russians, or any 
Khorkov is subdued. One novel) other Communist government, un- 
entry comes from a trio of girls jess they are sold just as they 
Feeney es ot tt |are in the United States. I don't 
ments. They sing “Over The Sea fewey te a them select just 
ig ote a ash, which results | Russia to date has refused to buy 
Alfred Van Dam and his orch | Hollywood product. Moscow wants 
adequately showcase the bill which | U.S. films, but on an exchange 
is in for two weeks before moving rather than a cash basis. 
to another nabe location ‘and | Skouras expects to be back home 
should attract fairly good b.o. from in late October or early Novem- 
the curious, Bary. ber. 

















up, is local comedian who gains | 


| “States with Pretty Names,” by 
| Elliott Baker. 
“Time to Be Rich,” by Julian 


t. 
“Trouble with Girls,” by Charles 
oP Miller. 


“Will and the Way,” by Michael 
|H. Molloy. 
| -“With Respect to Joey,” by 
|Ernest Pendrell (Eddie Bracken). 
Untitled comedy by Fred Car- 


michael. 
Musicals 

“Anyone for Love,” by Burton 
Crane and Jane Douglass ‘Irene 
Manning, Renato Cibelli). 

“Half in Earnest,” Vivian Ellis 
adaptation of Oscar Wilde's “Im- 
portance of Being Earnest” (Anna 
Russell). 

“Home James,” 
| announced. 
“Mistress of the Inn,” by Don 
| Walker and Ira Wallach, based on 
Carlo Goldoni’s “La Locandiera.” 


| 


Costello Link 


\— Continued from page | Goa 


| also headed Bond Estate Co., owner 
lof the Tropicana. Indiana author- 
|ities ordered the insurance com- 
| pany to dispose of its holdings in 
| the Tropicana last year. 
| Other niteries which have loans 
outstanding from Guarantee Re- 
serve and are financially involved 
with Jaffe are Fontainebleau in 
Miami Beach, Flamingo in Vegas 
land Tahoe Village in Lake Tahoe, 
Nev. 
| Evidence of underworld cash 
backing the Nevada cafes could 
'result in revocation of the licenses 
lof those gambling casinos. New 
| York police stated that they are 
trying to link Frank Costello to the 
Tropicana through Guarantee Re- 
| serve, according to the Daily News. 


no authorship 
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N.Y. Legit Takes to the Outdoors; 
Boat’ at Jones Beach, 2 in the Park 


By JESSE GROSS 

New York is on an al fresco legit 
kick. Open air theatrical activity 
has spread from oceanside Jones 
Beach, L.L, to the city’s Central 
Park and other borough greener- 
ies. It's a movement that currently 
involves three separate  produc- 
tions, two commercial and the 
other a cuffo-admission project. 

The highlight of the outdoor de- 
velopment is the opening of Cen- 
tral Park to legit production. This 
picturesque area has long been 
sought as a theatrical showcase. 
Last week it was the site of concur- 
rent revivals of the operetta, 
“Rosalie,” and Shakespeare's “Ro 
meo and Juliet.” 

“Show Boat,” at Jones Beach is a 
repeat of last year’s stand at the 
waterfront Marine Amphitheatre, 
where summer legit has been a 
fixture for the past few years. The 
spread to the parks, however, was 
initiated last year at the East River 
Amphitheatre by the group cur- 
rently responsible for the “Romeo 
and Juliet” production. 

Of the revival trio, “Show Boat” 
and “Rosalie” are commercial ven- 
tures. The former is again being 
presented by Guy Lombardo, while 
the latter is the initial legittuner 
production of Michael P. Grace and 
Chris F. Anderson in a_contem- 

“plated summer musical series at 
the park. “Romeo and Juliet,” op- 
erating sans admission charge, 
played Central Park as the opener 
in a tour of parks in the city’s 
other boroughs. It’s being pre- 
sented by Joseph Papp for the 
Shakespeare Workshop. 

The Jones Beach entry is by far 
the most elaborate and appealing 
of the three productions. “Romeo 
and Juliet” is a satisfactory item 
and a credit to all concerned with 
the free-admission venture. “Rosa- 
lie,” however, is another case en- 
tirely. It’s an amateurish produc- 
tion 

The low-calibre of the operetta 
not only drew strong critical pans, 
but also cued the New York Post 
to do a special story on the “tur- 
key,” which “cast doubt about the 
whole future of show-business-in- 
the-park .. .” The production was 
slated to open June 24, but was 
rained out that night. However, 
prior to the downpour, Grace had 
wired the critice requesting they 
hold off reviewing the show until 
Wednesday night (26). It’s under- 
stood the cast urged Grace to send 
the wires. 

Most of the aislesitters turned up 
Tuesday (25) night, apparently 





Rosalie . 

Michael P. Grace & Chris F. Anderson 
gevivel of musical comedy in two acts 
(13 scenes), with music by Sigmund Rom- 
berg and George Gershwin, iyrics by 
I Gershwin & P. d 
by William Anthony McGuire & Guy 
Bolton, adapted by Stella Unger. Addi- 
tional songs by Cole Porter, Staged by 


Felix Brentano, choreography, Goetreta 


Holder; costumes and scenery, Ra 

Pene du Bois; musical condutcor, Joe 
Stopak, Stars Mimi Benzell, David Brooks, 
Henny Youngman; features Helen Wood, 
Kelly Brown, Ruth McDevitt, Robert 
Shawley, Harold Gary, Jack David, 
Geoffrey Holder, Carmen de _Lavallade, 
William Milie. 








Off-B’ way Show - 


The Country Wife 





farce ed aa Willis % 
-comedy y 
ised him. Both he and Miss Unger | Features Frances “Shive Bani 


Stephen 





Malet, William Ball, 
feel that the lack of ample re- | Janney. Staged and designed by Porter;' 
hearsal time was the major reason | peste ’y “yh + *,- 


| Cast: Willi Ball, Dodso: 
for the poor showing. The pair, liam Segert. Senior _s ae. 
however, also praise Grace’s talent paw Mg, eB Joes Geldemith, Colgate 
and enterprise. | Joan Kugell, Frances Bternhagen, Seses 
As presented, the musical is a | Ebert, Helga von Eiken, Joan Feldman. 
shamble. The book is a hodge- A detached flippancy is. the 
podge, the performances are in- wae re | Mg a “The Countsy 
nae ife, ut it’s lacking in Stephen 
effectual and the amplification sys- | pope. revival of William Wycher- 
tem opening night was on the | jey’s Restoration romp. To project 
blink, causing the sound to vary | the attitudes of the era, as writ- 


violently in pitch. The choreog- | ‘te? in this salty lark, the charac- 
sophy ty Gealtvey Babies, ters must be achieved with debo- 


' who | nair ennui, and scandalous lines ut- 

also dances in the production, is | tered with tranquil imnocence. 
for the most part unrelated to the | The company at the Renata Thea- 
story, although it’s okay on its /|tre has a prosair-ness that deprives 
own. The musical is scheduled to| much of “Wife” of its rollicking 
end a two-week run next Sunday |humor. Wycherley was reflecting, 
(7). A night club show is set to }and commenting upon, contempor- 
follow (see separate story in| ary manners and mores, partic- 
Vaudeville section). uarly as lived by urban idlers, and 
“ ” “ a bawdy time they evidently had 

Show Boat” and “Romeo and : ; , 
Juliet” both opened last Thursday | ft, But a suggestive line spoken 
(27) night. Reviewers attending | .4q apparent “actor awareness” 
the Jones Beach production were | oan reduce a zesty double entendre 
driven in hired limousines to Lom- | ¢o the stature of a mere joke. 
bardo’s East Point House eatery in | Fortunately, as the bumpkin 
Freeport, L. I., for dinner prior to | wife who is alertly over-eager to 
the performance, and then back to| discover 17th century London’s 
the city after the show. gaming ways, Frances Sternhagen 

Coincidentally, “Show Boat” and|has the needed airiness. She 
“Rosalie” both preemed on Broad- | Shows a lively interest in adventure 
way during the 1927-28 season, the |@* Tepresented by men, and the 
former, though, is the sturdier of | scene in which she learns to write 
the two. The book has more sub- |2 !ove-letter, gamboling on the floor 
stance an dthe score more vitality mg kitten, ‘ the richest moment 
. : : “¢ ag |in the revival. 
eg eel ge Rhea As her crabbedly jealous, mid- 

my  maxe ’ |dleaged husband, Mr. Pinchwife, 


River,” “Can't Help Lovin’ Dat) ,:thur Malet has more difficulty 
Man,” “Life Upon the Wicked | in finding the drollery, although the 
Stage,’ You Are Love” and | crusty character is drawn with com- 
Bill. pact energy. Joyce Ebert, as the 


The Jerome Kern, Oscar Ham-| country wife’s more sophisticated 
merstein 2d-Edna Ferber tuner is | yet more sedate sister, speaks and 
well performed, both musically | plays with befitting charm, and as 
and dramatically. The physical | the aptly named Mr. Sparkish, 
production is colorful and imagina-|Leon Janney cavorts impishly 
tive, with the actual docking of the | about with blithe ignorance of fe- 


; male infidelity. 
—— ge + Tate itn The revival has been produced, 


It's a class offering. | directed and designed by Stephen 

Heading the cast are Andy De-| porter. In his unit sets, he has 
vine as Captain Andy, Helena | set a capital tone for th® produc- 
Bliss as Julie, David Atkinson as /tion, his economical grey-hued 
Gaylord Ravenal, Gloria Hamilton scenery boasting a simple elegance, 
and Althea Douglas’ costuming 





G. Wodehouse, book | Ell 


At Theatre Under the | Sport 
25, °57; 


~ . vividly complements the settings. 
G ee Bent musicat | Had Porter been able to induce a 
a on taal tone . similar unaffected style in his com- 


drama in two acts (13 scenes), with book , 2 
and lyrics Hammerstein 24 | pany, Wycherley’s caustic farce 


by Oscar 
“ bs house), : : * 
music ‘by Jerome Kern, based on the | might brag more consistent spar 
novel by Edna Ferber. Staged by Regi- | kle. Geor, 
nald Hammerstein; dances and musical 
numbers staged by Lee Sherman; pro- 
duction supervision, John Kennedy; set- 
tings and lighting, Albert Johnson: cos- 
tumes, Michael Travis; musical direction, 
Fred Dvonch; orchestrations, Robert Rus- | 
sell Bennett. At Marine Theatre, Jones 
Beach, N. Y., June 27, ‘57; $4.40 top. 

on 066006 deenseerveg ee Scott Moore 

Cveceovessecesetes Evans Thornton 
.-Donald Farnworth 
oonees copeeeeeu en Helen Dowdy 


Legit Followup 







Damn Yankees 
(COLISEUM, LONDON) 
Helen Raymond London, June 26. 
-»-Andy Devine Elizabeth Seal has taken over 


Wa yea. - eu Wills Jr, the femme lead, Lola, in the Lon- 









Rubber Face Bd sqoqdeoes Henry Lawrence |don production of “Damn Yan- 
Julie .. sas eaeetness paigiena Bliss | kees,” succeeding Belita, who had 
Valion **'*"*! ***"""Gharles Massinger |t0 quit on doctors orders after 
Magnolia ..... oa Gloria Hamilton — Rca mating ay | bye = 
a 00 ance rer cael . m C. Sm the show’s run. or iss Sea ’s 
Jeb otsman -++-: Bichary vid ‘Kurlan | the biggest break to date. She ste: 

SN eletalht babes seat Judy Sargent | into the role with a seeming world 
Soeaets -- Herbert Mazzini,, Casper Hoos |of confidence, and adds new spar- 

ames ° » 


Strong Woman ............Lucette Bowers | kle to the production, 













; be 37; ‘ 

Seep Coed Cae ES Po Saw Dahomey King -..Albert Popwelt| Miss Seal, an unknown chorus 
Capt. Banner ........... old ndiady ..... sro Sara *ioye | dancer until she made a spectacu- 
Corp. Applewaite .......RoRert Ghawler | PiBel’ ...»-...s poloty’ Beenuan {lar personal hit as the featured 
PS . 3509 veh okeeee . John Dennis | Jake ..........046 eees | 
et Henny Youngman | Jim ceases David Kurlan comedienne-hoofer, Gladys, x the 
Capt. Rabisco .... we Chet O’Brien an t re :-- Ray Cook | 7 ondon ition of “Pajama Game,” 
Wat Boy a .... David Williams | Doorman At Trocadero... .Theodore Hines - 4 
Mary O’Briep écnquaienttel Helen Wood | Lottie ...............0005- Ethel Madsen | recently clicked in a change-of. 
aie — ova | DON oo escent Barbara Saxby | pace assignment, the dramatic role 
Quses .... . ...pccevnccsees Ruth MeDevitt y eee : oyd | , 
Billy “Delroy tau .... Kelly. Brown Singers: Anita Alpert, n Amouri, | of the we strip P _- _ 
Princess Rosalie -»..Mimi Benzell | Elaine Baker, Adelaide tner, Doras | Tennessee illiams amino 
Dick Fray .. David. Brooks | M. Coveney, Martha Flynn, Katie Hall, | Real. 
Senato® Mug@g .........5..5 Jab. Davis | Juanita King, Stradella Anne Lawrence As the femme-fatale Lola, she 
SIRI... oi. duienamnatain Dale Monroe | Ethel Madsen, Jean Maggio, Bonnie Jo . 4 J 
Colonel Jack Davis | Marquis, Sheila Mathews, Lois Monroe, not only impresses anew as a 

Singers: Dolores Murden, Nancy Radcliff, Barbara | dancer, but handles the songs as if 


Pat Greenwood, Lorraine 
Lynn, Marlys Johnston, Patricia Hall, 


Joyee Carroll, Laurie Franks, Bob Neu- 
kum, Dale Monroe, Larry Mitchell, David 
Williams, Bruce McKay, Lee Book. 


Dancers: Lou Comacho, Marcia Hewitt, 
Ruby Herndon, Kathleen Stanford, Rob 
ert St. Clair, William Inglis, William Mil 


ler, Gunnar Spencer, Robert Lone. 





working on the principle that if! 


the show was open to the public 
it was therefore open for review 
also. The production had put in 
only a week's rehearsal prior to 
iis preem and was obviously not 
ready to open when it did. How- 
ever, beyond that, Stella Unger, 
billed as adaptor of the tuner’s 
book, claims that the presentation 
does not have the remotest connec- 
tion with what she wrote. 

She says she could have gone to 
the Dramatists Guild and objected, 
but didn’t because it would have 
tied up the operation. Henny 
Youngman, one of the show’s head- 


Set the billing he claims was prom- 








| Marie Foster, as Ellie. Except for | 
| Devine and Wills, who scores on 
| the terping, they are all repeating 
liners, was miffed because he didn’t | Toles they had in the production 


ee ee - 


Saxby, Mary Thompson, Audrey Vander- | > wer " ’ 
pool, “Barbara Webb, Gilbert Adkins. | ‘hey were written for her. She's 
Charles Aschmann, Walter Brown, Thom: | poised, peppy and winning, bol- 
as Carey. Ray Cook, James J. Fox, An- | stering the baseball musical in 
Head, Theodore Hines, Hugh Hurd, Wan- places where Belita struck out be- 
za King. Jonathan Kinsler, Henry Lawr- | Cause of her inadequacy as a sing- 
ence, William McDaniel, Herbert Mazzini.|er, Numbers like “Whatever Lola 
Stan Page, Benjamin Raisen, Howard | w nts” and “A Little Brains 
Roberts, Casper Roos, Feodore Tedick,| ants and e aims, & 
r. L. Thomas, Roy ‘Thompson, Laurence | Little —_ ae now = 

a*son, Horace n. stampeders, Also a _ standout 

Dancers: Beverl B a, © tt t , 
Bowers, Shirley Cook, Maria Costoss, | Who's Got the Pain,” her song- 
Sally Gura, Christine Lawson, Audrey | and-dance number with Bob Stevy- 
Pearl’ Revaelas  Makel totter endell. | enson. 

eynolds, a > y | . . - " 

Sargent, Ella mpson, Mona Jo Tritsch. | Miss Seal’s vitality has appar- 
Zecaueline Walcott, Nikki Willis, Doris | ently infected the rest of the cast, 

right, Ajvin ey, y Clay, ert/and “Damn Yankees” now zings 
Thomas Johnson, r Me- | : ri 
Kayle, George "Millen Chaves woos, | along entertainly. It could be the 
Ernest Parham, Harold Pierson, Felix | hypo to turn’a moderate show into 


| White, Clinton Williams. ja hit. 





Myro, 





as Magnolia, Helen Raymond as 
Parthy Ann, William C. Smith as|, Cedrie Hardwicke will direct 


Joe, Lou Wills Jr., k, | he ee ee See 
s Jr., as Frank, and planned for Broadway production 


next September by Courtney Burr 
and Malcolm Pearson, in associa- 
tion with Liska March, who's asso- 
ciated with the Actors Studio in 
an administrative capacity, 





(Continued on page 61) 


Inside Stuff—Legit 
Guy Lombardo, whose floating production of “Show Boat” opened 
Thursday night (27)-for its second summer run at Jones Beach (N.Y.) 


Marine Theatre, was apparently determined to avoid the mixup 
over working press facilities that marked his initial sponsorship of the 


:|show last year. He served Ginner for the reviewers this time at his 


own restaurant, East Point House, Freeport, L. I. Another switch 
was to have the press reps picked up at Sardi’e restaurant, N.Y. instead 
of at the Roosevelt Hotel, N.Y., as last year. 

The Kitch last summer was that when the reviewers arrived at Jones 
Beach in hired limousines, the municipally-owned restaurant, run on 
a concession basis by the Brass Rail management, was mobbed by big- 
wigs invited by Parks Commissioner Robert Moses. The food looked 
appetizing, but the newspaper men couldn’t get served until they 
— rank on a couple of employees, who set up card tables and 
chairs. 





The price of souvenir booklets for Broadway shows is now generally 
75c. instead of 50c.. The 50% increase apparently reflects several 
factors, including higher publishing and distributing costs, a-decreasing 
percentage buyers among theatregoers and the feeling among the 
souvenir booklet agents that there is almost as much sale at 75c as at 
50c.- The souvenir market is nothing like as profitable as it was a 
decade or more ago, but despite the recent price increase, business is 





fairly good. ™ 





Shows Abroad 


Less Than Kind 


London, June 28. 

London Arts Theatre Committee pres- 
entation of three-act drama by Derek 
Monsey. Stars Diane Cilento, Catherine 
Lacey. Setting. John ‘pers staging, 
Yvonne Mitchell. At Arts Theatre Club, 
London, June 27, °57; $1.75 top. 
TD. ceetveeseccsseragaans Diane Cilento 
Catherine Lacey 

Andre Morell 
Michael § ..ccccoccocces: Jeremy Burnham 
Andrew Ray 
Jane Jordan Rovers 
-...+. Joe Gibbens 








This first play by dramatic critic 
Derek Monsey, directed by his 
wife Yvonne Mitchell, proves a 
poor prop for the talent of at least 
three members of the cast, Cath- 
erine Lacey, Diane Cilento and 
Andre Morell. Opening in a heat- 
wave didn’t improve audience re- 
action, which was unresponsive to 
the impressionistic study of ado- 
lescent leve problems in modern 
Venice. 

Over-possessive filial ties, re- 
sulting in neurotic offspring, is the 
keynote of the story which is pain- 
stakingly unravelled, rounded off 
with a protracted climax. The 
mother languishes in a decaying 
Venetian palace after her hus- 
band’s death, smothering her two 
children with devotion. She tries 
to keep her daughter from return- 
ing to her American husband, but 
the girl is more swayed by the 
appeal of her young brother, who 
is also emotionally involved. Their 
unusually close ties would perhaps 


have seemed more plausible and | 4’ 
less wholesome had they been | Do 


twins. 

Morell strolls in and out as an 
English lord of evil reputation, in- 
fluencing the youth to the point 


remained on with his wife and 
secretary after a dam-building job 
is done, have a lavish temple in 
which they perform the mumbo 
jumbo of devilish pagan rites to a 
new god Moo. Their practices are 
even more bloodthirsty than the 
heathens. They slaughter visitors 
and use their blood for ceremonial 
services, 

George Devine makes almost be- 
lievable the gradual change from 
a solid working man to a high 
priest of ruthless dedication, end- 
ing as a doddering nonentity in a 
wheelchair. Joan Plowright, as his 
wife, has difficulty in keeping the 
mischievous glint from her eyes, 
and snatches all the humor that is 
going. . 

John Osborne contributes a pol- 
ished performance as the musically 
inclined secretary and Martin 
Miller is a ripe, unconvinced old 
native. The story iz made more 
macabre by the eerie background 
music. Tony Richardsor has han- 
dled the tricky staging ~. 

tlem. 





La Casa de Los Sicte 
Baleones 
(House of Seven Balconies) 


Buenos Aires, June 13. 
Argentine Comedy Co. preseritation of 
three-act drama by ‘o Casona. 
Stars Luisa Vehil. Staged by Alejandro 
Casona; assistant, Juan Vehil; scenery, 








othe: 
of suicide and out-Cowarding Cow- 
Alicia 


ard in his suave moralizing. Miss 
Cilento, in her first appearance 
since the breakdown that robbed 
her of the lead in the musical 
“Zuleika,” plays a mixed-up girl 
who’s uncertain whether to go 
back to a cheating husband or 
marry the nobleman’s son. The 
role is a trial for any actress, and 
she comes through creditably. 
Miss Lacey, always an artist, 
does excellent work as the vacillat- 
ing mother. Andrew Ray is not 
sufficiently separated from his 
juvenile roles to give life and real- 
ism to the character of the son. 
The girl he has set his heart on is 
charmingly played by Jane Jordan 
Rogers, who radiates sympathetic 
understanding. Clem, 





The Making of Moe 


London, June 26. ‘ 


English Stage C r ©! 
hree-act drama by Nigel Dennis. Staged 
by Tony Richardson. At Royal Court 








a 
\ am 
Sergeant 


WVED ccocreckecsede Anthony Creighton 
Robert Stephens 
rrr James Villiers 





Continuing its policy of pre- 
senting mostly new and unortho- 
dox plays, the English Stage Co.'s 
latest recruit to its re is a 
satire on religious cults by Nigel 
Dennis. It’s somewhat better than 
his previous opus, “Cards of Iden- 
tity,” which preemed here last 
year. 

“The Making of Moo.” which 
debunks the craze for new forms 
of fanatical worship, is written 
and put over in serio-comic style. 
As a novelty, it arouses interest, 
but could not be classed as good 
theatre, and is unlikely to hazard 
a separate solo production. 

In an unspecified British colony, 
a constructional engineer who has 








In these days of sophisticated 
problem plays, this poetic phan- 
tasy of Casona’s seems anachronic, 
a period piece with its ghosts, sen- 
timentality and dramatic suicide 
climax. 

The production is notable mainly 
for beautiful performances by Luisa 
Vehil as a somewhat daffy spin- 
ster, Frauk Nelson as her mute 
nephew and Paquita Vehil as an 
ambitious peasant girl who wants 
to be mistress of the House of 
Seven Balconies in nothern Spain. 

The story concerns the decay of 
a noble family, whose last sur- 
vivors are the mute boy and his 
simple aunt; who can communi- 
cate with each other without 
words. They live in mansion with 
the boy’s dissipated, cruel peasant 
father, his evil mistress-house- 


— ; 
e feeble-minded aunt is cun- 
ning enough to the secret 


. guard 
ine | Of a family treasure’s hiding-place, 


the others live to find it and be 
rid of her. The lad lives in dreams 
with the spirits of his dead mother, 
grandfather and sister. The plot- 


11 | ters finally trick the off lady into 


revealing her secret, but when they 
have her sent away t> an asylum 
the youth commits suic:de. 
Notwithstarding fine acting, the 
story drags, despite geod second- 
act suspense. Some phases of the 
production are ~. For in- 
stance, the ghosts are solidly cor- 
poreal, and the soun@ effects are 
faulty, Although the play has al- 
ready run beyond 75 performances, 
it is not a money-maker because 
of a big cast and the fact that it 
has only once or twice done capac. 
ity business, Nid. 





Tom Pincu is back as lighting 
director for his fourth season at 
the Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., while Ronald Much- 
nick and Aristides Gazetas are 
press rep and scenic designer, re- 
spectively. 
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N.Y. Legit's Playbill Mag-Like Format 


Advertisers After Sept. 30 Must Take Full Run, 
Not Pick Their Shows 








The Playbill, official program for 
New York theatres, gets a new 
format and new policy, effective 
Sept. 30. The new management, 
which took over the publication 
about six months ago, aims to slant 
it more on the lines of a weekly 
feature magazine than formerly. 

Playbill will have the same page 
size as before, but booklet will 
have the same number of pages for 
all shows during any given week, 
to a maximum of 68 and minimum 
of about 48 or so, depending on 
the ads. The management already 
has new binding machinery on/! 
order and will buy new printing | 
equipment at a total cost of around 
$100,000. 

An important policy change: ad- 
vertisers will no longer be al- 
lowed to select certain shows for 
space, but will be required to take 
the entire week's run of the Play- 
bill. The total annual circulation 
of the publication is said to be 
over 10,000,000, including a mini- 
mum of 215,000 weekly during the 
39 weeks of October-through-June, 
and 130,000 a week during the July, 
August-September period. 

Rates will be $1,200 per page, 
$600 for half-page and $335 quar- 
ter-page during the regular season 
and, respectively, $650, $325 and 
185 during the summer. Bulk dis- 
counts will be up to 30% for 52 
pages and frequency discounts will 
be up to 25% for 52 weeks. 

Although the Playbill will con- 
tinue to be stitched into a single 
booklet, there will be two sec- 
tions. Excluding the four cover 
pages, the outside 32 pages (16 


(Continued on page 61) 


Shuberts Ask to Shift 
Goldman’s Suit to N.Y. 
Action Seeks $3,125,000 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

The Shuberts moved last week 
in U.S. District Court here to have 
indie theatre owner William Gold- 
man’s $3,125,000 conspiracy suit 
against them transferred to New 
York. Harold E. Konn, counsel 
for the plaintiff, fought the bid to 
shift the case to Manhattan, and 
charged that dummy corporations 
operate the four local Shubert 
houses, the Locust, Forrest, Wal- 
nut and Shubert. 

The attorney also accused de- 
fendents of ticket scalping, as part 
of their alleged local monopoly. 
They control the Penn Ticket 
Agency, he claimed, and have an 
“exclusive arrangement” with the 
Conway Agency. “Jacking up 
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‘Hole’ $35,104 in the Red 
On $85,000 Investment 


“Hole in the Head” still had $35,- 
104 to recoup as of June 1. For 
the ensuing two weeks the Arnold 
Schulman comedy-drama had an 
operating profit, but business slip- 
ped for the last fortnight. The 
Producers Theatre presentation -is 
currently in its 19th week at the 
Plymouth Theatre, N.Y. 

According-to a June 1 audit, the 
Paul Douglas starrer lost $663 on 
a $19,537 gross for the final week 
in May. Other highlights of the 
accounting follow: 

Original investment, $85,000. 

—.ned back, to date, $53,124. 

Repaid to the backers, $20,000. 

Undistributable assets, $26,000. 

Balance available, $3,896. 


Auto Union May 
Tour Legit Show 


The United Automobile Work- 
ers may move into legit. The 
union, one of the largest in the 
country, is considering sponsoring 
a tour of “A Land Beyond the 
River,” which ended a lengthy run 
at the Greenwich Mews Playhouse, 
N.Y., last Sunday (30). UAW reps 
have been conferring on the mat- 
ter and it’s understood they plan to 
allot $5,000 weekly to the project. 

The union is reportedly looking 
for a theatre in Detroit for the 
initial booking of the Loften Mit- 
chell play. The show would prob- 
ably be sent to Chicago next and 
then tour the union's schools and 
camps. If the venture materializes, 
it’s figured it'll get underway 
around mid-July. The cast of the 
off-Broadway production have been 
informed of the contemplated tour. 

If the UAW project doesn’t work 
out, it’s. possible that the show 
will be revived for a brief run at 
the Colonial Park Amphitheatre, 
N-Y., in August. The prospective 
entry of the Auto Workers into the 
legit field recalls another union 
venture into the theatre. That was 
the Ladies Garment Workers’ pro- 
duction of its summer-camp revue, 
“Pins and Needles,” first for the 
entertainment of union members 
and subsequently in 1937-38 for a 
long run on Broadway. 


ALEC COPPEL PLAY 
SET FOR BROADWAY 











prices on good shews is souring the 
public on legitimate’ theatre,” 
Konn declared. 


“The Joshua Tree,” a thriller by 
British novelist-playwright-scenar- 
ist Alec Coppel, will be produced 


Goldman’s legit house, the Er- | 0n Broadway this fall by the Play- 
langer, can’t get shows because | Wrights Co. The meller, with a 
the Shuberts control booking, pro- | Beverly Hills locale, will probably 


duction, tickets and thea‘res, Konn 
contended during the two-and-a- 
half hour argument on preliminary 
motions. 

C. Russell Phillips, representing 
the defendant, Jacob J. Shubert, 
told the court that the lawsuit 
should be heard in New York, 
“where the Shuberts and their 
records are.” The lawyer sought 
to remove the scalping phase of 
the suit, and to apply a statute of 
limitations on the alleged damages 
and keep the “sideshow” from 
opening here at all. 

Judge William C. Kraft Jr., has 
taken the matter under advise- 
ment. 





To Renovate N.Y.’s Alvin 
For Mid-Oct. Reopening 


With “No Time for Sergeants” 
due to vacate the house Aug. 17. 
the Alvin Theatre, N. Y., will be 
renovated, with all new seats, plus 
repainting, recarpeting and per- 
haps a chemical air-conditioning 
system to replace the present ma- 
chine using ice and blower-fans. 

It’s figured the work should be 
completed by about mid-October, 
in time to house one of the new 
season's productions. However, no 
booking is set thus far. Herman 
Bernstein is general manager of 
the theatre, which is owned by 
CBS. 


be staged by Reginald Denham. 
Three stars will be required, but 
have not been cast. Rehearsals are 
tentatively scheduled to start late 

August. 

Although Coppel has never been 
represented on Broadway, his “I 

{led the Count” was a London 
success in 1937-38 and he has au- 
thored numerous novels, plays and 
screen treatments, the latter in- 
cluding “The Captain’s Paradise.” 


Name New Theatre for 
 Ex-Stude Julie Harris 


Steamboat Springs. Col., July 2. 

The Julie Harris Theatre, named 
for the Broadway star who was a 
student here some years ago, will 
open July 26 with a tryout of “A 
Bridge to the Collines Brules,” by 
Charlotte: Perry, based on the nov- 
el, “Wedding Dance,” »y Anne de 
Tourville. The playhouse is a new 
addition to the Perry-Mansfield 
School of the Theatre operated 
here by Miss Perry and Portia 
Mansfield. 

Also due for presentation during 
the four-week season are premieres 
of two ballets, “Chrysalis,” 
choreographed by Helen -Tamiris 
to Music by Stavinsky, Aug. 2-3, 
and “Three Trees,” choreographed 
by Jacqueline Cecil to music by 
Ravel, Copeland and Debussy, Aug. 
10. Danie] Nagrin, husband of Miss 
Tamaris, will be guest lead in 
“Chrisalis.” 








Strictly Sustaining 

The N. Y. Stock Exchange 
will not accept paid commer- 
cial announcements on its 
ticker tape. It has refused 
such a bid from the manage- 
ment of “Auntie Mame.” Ac- 
cording to Charles Klem, vice- 
president, “The Exchange has 
always limited the use of the 
stock ticker to reports of Ex- 
change transactions, plus occa- 
sional civic and charitable no- 
tices and to announcements by 
the Exchange itself.” 

Arthur Cantor, pressagent 
for “Mame,” as well as for 


“Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night” and “Most Happy 
Fella,” made the suggestion 
for purchase of legit-show 


plugs on the ticker tape in a 
letter to Keith Funston, Ex- 
change president. 


‘Cat’ Back as NY. 
Summer Twofe 


“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” cur- 
rently playing a tour-ending en- 
gagement in Chicago, will prob- 
ably be brought back to Broadway 
for a repeat stand on two-for-ones. 








with Marjorie Siecle as_ star, 
would go into the Coronet or 
Morosco Theatre, starting July 15 
or 22, 

With the present cast and re- 
vised operating setup, it’s figured 
that the Playwrights Co. produc- 
tion could break even at a weekly 
gross of about $12,000-$13,000. 
The idea is that with the antici- 
pated business pickup in August, 
largely due to heavy convention 
bookings in New York, the Pulitzer 
and Critics Circle prize-winner of 
1954-55 would be able to make 
additional profit after recouping 
the cost of transfer back to town 
and such other expenses as the 
necessary advertising splurge. 


‘Gang Way’ Budget 3006; 
Authors Get 10% of Net; 
Stevens Repaid $13,075 


“Gang Way,” musical being pro- 
duced by Robert E. Griffith & Har- 
old S. Prince, is capitalized at $300,- 
000, with no provision for overcall. 
The show, with book by Arthur 
Laurents, music by Leonard Bern- 
stein and lyrics by Bernstein and 
Steve Sondheim, is currently in re- 
hearsal under the direction of Jer- 
ome Robbins, and after a tryout 
tour is scheduled to open Dec. 26 





New York. 
In addition to their weekly au- 
thor royalties, Laurents, Bernstein 


and Son ‘heim will get 10° of the 
profits, after which the manage- 
ment and backers will split the 
remainder on a 50-50 basis. Sharing 
in the management end will be 
Roger L. Stevens, who previously 
held an option on the show.->Ste- 
vens is also being reimbursed by 
the production for $13,075 paid by 
him as preliminary expense, includ- 
ing $5,500 advance to the authors 
and $5,000 fee to the designer. 

The estimated production budget 
for the show includes $65,000 for 
scenery, $10,000 for properties, 
$55,000 for costumes, $20,000 for 
lighting, $11,000 advance for direc- 
tion and choreography, $15,000 pre- 
liminary advertising, $20,000 for 
orchestrations, $19,000 rehearsal 
expense, $32,500 miscellaneous «x- 
pense (including authors advances, 
legal fees, hauling, setting up, gen- 
eral and company manager salaries, 
office expense, payroll taxes, in- 
surance, hospitalization, etc.), $20,- 
000 for union bonds and $32,500 re- 
serve. 

“Gang Way” (the title is due to 
be changed) is the first Griffith 
and Prince production in which 
Frederick Brisson has not been 
partnered, and the first not staged 
and co-authored by George Abbott. 


Hilltop Moving Back 


Baltimore, July 2. 
The Hilltop Theatre, currently in 
its 20th strawhat season, will move 
back next summer to its old loca- 
tion at nearby Lutherville, Md. 
However, it will occupy new quar- 
ters there. 





situated there before moving to its 
present spot at Emerson Farms, in 
Brooklandville, Md., northwest of 





here, 


Court OK’s McConnell Ban on Block 
Ticket Sales to Unlicensed Buyers 


+ 
+ 





Equity Sets Rep Rules; 
$100 Minimum Wage 


A standard contract covering 
dramatic repertory groups has 
been set up by Actors Equity. It 
represents months of on-and-off 
discussion. Minimums have been 
set at $75 weekly for rehearsal and 
$100 weekly from the start of per- 
formances. 

The pact is designed to ‘cover 
operations “employing a perman- 
ent company of at least 12 players 
who shall be guaranteed at least 
six consecutive weeks at contract- 
ual salary. The object of such 
companies shall be the production 





of two or more plays which shall 
| be alternaieiy scheduled.” 


- The purchase of New York legit 
| tickets for resale or redistribution 
;}can be made only by licensed 
| brokers. That's the crux of three 
|reecent N.Y. Supreme Court :de- 
cisions in cases contesting the 
validity of a ruling by N.Y. City 
License Commissioner Bernard J 
O'Connell forbidding theatres from 
selling more than nine tickets to an 
unlicensed buyer. 

The latest of the deeisions was 
made last week by Justice Arthur 
Markewich in relation to an action 
brought against the License Dept. 
by Harry P. Chetkin, who operates 
the brokerage concession in the 
Bamberger department store in 
Newark, N.J. The jurist had pre- 
viously ruled that theatre tour op- 
erations, also hit by the Commis- 
sioner'’s ban, were eligible for li- 
censing provided separate offices 
were set up to handle the ticket 


The Tennessee Williams wane. “Journey Nears 


at the Winter Garden Theatre, | $80,000 


wun the one of her differences 


The union's repertory committee | phase of the operation. 
|is now working on conditions for a| The other ruling upholding the 
|contract to cover musical repertory | Commissioner's regulation was 
| groups. made by Justice Francis X. Conlon 
in an action brought by Sylvia 
Siegler, who operates Ticket Clubs 
of New Jersey, Inc., in Jersey city 
Appeals are expected in some of 
these cases, but as it stands now, 
he Commissioner's rule holds. 


t 
| Under the regulation, anyone 
ro purchasing 10 or more tickets to a 
b Broadway show has to answer a 


| questionaire stipulating the reason 
“Long Day's Journey Into) for the bulk buy. The theatres are 
Night” has thus far earned a gross|#!so prohibited from selling any 


: tickets to an unlicensed customer 
profit of about $150,000, of which | heieved to be making the purchase 


the backers’ share represents al-| for resale pur : 
most 100% profit on their $80,000! ‘The ruling automatically curtails 
investment. That's based on a! out-of-town brokers and theatre 
June 1 audit, plus estimated sub-! party agents from acquiring tickets 
sequent earnings. to N.Y. shows, since they're out- 
After a 34-week Broadway run,| side the jurisdiction of the N.Y. 
the posthumous Eugene O'Neil | License Dept. However, there’s a 
prize-winner shuttered last Satur-| possibility that a plan may be 
day night (29) in order to play a| worked out whereby the hinterland 
five-day engagement beginning | operations will be able to open of- 
last night (Tues.) at the Paris Fes-! fices in N.Y. and therefore obtain 
tival. Then it lays off until Aug. | licenses. 
19, when it resumes at the Helen! 

















In recent months the Jose Quin- 
Due at Adelnhi Nov. 15 

pacity attendance. The drama’s| 
distinguished work but probably ¢aj) with Julie Harris and Laurence 


Hayes Theatre, N. Y., with Fred-! . e 
ric March and Florence Eldridge | Jyhie Harris-Larry Harvey 
tero-Theodore Mann-Leigh Con- 
nell production has been caren] 
| “The Country Wife,” William 
continued popularity has been 8/ Wycherley’s Restoration comedy, 
too heavy for general appeal. Harvey tarred. The show will be 
Highlights of the June first ac-| presented by Malcolm Wells & 


continuing as costars. 
: "9 
In ‘The Country Wife 
around $6,000 a week at near-ca- 
surprise, as it had been figured a! wij; be revived on Broadway this 
counting include the following: Daniel Blum, in partnership with 


Original investment repaid), the Playwrights Co., opening Nov. 

‘ated 15 at the Adelphi, N. Y. 

Total gress profit to date. George Devine, who staged a suc- 
$125,237. cessful revival of the play by the 


Distributed profit, $79,000, split | English Stage Co. last winter at the 
evenly between management and! Roval Court Theatre, London, with 
backers. |Harvey and Diana Churchill as 


| stars, will repeat the assignment 

CARROLL BAKER BARN for the Broadway edition. Inciden- 

tally, en off-Broadway presenta- 

tion of “Wife” opened last Wednes- 

DATE HARRIED BY WB aay (26) at _ ae 

Greenwch Village, N. Y. Rut or- 

Chicago, July 2. don starred in click revivals on 

Carroll Baker's differences with! Broadway in the summer of 1955 

her film studio, Warner Bros., have| and at the Old Vic, London, in 

flared up anew and now involve| the fall of 1936. 

the unwitting Drury Lane Summer} wWeils, formerly a managerial 

Theatre; where the actress is} assistant with the Playwrights 

scheduled to open tonight. (Tues.) | co, recently resigned to go on his 

in “Arms and the Man.” own. Blum is the editor of Theatre 
A telegram from WB's legal of-| World and cther show biz books. 
fices a few days ago warned the . 


local strawhat management not to 6 
let Miss. Baker appear in. the play Bard Season Offering 


and ordered the star of “Baby Ticket Sale R | . 


Doll” to report to her studio at 
once. Film company’s wire stated 
it would suffer “irreparable dam- Toledo, July 2. 
ages” if she appeared at Drury Shakespeare under-the-stars has 
come up with an unusual gimmick 
ticket sales for its 


Lane. 
Both the aciress and the barn/to promote 
management have elected to ignore; second summer season at the To- 
the wire, and “Arms” will open/|ledo Zoo Amphitheatres. The ep- 
tonight as planned. Miss Baker)|eration, which got underway last 
says that her attorney, Alfred Rice,| Wednesday (26), is going after out- 
has advised her that she no longer | side organizations to sell discount 
is under contract to WB. | ticket coupons on a money-making 
Jim Monos, operator of Drury | basis. 
Lane, said he had entered into con-| The deal involves the sale of 
tract with Miss Baker's agent, Mu-| coupon books, with the payoff de- 
sic Corp. of America, for her serv-| pendent on the number sold. The 
ices “in good faith and with no } pitch being made by the Shake- 
speare unit covers a minimum 
with the studio. The actress is! purchase of 50 of the coupon books 
also committed to appear in the| for $375. That’s the price to the 
play next week at the Strand Thea- organizations, which, in turn, can 
tre, Long Branch, N.J. peddle them for their full sale 
Miss Baker's falling out with) value of $500. 
began several months ago,| In other words, 




















the organiza- 


WB 
The Don Swann Jr. strawhat was| when she rejected the script for! tions put up $375 for a potential 


a film biog of Diana Barrymore. | $125 profit, The coupon books can 


| She has stated here that she does be sold for $10 each and are ex- 


more changeable for $12 worth of 


not desire to make any 
tickets at the Zoo boxoffice. 


“adults only” pix. 
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Legit Bits 


Howard Lindsay and Dorothy 
Stickney (Mrs, Lindsay) are due 
back in about two weeks from va- 
cation in EnglanG. Lindsay's col- 
laborator an 


producing partner, | 


set Charles Laughton as stager. 
Peter Larkin is designing the 
'sets for “Compulsion.” } 


Max Siegel has been appointed 





Russel S. Crouse, is summering at| general manager of the new legit 


his place at Annisquam, Mass: 
Broadway producer David Mer- 
rick, who resigned from the League 


of N. Y. Theatres about two years | 
ago, has rejoined the managerial | 


association, 


Jan Norris, who recently joined | 


the cast ot “Happy Hunting,” will 
take over as soubrette when Vir- 
ginia Gibson leaves next month to 


vacation, prior to going on tv aS & | spy. former will appear in “A Time 


ici 'To Be Rich” 
Patricia “Simon and Laura.” Incidentally, 
and her busband John Robinson Stone has been appoint- 


“Your Hit Parade” regular. 
Canadian playwright 
Joudry 


| firm formed by Lester Osterman 
}and Lillian Hellman, 

| George Wallace has resumed as) 
male lead in “New Girl in Town” 
j after being out of the show three 
weeks because of illness. 

Pippa Scott and Orson Bean 
have been signed for two separate 
tryout productions at the John 
Drew Theatre, East Hampton, L. I. 


and the latter in 


Steele have taken a year’s lease ON | eq general manager of the straw- 
a house in London. While there | hat. 


Steele hopes to direct the produc- | 


Robert J. Drew is touring in the 


tion of a couple of his wife’s plays. yietor Jory-Irene Manning pack- 
| age of “Holiday for Lovers” in the 


Literary agent Claire Leonard 
has moved on to Los Angeles after 
spending two weeks in Pocatello, 
Idaho, conferring with John Lynn 
on his new play, “Affair at Double 
Rainbow.” 

“The Early Birds,” a new play 


by tv secripter Alan Robin, is 


planned for Broadway production | 


next season by Albert Lewis. 

“The Straight and Narrow,” hu- 
morous novel with an Irish locale, 
by Honor Tracy, has been optioned 
for dramatization and Broadway 
production by TIP (Theatrical In- 
terests Pian, Inc,), the new legit 
investment corporation, 

Personal manager Laura Springer 
eet at Montauk Point, 


Pressagent Joe Lustig is han- 
diing the new Seven Arts Center, 
WN. . from his bed in Mt. Sinai 

ospital, N. Y., where he’s recover- 
om from a broken leg. 

enise Dorin, currently doing a 
ballyhoo tour in behalf of the Al- 
lied Artists picture, “Love in the 
Afternoon,” is being considered for 
parts in the scheduled Broadwa 
shows, “Gay Felons” and “Frenc 
Death” The actress is a native of 


Alsace. 

Russell McLauchlin, longtime 
critic and drama editor of the 
Detroit News until about two years 
ago, has been appointed the official 
New York correspondent of the 
Detroit Athletic Club News. 

“Out of Joint,” a revue with 
songs by Charles Strouse, Lee 
Adams and Sheldon Harnick, has 
been announced for Broadway pro- 
duction next season by Michael 
Ross, who has been a production 
associate on the Perry Como, Sid 
Caesar and Max Liebman tv shews. 

Richard Horner will be general 
manager, Betty Lee Hunt press- 
agent and Bob Weiner production 
assistant for the forthcoming Mar- 
shall Earl-Morgan James produc- 
tion of Stuart Bishop’s new comedy 
“Babylon by Candlelight.” 

“The Trial of Dimitri Karama- 
voy,” a narrative play by Norman 
Rose based on _ Dostoevsky's 
“Brothers Karamazov,” is sched- 
uled for fall presentation as the 
initial venture of Group Six Pro- 
ductions, formed by actors Charles 
Aidman, Lee Phillips and Rose, 
director Norman Hall, playwricht 
James Lee and Robert Sagalyn, 
who was represented on Broadway 
in 1953 as an associate producer of 
“The Frogs of Spring.” 

Stephen Sharmat will be Shep- 
ard Traube’s associate producer on 
“The French Death.” 

George E. Kaufman will direct 
the Broadway production of “Ro- 
manoff and Juliet.” . 

The run of “In Good King 
Charles’ Golden Days” at the 
Downtown Theatre, N. Y., sched- 
uled to close last Sunday (30), has 
been extended indefinitely, with 
the show now skedded to run in 
repertory with “The Beaux Strata- 
gem,” opening at the house July 9. 

Broadway ressagent Phillip 
Bloom has made a London affilia- 
tion with Sylvia Milson Publicity 
Service, Ltd., by which the two 
outfits will represent each other's 
clients in their respective coun- 
tries 


Deborah Weissman is set design- | 
er for the upcoming off-Broadway | 


production of 
dise.” 

“Bus Stop” will be presented by 
Theatre Encore at St. John’s Hall, 
N. Y., beginnin~ July 12. 

“This Is Goggie,” Bentz Plage- 


“Ever Since Para- 


mann’s dramatization of his novel | 


of the same name, is now planned 
for Broadway production next win- 


ter by Otto Preminger, who'll also 


direct. The play was previously 














Summer Theatre Managers: 
use ALTS accounting and report 
forms in your theatre this summer 
Send for free sample set of forms. 
Americon Legitimate Theatre Service 
6000 SUNSET BLVD., Suite 209V 
Hollywood 28, California 





part he understudied on Broadway. 

Mary Ward, longtime publicist 
for the Bershire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., is advance press- 
agent on the upcoming tour of 
“Diary of Anne Frank.” Included 
in the current Stockbridge produc- 
tion staff are Thomas Bleezarde as 
business manager and Harry Oat- 
ridge as house manager. 

Shirl Conway will appear in 
three plays at the Robin Hood The- 
atre, Arden, Del., during three con- | 
secutive weeks beginning July 22. 
The first will be “Primrose Path,” 
with “Light Up the Sky” and 
“Roomful of Roses” following in 
that order. ‘ 

Singer Marion Marlowe will 
make her legittuner debut this 
summer in “The Student Prince” 
at the Iroquois Amphitheatre, 
Louisville, Ky., beginning July 15. 

Groucho Marx will star in “Time 
for Elizabeth” the week of 4° *. 19 
at the Grist Mill Playhouse id- 
over, N.J. The comedy, written by 
Marx and Norman Krasna, had a 
brief Broadway run in 1948 with 
Otto Kruger in the leading role. 
Marx subsequently appeared in it 
himself at the La Jolla (Cal.) Play- 
house. 

Robert Stockbridge is back for 
his sixth season as business man- 
ager of the Hampton (N. H.) Play- 
house, with Fred Sammut as scenic 
designer for his second semester. 
Marie Dellarso has joined the op-| 
eration as pressagent. 

Production personnel at the} 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., | 
includes Charles Mooney, manag- | 
ing director; Peter Candler, gen- 


eral manager; Lillian Stewart, ad-| 


ministrative assistant; Helen Car- | 
ver, pressagent; Allison Stone, 
press assistant; William Stoffel, 
house manager; Arnold Adams, 
boxoffice treasurer; Leonard Val- 
way, assistant treasurer; Gertrude 
Halbritter, subscription secretary; 
Helen Pond and Herbert Senn, 
scene designers; Fred Baker, stage 
manager; Michael Hoyt, assistant 
stage manager; Joseph Hazzard, 
carpenter; Thomas Garrett, light- 
ing designer; Anne Clemence, 
properties; Irene Fagan, costumes, 
and John Jenkins and Robert 
Brand, general technicians. 

Kevin O’Morrison will play the 
lead in “View From the Bridge” 
at the Robin Hood Theatre, Arden, 
Del, the week of Aug. 12. 

Robert Rounseville, currently 
playing the lead in “Student 
Prince” at the St. Louis (Mo.) 
Municipal Theatre, will also appear 
at the spot in “Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana” for two weeks beginning 
July 29. From there he goes to 
Kansas City for an Aug. 19-Sept. 8 
appearance in the Starlight Thea- | 
the Assn. production of “Show | 
Boat.” 

Tom Avera has been set for the | 
male lead in “Silk Stockings” at | 
the Oaldale Musical Theatre, Wall- | 
ingford, Conn., and the Warwick 
(R. I.) Musical Theatre. 
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The Hyde Park (N. Y.) Play- 
house is dropping its Saturday 
|matinee in favor of a 6 p.m. twi- 
|light performance that day. 

The Clinton (Conn.) Summer 
Theatre is instituting a new policy 
of earlybird Sunday evening shows 
| at 7:30 p.m. for the convenience of 
;commuters in the New Haven- 
| Hartford area. 

Publicity for the Shelley Play- 
ers, New Scotland, N. Y., is being 
handled by Francia Gott, a junior 
at the U. of Maine. 

William Greenfield is exiting as 
assistant electrician with the 
Broadway production of “Damn 
Yankees” to work with the State 
College Arena Summer Theatre, 





———— Albany, N. Y. 


| Mackey’s Theatre Agency, lo- 
|cated in the Times Square area, 
is handling ticket and transporta- 
tion arrangements for the Strat- 
ford (Ont.) Shakespearean Festival 
this summer. 

“The Second Oldest Profession,” 
scheduied for a strawhat tryout 
this summer, was inadvertently 


tagged “The Oldest Second Pro- 
in «# recent issue of 


fession” 
VARIETY. 
A New York boxoffice has been 


held by Gertrude Macy, who had | Set up to handle ticket requests for 


the John Drew Theatre, East 
Hampton, L.I. . 
Tom Hughes Sand is advance di- 


rector for “The Primrose Path” 
package, starring Lillian Roth. 


London Legit Bits 


Jack Buchanan has acquired 














Literati 





To Fight Mass. Censorship 

Lining up against legislation to 
establish book censorship in Massa- 
chusetts are the Civil Liberties 


_| groups, the Massachusetts Council 


of Church and legislators battling 
for preservation of free speech. 
They are directing their fire 


Robert Munro’s “The French Mis- | against a measure reported favor- 


tress’ as a personal vehicle. 


The ably by the House Committee on 


author, ineidentally, is now ready-| Ways and Means to establish a 


ing a new play, “Hallelujah 
Brother.” 
The Samuel French agency is 


dickering for the British and Amer- 
ican stock and amateur rights of 
“Time To Speak,” by Sylvia Ray- 
man, whose “Women of Twilight” 
was a London hit but a Broadway 
flop several seasons ago. 

Actress-author-director Charlotte 
Frances is discussing with Laur- 
ence Langner a London produc- 
tion of his and Armima Marshall's 
(Mrs, Langner) “Suzannah and the 
Elders,” a Broadway failure of 
1940-41. 

Conrad Carter and Fred S. Tysh 
have completed the book of a new 
musical entitled “Wedding Bells,” 
based on Dion Boucicault’s “Arrah- 
na-Pogue.” Score is by Ludo 
Philip. Percenter Eric Glass is 
representing the property. 

Indie manager Michael Codron 
bidding for Ralph Peterson’s new 
play “Night of the Ding Dong,” 
now being tried out at the New 
Theatre, Bromley. 


Stock Review 


Carnival King 


Boston, June 21. 
Group 20 Players production of drama 


in three acts (10 scenes and Hlogue) 
by Henry Treece. Stars Fritz eaver, 
Sylvia Short; features Thayer David, 


Peter Donat, Thomas Hill; staged by_l- 
lot Silverstein; production design, Wil- 
liam D. Roberts; 
At Theatre on 


seven-member citizens’ advisory 


!committee to recommend action by 


the attorney-general to prevent 
sale or publication of books and 


other literature they determine to | 


| be obscene or otherwise objection- 


ithe Gresne  ‘Wellesey boo 


able. 





Ben Hogan’s Award 

Ben Hogan was termed “one of 
the greatest golfers of all time” 
in a decision by Judge Peter F Ha- 
gan in Philadelphia's Common 
Pleas Court awarding the golf pro 
$5,000 in compensatory damages 
from New York publisher A, S. 
Barnes Co. 

The suit was filed by Hogan in 
1955 charging that author Dave 
Camerer had used his name and 
pictures of him practicing with- 
out permission in a Barnes book, 
“Golf With the Masters.” Camerer 
in 1954 had offered Hogan $100 for 
permission to use text and photos 
and the golfer wrote back: “Are 
you kidding?” 

Tome was subsequently pub- 
lished a few months later and end- 
ed up in the rough. Judge Hagan 
said the Hogan name had “great 
commercial value” and awarded 
cash damages because the publish- 
ing house had “competed with 
him unfairly.” 


Lonsdale, Beerbohm Books 
Frances Donaldson, daughter of 
British playwright Frederick Lons- 
dale, who shortly before his death 
suggested they both collaborate on 
his life story, has finally done a 


k on her father, “Freddy,” 


oat! foe © which Lippincott will publish in 
on ‘oe ae a’ Boome August. rs. Donaldson was on 


Roger Mortimer . 
Isabella 
Edmund ........+ 
Edward Il seve 
Piers Gaveston .. 


NGPSO ...sccedcce 
ac 
Dick 
Sailor . 
Hugh Des 
on 
Gwynedd .....s5+ 
Fitzroy .... 
Jailer 
Gurney ..... 
Maltravers .. 000.04 n 
Wate THE. cocscescias Eugene Picciano 

Others: Ted Graham, Manning Leiter, 
Fionan O’Halloran, Jerry Rothstein, Lau- 
rence Bourassa, Eve Hebbard, Jenifer 
Lee, Herbert Miller. 





Becker 





This historical drama, tirst pro- 
duced in 1954 by John Harrison at 
the Nottingham (England) Play- 
house, has been imported for its 
American preem as the season 
opener for Group 20 in its 1,000- 
seat alffesco theatre on the Wel- 
lesley College campus. It plays 
through next Saturday (29). 

It's a big, lusty, colorful spec- 
tacle on a four-level set, bluntly 
portraying sex, murder, treachery, 
intrigue with homo overtones. 

It is admirably staged by Elliott 
Silverstein, and it sustains interest 
up to the middle. of the third act, 
where it mushrooms in all direc- 
tions. 

The show is a curious mixture 
of pageant, bitter comment, poetic 
lines and bedroom faree. The ab- 
normal relationship of Edward II 
and Piers Gaveston is the peg on 
which the opposing Lords Ordain- 
ers, seeking a change in govern- 
mnt, hang the king’s fate. 

There is no sympathy for any of 
the characters in this play, least of 
all for Edward. Fritz Weaver gives 
a nicely styled performance in the 
marathon role of the monarch, with 
its long speeches, mad shoutings, 
tender monologs, sword fights and 
drinking bouts. Sylvia Short, as 
Queen Isabella, stands out as the 
unloved, power-mad wife. 

Thomas Hill registers as the 
King’s chief of staff in the wars 
and makes the most of a scene in 
which he is lured to death by a 
tavern girl well played by Evelyn 
Ward, brunette looker. Peter Do- 
nat is good in his short appearance 
as the foppish Gaveston. Robert 
Baines is properly venemous as 
the treacherous Roger Mortimer. 

Thayer David is properly force- 
ful as Lancaster. Michael Lewis 
does a nice job.of low keyed act- 
ing as the placid Kent. John 
Wynne-Evans and Robert Brustein 
score as soldiers acting as a Greek 
chorus to offstage events. 

On the basis of this tryout open- 


ing “Carnival King” is overly 
long. As a strawhat offering it 
rates okay, and although it in- 


volves a heavy production it could |S 





the London stage for a short time, 
but is married and has three chil- 
dren. 

Sir Max Beerbohm, distinguished 
English author, was also an accom- 
plished caricaturist and some 


© | vintage drawings will be published 


by Lippincott in October under 
the title, “Max's Nineties.” The 
45 drawings cover the 1893-99 span. 
Osbert Lancaster did an introduc- 
tion and annotated the volume. 


Lobsenz Joins Hillman 

Norman M. Lobsenz appointed 
assistant to the publisher, in charge 
of all editorial operations, for Hill- 
man Periodicals Inc., as announced 
by Alex L. Hillman, president. 

Lobsenz was formerly editorial 
director of Pocket Magazines. 


Nathan Leopold’s Autobiog 

Doubleday has signed the Nathan 
Leopold autobiog and intends re- 
leasing it in 1958. Account, “Life 
Plus 99 Years,” the slayer of Bobby 
Frank from the time of crime 
through prison years, down to the 
present. 

Current bestseller, Meyer Levin's 
“Compulsion,” dwells on the Loeb 
& Leopold case. 


Wibberley's Plays 

While Leonard _ Wibberley’s 
“Take Me To Your President” is 
put to cover by G. P. Putnam’s 
Song July 12, his last fantasy, ““Mc- 
Gillicuddy McGotham,” has been 
acquired by producer Frederick 
Brisson, who is in process of de- 
ciding whether it should be made 
into a musical or straight comedy. 

Also, his “The Mouse That 
" is being produced in Eng- 
land by Walter Shenson. 


Time’s Book Publication 
Time mag is turning book pub- 
lisher in the fall with “300 Years 
of American Painting,” which will 
have 250 color reproductions. 
Alex Elliot is writing the text for 
the tome. Random House will do 
the distribution, 








Al*Morgan’s H’wood Novel 

Radio-tv scripter Al Morgan, 
whose “The Great Man” was 
filmed by Jose Ferrer for Univer- 
sal, has taken the Hollywood ex- 
perience as background for his 
next Dutton novel, “Cast of Char- 
acters.” Morgan worked with 
Ferrer on the film script and, dur- 
ing his one year’s Coast sojourn, 
picked up enough material for the 
new book, due in September, 

Three anthologies are also on 
the Dutton slate: “The Pick of 
‘Punch’” (the London humor pub- 
lication), ah annual edition edited 
by Nicolas Bentley; “One Moment, 
ir!,” cartoons from the Sateve- 


have some interest in off-Broadway post, edited by that weekly’s car- 


houses, 


Guy. 


toon editor; and “Lovingly Yours,” 





| by Henry Syverson, who has put 
| 80 of his cartoons from SEP and 
This Week between covers. Also 
via Dutton, in September, is 
Christian Dior’s memoir which the 
famed Paris fashion designer 
wg titles “Christian Dior 
and I. 





100 Years of ‘The Atlantic’ 

Edward Weeks, under whose ed- 
itorship, dating from 1938, The 
| Atlantic Monthly hit its peak 225,- 
|000 monthly sales, -has_ edited 
“Jubilee: 100 Years of The Atlan- 
tic (Monthly)” in ecollaboraton 
with Emily Flint. It marks the 
centennial of that periodical and 
its treasury of prose, fiction and 
poetry is primed as a $7.50 Octo- 
ber item. Published by Atlantic 
Monthly Press-Little, Brown & Co. 

Sean O’Faolain has done a cri- 
tique of the literature of “the 
fervent twenties” (Evelyn Waugh, 
Aldous Huxley, Grahame Greene, 
William Faulkner, Ernest Heming- 
way, Elizabeth Bowen, Virginia 
Woolf and dames Joyce, among 
others) under the title of “The 
Vanishing Hero,” also for Atlantic, 
which will also issue “Leftover 
Life to Kill” by Caitlin Thomas, 
widow of Dydan Thomas. Latter 
book is described as “a literary 
bombshell” because of its icono- 
clastic, bitter closeup on her life 
with the late Welsh author. 

Little, Brown is publishing the 
play version of Gore Vidal's play, 
“A Visit to a Small Planet” in 
August. 


Munshin’s Book Pitch 

Actor Jules Munshin, who dis- 
cussed and read from “Dear Any- 
body ... or the Crafty Letter 
Writer,” in a guest appearance on 
WTRI-TV, Albany, last week, said 
that he planned to write a second 
book “about adventure.” 

Munshin, who is touring summer 
theatres with Imogene Coca in 
“Janus,” explained that the presi- 
dent of Crown Publishing had sug- 
gested he turn a hobby for “core 
respondence” into a tome on how 
to wrife letters. Among others, 
the comedian read his very, te 
Norman Mailler, author of “ r 
Park.” Munshin also- plugged 
“Dear Anybody” in a guester with 
Miss Coca via WRGB-TV, Schenec- 
tady, and in interviews over WPTR 
and WROW, Albanfy. 











CHATTER 

Donald MacCampbell, Gotham 
literary agent, staying on the Coast 
throughout July to huddle with 
producers and authors. 

Turner Catledge, managing edi- 
tor of the N. Y. Times, returned 
from a European junket yesterday 
(Tues.) on the S.S, Flandre. 

Bernie Asbell, freelance writer 
for, the music trade in Chi, has 
piece in current Harper’s titled, 
“Disc Jockeys and Baby Sitters.” 

Arture Reproductions Inc. au- 
thorized to conduct a ponges 
and printing business in New York, 
Brody & Segal filing attorneys. 

Dell Distributing Inc. author- 
ized to conduct a publishing busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 1,000 shares, no par value. 

Certified Press Inc. authorized 
to carry on a printing and pub- 
lishing business in New York. Louis 
Schifrin is a director and filing 
attorney. 

Teen Age Books Inc., of New 
York, changed its name to Tab 
Books Inc. Reed, Smith, Shaw & 
McClay, of Pittsburgh, were filing 
attorneys. 

Myron S. Kaufmann, reporter 
and rewrite man with AP in New 
York, has authored “Remember Me 
To God,” a novel, for Lippincott 
publication in September. 

Kee De Veaux, formerly asso- 
ciate editor for National Press 
Service, joined Housekeep- 
ing mag’s fashion merchandising 
staff in charge of promotion. 

Elsa Wending Bakalar, writer, 
lecturer and information offiter 
for British Information SerVices in 
New York, leaving B.LS. after 10 
years to enter private enterprise. 

An “expose” type novel, “The 
Brain Pickers,” Hallie (Mrs. Whit) 
Burnett, is on Julian Messner Inc.'s 
October roster. Has to do with 
behind-scenes of the book publish- 
ing biz. 

Herb Bailey, ex-reporter for the 
show trade in Chicago, readying 
his second book on the controver- 
sial cancer drug, Krebiozen, for 
Putnam’s winter list. It's titled 
“The Truth Will Grow.” 

W. Bridges-Adams, author of 
“The British Theatre” and former 
director of the Stratford-on-Avon 
Shakespearean festivals, has done 
another book on “The Irresistible 
Theatre” which World will publish 
ir August, Same firm bringing out 
Margaret Case Harriman’s “And 
The Price.Is Right (The R. H. Macy 
Story)” early next year. 
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Hazards of Woodsy Theatregoing 


Seattle, July 2. 


At the “Forest Theatre” in Kitsap Cabin, Washington, the Moun- 
taineer Players recently presented “The Teahouse of the August 


Moon.” 


Theatre is carved out of a verdant forest hillside, with 


flowering rhododendron and lush ferns adding inspiration for 


both actors and audience. 


Stage itself is set in the midst of a 


stand of majestic fir trees, with the wings fashioned of moss cov- 


ered bark set up on frames. 


Music supplied from a hi-fi setup 


blended in with the low throaty tones of a stream in the glen 


below. Elfin setting was not with 


difficulties, however. Lady Astor, 


the goat, disappeared before finale to munch in the forest. Also a 


tree fell, 


narrowly missing a theatregoer. 


In their 31 years in the forest, the Mountaineer Players have 
also presented such woodsy naturals as “Robin of Sherwood, =e | 


Midsummer pests we s Dream,” 


“H. Y. Legit Outdeors 


fe Continued from page 3 aaa 


last summer. Lee Sherman’s 
choreography also rates on the. 
plus side, as does Reginald Ham- 
merstein's direction aud John Ken- 
nedy’s supervision of the entire 
production. 

Switching from the musicals to 
the straight play, “Romeo and Ju- 
liet” registers impressively in the 
Centra! Park setting on the banks 
of Belvedere Lake. When caught 
last Saturday (29) night, there was 
an overflow crowd, some standing 














Romeo and Juliet 
Shakespeare William Sha en . = two 
act drama by William Pro 
duced by Joseph Papp; by y “Stuart 
; setting, AF and Bernie 
music and 


eostumes, Joy; 


David Amram; ‘Packs MW} Herta “ % 
June 27, . 
Blackburn 


son. = Central Park, N 


ck Cannon |in Dario Bellini’s 






balt 
Friar Laurence . 
Friar John 
Balthasar 


BO ivavownssveps 
Officer vescee 
Lady Montague . 

Lady Capulet 
MED -. 0 cvcincpe there sovnsuss 


TD a> 9: 0x2 cnn er tre Patricia 
Others: Bill Pea Nat Peggy Barclay, 
Jack Buxbaum. Ruth Coleman, Daniel 
Durning, Iver Fischman, Teddy Flynn, 
Janice Foley, Chrysoula Frangos, Sidney 
R. Gross, John Heald, Lisa Kolb, Jerome 
Majzlin, Leonard Majzlin, Frank Miller, 
Newman, Julius Novick, Patricia 
Joel Parsons, Merlyn Perdy, 
Anita Peterson, Chris Tanner, aria 
Tucci, Hilda Vincent, Verna oskoff, 
David Zirlin. 


Joseph 
O’Grady, 





behind rows of seais, some sitting 
on benches just listening and 
others reclining on the bank of 
the lake from where the show is 
visible from an angle. 


The cast, headed by Bryarly Lee | “ 


and Stephen Joyce in the title 
roles, does a competent job. The 
two leads, however, are occasion- 
ally inaudible. A_ simple set, 
mounted on a stage that unfolds 
from a tralier, adequately fills the 
bill. It’s a polished production 
that’s virtually a steal in this era 


of climbing legit b.o. prices. Stu- | $ 


art Vaughan’s direction is com- 
mendable. The stage, incidentally 
was designed by Vaughan and Ber- 
nie Joy,’ who is also responsible 
for the costumes. 

The Shakespeare presentation 
was for four nights from last 
Thursday (27) through Sunday 
(30). A colorful sidelight to the 
show is that the actors can be 
seen waiting around for their cues 
or making up from the side out- 
side the rear of the stage. 


New Playbill 














front and 16 back) will be the 
“magazine” section. It will change 
weekly, containing various editorial 
features. 


Contents 

The inside 32 pages will be the 
“program” section (both this and 
the “magazine” section will vary 
somewhat in size according to the 
amount of advertising), which will 
remain pretty much the same from 
week to week. Besides the bill- 
board, cast, credits and biographi- 
cal sketches of the particular show, 
it will carry at least two editorial 
features, one an article by the par- 
ticular show's author, director, etc., 
the other a piece about the show 
itself, or passibly about some phase 
of the theatre as a whole. The 
overall ratio of advertising to edi- 
torial matter will be around 66-32. 

“Magazine” will include “Play- 
a la the New Yorker's 
“Talk of the Town,” by Leo Ler- 
man. Broadway personalities. will 
have a chance to air their pet 
theories, enthusiasms and gripes. 
There wil lalso be columns on fash- 


and “The Green Pastures.” 


o 
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There will also be columns on fash- 
travel and favorite recipes of stage 
personalities, and probably a show 
biz crossword puzzle. 

The active management. of Play- 
bill consists of William Becker, 
president and editorial supervisor; 
Gilman Kraft, publisher; Thomas 
Steinfeld, associate publisher, and 
Alexander Carver, director of sales. 
The publication is owned by Pro- 
ducers Theatre, of which Roger L. 
Stevens, Robert Whitehead and 
Robert W. Dowling are partners. 
Until its recent sale, it was owned 
and published for many years by 
Richard Huber. 


James Masons to Test 
New Play on the Coast 


La Jolla, July 2. 

James Mason and Pamela Kel- 
lino (Mrs. Mason) will make their 
West Coast legit debuts next 
Tuesday (9) at La Jolla Playhouse 
“Paul and Con- 
stantine,” to be produced by John 
Swope. "The Masons hold an option 
on the script and hope to produce 
it on Broadway next season and 
eventually do it as a film. 

The couple has made only one 
previous U. S. legit appearance, 
in “Bathsheba” on Broadway in 


Stock Tryouts 


(July 1-14) 


Chrysalis, by Norman Ashton — Tufts 
hos r~ ~¥ Rae (9-13). 
Circus of Dr. ~ My, Conger 
Steinbeck and Nathaniel” esos 
book by Charles Finney (Burgess. Mere- 
o- ewater Beach (Chi.) Playhouse 
« 


Half in Earnest, musical version of Os- 
car Wilde’s “Importance of Being Ear 
nest,” by Vivian 
spare Tier 
Y. @13 ew 
fine. ~% *57). 
on Love, by Aldo di Benedetti— 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, 


aan in the Dog Suit, by William Wright 
and Albert Beich from _ Edwin Corle’s 





hma 
‘oble | 1946-47. 





Ww ed in VARIETY, 


oo Ways to Mecca” GWessica 
Tand. Hume Cronyn) — Ogunquit (Me.) 
Playhouse ae Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass. (8-13) iReviewed in VARIETY, 


‘une ‘ 

Mistress of the Inn, musical by Don 
Walker and Ira Wallach, from Carlo Gol- 
doni’s “La Locandiera” — oy County 


Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. @- 
Roger the Sixth, by Joseph Carole (@or- 
ny Lam » Alda)—Lakes Sopen 
yhouse H. 0-6); 


la A 
Ivorytown (Conn.) Playhouse (8-13). 





BROADWAY 

Most Ha Fella: Keith Kaldenberg 
(succeeded y Long), Ken Ayers (suc- 
ceeded Kaldenbers). 

Lg Nicholas Pryor, Graham Jar- 
vis, Helen Shields, Richard Robbins. 

French Death: Patricia Jessel 

Visit to @ : Edward An 
drews (succeeded Eddie Mayehoff). 

Separate Tables: Anne Shoemaker (suc- 











Karl 
Agwere (succeeded Arte Johnson). 
Happiest Millionaire: Albert Henderson 


Soft Touch: Elsa Lanchester. 
OFF-BROADWAY 


lcemen Cometh: Don Su! (suc- 
subbing for Dolly Jonah, Pert Kel Devel 
su 
ceeded Jane Connell). 


In" Good “King Charies’ Golden. 
in Geod King Golden Days: 
Anne Leslie (succeeded Rhodelle Heller). 
LONDON 
Roar Like # Dove: Paul McGrath. 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres indicated if set) 


Golden (9-10-57). 
(9-18-57), 















(9- 


(10-15-57). 
(10-16-57). 
(10-17-57), 
10-20-57). 


‘1 (10-31-57) 
A (17-57). 


OFF-BROADWAY 
x Strategem, Downtown (7-9-57) 
ony "since Paradise, Carnegie (7-11-57). 








Fanny’ Meagre $35,000, 


First Week in Dallas 


Dallas, July 2. 

“Fanny” wound its first week at 
State Fair Auditorium here at 
Sunday’s matinee (30), with a tepid 
$35,000 gross for seven perform- 
ances, Revival, produced by man- 
aging director Charles R, Meeker 
Jr., stars Bill Hayes, Nicola Mos- 
cona, Hiram Sherman — Margot 
Moser. os plays another 
week, w \nding Sunday (7). 

Rehearsals started yesterday 
(Mon.) for 
Comedy, by John Whedon and Sam 
Moore, stars Jack Carson, Jet Mac- 
Donald and Danny Scholl, same 
trio that made a hit of the same 
piece here in 1951. Repeat is due 
a July 8-21 run. 


Lady’ Stets 806, 
Sergeants’ 15446, 
Cart’ $13,300, LA. 


Los Angeles, July 2. 

“My Fair Lady” continued to 
rack up capacity business last week 
in a session that saw only moderate 
business elsewhere in town. Two 
houses darkened over **¢ weekend, 
the Huntington Har.erd closing 
out “Apple Cart” and the Biltmore 
shuttering with the departure of 
“No Time for Sergeants.” Latter 
house now faces a long dry spell, 
but the Hartford rekindled im- 
mediately with “Matchmaker” last 
night (Mon.). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Apple Cart, Huntington Hartford 
(C) (3d wk) ($4.95; 1,024; $30,000) 
(Maurice Evans). Off to around 
$13,300 for the final frame after 





$17,200 the previous week. Tour | 


ended here Saturday night (29). 
My Fair Lady, Philharmonic Aud 
(MC) (9th wk) ($5.95; 2,670; $80, 
000) (Brian Aherne, Anne Rogers). 
Capacity $80,000 again. Departs 
Saturday (6) for San Francisco to 
be followed on the Civie Light 
Opera season-by “South Pacific.” 
No Time for Sergeants, Biltrnore 
pI (6th wk) $4.95; 1,636; $36,-| 
Up for the final frame, reach- 
4 nearly $15,500, after previous 
week's $14,900. 


‘Pacific’ Modest 40G, K.C.;| 
NSG Weather Clips Biz 


Kansas City, July 2. 
The Starlight Theatre al fresco 





Pa.| production of “South Pacific” at 


Swope Park grossed a moderate 
ae last week, the first of a 
ortnight’s run. The take was dent- 
ed by. a washout Thursday (27) 
night, with the threat of rain hold- 
ing down attendance at other per- 
formances. 

The cast is headed by Howard 
Keel, Martha Wright, Gloria Lane, 
Benny Baker and Jim Hawthorne. 





British Shows 
(Figures denote opening dates) 
LONDON 

of 1-24-57). 


(6-5-56). 


James's (6-12-57). 


of 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Antartica, Players (7-4-57). 
importance Earnest, Palace (7-8-57). 


CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Kismet, 


$s (6-17-57). 
Plume de ma Tante. Garrick (11-3-55). 








Touring Shows 
(July 1-14) 
Cat on a Hot ba poet (Marjorie Steele) | 
—Ezlanger, Chi ( 
Matchmaker aoe Gordon, 
-_. Patricia Cutts) — Hartford, L. A. 


My Fair Lady (2d Co) (Brian Aberne. 

Anne Rogers Po onic, L. A. (1-6); 
Opera House, S. F. 8-13). 

a Pen 4 for Sergeants 2d Co.)—Geary, 


Rel Deus 





te ‘(Reginald Gardi- 
Brenda Forbes) — Aleazar, S 
0-13), 


“Texas, Li'l Darlin’.” | 


‘) Geraldine Page 


Loring | 


- | project 


Bway In Usual Summer Doldrums, 





Broadway remained generally 
sluggish last week. Business spurt- 
ed for a few shows, while the ca- 
pacity entries, “Auntie Mame,” 
“Bells Are Ringing,” “My Fair 
Lady” and “New Girl in Town,” 
held steady. 

Two layoffs and a closing re- 
duced the number of current shows 
tu 14. Another entry, “Separate 
Tables,” is scheduled to lay off 
July 13, while “No Time for Ser- | 
geants” closes Aug. 17, prior to | 
touring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 
MC a tee MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Qpera), OP (Op: | 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designations | 


number of performances through | 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
a includes 10% Federal and 


_ exclusive of taxes. 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
(31st wk; 244; $8.05; 1,453; $58,101) 
(Judy Holliday). As always, $58,700. 

Damn Yankees, Adelphi (MC) 
(113th wk; 899; $7.50; 1,434; $50,- 
000). On twofers. Previous week, 
$26,700; last week, nearly $25,900. 

Happiest Millionaire, Lyceum (C) 
(32d wk; 255; $5.75; 995; $26,000) 
(Walter Pidgeon). Previous week, 
$16,000; last week, almost $15,300. 

Happy Hunting, Majestic «MC) 
(30th wk; 236; $8.05; 1,625; $69,989) 
(Ethel Merman). Previous week, 
$48,300; last week, over $50,300. 

Hole in the Head, Plymouth (CD) 
(18th wk; 140; $6.26-$5.75; 1,070; 
$36,625) (Paul Douglas). Previous | 
week, $17,600; last week, almost | 
$14,300. 

Hotel Paradiso, Miller (C) (12th 
wk; 92; $6.90; 946; $34,000) ‘Bert 
Lahr, Angela Lansbury, Jehn) 
|Emery, Douglas Byng, Carleton 
pagal Previous week, $13,- 
| 600; last week, over $12,200. 

Li’l Abner, St. James (MC) (33d 
|wk; 260; $8.05; 1,028; $58,100). 
| Previous week, $57,500; last week, 
j}almost $57,800. 

Most Happy Fella, Imperial (MD) 
| (61st wk; 484; $7.50; 1,427; $57.875). 
| Previous week, $37, 500; last week, 
almost $34,500. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(68th wk; 539; $8.05; 1,551: $67,- 
696) (Rex Harrison, Julie Andrews). 
As always, $68,700. 

New Girl in Town, 46th St. (MD) | 
(7th wk; 55; $9.20-$8.60; 1,297; $59,- 
084) (Gwen Verdon, Thelma Rit- 
ter). Previous week, $59,800; last | 
week, over $59,900. 

No Time for Sergeants, Alvin (C) 
(89th wk; 708; $5.75-$4.60; 1,331; 
$38,500). On discount tickets. Pre- 
vious week, $24,000; last week, | 
over $23,100. Closes Aug. 17, to 
tour. 

Separate Tables, Music Box (D) 
(36th wk; 284; $5.75; 1,010; $31,021) | 
(Eric Portman, Margaret Leigh-| 
ton). Lays off July 13 in order to 
play Aug. 3-31 at Central City, 
Col., but resumes here Sept. 2. 
succeeded 
Leighton last Monday (1). Previous 
week $15,100; 

000. 
Tunnel of Love, Royale (C) (19th 
wk; 157; $5.75; 944; $34,000) ‘Tom 
Ewell). Previous eo $16,000; 
last week, nearly $16, 

t to a Small ~ mae Booth 
(C) (21st wk; 164; $6.90-$5.75; 766; | 
$27,300) (Cyril Ritchard). Previous 





last week, almost 


Laid Off Last Week 

Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C)! 
(34th wk; 269; $6.90-$5.75; 1,182; | 
$43,000) (Rosalind Russell). As al- 
ways, about $43,500. Laid off last | 
Saturday (29) and will reopen 
Aug. 5. 

Long Day's Journey Inte Night, 
Hayes (D) (34th wk; 204; $6.90; 
1,039; $30,000) (Fredric March, 
Florence Eldridge). Previous weex, 
$27,700; last week, over 





| yesterday (Tues.) at the Paris Fes- 

|tival where it runs through next 
| Saturday (6), and resumes 
| Aug. 19. 


| Closed Last Week 


Moon for the Misbegotten, Bijou 
(D) (9th wk; 68; $5.75-$5.25; 603; 


| $20,400) (Wendy Hiller, Franchot 
Tone, Cyril Cusack). Previous 
| week, $10,200; last week, almost 


$7,100. Closed last Saturday (29). 
It was*the second production in a 
Bijou play series, with the overall 
capitalized at $100,000, 


refer, respectively, to weeks played, 


% City tax, but grosses are net; | 


}to only a fair level last 


week, $23,900; last week, over $21,- | about 





here | 


But ‘Abner’ $57,800, Merman $59,300, 
Sergeants’ $23, 


100, ‘Planet’ $21,700 


plus 20° overcall. Most of that 
coin has been dropped on the two 
ventures. 

OFF-BROADWAY 

| (Opening dates in parentheses) 
| Career, Actors Playhouse (4-30- 


| $7). 
dell Arte, Bleecker 


Commedia 
St. (6-25-57). 
| Country Wife, Renata (6-26-57). 
| Teeman Cometh, wr eon Square 
(5-8-56); closes Sept. 8. 
| In Good King Charles’ Golden 
Days, Downtown (1-24-57). 
| Kaleidoscope, 
town Playhouse (6-13-57). 
. Cherry Lane (12- 
| 27-56). 


School for Wives, Theatre Mar- 
quee (6-19-57). 
85th St. (5- 


Simply Heavenly, 

21-57). 

mn Trilogy, Theatre East (3- 
| Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
a, 

Closed Last Week 


Land Beyond the River, Green- 
wich Mews (3-28-57). 


‘SP’ Wow $55,926; 
Match’ 176, SF. 


San Francisco, July 2. 
Frisco Civic Light Opera sopped 
up most of the available legit 
money, with sellout.fourth week of 
|\“South Pacific’ at the Curran 
| equalling the Mary Martin-Giorgio 
| Tozzi show’s record third week. 
In addition, CLO’s “My Fair Lady,” 
opening next Monday (8) for six 
weeks at the 3300-seat Opera 
| House, is nearing sellout even be- 
fore opening. Less than $100,000 
worth of tickets, at $5.50-$5.90 
be — are left. 
| “No Time for Sergeants” opens 
|tonight (Tues.) at the Geary for 
at least six weeks and the Harry 
|Belafonte one-man show opened 
last night (Mon.) for six perform- 
ances at the Opera House. Alcazar 
is dark until July 10, when “The 
Reluctant Debutante” moves in for 
an indefinite run. CLO's “Fanny” 
opens July 15 at the Curran for 
i weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 

| South Pacific, Curran (4th wk) 
($5.50-$5.90; 1,756; $57,000) (Mary 
|Martin, Giorgio Tozzi). Sellout 
/$55,926 for a new house record; 
previous week $55,900; the 10°% 
|}discount on subscription seats is 
holding the house slightly below 
full potential. 
Matchmaker, Geary (4th wk) 
($4.40-$4.95; 1,550; $36,000) (Ruth 
Loring Smith, Patricia 
Down to $17,000; previous 
iweek, | $21,000; exited Saturday 
| (29) for a tour-ending four-week 
ruh Los Angeles. 
| Fallen -Angels, Alcazar (3d wk) 
| ($4.40; 1,147; $31,000) (Hermione 
|Gingold, Mary McCarty). — 
| $13,500; previous week, $13, 
| folded last Saturday (29). 


Province- 











— 





‘ous ‘CAT’ EASES TO $13,500; 


READY TO VACATE CHi 


Chicago, July 2. 

The lone legit offering here held 
week, with 
| slight help from the annual Fur- 
|niture Market infiux. Ninth week 
‘of * ‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” tapped 
$13,500 at the 1,335-seat 
at a $5 top. Gross for 
the previous week of the Thomas 
, Gomez-Marjorie ree Nicol 
starrer was $14,7 

R. G. penny and Jack Betts 
'have taken over the male leads 
|this week, leaving Marjorie Steele 
as the show's only star. Still no 
new legits on the Lerisens for an- 
| other month at least. 

“Cat” will probably leave July 
/13 or 20 for a return engagement 





$28,100. | on Broadway. 
| Laid off last Saturday (29), opened | 





‘Stockings’ Sad $22,500 
With 2 Rainouts, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, July 2 
With the Monday (24) and Fri- 
day (28) performances rained cut, 
the Civic Light Opera production 
of “Silk Stockings” grossed a sorry 
$22,500 last week at the Pittsburgh 
Stadium, Dolores Gray and Law- 
rence Brooks costarred in the sea- 
son's initial production, 
“Great Waltz,” starring Lois 
Hunt, is current this week. 
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More Paris-Rome Capers 


= mmm Continued from page 2 


French African waiters do al frescu! what before (the late) Borrah Mine- 
dances at your table, mostly grinds | vitch’s unique Au France Pinot, off 
that are a blend of Katharine Dun-| the Ile de St. Louis, and the artist- 
ham impressionisms and burleskery | author bemoans, “Now it’s a hit. 
bumps. Better oa the atmosphere | Some day I'll start and finish some- 
than the groceries, It attempts a| thing and stick around to cash in 
road company Don The Beach-/ on it.” 
comber “mysterioso recipe” cock- Chez Borrah Minevitch — 
tail-stick to Dubonnet, A oncer.| Lucille (Littel) Minevitch click- 
The Grenouille (The Frog) is|ing with Au Franc Pinot, on the 
always ribald and the French gals|site of an old oubliette, dating 
know that the best defensive mech-| back to Robespierre’s era when 
anism is to exelaim “Je suis en-| dissidents were thrown into this 








ciente’—the traditional Gallie gal- 
luntry to any mother-to-be alone 
saves them from some mighty in- 
formal and al fresco patting on the 
posteriors, ete. Chez Gaby is still 
a top tourist spot blending good 
food with synthetic revelry, al 
fresco and effective, reminding of 
the old Leon & Eddie’s bumps-a- 
daisy stuff. Table du Roy is tourist 
fodder, always good; ditto La Mou- 
ton de Panurge, with its phallic 
-symbolism in decor, menu, and 
even on the bread and rolls, Gaby’s 
Acapulco is im the Mexican motif; 
there is a decided veering to Latin- 
style atmospheric eateries. Art 
Buchwald’s chowmeinery on_ the 
Albert Ier, a putt from the Hotel 
George V, of course gets beaucoup 
curiosity trade, but is too small for 
payoff to the all-star investors 
(Zanuck, Huston, 


et al 


Hot-Off-the-Brill Bidg. 

The manner in which the top 
boites in Lendon, Paris and Rome 
get the latest tunes remains a star- 
tling aura! observation, although 
readily explained by off-the-air and 
off-disks arrangemenis, not to men- 
tion the friendly pilots who bring 
‘em in hot-off-the-Brill-Bldg. But 
to an American abroad these tunes 
are almost like “never been away. 

Monique Van Vooren, chan- 
toosey, set for a bit in Arthur 
Freed’s “Gigi,” being squired by 
midwest tycoon Nate Cummings, 
and the latter’s son and daughter- 
in-law. Maurice Chevalier set in 
the same Metro pic, which Vincente 


Minnelli is directing. Latter’s wife | pe 


is French and at-home here; she 
first came to Hollywood as chape- 
ron for her sister in a Miss Uni- 
verse contest. The Freeds, the Min- 
nellis, along with Fred (Fritz) 
Loewe and Alan Jay Lerner are 
holed up in the penthouse plushery 
of the George V. Says Lerner: 
“While they’re flitting around town 
I’m working over a hot typewriter 
setting words to Fritz’s tunes. He 
can go off to the Deauville bac- 
carat tables but I'm a slave to the 
muse of Nick Kenny. Anyway, 
it’s a relief not to have to pick up 
the phone and tell disbelieving 
pals, ‘But I haven't got any house 
seats; mine are gone till next Oc- 
tober," referring to 
Lady,” the ti’l gold-mine they have 
running for themselves back on 
5ist St 

Peripatetic Shelly Reynolds 

Sheldon Reynolds has given up 
his “Foreign Intrigue” (after 236 
of ‘em he’s tired of the formula) 
and is commuting from London 
where he’s shooting “Dick and the 
Duchess” for CBS, with Ray Allen 
on seript. His chief aide is Niccle 
Milinare, a savvy French femme 


Sam Spiegel | 


“My Fair| 


“forgotten hole,” emptying into the 
Seine, just across the street. It’s 
now historic ground and it was 
quite a feat for Minevitch to ge. 
official permission for his atmos- 
pheric restaurant-bar. The hep 
Franco-American set still talks of 
how Minevitch salted the cellar 
saloon, during its most rugged 
stages, with some old French 
doubloons, then spread the rumor 
about buried treasure, and the cas- 
ual French workers really started 
to dig with a frenzy. Reason for 
this was that Minevitch wanted the 
joint finished in time for the pre- 
miere party to a visiting VARTETY 
man—and he made it. Even 
though on the very morning of the 
party the place was still almost a 
shambles. In between her paint- 
ing (as Lueille Littel, her maiden 
name), Mrs. Minevitch runs Au 
| Frane Pinot. Her ex-husband, 
Deems Taylor, the composer, due 
| over soon to visit with her at the 
Moulin de Minevitch, a farm-mill 
in Meriville, some 50 miles from 
Paris. 





Winduppery 

The Calavados, around the cor- 
ner from the George V, remains 
the prime winduppery, with Maria 
Velasco at the ivories. She has a 
tall memory for Rodgers & Hart 
|and kindred tunes, alternating 
with the strolling Los Latinos, 
Mexican trio. Upstairs, Stuart 
Hart plays the piano and sings for 
the candlelight dinners and while 
the groceries are good the Calava- 
dos is essentially a late-bar for the 
onion soup and the cold Dutch 
er. 

Forgotten Greasepainters 
Gypsy Markoff, heroine of that 
wartime Lisbon plane disaster, 
which also caused Jane Froman so 
much anguish, still playing her 
gypsy chansons on the accordion 
and a Continental fave in the 
smaller bistros, currently at the 
Paletta, Franco-Russian boite. Miss 
Markoff still awaiting some Gov- 
ernmental recognition and recom- 
pense for the costly operations 
which crippled one of her hands. 
She was but one of the doughty 
|“‘soldiers in greasepaint” who did 
| such a terrific USO-Camp Shows 
| and other GI entertainment chores 








gotten. Paradoxically, with all 
|the Fort Knox that Uncle Sam 
|sends abroad a forgetful govern- 
ment has not done right by peo- 


ple like Miss Markoff, Miss Fro-| 


| man, et al. 

| Miss Markoff was particularly 
happy for Jean Swaczynski, her 
pianist, wko had just gottén his 
| 67-year-old mother out of Poland, 
| after not having seen her for 14 
years. 
Mony Dalmes of the Comedie 


! 
} 


—vnfortunately too quickly for-| 


who knows story, production and | Francaise readying to rejoin her 
locale values. |husband, Waldorf-Astoria veepee 

Reyno'ds’ fave eatery is Le} Claude C. Philippe, and to make 
Berkeley, on the Rondpoint, a/ her American legit debut (in Eng- 
plush restaurant, and he makes the | lish) for Gilbert Miller in “The 
sage observation that people who | Dazzling Hour,” French play which 
might be barred from New York's | clicked in London-and was briefly 
Pavilion, 21, Stork and Colony, or at | tried out at La Jolla (Calif.) by 
least have trouble getting a good | Jose Ferrer. Mary Sinclair, Charies 
table, should not expect, because | Korvin and Alexander Clark will 
they're Americans, that the French | be in support. Probably getting a 


|base for a German branch of; 
|MCA’s global setup. Last year | 
| Stein had acquired a long-estab-| 
lished French percentary as the | 
' nucleus of the French MCA branch. 

Smart idea is the First Interna- 
tional Music Hall Festival de Paris, | 
a stunt by Bruno Coquatrix, direc- 
ior general of the Olympia; 
Georges Soria, Paris cultural at-| 
tache, and Fernand Lumbroso. of 
the Lumbroso Enterprises, which 
was kicked off with a Maxim's 
cocktailery, Accent of the new 
Olympia lineup seems to be on! 
many acts from the East, including 
a Russian clown and turns from 
Czechoslovakia, but Coquatrix and 
Lumbroso have U. S. aspirations, | 
if the international music hall 
show clicks. 

Roman Rambles 

The week before, UA’s Continen- 
tal chief Mo Rothman was hosting 
a 11:30 a. m. cocktailery for Gary 
Cooper and Maurice Chevalier at 
the Plaza-Athenee, Paris, and a 
week later he was on the Via Veneto 
“beach,” yclept Cafe Doney, with 
a banged-upped forehead, as re- 
sult of an auto accident. Looked 
worse than it was. Huddling with 
UA’s Italo sales boss Kurt Unger. 
Incidentally, the before-noon “cock- 
tail party” is a new Paris idea— 
aperitifs, etc., until the traditional 
big lunch from 1—3 p.m. The 
press. likes it too. It’s UA’s Fran- 
cis M. Winikus’ idea—more effi- 
cient, doesn’t go on and on, as with 
the 5—7 or 6—8 sessions which 
are tough to break up. 

Michael Chinigo, 
place villa (swimming pool ’n’_ Il) 
on the Amalfi Drive, off Sorrento, 
is now a sales executive for King 
Features, having relinquished the 
day-to-day INS news coverage a»s 
its former Rome bureau chief. 


Charles Franklin (Chuck) Bald- 


win, Mediterranean rep for the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. (Eric 
Johnston office), who is headquar- 
tered in Rome, has been commut- 
ing to Madrid on the Spanish fiim 
stalemate. He is hoping for even- 
tual accord with the Spaniards 
“when the climate eases” but, right 
now, admits that Madrid is on an 
even closer honeymoon with the 
Italians than with the French. 
Much of the Spanish economy is 
tied closer with Italy than France, 
as heretofore, he feels. 


Sam’l Steinman’s “Roman Ram-| 


bler” column for the Paris edition 
of the N.Y. Herald Tribune slated 
for U.S. syndication by the Trib in 
the fall. 

Roman dailies, and in fact almost 
all the Italian papers (Milan, Flor- 
ence, Naples and Rome included) 
|“look like they were made-up by the 
traditional drunken printer.” Major 
standout exception is Rome’s II 
Giorno, with its U.S.-style columnar 
chatter and U.S.-style cartoons, 
| which is commanding quick reader- 
ship recognition for its well-bal- 
anced and savvy journalistic make- 
up. 

True mag's roving European fea- 
ture writer Michael Stern has taken 
to painting, under Kurt Polter, and 
as a result the latter’s own art 
works’ output has boomed in price. 

Paraguayan guitar-singer Amahi 
a new click at Bricktops where 
Thelma Carpenter just opened. 

Mario Lanza has shed 32 pounds 
for his “7 Hills of Rome,” Metro 
filmusical which Lester Welch iis 
producing and Roy Rowland direct- 
ing. 

Noticeable that in the one-world- 
ism of show biz industry most film 
companies and the like now utilize 
their basic American corporate | 
names. It’s no longer Les Unies | 
Artistes for United Artists, or Les 
Fox Films Europa when, evidently, | 
Spyros Skouras wants the 20th| 
| Century-Fox Films name impressed | 


around the werld. So, too, with the |. 


globai RCA trademark, where Si 


|}now being constructed in Rocke- 





CHATTER 








Broadway Hollywood 


With seven weeks of Asiatic con-| Hal Herzon ankled the Abby 
certs for State Dept. behind him,| Greshler organization to form his 
Richard Tucker of the Met arrives| own agency. 
back in N. Y. July 7. | David Rose will conduct at La- 

Marilyn Monroe dedicated the! guna Beach's Irvine Bowl to help 
new “sidewalk — superitendents|raise funds for the Assistance 
club” of the new Time-Life Bldg.,| League there. 
feller Cent Morris Stoller, Coast controller 

er Center. for William Morris Agency, into 


Jules Nassberg, whose insurance|Cedars of Lebanon for kidney 
beat takes in 


with a show-| 


|named to the board of directors of 
|the Life Insurance Underwriters 
Assn, of N. Y. 

Ethel Sm‘th shifting from her 
| ceneert and nitery organ routine to 
jlegit at the Starlight Theatre, 
| Powling- (N.Y.) strawhat, debuting 
| July 9 in “The Desk Set.” 

Frances Stillman Hall returns to 
/the publicity business with her 
{/hugvband, Mike Hall, after a six- 
| year hiatus with domestic chores. 

She goes back into action Aug. 1 
at their new office-home on East 
| 68th. 

| Bret Adams and Sanford Leigh, 
jheacs of the tv-theatrical dept. of 
|the Hartford Agency, have opened 
|a new exhibitor division to service 
}conventions and exhibitions. De- 
partment will be headed by Arlene 
Wa'ker. 

With Michael Kent now fiddling 
at the Tropicana, Las Vegas, Fred 
| Fassler is pianist Karl Inwald’s vis- 
|}a-vis on the Strad in El Marocco’s 


Champagne Room. Kent succeeded | 


the late Andre Bodo as the violin 
specialist. 

| Andre Mertens’ bag in Europe 
for Columbia Artists: Hungarian 


|panist Gyorby Cziffra and U.S.-| 


| via-Vienna Opera baritone Walter 
| Berry. Latter will sing with Chi- 


}eago Lyric this fall, concert tour 


fall following. 


Wa!l Streeter Donald Gruhn, son 
of Murray Gruhn, electronics spe- 
| cialist and legit backer, marrying 
| Judy Miller, daughtetr of MCA 
| veepee Charles Miller and Adelaide 
| Miller, latter the sister of MCA 
| founder and board chairman Jules 
| C. Stein. Wedding slated for Octo- 
| ber. 
| The heat affects pressagents too, 
apparently. At least, this is all that 
can be attributed to a Hollywood 
story about ‘a 
“April Love,” Pat Boone starrer. 
Scenes in which he was to embrace 
| Shirley Jones had to be changed 
| because, he doesn’t believe in physi- 
|cal contact with any woman other 
|than his wife. 
After seven years as the Wal- 
| dorf-Astoria publicist, five of them 
under Paul A. Stewart and two as 
| chief of the department, Madeleine 
| Riordan is exiting the post to free- 
jlance. Hilton Hotels’ national pub- 
|lic relations director John Joseph 
| brought in Mary McLeod, ex- 
|Caples agency, and also tourist 
bureau background. 
Martin Levine, general manager 
| of Brandt Theatres, and Edith Mar- 
|shall, of John C. Bole Theatres, 
} serving as co-chairmen of the In- 
| dependent Theatre Owners Assn. 
| participation in the Will Rogers 
Memorial Hospital audience col- 
lection drive which takes place 
next of Aug. 7. 

International Concert Service 
Inc. has been chartered to conduct 


script change in| 


much show biz,| stone operation. 


Sergei Petschnikoff, unit produc- 
tion manager at Universal, cele- 
brated his 32d anni with the studio. 
He started as second assistent di- 
rector on “Grin of the Yukon” 
with Francis X. Bushman, Neil 
Hamilton and June Marlow. 

Scott Brady back from Canadian 
and N.Y. vacation. 


London 
(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 


Alan Baxter in from Hollywood 
to star in Harrison “Red” Reader’s 
second British pic, “The End of the 
Line.” 

Harry Watt back from Far East 
mission for United Nations World 
|Health Organization, with septic 
ulcers contracted in tropical heat. 
| Within a few days, however, he'll 
|be directing the second unit Eal- 
|ing’s “Dunkirk.” 
| Yvonne Mitchell chose to travel 
through the Russian zone of Ger- 
| many, rather than make ‘the air 
| trip to Berlin for festival screen- 
|} ing of her latest pic, “Woman In a 
| Dressing Gewn.” 

Bob Hope will make a personal 
at European preem of “Beau 
James” at Plaza July 12. 

William Holden due this month 
|to start his role in “Stella,” Carl 
| Foreman’s first under his Colum- 
bia pact. » 

Hollywocd to London: Visitors 
from the Coast include John Mock, 
| Paramount production exec.; direc- 
|tor George Pal; and actress Peggy 
| Castle. 
| Jack Hylton in a London hos- 
| pital suffering from pneumonia. 
|Condition reported “much - im- 
proved.” 

John Hay Whitney, American Am- 
bassador to London, will be guest 
|of honor at Variety Club of Great 
| Britain’s luncheon at the Savoy 

Hotel next Tuesday (9). 

Helen Traubel opens a cabaret 
|season at Cafe de Paris on Mon- 
| day (8), 


| Alaska 


| By Gordon Shaw 

| The far north seems to be set- 
| tling down now, to a steady summer 
Season of entertainment with the 
| following noted for this month: 

| Phyllis Bennett into Steve Boin- 
ich’s Persian Room for two weeks 
| with options. 

| The Gadabouts, Mercury disk- 
| ers, holding forth at Club 11 on 
' Richardson Hiway. ° 

| The Squadron and Top Hat clubs 
are currently Alaska _interior’s 
“exotic” spots. 

| Don McCune, local tv personal- 
| ity, has gone to KOMO-TYV, Seattle, 
for “Captain Puget” show. Rex 








a music business in New York. | Rucker replaces McCune at KFAR- 
Jesse S. Richman is a director and |TV, Both are permanent moves. 
filing attorney. National Concerts| Joan Lawton, who was Alaka’s 
and Sol Hurok both are headquar-/| contestant for Otto Preminger’s 
tered at the same address. |“St. Joan,” to appear with the pic 
Amusement Division of the Na-|in Anchorage and Fairbanks~ 

tional conference of Christian &| Radio station KFRB has gone on 
Jews at its annual Awards Lunch-|a 24-hour schedule of music, news 
eon last week distributed citations |and sports with emphasis on dee- 
“for outstanding service to the! jays. It still maintains net affilia- 
1957 Brotherhood campaign” to| tion with CBS for news and spe- 
some 35 theatre managers in the | cial events. 


aren't as discriminatory in their 
seating protocol. 
Bemmy’s Joints 


| Westport (Conn.) or Falmouth 
(Mass.) break-in. Miss Dalmes has 
been Berlitzing-up on English, with 


Rady. in Paris, is heading up a&r N. Y, metropolitan area. Exhibi- | 
operations; the new RCA Italiana, tors in this territory raised $39,000 | 
in Reme, where Dr. Pietro Vaccari|this year in behalf of the drive 


Ludwig Bemelmans now has both | an eye to the Broadway stage. She 
a Paris and N. Y. art gallery (Ham- | came over two seasons ago with the 
mer in Gotham) gobbling up every- Comedie Francaise for its limited 
thing he turns out (has turned to | Broadway season. 
oils) at $1,000-$1,500 a crack. He's AGVAite Gone TWA 
holed up in Seine-et-Oise auberge,| The purser on the return TWA 
about a half-hour from the Etoile, | flight identified himself as a re- 
having the entire gastronomic facil- | formed singer (“Sons o’ Guns,” the 
ities of the inn at his beck and|Olsen & Johnson show, with the 
call and also a glass-encased, ex-|ice shows at the now defunct Cen- 
barn which makes an ideal studio.| ter Theatre in Radio City, with 
“Bemmy” poured one Sunday and | Vincent Lopez and Mitchell Ayres); 
added starters were the Jose Fer- | he’s Dick Craig, of Hyannis, Mass., 
rers (Rosemary Clooney), who | now a happy gent, flitting between 
planed over from Lendon for the | Idlewild and overseas capitals. Be- 
weekend in between filming his | ing a personality kid with a show 
“Dreyfus” picture. The French} biz background he quickly im- 
are sensitive to anything pertaining | pressed as a polished greeter. 
to Capt. Dreyfus but Ferrer hopes| Music Corp. of America board 
to break them down and exhibit it | chairman Jules C. Stein had quick- 
in that country. Miss Clooney's | ied in for a huddle with brother 
baby is due in the fall. | Dave Stein, the Paris rep for the 

Bemelmans built, designed and | super-agency, on a deal for a Mu- 
decorated a Left Bank bistro some-' nich talent agency takeover, as a 


A — eae ~ 


is the new boss, succeeding Joe | 
Biondo. (In Madrid, it’s ditto with | 
Gabriel Soria, and the accent on | 
RCA Espana). 











Texas Critic 


—=—m=ma Continued from page 3 
ence” with Rosenberg “by criti- 
cizing that otherwise excellent ef- | 
fort for being done in black and 
white.” 
Trussell literally sees black when | 
a film company makes a film in) 
black and white. “Hollywood using | 
black and white CinemaScope is | 
the same thing as Henry Ford hav- | 
ing invented: the automobile and | 
then used the same old horses to) 
pull it along,” Trussell says. “It’s 
the most miserable waste ,of a pro- 
gressive technique in the éntirg his- 
tory of the entertainment arts.” 











| of 


compared with $36,000 last year. Washington 

Phil Baker back on the Coast, By Florence S. Lowe 
trying to get active again, Come- Producer Mervyn LeRoy here to 
dian-accordionist’s wife is still in| huddle with FBI boss J. Edgar 
her native Copenhagen where both | Hoover and author Don Whitehead 
had been sojourning for some time. on film version of latter's best- 

Renata Tebaldi, Met Opera so- | Seller, “The F.B.I. Story. 
prano, sailed for Genoa last week| Warner camera crew due in 
on the S.S. Cristoforo Colombo. penetra a? eens 

Sam Tucker, hotelier and oper-|Yancees nouns Yamin 
ator of Las Vegas’ Desert Inn, en) Danny Kaye publicist Robert Mc- 
route to Europe with Naples a5 pFiwaine and Sandra Cowen, fledg- 
his first stop. | ling actress and daughter of former 
John, F. Isard resigned as man-|U.S. Ambassador to Philippines 


ager of the Savoy-Plaza, with which |Myron and Mrs. Cowen, set for 


he has been since its opening Oct. | October nuptials. 

1, 1927 until becoming the manager Mrs. George Malone, wife of 
in ‘46, to assume the post of g.m.| the Nevada solon, hostess at after- 
the Surf Club, Miami Beach.|noon screening of “Prince and 
Isard and his wife sailed Monday | Showgirl” at MPAA office. 

(1) on European vacation for six| Barbara Nichols, here with Burt 
weeks and continues at the Savoy-|Lancaster to beat drums for 
Plaza (now a Hilton hotel) until | “Sweet Smell of Success,” hit pub- 
Oct. 1 when he shifts to the new | licity jackpot in women’s pages of 
Florida post. ‘town's dailies. 
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OBITUARIES 


FRANK BLACHFORD 

Frank Blachford, 177, faculty 
member of the U. of Toronto and 
a noted musician, died June 24 
in Calgary, Alberta, at a testi- 
monial dinner which he was at- 
tending as adjudicator for Royal 
Conservatory of Music degrees. He 
was a celebrated violinist in his 
younger years and won a scholar- 
ship at Leipzig Conservatory from 
which he graduated with high hon- 
ors in 1901. He also studied in 
Berlin and Geneva before embark- 
ing on international concert tours. 

Blachford was first concert mas- 
ter of the Toronto Symphony and 
was one of the pioneer leaders of 
musie when he batoned an orches- 
tra over CFCA, Toronto, in 1924 
onward. He was also founder of 
the Toronto String Quartet in ad- 
dition to his faculty duties with the 
U. of Toronto. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter. 





JACK SHUTTA 
Jack Shutta, 58, veteran actor 
and member of a noted theatrical 
family, died of cancer June 28 in 
Houston. He started his stage ca- 


reer as a youth in a vaude turn 


with his sisters and parents. Later 
he trouped in burlesque. 

Shutta appeared in Florenz 
Ziegfeld’s production of “Whoo- 
pee” on Broadway and was also 
seen in the film version. He 
worked in various legit shows, 
films and for a time teamed with 
George Murphy in a nitery act. 


After coming to Houston last) 


October, he appeared in four pro- 
ductions at the Playhouse there. 
He was cast for a part in “Wit- 
ness for the Prosecution,” current- 
ly at the Playhouse, when he be- 
came ill. 

Surviving are three daughters 
and a sister, Ethel Shutta Kirksey, 
former singer. 


JACOB W. LOEB 
Jacob Weil Loeb, 92, former 
partner of the late William Fox and 
talent booker for the old Fox cir- 


cuit, died June 25 in New York. | 










In Loving Memory of 
Charlotte Learn Garrity 


Passed Away July 6, 1947 
John J. Garrity, Sr. 
John J. Garrity, Jr. 
Patricia Garrity Givaudan 





He was v.p. of the Fanchon & 
Marco circuit for years. 

While associated with the film 
industry, Loeb is credited with 
having helped launch the screen 
careers of such oldtime luminaries 
as William S. Hart, Theda Bara and 
William Farnum, among others. 
He was also said to have originated 
the idea of having special music ac- 
company silent films in the nickel- 
odeon era. 

Loeb, who retired in 1931, as- 
sumed the vice presidency of the 
old General Broadcasting System 
after leaving the motion picture 
field. 

Surviving are a brother and a 
sister. 





HAROLD WALDRIGE 

Harold Waldrige, 50, retired 
actor, died June 26 in New York. 

Waldrige began his career in 
Oklahoma, where he started a 
Little Theatre movement. He later 
went to N. Y., where he appeared 
as an office boy in John Golden’s 
“The Wheel.” Later, in David War- 
field revival of “The Auctioneer,” 
he portrayed an errand boy. He 
then appeared in a George Arliss 
film, “The Ruling Passion.” 

His legit credits also include 
“Polly Preferred,” “Love "Em and 
Leave "Em,” “Poppa,” “Veneer,” 
“Geraniums in My Window” and 
“Without Warning.” His films were 
“Five Star Final,” “The Heart of 
New York,” “Strangers of the Eve- 
ning,” “Private Scandal” and 
“Three Men on a Horse.” 


LILLIAN DREW 

Mrs. Lillian Drew, 75, widow of 
Frank Drew, who was Metro’s cen- 
tral western manager with head- 
quarters in Cleveland for over 30 
years, died June 13 in Los An- 
geles. The late Drew, who died 
in Seattle about three years ago, 
was a son of Frank Drew, of the 
oldtime firm of Dréw & Campbell, 
which operated the Star bur- 
lesque house in Cleveland among 
other interests. 

His widow was a former head of 
the women’s division of the Cleve- 
land Variety Club. She left no 
immediate survivors, 


EVELYN DELEMERE 
Mrs. C. M. Rhodes, 56, former 
“Ziegfeld Follies’ dancer, known 


professionally as Evelyn Delemere, 
— June 23 in Jamaica, New 


she was 17. She later was featured 
in the Broadway productions of 
“The Perfect Fool,” with Ed Wynn, 
and in “Sunny,” with Marilyn 
Miller. She ap d in the Follies 
with Eddie tor and Bobby 
Clark. 

Her husband, daughter and 
mother survive. 





CYRIL LANGLOIS 
Cyril Langlois, 64, founder and 
chairman of the board of Lang- 
Worth Feature Programs, Inc., 
producer and distributor of syn- 
dicated radio programs since 1935, 
died June 18 in New York, after a 
long illness. Langlois was a profes- 
sional singer in the early days of 
radio and produced numerous pro- 
grams, including “Jungle Jim” and 
the “Cavalcade of Music.” 
Wife, two sons and two sisters 
survive. 





c. L. YEARSLEY 

C. L, Yearsley, 79, early day film 
advertising man, died in Holly- 
wood June 27 of a heart attack. He 
had been in retirement for several 
years. 

One of the first ad men to use 
display space to bally films, Years- 
ley joined First National in 1917 
to head its ad department. When 
| Warners acquired the film in 1928, 
he went along as a management 
staffer. 

His wife survives. 





ROBERT LeSUEUR 
Robert LeSueur, 77. retired actor, 
died June 26 in Oakdale, New 
York. 
LeSueur launched his career in 
1904 at the old Castle Square 
Theatre in Boston. He later ap- 





peared on Broadway in St. John 
|Irvine’s and H. G. Wells‘ “The 
Wonderful Visit.” Other legit cred- 
jits include “Johnny Belinda” and 
“Woman Bites Dog.” 

Wife and sister survive. 





JOHN L. BRANNAM 
Lieut. John L. Brannam, 23, 
| prominent actor in Dallas drama 
| groups, died June 20 from injuries 
suffered in an auto accident near 
Waxahachie, Tex. He was sched- 
uled to portray the lead role in 
“Pictures in a Hallway,” the next 
production of the Great Drama 
Series being given in Dallas this 
summer. 

Brannam was also seen in the 
Baylor U. production of “Hamlet.” 





WILLIAM G. McCARTHY 

William G. McCarthy, 34, an ad- 
vertising executive with the J. 
Walter Thompson agency, died 
June 28 in New York. McCarthy 
wrote and produced live and film 
tv commercials for a number of 
companies including the Ford 
Motor Co., the Shell Oil Co., Swift 
& Co., Lever Brothers and P. Bal- 
lantine & Sons. 
| Wife, two daughters and his 
| father survive. 
| ARTHUR W. RICHARDSON 

Arthur W. Richardson, 55, chief 
;ergineer for WGBH-TV, Cam- 
| bridge, Mass., for the past four 
years, died June 29 in that city. | 
He was previously associated with | 
WTAO, Cambridge, Western Elec- | 
tric Co. of N.J. and General Elec- 
tric Supply Corp. 

Surviving are -his wife, three 
daughters, a son and a brother. 


KAY VERNON 
Kay Vernon Malenga, 43, vet 





She launched her career when |; 


| Esther Costello.’ ” 
;the current Joan Crawford re- 





Singer, died June 30 in New York 
after a lengthy illness. Known | 
professionally as Kay Vernon, she | 
worked in radio stations, niteries 
and supper clubs, including the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, as well as top | 
spots in the major cities, 
Survived by her husband. 


KATHLEEN O’C. REYNOLDS 
Kathleen O’Connor Reynolds, 60, 
silent screen actress who retired 
| from films about 30 years ago, died | 
;at her Hollywood home June 25 
after a long illness. She began her 
}career in Mack Sennett progiuc- 
tions and later appeared opposite 
Tom Mix in many films. 
ne Clark Reynolds, sur- 
vives. 








MAURICE E. ROSENBLUM 
_ Maurice E, Rosenblum, 50, one- 
time nitery o tor who founded 
the Vogue Agency 
San Antonio 12 years ago, died 
June 23 in that city. 








Before coming to San Antonio, 





he operated five night clubs in New 
York, 





RAYMOND THOMPSON 
Raymond , 33, man- 
er of the Jefferson Drive-In 

atre, Dallas, died June 26 in 

a hospital there, shortly after a 
50-foot fall from the theatre’s mar- 
quee tower, which he was repair- 
ng. 

Survived by two sisters. 





Joseph M. Thompson, 53, projec- 
tionist at Proctor’s Theatre, Troy, 
N. Y., for 25 years, died June 21 
Watervliet, N. Y. wife, son, 
brother and sister survive. 





Wife, 73, of William L. Guthrie, 
Warner Bros. location de ment 
head, died of a cerebral hemor- 
rhage June 25 in Hollywood. 





George W. Taif, 69, former dis- 
trict branch manager for Warner 
Bros. in the Des Moines-Omaha 
area, died June 30 in Chicago. 





Mrs. Maria Ghislaine Metten 
Savage, 92, a singer in the Metro- 
politan Opera chorus for 39 years, 
died June 28 in New York. 





Wife, of theatrical producer 
Stephen Mitchell, died June 28 in 
London. 


Crawford Riled 
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carry the picture at the boxoffice? 
My husband and I go to movies 
in ‘in Manhattan where the 
Steele’s now reside) at least once 
a week, and judging from audi- 
ences we've seen I just don’t be- 
lieve teenagers make up most of 
such audiences. You see business- 
men, mothers and fathers, young 
men and their sweethearts—but 
very few teenagers. Right now pic- 
tures such as ‘Spirit of St. Louis 
Louis’ (James Stewart), ‘Design- 
ing Woman’ (Gregory Peck) and 
‘Prince and the Show Girl’ (Laur- 
ence Olivier) are doing great busi- 
ness in N.Y. Theatres where they 
are playing are jammed.” 

Speaking for herself, Miss 
Crawford says, “I still get 10,000 
letters a month m fans, and 
that number tripled when I was 
in England making a picture. I 
think the other stars would say 
the same thing. The motion pic- 
ture business is cutting its own 
throat by making so many pic- 
tures to bring in newcomers and 
compete with tv, then not exploit- 
ing them. They are making a 
great mistake. Only 20th-Fox and 
U do exploit their pictures prop- 
erly,” she thinks. : 

Star had this to say of the new- 
comers: “While I've been gone 
I've seen fan magazines about peo- 
ple I never heard of. I don’t know 
who they are or where they came 
from. Audrey Hepburn is the 
greatest of the newcomers—she is 
a real talent. And I think another 
who will be a star is Heather 
Sears, who is in ‘The Story of 
(The latter is 


lease.) 





Satevepost Salute 


Continued from page 2 








productions of clippings from vari- 
ous wire services and VarRIety. 


Hills emphasized that one out of 
every two issues of the book con- 
tained an article concerning the in- 
dustry; that Pete Martin alone was 
responsible for 80-odd stories and 
serials profiling celebs in movie- 
dom; and that this close tieup was 
cemented by the fact that Holly- 
wood takes more material from the 
Post than from any other magazine. 
During the first five months of this 
year, 15 Post titles were purchased 
by films. These included “The 
Wreck of the Mary Deare "Imi- 
tation General,” “No Blade of 
Grass” and “Invisible Boy,” sold to 


Metro; “Ambush at Blanco Can- 
yon” (UA); “Memo on Kathy 
O'Rourke” (UI); “Doom Cliff” 


(WB); “Kiowa Moon” (H-H-L); “The 
Gunslinger” (Sol Fielding); “Death 
in Small Doses (AA); “The Guns of 
the Navorone” (Col); and “Frontier 
Frenzy” (C. V. Whitney). . 

Action stills from current pix 
were screened in connection with 
clippings from the Post stories. 
Among these were “Spirit of St. 
Louis” and “Gunfight in O. K. Cor- 


in | Tal.” Twenty-odd clips from Va- 


RIETY headlines were used to il- 
lustrate b.o. success of “Corral.” 
Reader response to articles was 


| 


dramatized by incidents following 
publication of several pieces, in- 
cluding one on Joe Louis, which re- 
sulted in an organized bid to raise 
dough for the ex-champ. 

Event was emceed by George 
Murphy, president of Motion Pic- 
ture Advisory Council, who eulo- 
gized Pete Martin, “When I hear 
that Pete is going to write a story 
on some personality, I relax, happy 
in the knowledge that his profile 
will be objective, fair, interesting 
and free of sensationalism——which 
is more than I can say of all pro- 
filers.” 

Although less than 5% of the au- 
dience was made up of potential 
space buyers, per se, a spokesman 
for the Post stated that “we want- 
ed to create a stir, and I guess we 
did. The event was a success so far 
as we were concerned, and we had 
a much greater turnout than we 
anticipated.” 


MARRIAGES 


Shirley Buttita to Richard 
Daugherty, Reseda, Calif., June 24. 
ae Hig on Pittsburgh Playhouse 
staff. 


Gloria Bendy to Don Safran, 
Dallas, June 28. Bride's a KRLD 
secreta there; he's a Dallas 
Times Herald amusements staffer. 


Beverly Sue Thornton to Hugh 
Lampman, Elk City, Okla., June 
29. He's the allnight deejay at 
K Dallas. 


Gilda Casella to Johnnie Per- 
kins, New Orleans, June 22. He's 
a member of the Crew-Cuts. 


Elisabeth Wiechert to Dr. Kurt 
Wortig, Munich, West Germany, 
June 8. Bride's an actress; he's 
press chief for Ostermayr-Unitas 
Film Co, 


| Wendy Lindstrom to George 
Gregory, Brooklyn, N.Y., June 22. 
Bride was formerly with Editorial 
Films Ine. 





Hurok Talent 
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Gilels, composer Aram 
neva and her troupe. 

The Moiseyev troupe had been 
previously signed for a tour in the 
U, S. in the hopes that the finger- 
print section of the U. S. Immigra- 
tion laws would have been mod- 
ified. That not having been ac- 
complished, Hurok returned here 
last week for a further try. He 
subsequently succeeded in pacting 
the other elements to a tour. In- 
dividual performers, such as Ois- 
trakh and Gilels, had been able to 
get around this provision in a pre- 
vious U. S. tour. 


Gilels is already booked to work 
in the U. S. next year opening 
with the Pittsburgh Symph Jan. 7. 
Leonid Kogan, violinist, will start 
an American tour Jan. 8 with the 
Boston Symphony. Oistrakh and 
Khatchaturian will tour the U. S. 
in the fall of ‘58 for a series of 
dates (separately). If Hurok is 
able to get mass clearance, it’s an- 
ticipated that the Moiseyey troupe 
will open at the Met, N. Y., in 
April and the Bolshoi Theatre 
would go in the following year. 

Hurok, who is  Russian-born, 
negotiated the deal in the native 
tongue, is convinced of the Rus- 
sian desire for a cultural exchange 
of this kind, Hurok cited the de- 
sire of American performers to 
work in the Soviet Union. Hurok 
stated that the USSR has agreed 
to pay transportation one way in 
dollars and an additional 1,000 ru- 
bles ($250) for each performer for 
expenses and room, board, trans- 
portation within Russia. 


Khatcha- 





‘Farewell’ Remake 
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honor.” It’s known that Selznick 


avoid all controversy over this 
aspect of his production by hiring 
an Italian expert (journalist Luigi 
Barzini Jr.) to see that the Italian 
point of view was satisfied at all 
times. A costume expert is also 
supervising authenticity of period 
garb and uniforms. 

Selznick went on to praise the 
“very effective collaboration of 


to actors and to techniclans and 
workers.” The producer also ha 
words of praise for the equipment 


| in local studios. 


Tebaldi at Lewisohn 
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tendance and surely in exuberant 
enthsiasm. 

Sticking to Verdi (tightly con- 
ducted by Julius Rudel) as she did 
at her Carnegie Hall Philharmonic 
Fund benefit, Madame (‘as she is 
called for respect, since not mar- 
ried) Tebaldi was in fine vocal and 
dramatic form, one of her top 
notes being so exquisite the audi- 


ended, a collective faux pas which 
carried a real compliment. The au- 
dience was slow to break up and | 
go home even after the encores. | 
Two remarks for the record: (1) 
rare is the singer of any kind who 
can so completely dominate an oc- 
casion, (2) if Maria Callas inaugur- | 
ated the N. Y. operatic season of 
1956-'57, with standing room only 
and a pitched battle with the adui- 
ence, Renata Tebaldi had the last | 
word with less than capacity but 
with unreserved love sweeping the 


' 





field. 


has from the beginning tried te | 


the Italian troupe, both fn regard | 


ence applauded before the number | 


Carole Friendly to Pfc. Jack En- 
gle, USMC, Tenafly, N.J., June 24. 
Bride is daughter of Dan Friendly, 
talent booker for RKO Theatres. 


Harriet Newell Ward to Joel 
Preston, New York, June 14. He's 
a Columbia Pictures publicist in 
Hollywood. 


Carole B. Hellums to Robert 
Bryant, Austin, Tex., recently, 
Bride is daughter ef William E. 
Hellums, city manager in Austin 
for the Interstate Circuit. 


Jill Owen to Peter Johnson 
|Gibbs, Coventry, Eng., June 20, 
| Bride’s a tv make-up artist. 

Sally Bailey to John Flynn, Bel- 
| vedere, Cal., June 22. Bride's a 
| ballerina with the San Francisco 
Ballet. 


Martha Flowers to Gordon R. 
Watkins, Winston-Salem, June 25. 
| Bride is an actress who recently 
|}toured Russia in “Porgy and 
Bess.” 





| Margaret Mavourneen O'Brien to 
| Maximilian David Garten, Brent- 
wood, Calif., June 29, She is the 


daughter of actor Pat O’Brien, 
Rose Dirman to Walter Frayer, 


New York, June 29. She is a con- 
be soprano. 


Mrs. Mary Hirsch to Lee J. Cobb, 


Los Angeles, June 27. He is an 
actor. 





| Mary Lou Turner to Jonathan 
|Rush Fadiman, Norwalk, Conn., 
June 29. He is the son of critic 
Clifton Fadiman, 


| Sylvia De Groot to Mark Leddy, 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y., June 26. Ho's 
|talent consultant for the Ed Sulli- 
| van Show and veteran talent agent. 








| BIRTHS 
| Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fleming, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 23. 


| Father is in the film department of 
eo Morris Agency. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Cavell, son, 
| Inglewood, Cal., June 23. Father 
|is former child actor, now in the 
| armed services. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Brooklyn, June 11. 
| publicist with 
Associates. 

Mr. and Mrs, Al Burton, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, June 13, Father is 
a tv producer at KTLA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Shine, son, 
Pittsburgh, June 18. Father's with 
Tiny Wolfe band at Copa. 


Len Rosen, son, 
Father is a 
Mario Trombone 


Mr. and Mrs, George Mitchell, 
}son, Pittsburgh, June 19. Mother 
is secretary to Tommy Carlyn, 
bandleader. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Clyde Bellin, 
|daughter, Pittsburgh. June 19, 


|Father’s with Luke Riley band at 
Holiday House, 


| Mr. and Mrs. Al Wallace, son, 


June 23, San Francisco. Father is 
a Frisco bandleader, 

Mr. and Mrs. Waldo H. Hunt, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 18. 


Father is veepee-general manager 
of the Hollywood office of Cemp- 
ton ad agency. 


Mr.’ and Mrs. Wally Sherwin, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 20. Fa- 
ther is tv producer with the George 
Patton agency. 


Mr. and Mrs, Jules_ Losch, 
| daughter, Encino, Cal., June 27. 
Father is Coast chief of Roulette 
Records, 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Silvers, daugh- 
ter, New York, June 27. Mother 
is former tv model, Evelyn Patrick; 
father is a comedian. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Ilson, son, 
New York, June 26. Mother is 
former Carol Colby, former dancer; 
father is a pressagent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ira J. Bilowit, son, 
New York, June 20. Mother is 
actress Alice Spivak; father is a 


}tradepaper drama critic. 
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Dots PARADE of BEST SELLERS 


15570-LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND—BERNARDINE ar soon 
15558 —DARK MOON cis stom 

15574—A FALLEN STAR —sinmy Newman 

15592— WHISPERING BELLS the voi vikings 

15594—A FALLEN STAR —FOOTSTEPS-the nitroppers 

15598- JOHNNY TREMAIN siti, vaughn 

15569-FOUR WALLS - TALKIN’ T0 THE BLUES—!' tow 

15587 -IF YOU SEE MY LOVE DANCING-HALF YOUR HEART-B:"nie Cuiter 
15586. REBEL—WHIRLPOOL OF LOWE —carot Jervis 

15550—DARK MOON sonnie cviter 

15581—FOOL AROUND — WHICH WAY TO YOUR HEART tic rontane sisters 
15593—YOU'VE GOT ME LYIN’-IF YOU'LL LET ME —toward crocker 


NEW RELEASES 


15603—Theme Song From “THE MONTE CARLO STORY’ —EIFFEL TOWER BLUES 
—Dino Rossi and His Orchestra 


15604—THE CRYIN’ SIDE OF TOWN—RHYTHM IN MY HEART—Bill Talapan 
15605—PAGES OF MY SCRAPBOOK—WHEN WE WERE YOUNG—The Five Playboys 
15599—SHENANDOAH ROSE—LIBERTY TREE —The Jack Halloran Singers 
15600—TWO RED RED LIPS—BURNING DESIRE—Wade Ray 


15601—PARADE OF BROKEN HEARTS—FROM A JACK TO A KING—Ned Miller 





DLP-3045-D — music From the Sound Track of CECIL B. DE MILLE’S 


DEP-1056-A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE-par soone 
DLP. 3050- “PAT” rar soone 





ALBUMS 
“THE TEN COMMANDMENTS” —Conducted by Elmer Bernstein 

















